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CHAPTER T. 



'^ What ! no music, no dancing at Castle Hermitage 
to-night; and all the ladies sitting in a formal circle, 
petrifying into perfect statues?" cried sir Ulick 
O'Shane as he entered the drawing-room, between 
ten and eleven o'clock at night, accompanied by what 
he called his rear 'guar dy veterans of the old school 
of good fellows, who at those tiroes in Ireland — times 
long since past — deemed it essential to health, hap- 
piness, and manly character, to swallow, and show 
themselves able to stand after swallowing, a certain 
number of bottles of claret per day or night. 

" Now, then," continued sir Ulick, " of all the 
figures in nature or art, the formal circle is univer- 
sally the most obnoxious to conversation, and, to me, 
the most formidable; all my faculties are spell -bound 
— here I am like a bird in a circle of chalk, that dare 
not move so much as its head or its eyes, and can't, 
for the life of it, take to its legs." 

A titter ran round that part of the circle where 
the young ladies sat — sir Ulick was a favourite, and 
they rejoiced when he came among them; because, 
as they observed, '^ he always said something plea- 
sant, or set something pleasant a-going." 

" Lady O'Shane, for mercy's sake let us have no 
more of these permanent circle sittings at Castle 
Hermitage, my dear !" 

" Sir Ulick, I am sure I should be very glad if it 
were possible," replied lady O'Shane, " to have no 
more permanent mttings at Castle Hermitage; but 
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2 ORBIOND. 

when gentlemen arc at their bottle, I really don't 
know what the ladies can do but sit in a circle." 

" Can't they dance in a circle, or any way ? or 
have not they an elegant resource in their music ^ 
There's many here who, to my knowledge, can caper 
as well as they modulate," said sir Ulick, " to say 
nothing of cards for those that like them/' 

'^Lady Annaly does not like cards," said lady 
O'Shane, " and 1 could not ask any of these young 
ladies to waste their breath and their execution^ 
singing and playing before the gentlemen came out.*' 

'^ These young ladies would not, I'm sure, do us 
old fellows the honour of waiting for us; and the 
young beaux deserted to your tea-table a long hour 
ago — so why you have not been dancing is a mystery 
beyond my comprehension." 

*^ Tea or coffee, sir Ulick O'Shane, for the third 
time of asking ? " cried a shacp female voice from 
the remote tea-table. 

" Wouldn't you swear to that being the voice of a 
presbyterian ? " whispered sir Ulick, over his should 
der to the curate: then aloud he replied to the 
iady, " Miss Black, you are three times too obliging. 
Neither tea nor coffee I'll take from you to-night, I 
thank you kindly." 

'^ Fortunate for yourself, sir — for both are as cold 
as stones — and no wonder !" said miss Black. 

*'No wonder !" echoed lady O'Shane, looking at 
her watch, and sending forth an ostentatious sigh. 

"What o'clock is it by your ladyship.?" asked 
miss Black. '' I have a notion it's tremendously late." 

" No matter — we are not pinned to hours in this 
house, miss Black," said sir Ulick, walking up to 
the tea-table, and giving her a look, which said as 
plainly as look could say, " You had better be quiet." 
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Lady 0*Shane followed her husband^ and putting 
her arm within his, began to say something in a 
fondling tone; and in a most conciliatory manner 
she went on talking to him for some moments. He 
looked absent, and replied coldly. 

''I'll take a cup of coffee from you now, miss 
Black/' said be, drawing away his arm from his wife, 
who looked much mortified. 

" We are too long, lady O'Shane," added he, 
'^ standing here like lovers, talking to no one but 
ourselves — awkward in company." 

'^ Like lovers!" The sound pleased poor lady 
O'Shane's ear, and she smiled for the first time this 
night — lady O'Shane was perhaps the last woman in 
the room whom a stranger would have guessed to be 
sir Ulick's wife. 

He was a fine gallant off-hand looking Irishman, 
with something of dash in his tone and air, which at 
first view might lead a common observer to pronounce 
him to be vulgar; but at ^\^ minutes after sight, a 
good judge of men and manners would have discovered 
in him the power of assuming whatever manner he 
chose, from the audacity of the callous profligate to 
the deference of the accomplished courtier — the capa- 
bility of adapting his conversation to his company and 
his views, whether his object were ^' to set the sense- 
less table in a roar," or to insinuate himself into the 
delicate female heart. Of this latter power, his age 
had diminished but not destroyed the influence. The 
fame of former conquests still operated in his favour, 
though he had long since passed his splendid meri- 
dian of gallantry. 

While sir Ulick is drinking his cup of cold coffee, 
we may look back a little into his family history. 
To go no (arther than his legitimate loves^ he had 
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4 OBMOND. 

successively won three wives^ who had each^ in her 
turn, been desperately enamoured: the tirst he loved, 
and married, imprudently, for love, at seventeen; 
the second he admired, and married, prudently, for 
ambition, at thirty; the third he hated, but married, 
from necessity, for money, at five-and-forty. The 
first wife, miss Annaly, after ten years' martyrdom 
of the heart, sank, childless — a victim, it was said, 
to love and jealousy. The second wife, lady Theo- 
dosia, struggled stoutly for power, backed by strong 
and high connexions; having, moreover, the advan- 
tage of being a mother, and mother of an only son 
and heir, the representative of a father in whom 
ambition had, by this time, become the ruling passion: 
the lady Theodosia stood her ground, wrangling and 
wrestling through a fourteen years' wedlock, till at 
last, to sir Ulick's great relief, not to say joy, her 
ladyship was carried off by a bad fever, or a worse 
apothecary. His present lady, formerly ]\Irs. Scraggs, 
a London widow of very large fortune, happened to 
see sir Ulick when he went to present some address, 
or settle some point between the English and Irish 
government : — he was in deep mourning at the time, 
and the widow pitied him very much. But she was 
not the sort of woman he would ever have suspected 
could like him — she was a strict pattern lady, severe 
on the times, and not unfrequently lecturing young 
men gratis. Now sir Ulick 0'8hane was a sinner; 
how then could he please a saint? He did, however 
— but the saint did not please him — though she set 
-to work for the good of his soul, and in her own per- 
son relaxed, to please his taste, even to the wearing 
of rouge and pearl-powder, and false hair, and 
false eyebrows, and all the falsifications which the 
seUerS'Up could fiirnish. But after she had pur- 
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chased all of youth which age can purchase fur 
money, it would not do. The widow Scraggs might, 
with her "lack lustre" eyes, have speculated for 
ever in rain upon sir Ulick, but that, fortunately 
for her passion, at one and the same time the Irish 
ministry were turned out and an Irish canal burst. 
Sir Ulick losing his place by the change of ministry, 
and one half of his fortune by the cana], in which it 
had been sunk; and having spent in unsubstantial 
schemes and splendid living more than the other half; 
now, in desperate misery, iaid hold of the widow 
Scraggs. After a nine days' courtship she became a 
bride, and she and her plum in the stocks — but not 
her messuage, house, and lands, in Kent — became the 
property of sir Ulick O'Shane. "Love was then lord 
of all" with her, and she was now to accompany sir 
Ulick to Ireland. Late in life she was carried to a 
new country, and set down among a people whom 
she had all her previous days been taught to hold in 
contempt or aversion: she dreaded Irish disturbances 
much, and Irish dirt more; she was persuaded that 
nothing could be right, good, or genteel, that was not 
English. Her habits and tastes were immutably 
fixed. Her experience had been confined to a London 
life, and in proportion as her sphere of observation 
had been contracted, her disposition was intolerant. 
She made no allowance for the difference of opinion, 
customs, and situation, much less for the faults or 
foibles of people who were to her strangers and 
foreigners — her ladyship was therefore little likely 
to please or be pleased in her new situation. Her 
husband was the only individual, the only thing, 
animate or inanimate, that she liked in Ireland — and 
while she was desperately in love with an Irishman, 
•he disliked Ireland and the Irish : even the Irish 
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talents and virtues, their wit, humour, generosity of 
character, and freedom of manner, were lost upon her 
— her country neighbours were repelled by her air of 
taciturn self-sufficiency — and she, for her part, de- 
clared she would have been satisfied to have lived 
alone at Castle Hermitage with sir Ulick. But sir 
Ulick had no notion of living alone with her, or for 
any body. His habits were all social and convivial-^ 
he loved show and company: he had been all his life 
in the habit of entertaining all ranks of people at 
Castle Hermitage, from his excellency the lord-lieu- 
tenant and the commander-in-chief for the time 
being, to Tim the ganger^ and honest Tom Kelly, 
the stalko. 

He talked of the necessity of keeping up a neigh- 
bourhood, and maintaining his interest in the county, 
as the first duties of man. Ostensibly sir Ulick had 
^no motive in all this, but the hospitable wish of see- 
ing Castle Hermitage one continued scene of festi- 
vity ; but, under this good fellowship and apparent 
thoughtlessness and profusion, there was an eye to 
his own interest, and a keen view to the improve- 
ment of his fortune and the advancement of his 
family. With these habits and views it was little 
likely that he should yield to the romantic, jealous, 
or economic tastes of his new lady — a bri4^ ten 
years older than himself ! Lady O'Sbane was, soon 
after her arrival in Ireland, compelled to see her 
house as full of company as it could possibly hold ; 
and her ladyship was condemned eternally to do 
the honours to successive troops of friends ^ of whom 
she knew nothing, and of whom she disliked all 
she saw or heard. Her dear sir Ulick was, or 
seemed, so engrossed by the business of pleasure, so 
taken up with his guests, that but a few minutes in 
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the day could she ever obtain of his company. She 
8aw herself surrounded by the youngs the fair, and 
the gay, to whom sir Ulick devoted his assiduous 
and gallant attentions; and though his age, and his 
being a married man, seemed to preclude, in the 
opinion of the cool or indifferent spectator, all idea of 
any real cause for jealousy, yet it was not so with 
poor lady O'Shane's magnifying imagination. The 
demon of jealousy tortured her; and to enhance hei 
sufferings she was obliged to conceal them, lest they 
should become subjects of private mockery or public 
derision. It is the peculiar misfortune or punish- 
ment of misplaced, and yet more of unseasonable, 
passions, that in their distresses they obtain no sym- 
pathy; and while the passion is in all its consequences 
tragic to the sufferer, in all its exhibitions it is ludi- 
erous to the spectator. Lady O'Shane could not be 
young, and would not be old: so without the charms 
of youth, or the dignity of age, she could neither 
inspire love nor command respect; nor could she find 
fit occupation or amusement, or solace or refuge, in 
any combination of company or class of society. 
Unluckily, as her judgment, never discriminating, 
was now blinded by jealousy, the two persons of all 
his family connexions upon whom she pitched as the 
peculiar objects of her fear and hatred were precisely 
those who were most disposed to pity and befriend 
her — to serve her in private with sir Ulick, and to 
treat her with deference in public : these two persons 
were lady Annaly and her daughter. Lady Annaly 
was a distant relation of sir Ulick's first wife, during 
whose life some circumstances had occurred which 
had excited her ladyship's indignation against him. 
For many years all commerce between them had 
ceased. Lady Annaly was a woman of generous 
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8 ORMOND. 

indignation^ strong principles^ and warm affections^ 
Her rank, her high connexions, her high character, 
her having, from the time she was left a young and 
beautiful widow, devoted lierself to the education 
and the interests of her children ; her having per* 
severed in her lofty course, superior to all the nu- 
merous temptations of love, vanity, or ambition, by 
which she was assailed; her long and able adminis- 
tration of a large property, during the minority of 
her son; her subsequent graceful resignation of 
power; his affection, gratitude, and deference for his 
mother, which now continued to prolong her in- 
fluence, and exemplify her precepts in every act of 
his own ; altogether placed this lady high in public 
consideration — high as any individual could stand 
in a country where national enthusiastic attachment 
is ever excited by certain noble qualities congenial 
to the Irish nature. Sir Ulick O'Shane, sensible of 
the disadvantage of having estranged such a family 
connexion, and fully capable of appreciating the 
value of her friendship, had of late years taken infi- 
nite pains to redeem himself in lady Annaly's opi- 
nion. His consummate address, aided and abetted 
and concealed as it was by his off-hand manner, 
would scarcely have succeeded, had it not been sup- 
ported also by some substantial good qualities, espe- 
cially by the natural candour and generosity of his 
disposition. In favour of the originally strong, and, 
through all his errors, wonderfully surviving taste 
for virtue, some of his manifold transgressions might 
be forgiven : there was much hope and promise of 
amendment; and, besides, to state things just as 
they were, he had propitiated the mother, irresis- 
tibly, by his enthusiastic admiration of the daugh- 
ter — so that lady Annaly had at last consented to 
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revisit Castle Hermitage. Her ladyship and her 
daughter were now on this reconciliation visit; sir 
Ulick was extremely anxious to make it agreeable. 
Besides the credit of her friendship^ he had other 
reasons for wishing to conciliate her : his son Mar- 
cus was just twenty — two years older than miss 
Annaly — in course of time^ sir Ulick thought it 
might be a match — his son could not possibly make 
a better — beauty^ fortune^ family connexions, every 
thing that the hearts of young and old desire. Be- 
sides (for in sir Ulick's calculations besides was a 
word frequently occurring), besides, miss Annaly's 
brother was not as strong in body as in mind — in 
two illnesses his life liad been despaired of — a third 
inight carry him off — the estate would probably 
come to miss Annaly. Besides, be this hereafter as 
it might, there was at this present time a consider- 
able debt due by sir Ulick to these Annalys, with 
accumulated interest, since the time of his first 
marriage ; and this debt would be merged in miss 
Annaly's portion, should she become his son's wife. 
All this was very well calculated ; but, to say nothing 
of the character or affections of the son, sir Ulick 
had omitted to consider lady O'Shane, or he had 
taken it for granted that her love for him would in- 
duce her at once to enter into and second his views. 
It did not so happen. On the contrary, the dislike 
which lady O'Shane took at sight to both the mother 
and daughter — ^to the daughter instinctively, at sight 
of her youth and beauty; to the mother reflectively, 
on account of her matronly dress and dignified de- 
portment, in too striking contrast to her own frip- 
pery appearance — increased every day, and every 
hour, when she saw the attentions, the adoration, 
that sir Ulick paid to miss Annaly, and the defer- 
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ence and respect he showed to lady Annaly^ all for 
qualities and accomplishments in which ladyO'Shane 
was conscious that she was irremediably deficient. 
Sir U]ick thought to extinguish her jealousy^ by 
opening to her his views on miss Annaly for his 
don ; but the jealousy, taking only a new direction, 
strengthened in its course. Lady O'Shane did not 
like her son-in-law — had indeed no great reason to 
like him ; Marcus disliked her^ and was at no pains 
to conceal his dislike. She dreaded the accession of 
domestic power and influence he would gain by such 
a marriage. She could not bear the thoughts of 
having a daughter-in-law brought into the house— 
placed in eternal comparison with her. Sir Ulick 
O'Shane was conscious that his marriage exposed 
him to some share of ridicule ; but hitherto^ except 
when his taste for raillery^ and the diversion of 
exciting her causeless jealousy^ interfered with his 
purpose^ he had always treated her ladyship as he 
conceived that lady O'Shane ought to be treated; 
Naturally good-natured^ and habitually attentive to 
the sex^ he had indeed kept up appearances better 
than could have been expected from a man of his 
former habits to a woman of her ladyship's present 
age ; but if she now crossed his favourite scheme^ it 
would be all over with her — her submission to his 
will had hitherto been a sufficient and a convenient 
proof, and the only proof he desired, of her love. 
Her ladyship's evil genius, in the shape of miss 
Black, her humble companion, was now busily insti- 
gating her to be refractory. Miss Black had fre- 
quently whispered, that if lady O'Shane would show 
more spirit, she would do better with sir Ulick ; that 
his late wife, lady Theodosia, had ruled him, by 
showing proper spirit ; that in particular, she should 
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make a stand against the encroachments of sir Ulick's 
son^ Marcus, and of his friend and companion, young 
Ormond. In consequence of these suggestions^ lady 
O'Shane had most judiciously thwarted both these 
young men in trifles, till she had become their 
aversion: this aversion Marcus felt more than he 
expressed, and Ormond expressed more strongly 
than he felt. To sir Ulick, his son and heir was 
his first great object in life; yet, though in all thing% 
he preferred the interest of Marcus, he was not as 
fond of Marcus as he was of young Ormond. Young 
Ormond was the son of the friend of sir Ulick 
O'Shane's youthful and warm-hearted days — ^the son 
of an officer who had served in the same regiment 
with him in his first campaign. Captain Ormond 
afterwards made an unfortunate marriage-^that is, 
a marriage without a fortune — ^his friends would not 
see him or his wife — he was soon in debt, and in 
great distress. He was obliged to leave his wife, 
and go to India. She had then one child at nurse in 
an Irish cabin. She died soon afterwards. Sir Ulick 
O'Shane took the child, that had been left at nurse, 
into his own house. From the time it was four 
years old, little Harry Ormond became his darling, 
and grew up his favourite. Sir Ulick's fondness, 
however, had not extended to any care of his educa- 
tion — quite the contrary: he had done all he could 
to spoil him by the most injudicious indulgence, and 
by neglect of all instruction or discipline. Marcus 
had been sent to school and college ; but Harry Or- 
mond, meantime, had been let to run wild at home : 
the gamekeeper, the huntsman, and a cousin of sir 
Ulick, who called himself the king of the Black 
Islands, had had the principal share in his education. 
Captain Ormond, his father, was not heard of ^ 
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many yeirs ; and sir Ulick always argued^ that there 
was no use in ginng Harry Orroond the education 
of an estated gentleman^ when he was not likely to 
have an estate. Moreover^ he prophesied that Harry 
would turn out the cleverest man of the two ; and in 
the progress of the two boys towards manhood sir 
Ulick had shown a strange sort of double and incon- 
sistent vanity in his son's acquirements^ and in the 
orphan Harry's natural genius. Harry's extremely 
warm, generous^ grateful temper, delighted sir 
Ulick ; but he gloried in the superior polish of his 
own son. Harry Ormond grew up with all the faults 
that were incident .to his natural violence of passions, 
and that might necessarily be expected from his 
neglected and deficient education. His devoted gra- 
titude and attachment to his guardian father, as he 
called sir Ulick, made him amenable in an instant, 
even in the height and tempest of his passions, to 
whatever sir Ulick desired; but he was ungovern- 
able by most other people, and rude, even to inso- 
lence, where he felt tyranny or suspected meanness. 
Miss Black and he were always at open war ; to lady 
O'Shane he submitted, though with an ill grace ; yet 
he did submit, for his guardian's sake, where he him- 
self only was concerned ; but most imprudently and 
fiercely he contended upon every occasion where 
Marcus, when aggrieved, had declined contending 
with his mother-in-law. 

Upon the present occasion the two youths had been 
long engaged to dine with, and keep the birthday 
of, Mr. Cornelius O'Shane, the king of the Black 
Islands — next to sir Ulick the being u|K>n earth to 
whom Harry Ormond thought himself most obliged, 
and to whom he felt himself most attached. This he 
had represented to lady O'Shane, and had earnestly 
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requested that, as the day for the intended dance 
was a matter of indifference to her, it might not be 
fixed on this day; but her ladyship had purposely 
made it a trial of strength, and had insisted upon 
their returning at a certain hour. She knew that 
sir Ulick would be much vexed by their want of 
punctuality on this occasion, where the Annalys 
were concerned, though, in general, punctuality was 
a virtue for which he had no regard. 

Sir Ulick had finished his cup of coffee. '' Miss 
Black, send away the tea-things — send away all these 
things," cried he. '< Young ladies, better late than 
never, you know — let's have dancing now; clear the 
decks for action." 

The young ladies started from their seats imme- 
diately. All was now in happy motion. The ser- 
vants answered promptly — the tea-things retired in 
haste — tables rolled away — chairs swung into the 
back ground — the folding-doors of the dancing^room 
were thrown open — the pyramids of wax- candles 
in the chandeliers (for this was ere argands were 
on earth) started into light — the musicians tuning, 
screwing, scraping, sounded, discordant as they were, 
joyful notes of preparation. 

" But where*s mv son — where's Marcus ? " said sir 
Ulick, drawing lady O'Shane aside. " I don't see 
him any where." 

"No," said lady 0*Shane;"you know that. he 
would go to dine to-day with that strange cousin of 
yours, and neither he nor his companion hare thought 
proper to return yet." 

" I wish you had given me a hint," said sir Ulick, 
"and I would have waited; for Marcus ought to 
lead off with miss Annaly." 

*' Oughi—to be sure," said lady O'Shane; "but 
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that is no rule for young gentlemen's conduct. I told 
both the young gentlemen that we were to have a 
dance to-night. I mentioned the hour and begged 
them to be punctual." 

^^ Young men are never punctual/' said sir Ulick ; 
'' but Marcus is inexcusable to-night on account of 
the Annalys." 

Sir Ulick pondered for a moment with an air of 
vexation, then turning to the musicians, who were 
behind him, '^ You four-and-twenty .fiddlers all in a 
row, you gentlemen musicians, scrape and tune on a 
little longer, if you please. Remember your are not 
ready till I draw on my gloves. Break a string or 
two if necessary." 

" We will — we shall — plase your honour." 

" I wish, lady O* Shane," continued sir Ulick in a 
lower tone, " I wish you had given me a hint of 
this." 

f* Truth to tell, sir Ulick, I did, I own, conceive 
from your walk and way, that you were not in a con- 
dition to take any hint I could give." 

'^ Pshaw, my dear, after having known me, I won't 
say loved me, a calendar year, how can you be so 
deceived by outward appearances } Don't you knotr 
that I hate drinking? But when I have these county 
electioneering friends, the worthy red noses, to enter- 
tain, I suit myself to the company, by acting spirits 
instead of swallowing them, for I should scorn to 
i^pear to flinch!" 

This was true. Sir Ulick could, and often did, to 
the utmost perfection, counterfeit every degree of 
intoxication. He could act the rise^ decline, and ^1 
of the drunken man, marking the whole progress, 
from the first incipient hesitation of reason to the 
glorious confiisiop of ideas in the highest state of 
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devaliotty thence through all the declining cases of 
stultified paralytic ineptitude, down to the horizontal 
condition of preterpluperfect ebriety. 

^' Really, sir Ulick, you are s6 good an actor that 
I don't pretend to judge — I can seldom find out the 
truth from you." 

" So much the better for you, my dear, if you knew 
but all," said sir Ulick, laughing. 

" If I knew but all ! " repeated her ladyship, with 
an alarmed loo^. 

'^ But that's not the matter in hand at present, my 
dear." 

Sir Ulick protracted the internal before the open- 
ing of the ball as long as he possibly could — but in 
vain — the young gentlemen did not appear. Sir 
Ulick drew on his gloves. The broken strings of the 
violins were immediately found to be mended. Sir 
Ulick opened the ball himself with miss Annaly, after 
making as handsome an apology for his son as the 
case would admit — an apology which was received 
by the young lady with the most graceful good 
nature. She declined dancing more than one dance, 
and sir Ulick sat down between her and lady Annaly, 
exerting all his powers of humour to divert them, at 
the expence of his cousin, the king of the Black 
Islands, whose tedious ferry, or whose claret, or more 
likely whose whiskey-punch, he was sure, had been 
the cause of Marcus's misdemeanour. It was now 
near twelve o'clock. Lady O'Shane, who had made 
many aggravating reflections upon the disrespectful 
conduct of the young gentlemen, grew restless on 
another count. The gal^s were left open for them — 
the gates ought to be locked! There were dis- 
turbances in the country. " Pshaw I" sir Ulick said. 
Opposite directions were given at opposite doors to 
two servants. 
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" Dempsey^ tell them they need not lock the gates 
till the young gentlemen come home^ or at least till 
one o'clock/' said sir Ulick. 

*' Stone/' said lady O'Shane to her on^n man in a 
very low voice, " go down directly, and see that the 
gates are locked, and bring me the keys." 

Dempsey, an Irishman, who was half drunk, forgot 
to see or say any thing about it. Stone, an English- 
man, went directly to obey his lady's commands, and 
the gates were locked, and the keys brought to her 
ladyship, who put them immediately into her work- 
table. 

Half an hour afterwards, as lady O'Shane was sit- 
ting with her back to the glass door of the green 
house, which opened into the ball-room, she was 
startled by a peremptory tap on the glass behind her; 
she turned, and saw young Ormond, pale as death, 
and stained with blood. 

" The keys of the gate instantly," cried he, *' for 
mercy's sake!" 



CHAPTER n. 



Lady O'Shane, extremely terrified, had scarcely 
power to rise. She opened the drawer of the table, 
and thrust her trembling hand down to the bottom 
of the silk bag, into which the keys had fallen. 
Impatient of delay, Ormond pushed open' the door, 
snatched the keys, and disappeared. Tlie whole 
passed in a few seconds. The music drowned the 
noise of this opening door, and of the two chairs 
which Ormond had thrown down : those who sat near 
thought a servant had pushed in and gone out; but 
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hoifever rapid the wovement^ the full riew ef the 
figure had been seen by miss Annaly, who was sitting 
OR the opposite side of the room ; sir Ulick was sitting 
beside her^ talking earnestly. Lady Annaly had just 
retired. " For Heaven's sake, what's the matter ?" 
cried he, stopping in the middle of a sentence^ on 
seeing miss Annaly grow suddenly pale as death 
Her eyes were fixed on the door of the green-house ; 
his followed that direction. '* Yes/' said he, '' we 
can get out into the air that way«x-lean on me." 
She did so — he pushed his way through the crowd at 
the bottom of the country dance ; and, as he passed, 
was met by lady O'Shane and miss J^ack, both with 
faces of horror. 

<' Sir Uliok, did you see," pointing to the door, 
^' did you see Mr. Ormond ? — There's blood !" 

** There's* mischief, certainly," said mm Black. 
"A quarrel— Mr. Marcus, perhaps." 

<' Nonsense ! No such thing, you'll find/' said sir 
Ulick, pushing on, and purposely jostling the arm of 
a servant who \vas hiding a salver of ices,- overturn- 
ing tihem all ; and whilst the surrounding company 
were fully occupied about their clothes, and their 
fears and apologies, he made his way onwards to the 
green-bouse — lady CShane clinging to one arm — 
miss Annaly supported by the other^-^miss- Blaek 
following, repeating, "Mischief! mischief! you'll 
see, sir." 

^' Miss Black, open the* door, and not another 
word." 

He edged miss Annaly on the moment the door 
•<^ned, dragged lady O'Shane ai^er him, piiefhed 
miss Black back 'as she attempted to follow : but 
recollecting that she nrigkt spread the report of 
mischief if he left her behind, Artvf her into the 

n Id 
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greeh«hou9e^ locked the door^ and led miss Annaly 
out into the air. 

'^ Bring salts! water! somethings miss Black — 
follow me^ lady O'Shane." 

'' When I'm hardly able— your wife ! Sir Ulick^ 
you might/' said lady O'Shane, as she tottered on> 
" you might, I should have thought " 

^^No time for such thoughts, my dear/' inter- 
rupted he. " Sit down on the steps — there, she is 
better now — now what is all this ?" 

^' I am not to speak," said miss Black. 

Lady O'Shane began to say how Mr. Ormond had 
burst in, covered with blood, and seized the keys of 
the gates. 

" The keys!" But Jie had no time for that thought. 
" Which way did he go }" 

" I don't know ; I gave him the keys of both 
gates." 

The two entrances were a mile asunder. Sir Ulick 
looked for footsteps on the grass. It was a fine 
moonlight night. He saw footste|)s on the path 
leading to the gardener*s house. *' Stay, here, ladies, 
and I will bring you intelligence as soon as pos- 
sible." 

*^This way, sir Ulick — they are coming/' said 
miss Annaly, who had now recovered her presence of 
mind. 

Several persons appeared from a turn in the shrub- 
bery« carrying some one on a hand-barrow< — a gentle- 
man on horseback, with a servant and many persons 
walking. Sir Ulick hastened towards them; the 
gentleman on horseback spurred his horse and met 
him. 

" Marcus! — is it vou?— thank God! But Ormond 
—where is he, and what has happened }*' 
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The first sound of Marcus's voice^ when he at- 
tempted to answer^ showed that he was not in a 
condition to give a rational account of any thing. 
His servant followed^ also much intoxicated. While 
sir Ulick had heen stopped by their ineffectual 
attempts to explain, the people who were carrying 
the man on the hand-barrow qame up^ Orroond ap- 
peared from the midst of them. '* Carry him on to 
the gardener's house/' cried he, pointing the way, 
and coming forward to sir Ulick. '^ If he dies, I am 
a murderer !" cried he. 

« Who is he r said sir Ulick. 

" Moriarty Carroll, please your honour," answered 
several voices at once. . . 

*^ And how happened it ?" said sir Ulick. 

" The long and the short of it, sir," said Marcus, 
as well as he could articulate, " the fellow was inso- 
lent, and we cut him down, — ^and if it was to do 
again, I'd do it again with pleasure." 

" No, no ! you won't say so, Marcus> when you 
are yourself," said Ormond. " Oh ! how dreadful to 
etume to one's senses all at once, as I did — the mo- 
ment after I had fired tha.t fatal shot — the moment 
I saw the poor fellow stagger and fall " 

" It was you, then, that fired at him," interrupted 
sir Ulick. 

"Yes, oh! yes!" said he, striking his forehead.: 
'* I did it in the fury of passion." 

Then Ormond, taJking all the blame upon himself, 
and stating what had passed in the strongest light 
against himself, gave this account of the matter. 
After having drank too much at Mr. Cornelius 
O'Shane's, they were returning from the Black 
Islands, and afraid of being late, they were galloping 
hard, when at a narrow part of the road they were 

c 2 
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Stopped by some cars. Impatient of the delay^ they 
abused the men who were driving them^ insisting 
upon their getting out of the way faster than they 
could. Moriarty Carroll made some answer, which 
Marcus said was insolent ; and inqu^iring the man's 
name^ and hearing it was Carroll, said all the Carrolls 
were bad people — rebels. Moriarty defied him to 
prove that — and added some expressions about 
tyranny, which enraged Ormond. This part of the 
provocation Ormond did not state, but merely said 
he was thrown into a passion by some observation of 
Moriarty's; and first he lifted his whip to give the 
fellow a horsewhipping. Moriarty seized hold of 
the whip, and struggled to wrest it from his hand ; 
Ormond then snatched a pistol from his holster, 
telling Moriarty he would shoot him, if he did not 
let the wbip go. Moriarty, who was in a passion 
himself, struggled, still holding the whip. Ormond 
cocked the pistol, and before he was aware he had 
done so, the pistol accidentally M^ent off — the ball 
entered Moriarty 's breast. This happened within a 
quarter of a mile of Castle Hermitage. The poor 
fellow bled profusely; and, in assisting to lift him 
, upon the hand-barrow, Ormond was covered with 
blood, as has been already described. 

" Have you sent for a surgeon ?" said sir Ulick, 
coolly. 

" Certainly — sent off a fellow on my own horse 
directly. Sir, will you come on to the gardener's 
house ; I want you to see him, to know what you'll 
think. If he die> I am a murderer," repeated 
Ormond. 

This horrible idea so possessed his imagination, 
that he could not answer or hear any of the farther 

m 

questions that were asked by lady O'Shaiie and miss 
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Black ; bat after gating upon them with Untneaning 
eyes for a moment in silence^ walked rapidly on : as 
he was passing by the steps of the green-house, he 
stopped short at the sight of miss Annaly, who was 
still sitting there. *' What's the matter?" said he, 
in a tone of great compassion, going close up to her« 
Then, recollecting himself, he hurried forward again. 

*' As I can be of no use — unless I can be of any 
use," said miss Annaly, " I will, now that I am well 
enough, return — my mother will wonder what has 
become of me." 

*' Sir Ulick, give me the key of the conservatory, 
to let miss Annaly into the ball-room/' 

'^ Miss Annaly does not wish to dance any more 
to-night, I believe," said sir Ulick. 

'' Dance — oh ! no." 

" Then, without exciting observation, you can all 
get in better at the back door of the house, and miss 
Annaly can go up the back stairs to lady Annaly's 
room, without meeting any one; and you, lady 
O'Shane," added he, in a low voice, " order up sup- 
per, and say nothing of what has passed. Miss 
Black, you hear what I desire — no gossiping." 

To get to the back door-they had to walk round 
the house, and in their way they passed the gar- 
dener's. The surgeon had just arrived. 

*^Go on, ladies, pray," said Sir Ulick; "what 
stops you ?" 

" 'Tis I stop the way, sir Ulick," said lady O'Shane, 
*^ to speak a word to the surgeon. If you find the 
man in any dangerous way, for pity's sake don't let 
him die at our gardener's — indeed, the bringing him 
here at all I think a very strange step and encroach- 
ment of Mr. Ormond's. It will make the M'hole 
thing so puMic-^and the people hereabouts are so 
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revengeful-^if any thing should happen to him, it 
will be revenged on our whole family — on sir Ulick 
in particular." 

" No danger — nonsense^ my dear." 

But now this idea bad seized lady O'Shane, it- 
appeared to ber^ a sufficient reason for desiring to 
i^move the man even this night. She asked why he 
could not be taken to his own home and his own 
people ,• she repeated that it was very strange of Mr. 
Orm.ond to take such liberties, as if every thing about 
Castle Hermitage was quite at his disposal. One of 
the men who had carried the hand-barrow, and who 
was now standing at the gardener's door, observed, 
that Moriarty's people lived five miles off. • Ormond, 
who had gone into the house to the wounded man, 
being told what lady O'Shane was saying, came out; 
she repeated her words as he re-appeared. Naturally • 
of sudden violent temper, and being now in the 
highest state of suspense and irritation, he broke out, 
forgetful of all proper respect. Miss Black, who was 
saying' something in corroboration of lady O'Shane's 
opinion, he first attacked, pronouncing her to be an 
unfeeling, c'anttng hypocrite : then, turning to lady 
O'Shane, he said that she might send the dying man 
away, if she pleased ; but that if she did, he would 
go too, and that never while he existed would he 
enter her ladyship's doors again. 

Ormond made this threat with the air of a -superior 
to an inferior, totally forgetting his own dependent 
situation, and the dreadful circumstances in which 
he now stood. 

*' You are drunk, young man ! ^y dear Ormond, 
you don't know what you are saying," interposed sir 
Ulick. 

At his voice and the kindness of his tone, Ormond 
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recollected himself. '^ Forgive me/' said he^ in a 
Tcry gentle tone. " My bead- certainly is not 
Oh ! may you never feel what I have felt this last 
hour. If this man dies Oh ! consider." 

" He will not die — he will not die, I hope — at any 
rate, don't talk so loud within hearing of these 
people. My dear lady O'Shane, this foolish boy-r- 
this Harry Ormond is, I grant, a sad scapegrace, 
but you must bear with him for my sake. Let this 
poor wounded fellow remain here — I won't have him 
stirred to-night — we shall see what ought to be 
done in the morning. Ormond, you forgot yourself 
strangely towards lady O'Shane — as to this fellow, 
don*t make such a rout about the business ; I dare 
say he will do very well : we shall hear what the sur- 
geon says. At -first I was horribly frightened — I 
thought you and Marcus had been quarrelling. Miss 
Annaly^ are not you afraid of staying out? Lady 
O'Shane, why do you keep miss Annaly ? Let sup- 
per go up directly." 

" Supper ! ay, every thing goes on as usu^l," said 
Ormond, " and I " 

" I must follow them in, and see how things are 
going on, and prevent gossiping, for your sake, my 
boy/' resumed sir Ulick, after a moment's pause. 
'' You have got into an ugly scrape. I pity you 
from my soul — I'm rash myself. Send the surgeon 
to me when he has seen the fellow. Depend upon 
me, if the worst come to the worst, there's nothing 
in the world I would not * do to serve you/* said 
sir Ulick : " so keep up your spirits, my boy — we 11 
cdkitrive to bring you through — at the worst, it will 
only be manslaughter." 

Ormond wrung sir Ulick's hand — thanked him for 
his kindness; but repeated, ''it will be murder — it 
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will be murder — my ovn conscience tells me so ! If 
be dies^ give me up to justice^* 

^' You'll think better of it before morning," said 
sir Ulickj as he lefk Ormond. 

The surgeon gave Ormond little comfort. After 
extracting the bullet, and examining the wound, he 
shook his head — he had but a bad opinion of the case; 
and when Ormond took him aside, and queistioned 
him more closely, he confessed that he thought the 
man would not live — he should not be surprised if he 
died before morning. The stitgeon was obliged to 
leave him to attend another patient; and Ori^ond, 
turning all the other people out of the room, declared 
he would sit up with Moriarty himself. A terrible 
night it was to him. To his alarmed aiid inexpe* 
rienced eyes the danger seemed even greater than it 
really was, and several times he thought his patient 
expiring, when he was faint from loss of blood. The 
moments in which Ormond was occupied in assisting 
him were the least painful. It was when he had 
nothing left to do, when he had leisure to think, that 
he was most miserable ; then the agony of suspense, 
and the horror of remorse, were felt, till feeling was 
exhausted; aud he would sit motionless and stupi-^ 
iied, till he was wakened again from this suspension 
of thought and feeling by some moan of the poor 
man, or some delirious startings. Toward morning 
the wounded man lay easier; and as Ormond was 
stooping over his bed to see whether he was asleep, 
Moriarty opened his eyes, and fixing them onOrmond^ 
said, in Inroken sentences, but so as very distinctly to 
be understood, '* Don't be in such trouble about the 
likes of me — I'll do very well, you'll see — and even 
suppose I wouldn't — not a friend I have shall ever 
prosecute — I'll charge 'em not — so be asy — ^for you're 
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a good heart — and the pistol went off unknownst to 
you— -rm sure there was no malice — let that be your 
eomfort. It might happen to any man^ let alone 
gentleman — don't take on so. Only think of young 
Mr. Harry sitting up the night with me ! — Oh ! if 
you'd go now and settle yourself yonder on t'o^er 
bed^ sir— I'd be a great dale asier^ and I don't d^ubt 
but I'd get a taste of sleep myself — while now, wid 
you standing over or foreneni me, I can't close an 
eye for thinking of you, Mr. Harry." 

Orniond immediately threw himself upon the 
other bed^ that he might relieve Moriarty's feelings. 
The good-nature and generosity of this poor fellow 
increased Ormond's keen sense of remorse. As to 
sleeping, for him it was impossible; whenever his 
ideas began to fall into that sort of confusion which 
precedes sleep, suddenly he felt as if his heart was 
struck or twinged, and he started with the recollec- 
tion that some dreadful thing had happened, and 
wakened to the sense of guilt and all its horrors. 
Moriarty now lying perfectly quiet and motionless, 
and Ormond not hearing him breathe, he was struck 
with the dread that he had breathed his last. A 
cold tremor came over Ormond — he rose in his bed, 
listening in acute agony, when to his relief he at last 
distinctly heard Moriarty breathing strongly, and 
Soon afterwards (no music was ever so delightful to 
Ormond's ear) heard him begin to breathe loudly, as 
if asleep. The morning light dawned soon after- 
wards, and the crowing of a cock was heard, which 
Ormond feared might waken him; but the poor man 
slept soundly through all these usual noises: the 
heaving of the bed-clothes over his breast went on 
with uninterrupted regularity. The gardener and 
bis wife softly opened the door of the room, to inquire 
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how tilings were going on; Ormond pointed to the 
hed, and they nodded^ and smiled^ and beckoned to 
him to come out, \rhispering that a taste of the 
morning air would do him good. He suffered them 
to lead him out, for he was afraid of debating the 
point in the room with the sleeping patient. The 
good people of the house, who had known Harry 
Ormond from a child, and who were exceedingly fond 
of him, as all the poor people in the neighbourhood 
were, said every thing they could think of upon this 
occasion to comfort him, and reiterated about a 
hundred times their prophecies, that Moriarty would 
be as sound and good a man as erer in a fortnight's 
time. " Sure, when he'd take the soft sleep he 
couldn't but do well." Then, perceiving that Ormond 
listened to them only with faint attention, the wife 
whispered to her hushand, " Come off to our work, 
Johnny — he'd like to be alone — he's not equal to 
listen to our talk yet — it's the surgeon must give him 
hope — and he'll soon be here, I trust." 

They went to their work, and left Ormond stand- 
ing in the porch. It was a fine morning — the birds 
w«re singing, and the smell of the honeysuckle, 
with which the porch was covered, wafted by the 
fresh morning air, struck Ormond 's senses, but struck 
him with melancholy. 

' " Every thing in nature is cheerful except myself! 
£very thing in this world going on just the same 
as it was yesterday — but all changed for me! — 
within a few short hours — ^by my own folly, my own 
madness! Every animal," thought he, as his attention 
was caught by the house dog, who was licking his 
hand, and as his eye fell upon the hen and chickens^ 
who were feeding before the door, " every animal is 
happy— and innocent! But if this man die^I shall 
be a murderer," 
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Hiis thought^ perpetually recurring, so oppressed 
him^ that he stood motionless, till he was roused by 
the Yoice of sir Ulick O'Shane. 

" Well, Harry Ormond, how is it with you, my 
boy? — The fellow's alive, I hope?" 

" Alive — Thank Heaven ! — yes ; and asleep." 

** Give ye joy — it would have been an ugly thing 
— not but what we could have brought you through : 
I'd go through thick and thin» you know, for you, as 
if it was for my own son. But lady O'Shane," said 
sir Ulick, changing his tone, and with a face of great 
concern, " I must talk to you about her — ^I may as 
well speak now, since it must be said." 

" I am afraid," said Ormond, " that I spoke too 
hastily last night: I beg your pardon." 

" Nay, nay, put me out of the question : you may 
do what you please with me — always could, from the 
time you were four years old ; but, you know, the 
more I love any body, the more lady O'Shane hates 
them. The fact is," continued sir Ulick, rubbing his 
eyes, " that I have had a weary night of it — lady 
O'Shane has been crying and whining in my ears. 
She says I encourage you in being insolent, and so 
forth : in short, she cannot endure you in the house 
any longer. I suspect that sour one" (sir Ulick 
among his intimates, always designated miss Black 
in this manner) ^' puts her up to it. But I will not 
give up my own boy — I will take it with a high 
hand. Separations are foolish things, as foolish as 
marriages; but I'd sooner part with lady O'Shane at 
once than let Harry Ormond think I'd forsake him, 
especially in awkward circumstances." 

*' That, sir Ulick, is what Harry Ormond can 
never think of you. He would be the basest, the 
most suspicious, the most ungrateful— But I must 
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not speak so loud/' continued he, loM^eHng his voice, 
*' lest it should waken Moriarty." 

Sir Ulick drew him away from the door, for Ormond 
was cool enough at this moment to have common 
sense. 

" My dear guardian-father, allow me still to call 
you hy that name/' continued Ormond, " believe me, 
your kindness is too fully — innumerable instances of 
your affection now press upon me, so that — 1 can't 
express myself; but depend upon it, suspicion of your 
friendship is the last that could enter my mind: I 
trust, therefore, you will do me the same sort of 
justice, and never suppose me capable of ingratitude 
<— though the time is come when we must part," 

Ormond could hardly pronounce the word. 

" Part ! " repeated sir Ulick : '' no, by all the saints, 
and all the devils in female form !" 

"I am resolved," said Ormond, "firmlv resolved 
pn one point*— never to be a cause of unhappiness to 
<me who has been the source of so much happiness 
to me: I will no more be an object of contention 
between you and lady O'Shane. Give her up rather 
than me — Heaven forbid! I the cause of separation! 
— never — never! I am determined, let what will 
become of me, I will no more be an inmate at Castle 
Hermitage." 

Tears started into Ormond's eyes; sir Ulick 
appeared much affected, and in a state of great 
embarrassment and indecision. 

He could not bear to think of it — he swore it must 
not be: then he gradually sunk to hoping it was 
not necessary, and proposing palliatives and half 
measures. Moriarty must be moved to-day — sent to 
his own friends. That point he had, for peace sake, 
conceded to her ladyship, he said ; but he should ex- 
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pect^ on her part^ that after a proper^ a decent apology 
from Ormonde things miglit still be accommodated 
and go on smoothly^ if that meddling miss Black 
would allow them. 

In short he managed so^ that whilst he confirmed 
the young man in his resolution to quit Castle 
Hermitage^ he threw all the blame on lady O'Shane; 
Ormond never doubting the steadiness of sir UHck's 
affection, nor suspecting that he had any secret 
motive for wishing to get rid of him. 

*' But where can you go, my dear boy ?— -What 
will you do with yourself? — What will become of 
vou?" 

'^ Never mind — ^never mind what becomes of me, 
my dear sir: V\l find means — I have the use of head 
and hands." 

'^ My cousin, Cornelius O'Shane, he is as fond of 
you almost as I am, and he is not cursed with a wife, 
and is blest with a daughter," said sir Ulick, with a 
sly smile. 

'^ Oh I yes," continued he, " I see it all now: you 
have ways and mean»-^I no longer object — 111 write 
-^no, you'd write better yourself to king Corny, for 
you are a greater favourite with his majesty than I 
am. Fare ye well — Heaven bless you! my boy," 
said sir Ulick, with warm emphasis. '^Remember, 
whenever yon want supplies. Castle Hermitage is 
your bank — you know I hare a bank at my back 
(sir Ulick was joined in a banking-house) — Castle 
Hermitage is your bank, and here's your quarter's 
allowance to begin with." 

Sir Ulick put a purse into Ormond's hand, and 
left him. 
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CHAPTER III. 

But is it natural^ is it possible^ that this sir Ulick 
O'Shane could so easily part with Harry Ormond, 
and thus '^ whistle him down the wind to prey at 
fortune?" For Harry Ormond, surely, if for any 
creature living, sir Ulick O'Shane's affection had 
shown itself disinterested and steady. When left a 
helpless infant, its mother dead, its father in India> 
he had taken the child from the nurse, who was too 
poor even to feed or clothe it as her own; and he had 
brought little Harry up at his castle with his own 
son — as his own son. He had been his darling — 
literally his spoiled child; nor had this fondness 
passed away with the prattling, playful graces of 
the child's first years — ^it had grown with its gix)wth. 
Harry became sir Ulick's favourite companion — 
hunting, shooting, carousing, as he had been his 
plaything during infancy. On no one occasion had 
Harry, violent and difficult to manage as he was to 
others, ever crossed sir Ulick's will, or in any way 
incurred his displeasure. And now, suddenly, with- 
out any cause, except the aversion of a wife, whose 
aversions seldom troubled him in any great degree, 
is it natural that he should give up Harry Ormond, 
and suffer him to sacrifice himself in vain for the 
preservation of a conjugal peace which sir Ulick 
ought to have known could not by such a sacrifice 
be preserved? Is it possible that sir Ulick should do 
this? Is it in human nature? 

Yes, in the nature of sir Ulick O'Shane. Long 
use had brought him to this; though his affections, 
perhaps, were naturally warm, he had on many 
occasions in his life sacrificed them to his scheming 
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iinaginaiioiis. Necessity — the necessity of h is affairs, 
the consequences of his extravagance — ^had brought 
him to this: the first sacrifices had not been made 
without painful struggles; but by degrees his mind 
had hardened, and his warmth of heart had cooled. 
When he said or swwe in the most cordial manner 
that he '^ would do any thing in the world to serve 
a friend/' there was always ' a mental reservation of 
''any thing that does not hurt my own interest, or 
cross my schemes." 

i^d how could Harry Ormond hurt his interest, 
or cross his schemes? or how had sir Ulick discovered 
this so suddenly? Miss Annaly's turning pale was 
the first cause of sir UHck's change of sentiments 
towards his young favourite. Afterwards, during 
the whole that passed, sir Ulick had watched the 
impression made upon her — he had observed that it 
was not for Marcus O'Shane's safety that she was 
anxious ; and he thought she had betrayed a secret 
attachment, the commencement of an attachment he 
thought it, of which she was perhaps herself uncon- 
scious. Were such an attachment to be confirmed, 
it would disappoint sir Ulick's schemes : therefore, 
with the cool decision of a practised schemer y he 
determined directly to get rid of Ormond. He had 
no intention of parting with him for ever, but merely 
while the Annalys were at Castle Hermitage: till his 
scheme was brought to bear, he would leave Harry 
at the Black Islands, and he could, he thought, recall 
him from banishment, and force a reconciliation 
with lady O'Shane, and reinstate him in favour, at 
pleasure. 

But is it possible that miss Annaly, such an 
amiable and elegant young lady as she is described 
to be^ should feel any attachment^ any predilection 
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for such a young man as Ormond; ill-educated^ 
unpolished, with a violent temper, which had 
brought him early in life into the dreadful situation 
in which he now stands? And at the moment when; 
covered with the blood of an innocent man, he stood 
before her, an object of disgust and horror, could any 
sentiment like love exist or arise in a well-principled 
mind? 

Certainly not. Sir Ulick's acquaintance with 
unprincipled women misled him completely in this 
instance, and deprived him of his usual power of .dis- 
criminating character. Harry Ormond was uncom« 
monly handsome; and though so young, had a finely^ 
formed, manly, graceful figure; and his manner, 
whenever he spoke to women, was peculiarly pre- 
possessing. These personal accomplishments, sir 
Ulick thought, were quite sufficient to win any 
lady's heart — but Florence Annaly was not to be 
won by such means: no feeling of love for Mr. 
Ormond had ever touched her heart, nor even 
crossed her imagination; none under such circum- 
stances could have arisen in her innooent and well- 
regulated mind. Sudden terror, and confused ap- 
prehension of evil, made her grow very pale at the 
sight of his bloody apparition at the window of the 
ball-room. Bodily weakness, for she was not at thie 
time in strong health, must be her apology, if she 
need any, for the faintness and loss of presence of 
mind, which sir Ulick construed into proofs of tender 
anxiety for the personal fate of this young man. In 
the scene that followed, horror of his crime, pity for 
the agony of his remorse, was what she felt — ^what 
she strongly expressed to her mother, the moment 
she reached her apartment that night: nor did her 
mother^ who knew her thoroughly, ever for an instant 
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suspect that in her emotion there was a mixture of 
any sentiments but those which she expressed. Both ' 
mother and daughter were extremely shocked. They 
were also struck with regret at the idea that a young 
main, in whom they had seen many instances of a 
generous, good disposition, of natural qualities and 
talents, which might have made him a useful, 
snniable, and admirable member of society, should 
be, thus early, a victim to his own undisciplined pas- 
sion. During the preceding winter they had occa- 
sionally seen something of Ormond in Dublin. In 
the midst of the dissipated life which he led, upon 
one or two occasions, of which we cannot now stop to 
give an account, he had shown that he was capable 
of being a very difierent character from that which 
he had been made by bad education, bad example, 
and profligate indolence, or shameful neglect on 
the part of his guardian. 

Immediately after sir Ulick had left Ormond, the 
surgtton appeared, and a new train' of emotions arose. 
He had no . time to reflect on sir UHck's conduct. 
He felt hurried on rapidly > like one in a terrible 
dream. He returned with the surgeon to the 
wounded man. . 

Moriarty had wakened, much refreshed from his 
sleep, and the surgeon confessed that his patient was 
in&itely.better than he had expected to And him. 
Moriarty evidently exerted himself as much as he 
possibly could to appear better, that he might calm 
Oraiond's anxiety, who stood watting, with Iboks that 
showed his implicit faith in the oracle, and feeling 
that his own fate depended upon the next words that 
should be uttered. Let no one scoff at his easy faith : 
at this time Ormond was very youngj nol yet nine- 
teen, and had no expei*ience, either of the probability 
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or of the fallacy of medical predictions. After Iook<« 
ing very grave and very wise^ and questioning and 
cross-questioning a proper time, the surgeon said it 
was impossible for him to pronounce any thing 
decidedly till the patient should have passed another 
night; but that if the next night proved favourable, 
he might then venture to declare him out of imme- 
diate danger, and might then begin to hope that, 
with time and care, he would do well. With this 
opinion, guarded and dubious as it was, Ormond was 
delighted — his heart felt relieved of part of the 
heavy load by which it had been oppressed, and tlie 
surgeon was well feed from the purse which sir 
Ulick had put into Ormond's hands. Ormond's 
next business was to send a gossoon with a letter to 
his friend the king of the Black Islands, to tell him 
all that had passed, and to request an asylum in 
his dominions. By the time he had finished and 
despatched his letter, it was eight o'clock in the 
morning; and he was afraid that before he could 
receive an answer, it might be too late in the day to 
carry a wounded man as far as the Black Islands: he 
therefore accepted the hospitable offer of the village 
school-mistress, to give him and his^tient a lodging 
for that night. There was indeed no one in the 
place who would not have done as much for master 
Harry. All were in astonishment and sorrow when 
they heard that he was going to leave the castle; and 
their hatred to lady O'Shane would have known no 
bounds, had they learned that she was the cause of 
his banishment: but this he generously concealed^ 
and forbade those of his followers or partisans, who 
had known any thing j>f what had passed, to repeat 
what they had heard. It was late in the day before 
Marcus rose; for he had to sleep off the effects of 
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bis last night's intemperance. He was in great 
astonisliment when he learned that Ormond was 
really going away; and ^' could scarcely believe/' as 
he said repeatedly^ ''that Harry was so mad^ or such 
a fool. As to Moriarty, a few guineas would have 
settled the business, if no rout had been made about 
it* Sitting up all night with such a fellow, and 
being in such agonies about him — how absurd ! What 
more could he have done, if he had shot a gentleman, 
or his best friend? But Harry Ormond was always 
in extremes." 

Marcus, though he had not a very clear recollection 
of the events of the preceding night, was conscious, 
however, that he had been much more to blame than 
Ormond had stated; he had a remembrance of having 
been very violent, and of having urged Ormond to 
chastise Moriarty. It was nut the first time that 
Ormond had screened him from blame, by taking the 
whole upon himself. For this Marcus was grateful 
to a certain degree: he thought he was fond of Harry. 
Ormond; but he had not for him the solid friendship 
that would stand the test of adversity, still less would 
it, be capable of standing against any difference of 
party opinion. Marcus, though he appeared a mild, 
indolent youth, was violent where his prejudices were 
concerned. Instead of being governed by justice in 
his conduct towards his inferiors, he took strong dis-. 
likes, either upon false informations, or without suffi- 
cient examination of the facts : cringing and flattery 
easily won his favour; and, on the other hand, he 
resented any spirit of Independence, or even the least 
contradiction, from an inferior. These defects in his 
temper appeared more and more in him every year^ 
As he ceased to be a boy and was called upon to act 
as a man, the consequences of his actions became of 
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greater importance; but in acquiring more power, fie 
did not acquire more reason^ or greater command 
over himself. He was now provoked with Ormon^ 
for being so anxious about Moriarty Carroll, because 
he disliked the Carrolls, and especially Moriarty, for 
some slight cause not worth recording*. He went, ta 
Ormond, and argued the matter with him, but in 
vain. Marcus resented this sturdiness, and they 
parted, displeased with each other. Though Marcus 
expressed in words much regret at his companion's 
adhering to the resolution of quitting his'father's 
bouse, yet it might be doubted whether at the end 
of the conference these professions were entirely sin- 
cere, whatever they might have been at the begin^ 
ning: he had not a large mind, and perhaps he was 
not sorry to get rid of a companion who had often 
rivalled him in his father's favour, and who might 
rival him where it was still more his ambition to 
please. The coldness of Marcus's manner at parting, 
and the little difficulty which he felt in the separa- 
tion, gave exquisite pain to poor Ormond, who, 
though he was resolved to go, did wish to be 
r^retted, especially by the companion, the frieod 
of his childhood. The warmth of his guardian's 
manner had happily deceived him; and to the recol* 
lection of this he recurred for comfort at this moment, 
when his heart ached, and he was almost exhausted 
with the succession of the painful^ violently painful, 
feelings of the last four-and-twenty hours. 

The gossoon who had been sent with the dispatch 
to the king of the Black Islands did not return this 
day— disappointment upon disappointment. Mori- 
artv, who had exerted himself too much, that he 
might appear better than he really was, suffered 
proporticnably this nfght; und so did Ormond, who. 
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never before haVing been with aniy persfon delfrioiis 
from fever, was exceasivelv alarmed. What he en-* 
dured cannot be described: it was, however, happy fur 
him that he was forced to bear it all — nothing less 
could have made a sufficient impression on his mind 
— nothing less could have been a sufficient warning 
to set a guard upon the violence of his tempet. y 

In the morning the fever abated: about eight 
o'clock the patient sunk into a sound sleep; and 
Ormond, kneeling by his bedside, ardent in devotion 
as in all his sentiments, gave thanks to Heaven; 
prayed for -Moriarty's perfect recovery, and vowed 
\rith the strongest adjurations that if he might be 
spared for this offence, if he might be saved from the 
horror of being a murderer, no passion, no provoca« 
tion should ever, during the whole future course of 
his life, tempt him to lift his hand against a fellow-* 
creature. 

As he rose from his knees, after making thi$ 
prayer and this vow, he was surprised to see stand- 
ing beside him lady Annaly — she had made a sign 
to the sick man not to interrupt Ormond's devotion 
by any exclamation at her entrance. 

'^ Be not distiirbed — let me not feel that I embar- 
rass you, Mr. Ormond," said she : " I came here not 
to intrude upon your privacy. Be not ashamed, 
young gentleman," continued she, "that I should 
have witnessed feelings that dp you honour, and that 
interest me in your future fate." 

"Interest lady Annaly in my future fate! — Is it 
possible!" exclaimed Ormond: "Is it possible that 
<me of whom I stood so much in awe — one whom I 
thought so much too good, ever to bestow a thought 
on — such a one as I am — as I was, even before thi^ 
fatal—" (his voice failed.) 
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^' Not fatal, I hope — I trust/' said lady Annaly: 
<^this poor man's looks at this moment assure me 
that he is likely to do well." 

*' True for ye, my lady," said Moriarty, ^' I'll do 
my hest, surely: I'd live through all, if possible, for 
his sake, let alone my mudther's, or shister's, or my 
own — 'twould be too bad, after all the trouble he got 
these two nights, to be dying at last, and hantiug 
him, may be, whether I would or no — for as to pro- 
secuting, that would never be any way, if I died 
twenty times over. I sint off that word to my mud- 
ther and shister, with my curse if they'd do other — 
and only that they were at the fair, and did not get 
the word, or the news of my little accident, they'd 
have been here long ago; and the minute they come, 
I'll swear 'em not to prosecute, or harbour a thought 
of revenge again' him, who had no malice again' me, 
no mor^ than a child. And at another's bidding, 
more than his own, he drew the trigger, and the 
pistol went off unknownst, in a passion: so there's 
the case for you, my lady." 

Lady Annaly, who was pleased with the poor fel- 
low's simplicity and generosity in this tragi-comic 
statement of the case, inquired if she could in any 
way afford him assistance. 

'^ I thank your ladyship, but Mr. Harry lets me 
want for nothing." 

*' Nor ever will, while I have a farthing I can call 
my own," cried Ormond. 

" But I hope, Mr. Ormond," said lady Annaly, 
smiling, ''that when Moriarty — is not that his name? 
— regains his strength, to which he seems well in- 
clined, you do not mean to make him miserable and 
good for nothing, by supporting him in idleness.^" 

*' No, he sha'n'tj my lady — I would not let him be 
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wasting his little substance on me. And did ye hear, 
my lady, how he is going to lave Castle Hermitage? 
Well, of all the surprises ever I got I It come upon 
me like a shot — my shot was nothing to it !" 

It was necessary to insist upon Moriarty's sub* 
mitting to be silent and quiet; for not having the 
fear of the surgeon before his eyes, and having got 
over his first awe of the lady, he was becoming too 
full of oratory and action. 

Lady Annaly took Ormond out with her, that she 
might speak to him of his own affairs. 

" You will not, I hope, Mr. Ormond, ascribe it to 
idle curiosity, but to a wish to be of service, if I 
inquire what your future plans in life may be ? " 

Ormond had never formed any, distinctly. '' He 
was not fit for any profession, except, perhaps, the 
army — ^he was too old for the navy — he was at pre- 
sent going, he believed, to the house of an old friend, 
a relation of sir Ulick, Mr. Cornelius O'Shane." 

^' My son, sir Herbert Annaly, has an estate in 
this neighbourhood, at which he has never yet re* 
sided, but we are going there when we leave Castle 
Hermitage. I shall hope to see you at Annaly, when 
you have determined on your plans; perhaps you may 
show us how we can assist in forwarding them." 

'^ Is it possible," repeated Ormond, in unfeigned 
astonishment, ''that your ladyship can be so very 
good, so condescending, to one who so little deserves 
it ^ But I mU deserve it in future. If I get over 
this — interested in my future fate — lady Annaly ! " 

'' I knew your father many years ago," said lady 
Annaly; '' and as his son, I might feel some interest 
for you; but I will tell you sincerely, that, on some 
occasions, when we met in Dublin, I perceived traits 
i>i goodness in you, whichjf on your own account. 
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Mr. OrmoHd, have interested me in your fate. But 
fate is an unmeaning commonplace — worse than 
commonplace — word: it is a word that leads us to 
imagine that we are fated or doomed to certain for- 
tunes ur misfortunes in life. I have had a great deal 
of experience^ and from all I have observed, it appears 
to nie that far the greatest part of our hs^piness or 
misery in life depends upon ourselves." 

Ormond stopped short, and listened with the 
eagerness of one of quick feeling and ^uick capacity, 
who seizes an idea that is new to him, and the truth 
and vahie of which he at once appreciates. For the 
first time in his life he beard good sense from the 
voice of benevolence — ^he anxiously desired that she 
should go on speaking, and stood in such an attitude 
of attentive deference as fully marked that wish. 

But at this moment lady O'Sbane's footman came 
up with a message from his lady; her ladyship sent 
to let lady Annaly know that breakfast was ready. 
Repeating her good wishes to Ormond, she bade him 
adieu, while he was too much overpowered with his 
sense of gratitude to return her thanks. 

^' Since there exists a being, and such a being, 
interested for me, I must be worth something — and 
I will make myself worth something more : I will 
begin from this moment, I am resolved, to improve ; 
and who knows but in the end I may become every 
thing that is good ? I don't want to be great." 

Though this resolution was not steadily adhered 
to, though it was for a time coQiiteracted by drcum* 
stances, it was never afterwards entirely forgotten. 
From this period, in consequence of the great and 
painful impression which had been suddenly made 
on his mind, and from a few words of sense and kind- 
ness spoken to him at a time when his heart was 



happily prepared to receive them, we nay date the ^ 
commencement of our hero's reformation and improve- 
ment — hero, we say; but certainly never man had 
more faults than Ormond had to Correct^ or to be cor- 
rected^ before he could come up to the received idea 
oi any description of hero. Most heroes are born 
perfect — so at least their biographers^ or rather their 
panegyrists, would have us believe. Our hero is 
far from this happy lot; the readers of his story are 
in no danger of being wearied, at first setting out, 
with the list of his merits and accomplishments; nor 
will they be awed or discouraged by the exhibition 
of virtue above the common standard of humanity — 
beyond the hope of imitation. On the contrary, 
most people will comfort and bless themselves with 
the reflection, that they never were quite so foolish i 
nor quite so bad, as Harry Ormond. 

For the advantage of those who may wish to insti- 
tute the comparison^ his biographer^ in writing the 
life of Ormond, deems it a point of honour to ex- 
tenuate nothing; but to trace, with an impartial 
hand, not only every improvement and advance, but 
every deviation or retrograde movement. > 



CHAPTER IV. 



Full of sudden zeal for his own improvement, Or- 
mond sat down at the foot of a tree, determined to 
make a list of all his faults, and of all his good reso- 
lutions for the future. He took out his pencil, and 
began on the back of a letter the following resolu- 
tions, in a sad scrawling hand and incorrect style. ' 
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HARRY ORUOND's GOOD RESOLUTIONS. 

Resoived Ist. — That I will never drink more than 
(blank number of) glasses. 

Resolved 2dly. — That I will cure myself of being 
passionate. 

Resolved Sdly.— That I w|li never keep low com- 
pany. 

Resolved. — That I am too fond of flattery — wo- 
men's^ especially^ I like most. To cure myself of 
that. 

Here be was interrupted by the sight of a little 
gossoon^ with a short stick tucked under his arm, 
who came pattering on barefoot in a kind of pace 
indescribable to those who have never seen it — ^it 
was something as like walking or running as chant- 
ing is to speaking or singing. 

'' The answer I am from the Black Islands, master 
Harry; and would have been back wid you afore 
nightfall yesterday, only he — king Corny — was at 
the feir of Frisky — could not write till this morning 
any way — but has his service to ye, master Harry, 
will be in it for ye by half after two with a bed and 
blanket for -Moriarty, he bid me say on account he 
forgot to put it in the note. In the Sally Cove the 
boat will be there abow in the big lough, forenent 
the spot where the fir dale was cut last seraph by 
them rogues." 

The dispatch from the king of the Black Islands 
was then produced from the messenger's bosom, and 
it ran as follows : 

" Dear Harry. What the mischief has come over 
cousin Ulick to be banishing you from Castle Her- 
mitage ? But since he conformed, he was never the 
same man, especially since his last mis-marriage. 



ORMOND. 43 

fiut no use moralizing — ^he was always too much of a 
courtier for me. Come you to me^ my dear boy, 
who is no courtier^ and you*ll be received and embra- 
ced with open arms — was I Briareus the same way 
—Bring Moriarty Carroll (if that's his name), the 
boy you shot, which has given you so much concern 
•—for which I like you the better — and honour that 
boy, who, living or dying, forbade to prosecute. 
Don't be surprised to see the roof the way it is : — 
since Tuesday I wedged it up bodily without stirring 
a stick : — you'll see it from the boat, standing three 
foot high above the walls, waiting while I'm build- 
ing up to it— to get attics — which I shall for next to 
nothing — by my own contrivance. Meantime, good 
dry lodging, as usual, for all friends at the palace. He 
shall be well tended for you by Sheelah Dunshaugh- 
lin, the mother of Betty, worth a hundred of her ! 
and we'll soon set him up again with the help of 
such a nurse, as well as ever, I'll engage ; for I'm a 
bit of a doctor, you know, as well as every thing else. 
But don't let any other doctor, surgeon, or apothe- 
cary, be coming after him for your life — for none 
ever gets a permit to land, to my knowledge, on the 
Black Islands — to which I attribute, under Provi- 
dence, to say nothing of my own skill in practice, 
the wonderful preservation of my people in health— 
that, and woodsorrell, and another secret or two not 
to be committed to paper in a hurry — all which I 
would not have written to you, but am in the gout 
since four this morning, held by the foot fast— else 
I'd not be writing, but would have gone every inch 
of the way for you myself in style, in lieu of sending^ 
which is all I can now do, my six-oared boat, stream- 
ers flying, and piper playing like mad — ^for I would 
not have you be coming like a banished mau^ but in 
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all gioTx, to Cornelius O'Sbane, commonly calleS 
king Corny — but no king to you, only yoUr hearty 
old friend." 

" Heaven Wess Cornelius 0*Shane !** said Harry 
Ormond to himself, as he finished this letter. " King 
or no king, the most warm-hearted man on earthy 
let the other be who he will." 

Then pressing this letter to his heart, he put it 
u]> carefully, and rising in haste, he dropped the 
list of his faults. That train of associations was 
completely broken, and for the present completely 
forgotten ; nor was it likely to be soon renewed at 
the Black Islands, especially in the palace, where he 
was now going to take up his residence. Moriarty 
was laid on a bed ; and was transported, M-ith Or-^ 
mond, in the six-oared boat, streamers flying, and 
piper playing, across the lake to the islands. Mori- 
arty 's liead ached terribly, but he nevertheless 
enjoyed the playing of the pipes in his ear, because 
of the air of triumph it gave master Harry, to go 
away in this grandeur, in the face of the country. 
King Corny ordered the discharge of twelve guns on 
his landing, which popped one after another glori- 
ously — the hospitable echoes, as Moriarty called them, 
repeating the sound. A horse, decked with ribands, 
waited on the shore, with king Corny's compliments 
for prince Harry, as the boy, who held the stirrup 
for Ormond to mounts said he was instructed to call 
him, and to proclaim him *' Prince Harry" through- 
out the island, which he did by sound of liorn, tH^ 
whole way they proceeded to the palace — very much 
to the annoyance of the horse, but all for the greater 
glory of the prince, who managed his steed to the 
admiration of the shouting ragged multkude, and 
of his majesty, who sat in state in his gouty chair at 
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the palace door. He had had himself rolled out to 
welcome the coming guest. 

'* By all that's princely," cried he, " then, that 
young Harry Ormond was intended for a prince, he 
sits a horse so like myself; and that horse requires a 
master hand to manage him." 

Ormond alighted. 

The gracious, cordial, fatherly welcome, with which 
he was received, delighted his heart 

" Welcome, prince, my adopted son, welcome to 
Corny CMitle — palace, I would hare said, only for 
the constituted authorities of the post-office, that 
might take exceptions, and not be sending me my 
letters right. As I am neither bishop nor arch, I 
hare, in their blind eyes or conceptions, no right* — 
Lord help them ! — ^to a temporal palace. Be that 
as it may, come you in with me, here into the big 
room — and see! there's the bed in the corner for 
your first object, my boy— r your wounded chap; and 
I'll visit his wound, and fix it and him the first thing 
for ye, the minute he comes up." 
' His majesty pointed to a bed in the corner of a 
large apartment, whose beautiful painted ceiling and 
cornice, and fine chimney-piece with caryatides of 
white marble, ill accorded with the heaps of oats and 
corn, the thrashing cloth and flail, which lay on the 
floor. 

" It is intended for a drawing-room, understand," 
said king Corny; ''but till it is finished, I use it 
for a granary or a barn, when it would not be a bar- 
rack-room or hospital, which last is most useful at 
present." 

. To this hospital Moriarty was carefully conveyed. 
Here, notwithstanding his gout, which affected only 
his feet, king Corny dressed Moriarty 's wound with 



46 ORUONB. 

exquisite tenderness and skill ; for he had actually 
acquired knowledge and address in many arts^ with 
which none could have suspected him to have been 
in the least acquainted. 

Dinner was soon announced^ which was served up 
with such a strange mixture of profusion and care- 
lessness^ as showed that the attendants^ who were 
numerous and ill caparisoned^ were not much used 
to gala-days. The crowds who had accompanied 
Moriartv into the house, were admitted into the 
dining-room^ where they stood round the king^ 
prince^ and father Jos the priest^ as the courtiers, 
during the king's supper at Versailles^ surrounded 
the king of France. But these poor people were 
treated with more hospitality than were the cour- 
tiers of the French king ; for as soon as the dishes 
were removed, their contents were generously dis- 
tributed among the attendant multitude. The 
people blest both king and prince, '' wishing them 
health and happiness long to rdgn over them;" and 
bowing suitably to his majesty the king, and to his 
reverence the priest, without standing upon the order 
of their going, departed. 

'^And now, father Jos," said the king to the 
priest, '^say grace, and draw close, and let me see 
you do justice to my claret, or the whiskey punch if 
you prefer ; and you, prince Harry, we will set to 
it regally as long as you please." 

"Till tea-time," thought young Harry. ^'Till 
supper-time," thought father Jos. " Till bed-time," 
thought king Corny. 

At tea-time young Harry, in pursuance of his re- 
solution the Jirst, rose, but he was seized instantly, 
and held down to his chair. The royal command 
was laid upon him ** to sit still and be a good fellow." 
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Moreover the door was locked — so that there was no 
escape or retreat. 

llie next morning when he wakened with an 
aching head^ he recollected with disgust the figure 
of father Jos, and all the noisy mirth of the prer 
ceding night. Not without some self-contempt, he 
asked himself what had become of his resolution. 

'' The wounded boy was axing for you, master 
Harry/' said the girl, who came in to open the 
shutters. 

How IS he ? " cried Harry, starting up. 
He is but soberly;* he got the night but mid- 
dling; he concaits he could not sleep becaase he did 
not get a sight of your honour afore he'd settle — I 
tell him 'tis the change of beds, which always hin« 
ders a body to sleep the first night." 

The sense of having totally forgotten the poor 
fellow — the contrast between this forgetfulness and 
the anxiety and contrition of the two preceding 
nights, actually surprised Ormond : he could hardly 
believe that he was one and the same person. 
Then came excuses to himself: '' Gratitude— com- 
mon civility — the peremptoriness of king Corny— 
his passionate temper, when opposed on this tender 
point — the locked door — and two to one: in short, 
there was an impossibility in the circumstances of 
doing otherwise than what he had done. But then 
the same impossibility — the same circumstances — 
might recur the next night, and the next, and so 
on : the peremptory temper of King Corny was not 
likely to alter, and the moral obligation of gratitude 
would continue the same ; so that at nineteen was 
her to become, from complaisance, what his soul and 
body abhorred — an habitual drunkard ? And 'what 

^ But sober ly^^not very well, or in good spirits** 
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would becobae of lady Annaly's interest in his fate 
or his improvement ? " 

The two questions were not of equal importance, 
but- our hero whs at this time far from hating any 
just proportion in his reasoning : it was well he rea« 
aoned at all. The argument as to the obligation of 
gratitude — thevie^he bad taken of the never-ending 
nature of the evily which must be the consequence of 
beginning with weak complaisance — above all, the 
feeling that he had so lost his reason as not only to 
forget Moriarty, but to have been again incapable of 
commanding, his passions^ if any thing had occurred 
to cross his temper, determined Ormond to make a 
firm resistance on the next occasion that should occur: 
it did occur the very next night After a dinner 
given to his chief tenants and the genteel people of 
the islands — a dinner in honour and in introduction 
of his adopted soiiy king Corny gave a toast " to the 
prince presumptive/' as he now styled him — a bum- 
per toast. Soon afterwards he detected daylight in 
Harry's glass, and cursing it properly, he insisted on 
flowing. bowls and h\\\ glasses. ^'What! are you 
prince pre9umpitious9** cried he, with a half angry 
and astonished look. ^^ Would you resist and con-* 
tradict your father and king at his own table after 
dinner ? Down with the glass ! " 

Farther and steady resistance changed the jesting 
tone and half angry look of king Corny into sullen 
silence, and a black portentous brow of serious dis- 
pleasure. After a decent time of sitting, the bottle 
passing him witliout farther importunity, Ormond 
rose — it was. a hard struggle; for in the face of his 
benefactor he saw reproach and rage bursting frooi 
every feature: still he moved on towards the door. 
He hoard the. words " sneaking off sober I — let him 
sneak I" 
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Ormond had his hand on the lock of the door — it 
was a bad lock^ and opened with difficulty. 

*' There's gratitude for you ! No heart, after all — 
I mistook him." 

Ormond turned back, and firmly- standing and 
firmly speaking, he said, *' You did not mistake me 
formerly, sir; but you mistake me now! — Sneaking ! 
— Is there any man here, sober or drunk," continued 
he, impetuously approaching the table, and looking 
round full in every face, — '^ is there anjr man here 
dares to say so but yourself? — You, t^ou, ray bene- 
factor, my friend; you have said it — think it you 
did not — you could not, but say it you may — Yoti 
may say what you will to Harry Ormond, bound to 
you as he is — bound hand and foot and heart! — 
Trample on him as you will— ^om may. No heart ! 
Oblige me, gentlemen, some of you," cried he, his 
anger rising and his eyes kindling as he spoke, '^ some 
of you gentlemen, if any of you think so, oblige me by 
saying so. No gratitude, sir ! " turning from them, and 
addressing himself to the old man, who held an 
untasted glass of claret as he listened — ^^ No gra- 
titude! Have not I ? — Try me, try me to the death 
— you have tried me to the quick of the heart, and I 
have borne it." 

He could bear it no longer: he threw himself into 
the vacant chair, flung out his arms on the table, and 
laying his face down upon them, wept aloud. Cor« 
nelius 0*Shane pushed the wine away. '' I've wronged 
the boy grievously," said he; and forgetting the gout, 
he rose from his chair, hobbled to him, and leaning 
over him, " Harry, 'tis I — look up, my own boy, and 
say you forgive me, or I'll never forgive myself. 
That's well," continued he, as Harry looked up and 
gave him his hand; " that's well ! — you've taken the 
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twinge out of my heart worse than the gout: not a 
drop of gall or malice in your nature, nor erer was, 
more than in the child unborn. But see^ I'll tell 
you what you'll do now, Harry, to settle all things 
• — and lest the fit should take me ever to be mad 
with you on this score again. You don't chooise to 
drink more than's becoming? — Well, you'se right, 
and I'm wrong. 'Twould be a burning shame of 
me to make of you what I have made of myself. 
We must do only as well as we can. But I will 
ensure you against the future ; and before we take 
another glass — there's the priest — and you, Tom 
Ferrally there, step you for my swearing book. Harry 
Ormond, you shall take an oath against drinking more 
glasses than you please evermore, and then you're safe 
from me. But stay — you are a heretic. Phoo I what 
am I saying? 'twas seeing the priest put that word 
heretic in my head — you're not a catholic, I mean. 
But an oath's an oath, taken before priest or parson 
— an oath, taken how you will, will operate. But 
stay, to make all easy, 'tis I'll take it." 

^^ Against drinking, you ! king Corny!" said father 
Jos, stopping his hand, '^and in case of the gout in 
vour stomach ?" 

^^ Against drinking! do you think I'd perjure 
myself? No ! But against pressing him to it — I'll 
take my oath I'll never ask him to drink another 
glass more than he likes." 

The oath was taken, and king Corny concluded 
the ceremony by observing that, after all, there was 
no character he despised more than that of a sot. 
But every gentleman knew that there was a wide 
and material difference betwixt a gentleman who was 
fond of his bottle, and that unfortunate being, an 
habitual drunkard. For his own part, it ..was his 
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'CStaUished rule bever to go to bed without a proper 
quantity of liquor under his belt ; but he defied the 
universe to say he was ever known to be drunk. 

At a court where such ingenious casuistry pre- 
vailed> it was happy for our hero that an unqualify- 
ing oath now protected his resolution. 



CHAPTER V. 



In the middle of the night our hero was wakened 
by a loud bellowing. It was only king Corny in a 
paroxysm of the gout. His majesty was naturally of 
a very impatient temper, and his maxims of philoso- 
phy encouraged him to the most unrestrained expres- 
sion of his feelings — the maxims of his philosophy — 
for he had read, though in a most desultory manner, 
and he had thought often deeply, and not seldom 
justly. The turns of his mind, and the questions he 
asked^ were sometimes utterly unexpected* '^ Pray, 
now," said he to Harry, who stood beside his Ijed, 
" now that I've a moment's ease — did you ever hear 
of the Stoics that the bookmen talk of .^ and can you 
tell me what good any one of them ever got by making 
it a point to make no noise, when they'd be punished 
and racked with pains of body or mind ? Why, I 
will tell you all they got — all they got was no pity : 
who would give them pity that did not require it } 
1 could bleed to death in a bath, as well as the best 
of them, if I chose it; or chew a bullet if I set my 
teeth to it, with any man in a regiment — but where's 
the use ? nature knows best, and she says roar!" 
And he roared — for another twinge seized him. 

Nature said sleep! several times this night to 
Harry, -and to every body in the palace; but they 
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did not sleep^ they could not^ while the roaring 
continued : so all had reason to rejoice^ and Moriarty 
in particular when his majesty's paroxysm was past. 
Harry was in a sound sleep at twelve o'clock^ the 
next day> when he was summoned into the royal 
presence. He found king Corny sitting at ease in 
his bed^ and that bed strewed over with a variety of 
roots and leaves^ weeds and plants. An old woman 
was hovering over the fire^ stirring something in a 
black kettle. " Simples these — of wonderful unknown 
power," said king Corny to Harry, as he approached 
the bed ; " and I'll engage you don't know the name 
even of the half of them." 

Harry confessed his ignorance. 

''So shame for you — was you as wise as king 
Solomon himself, you might not know them, for he 
did not, nor couldn't, he that had never set his foot a 
grousing on an Irish bog. Sheelah, come you over, 
and say what's this ? " 

The- old woman now came to assist at this bed of 
botany, and with spectacles slipping off, and pushed 
on her nose continually, peered over each green thing, 
and named in Irish *' every herb that sips the dew." 

Sheelah was deeper in Irish lore than king Corny 
could pretend to be: but then he humbled her with 
the '^ black hellebore of the ancients," and he had, in 
an unaccountable manner, affected her imagination 
by talking of " that famous bowl of narcotic poisons, 
which that great man Socrates drank off." Sheelah 
would interrupt herself in the middle of a sentence, 
and curtsy if she heard him pronounce the name of 
Socrates — and at the mention of the bowl, she would 
regularly sigh, and exclaim, " Lord save us ! — But 
that was a wicked bowl." 

Then after a cast of her eyes up to heaven^ and 
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crossing herself on the forehead^ she would take up 
her discourse at the word where she had left off. 

King Corny set to work compounding plasters and 
embrocations^ preparing all sorts of decoctions of roots 
and leaves^ famous through the country. And while 
he directed and gesticulated from his bed, the old 
woman worked over the fire in obedience to his 
commands ; sometimes, however, not with that 
'' prompt and mute obedience" which the great re- 
quire. 

It was fortunate for Moriarty that king Corny, 
not having the use of his nether limbs, could not 
attend even in his gouty chair to administer the 
medicines he had made, and to see them fairly swaU 
lowed. Sheelah, whose conscience was easy on this 
point, contented herself with giving him a strict 
charge to " take every bottle to the last drop." All 
she insisted upon for her own part was, that she must 
Ue the charm round his neck and arm. She would 
fain have removed the dressings of the wound to 
substitute plasters of her own, over which she had 
pronounced certain prayers or incantations; but 
Moriarty, who had ^seized and held fast one good 
principle of surgery, that the air must never be let 
into the wound, held mainly to this maxim, and all 
Sheelah could obtain was permission to clap on her 
charmed plaster over the dressing. 

In due time, or, as king Corny triumphantly ob- 
8er\'ed, in ** a wonderful short period," Moriarty got 
quite well, long before the king's gout was cured, 
even with the assistance of the black hellebore of the 
ancients. King Corny was so well pleased with his 
patient for doing such credit to his medical skill, 
that he gave him and his family a cabin, and spot of 
land, in the islands — a ca.bin near the palace ; and at 
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Harry's request made him his wood-ranger and his 
gamekeeper — the one a lucrative place^ thfe other a 
sinecure. 

Master Harry — prince Harry — ^was now looked 
up to as a person all powerful with the master ; and 
petitions and requests to speak for them^ to speak 
just one word^ came pouring from all sides: but 
however enviable his situation as favourite and prince 
presumptive might appear to others^ it was not in all 
respects comfortable to himself. 

Formerly^ when a boy^ in his visits to the Black 
Islands, he used to have a little companion of whom 
he was fond — Dora — king Corny 's daughter. Missing 
her much, he inquired from her father where she was 
gone, and when she was likely to return. 

" She is gone off to the continent — ^to the continent 
of Ireland, that is; but not banished for any mis- 
demeanour. You know," said king Corny, " 'tis 
generally considered as a punishment in the Bl&ck 
Islands to be banished to Ireland. A threat of that 
kind I find sufficient to bring the most refractory and 
ill-disposed of my subjects, if I had any of that 
description, to rason in the last resort; but to that 
ultimate law I have not recourse, escept in extreme 
cases; I understand my business^ of king too well 
to wear out either shame or fear; but you are no 
legislator yet, prince Harry. So what was you ask- 
ing me about Dora ? She is only gone a trip to the 
continent, to her aunt's, by the mother's side, miss 
O'Faiey, that you never saW, to get the advantage of 
a dancing-master, which myself don't think she wants 
-—a natural carriage; with native graces, being, in 
ray unsophisticated opinion, worth all the dancing- 
master's positions; contortions, or drillings; but her 
aunt's of a contrary opinion, and the women say it is^ 
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essential. So let 'em put Dora in the stocks^ and 
punish her as they wili^ she'll he the gladder to get 
free^ and fly hack from their continent to her own 
Black Islands,, and to you and me — that is, to me — 
I ax your pardon, Harry Ormond; for you know, or 
I should tell you in time, she is engaged already to 
White Connal, of Glynn — from her birth. That 
engagement I made with the father over a bowl of 
punch — I promised — Fm afraid it was a foolish 
business — I promised if ever he. Old Connal, should 
have a son, and I should have a daughter, his son 
should marry my daughter. I promised I say — I took 
my oath : and then Mrs. Connal that was, had shortly 
after, not one son, but two — and twins they were: 
and I had — unluckily — ten years after, the daughter, 
which is Dora — and then as she could not marry 
l>oth, the one twin was to be fixed on for her, and 
that was him they call White Connal — so there it 
was. Well, it was altogether a rash act ! So you'll 
consider her as a married woman, though she is but 
a child — it was a rash act, between you and I — for 
Connal's not grown up a likely lad for the girl to 
fancy; but that's neither here nor there: no, my 
wm'd is passed — when half drunk may be — but no 
Aiatter — it must^be kept sober — drunk or sober, a 
gentleman must keep his word — a fortiori a king — 
a fortiori king Corny. See ! was there this minute 
no such thing as parchment, deed, stamp, signature, 
or seal in the wide world, when once Corny has 
squeezed a friend's hand on a bargain, or a promise, 
'tis fast, was it ever so much against me — 'tis as 
strong to me as if I had squeezed all the lawyers' 
wax in the creation upon it" 

Ormond admired the honourable sentiment; but 
was sorry there was any occasion for it — and he 
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sighed; but it was a sigh of pity for Dora: not that 
he had e^er seen White Connal, or known any thing 
of him — but White Connal did not sound well; and 
her father's avowal that it had been a rash engage- 
ment did not seem to promise happiness to Dora in 
this marriage. 

From the time he had been a boy^ Harry Orroond 
had been in the habit of ferrying over to the Black 
Islands whenever sir Ulick could spare him. The 
hunting and shooting, and the life of lawless freedom 
he led on the Islands^ had been delightful. King 
Corny, wno had the command not only of boats^ and 
of guns, and of fishing-tackle, and of men, but of 
carpenters' tools and of smiths' tools, and of a lathe, 
and of brass and ivory, and of all the things that the 
heart of boy could desire, had appeared to Harry, 
when he was a boy, the richest, the greatest, the 
happiest of men — the cleverest, too — the most inge- 
nious: for king Corny had with his own hands made 
a violin and a rat-trap; and had made the best coat^ 
and the best pair of shoes, and the best pair of boots, 
and the best hat; and had knit the best pair of 
stockings, and had made the best dunghill in his 
dominions; and had made a quarter of a yard of fine 
lace, and had painted a panorama. No wonder that 
king Corny had been looked up to by the imagina- 
tion of childhood as " a personage high as human 
veneration could look." 

But now, although our hero was still but a boy in 
many respects, yet in consequence of his slight com- 
merce with the world, he had formed some compari- 
sons, and made some reflections. He had heard, acci- 
dentally, the conversation of a few people of common 
sense, besides the sly, witty, and satirical remarks of 
sir Ulick, upon cousin CameUus; and it had occurred 
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to Harry to question the utility and real grandeur 
of some of those things which had struck his childish 
imagination. For example, he began to doubt whether 
it were worthy of a king or a gentleman to be his 
own shoemaker^ hatter, and tailor ; whether it were 
not better managed in society, where these things 
are performed by different tradesmen : still the things 
were wonderful, considering who made them, and 
under what disadvantages they were made; but 
Harry having now seen and compared Comy's violin 
with other violins, and having discovered that so 
much better could be had for money, with so much 
less trouble, his admiration had a little decreased. 
There were other points relative to external appear- 
ance, on which his eyes had been opened. In his 
boyish days, king Corny, going out to hunt with 
hounds and horn, followed with shouts by all who 
could ride, and all who could run, king Corny 
hallooing the dogs, and cheering the crowd, appear- 
ed to him the greatest, the happiest of mankind. 

But he had since seen hunts in a very different 
style, and he could no longer admire the rabble rout. 
Human creatures, especially young human crea- 
tures, are apt to swing suddenly from one extreme to 
the other, and utterly to despise that which they had 
extravagantly admired. From this propensity Or- 
mond was in the present instance guarded by affection 
and gratitude. Through all the folly of his kingship, 
he saw that Cornelius O'Shane was not a person to 
be despised. He was indeed a man of great natural 
powers, both of body and mind— of inventive genius, 
energy, and perseverance, which might have attained 
the greatest objects; though from insufficient know- 
ledge, and self-sufficient perversity, they had wasted 
themselves on absurd or trivial purposes. 
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There was a strong contrast between the characters 
of sir Ulick and his cousin Cornelius CKShane. They 
disliked and despised each other: differing as far in 
natural disposition as the subtle and the bold^ their 
whole coarse through life, and the habits contracted 
during their progress, had widened the original dif- 
ference. 

The one living in the world, and mixing con- 
tinually with men of all ranks and character, had, 
by bending easily, and being all things to all men, 
won his courtier- way onwards and upwards to the 
possession of a seat in parliament, and the prospect 
of a peerage. 

The other, inhabiting a remote island, secluded 
from all men but those over whom he reigned, caring 
for no earthly consideration, and for no human opi- 
nion but his own, had Jbr himself, and fry himself, 
hewed out his way to his own objects, and then 
rested, satisfied — 



(C 



Lord of himself, and all his {Uiile) world his own. 



CHAPTER VI. 

One morning, when Harry Ormond was out shoot- 
ing, and king Corny, who had recovered tolerably 
from the gout, was reinstated in his arm-chair in the 
parlour, listening to father Jos reading **The Dublin 
Evening Post," a gossoon, one of the runners of the 
castle, opened the door, and putting in his curly red 
head and bare feet, announced, in all haste y that he 
"jusl seen sir Ulick O'Shane in the boat, crossing 
the lake for the Black Islands." 

'' Well^ breathless blockhead! and what of that?" 
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said king Corny — "did you never see a man in a boat 
before?" 

'* I did, plase your honour." 

" Then what is there extraordinary?" 

** Nothing at all, plase your honour, only — thought 
your honour might like to know." 

" Then you thought wrong, for I neither like it, 
nor mislike it. I don't care a rush about the matter 
— so take yourself down stairs." 

'^ 'Tis a long time," said the priest, as the gossoon 
closed the door after him, " 'tis a longer time than he 
ought, since sir Ulick O'Shane paid his respects here, 
even in the shape of a morning visit." 

" Morning visit!" repeated Mrs. Betty Dun- 
shaughlin, the housekeeper, who entered the room, 
for she was a privileged person, and bad les grander 
ei les petites entrees in this palace — *^ Morning visit ! 
— are you sure, father Jos — are you clear he isn't 
come intending to stay dinner?" 

" What, in the devil's name, Betty, does it sig- 
nify?" said the king. 

"About the dinner!" 

"What about it?" said Corny, proudly: "whe- 
ther he comes, stays, or g<»es, I'll not have a scrap, 
or an iota of it changed," added he in a despotic 
tone. 

'^ fVheugh!" said Betty, " one would not like to 
have a dinner of scraps— for there's nothing else to- 
day for him." 

^' Then if there is nothing else, there can be no- 
thing else," said the priest, very philosophically. 

"But when strangers come to dine, one would 
make a bit of an exertion, if one could," said Betty. 

" It's his own fault to be a stranger," said father 
Jos, watching his majesty's clouding countenance; 
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then whispering to Betty, *'that was a faulty string 
you touched upon, Mrs. Betty ; and can't you make 
out your dinner without saying any thing?" 

'^ A person may speak in this house, I suppose, 
besides the clergy, father Jos," said Mrs. Betty, 
under her breath. 

Then looking out of the window, she added, '^he's 
half-way over the lake, and he'll make his own apo- 
logies good, I'll engage, when he comes in; for he 
knows how to speak for himself as well as any gen- 
tleman — and I don't doubt but he'll get my Micky 
made an exciseman, as he promised to; and sure he 
has a good right — Isn't he a cousin of king Comy*s? 
wherefore I'd wish to have all things proper. So I'll 
step out and kill a couple of chickens — won't I ? " 

"Kill what you please," said king Corny; "but 
without my warrant, nothing killed or unkilled shall 
come up to my table this day — and that's enough. 
No more reasoning — quit the subject and the room, 
Betty." 

Betty quitted the room ; but e^ry stair, as she 
descended to the kitchen, could bear witness that she 
did not quit the subj ect; and for an hour afterwards, 
she reasoned against the obstinacy and folly of man, 
and the chorus in the kitchen moralized, in con- 
formity and commiseration — in rain. 

Meantime father Jos, though he regretted the 
exertions which Mrs. Betty might discreetly have 
made in favour of a good dinner, was by no means, 
as he declared, a friend or fauierei' of sir Ulick 
O'Shane — how could he, when sir Ulick had re^ 
canted? — The priest looked with horror upon the 
apostasy — the king with contempt upon the desertion 
of his party. *' Was he sincere any way I'd honour 
him/' said Cornelius, "or forgive him; but, not to be 
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rippiiag up old grievances when there's no occasioxt^ 
I can't forgive the way he is at this present double- 
dealing with poor Harry Ormond — cajoling the 
grateful heart, and shirking the orphan boy that he 
took upon him to patronize. Why there I thought 
nobly of him, and forgave him all his sins, for the 
generous protection he afforded the son of his friend." 

" Had captain Ormond, the father, no fortune?" 
asked the priest. 

'^ Only a trifle of three hundred a year, and no 
provision for the education or maintenance of the boy. 
Ulick's fondness for him, more than all, showed him 
capable of the disinterested touch; but then to belie 
his own heart — to abandon him he bred a favourite, 
just when the boy wants him most — Oh! how could 
he? And all for what? To please the wife he hates: 
that can't be — that's only the ostensible — but what 
the raal rason is I can't guess. No matter — he'll 
soon tell us." 

'^ Tell us! Oh! no," said the priest, '^ he'll keep 
his own secret." >• 

'* He'll let it out, I'll engage, trying to hide it," 
said Corny: ''like all cunning people, he ^ocm/coc^^ — 
hides his head, and forgets his body can be seen. 
But hark! he is coming up. Tommy!" said he, 
turning to a little boy of Ave years old, Sheelah's 
grandchild,- who was playing about in the room, 
"hand me that whistle you re whistling with, till I 
see what's the matter with it for you." 

King Corny seemed lost in examination of the 
whistle when sir Ulick entered the room; and after 
receiving and seating him with proud courtesy, he 
again returned to the charge, blowing through the 
whistle, earnestly dividing his observation between 
m Ulick and little Tommy, and asking questions, by 
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tums^ about the whistle, and about all at CastJe 
Hermitage. 

" Where's my boy? Where's Harry Ormond?" 
was the first leading question sir Ulick asked. 

" Harry Ormondes out shooting, I believe, some- 
where or somehow, taking his pleasure, as I hope he 
will long, and always as long as he likes it, at the 
Black Islands; at least, as long as I lire." 

Sir Ulick branched off into hopes of his cousin 
Cornelius's living long, rery long; and in general 
terms, that were intended to avoid committing him- 
self, or pinning himself to any thing, he protested 
that he must not be robbed of his boy, that he had 
always, with good reason, been jealous of Harry's 
affection for king Corny, and that he could not con- 
sent to let his term of stay at the Black Islands be 
cither as long as Harry himself should like, or during 
what he hoped would be the life of his cousin, 
Cornelius O'Shane. 

'^ There's something wrong, still, in this whistle. 
Why, if you loved him so, did you let him go when 
you had him?" said Corny. 

'' He thought it necessary, for domestic reasons," 
replied sir Ulick. 

*' Continental policy, that is; what I never under- 
stood, nor never shall," said Corny. " But I don't 
inquire any fairther. If you are satisfied with your- 
self, we are all satisfied, I believe." 

" Pardon me, I cannot be satisfied without seeing 
Harry this morning, for I've a little business with 
him — will you have the goodness to send for him?" 

Father Jos, who, from the window, saw Harry's 
dog snufiing along the path to the wood, thought he 
could not be far from the house, and went to make 
inquiries ; and now when sir Ulick and king Corny 
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were left alone together^ a dialogue— « sort of single 
combat^ without any object but to try each other's 
powers and temper-— ensued between them; in which 
the one on the offensive came on with a tomahawk^ 
and the other stood on the defensive parrying with a 
polished blade of Damascus; and sometimes^ when 
the adversary was off his guards making a sly cut at 
an exposed part. 

^^ What are you so busy about?" said sir Ulick. 

'^ Mending the child's toy," said Cornelius. " A 
man must be doing something in this world." 

" But a man of your ingenuity ! 'tis a pity it should 
be wasted^ as I have often said, upon mere toys." 

" Toys of one sort or other we are all taken up 
with through life, from the cradle to the grave. By 
the by, I give you joy of your baronetage. I hope 
they did not make you pay, now, too much in con- 
science for that poor tag of nobility." 

*' These things are not always matters of bargain 
and sale — mine was quite an unsolicited honour, a 
mark of approbation and acceptance of my poor 
services, and as such, gratifying; — as to the rest, 
believe me, it was not, if I must use so coarse an 
expression, paid for." 

'^ Not paid for — what, then, it's owing for? To be 
paid for, still? Well, that's too hard, after all you've 
done for them. But some men have no manner of 
conscience. At least, I hope you paid the fees." 

" The fees, of course — but we shall never under- 
stand one another," said sir Ulick. 

'^ Now what will be the next title or string you 
look forward to, Ulysses, m^y I ask ? Is it to be 
baron Castle Hermitage, or to get a ribbon, or a 
garter, or a thistle, or what? — ^A thistle! What asses 
some men are !" 
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What sarages some men are^ thought sir Ulick : 
he walked to the window^ and looking out, hoped 
that Harfy Ormond would soon make his appearance. 
'' You are doing, or undoing, a great deal here, 
cousin Cornelius, I see, as usual." 

^' Yes, but what I am doing, stand or falJ, will 
never be my undoing — I am no speculator. How do 
your silver mines go on, sir Ulick ? I hear all the 
silver mines in Ireland turn out to be lead." 

** I wish they did," said sir Ulick, ^' for then we 
could turn all our lead to gold. Those silver mines 
certainly did not pay — I've a notion you found the 
same with your reclaimed bog here, cousin Cornelius 
—I understand that after a short time it relapses, 
and is worse than ever, like most things pretending 
to be reclaimed." 

'^ Speak for yourself, there, sir Ulick," said Cor- 
nelius; '^ you ought to know, certainly, for some 
thirty years ago, I think you pretended to be a 
reclaimed rake." 

^' I don't remember it," said sir Ulick. 

^^ I do, and so would poor Emmy Annaly, if she 
was alive, which it's fortunate for her she is not 
(broken-hearted angel, if ever there was one, by 
wedlock ! and the only one of the Annalys I ever 
liked)," said Cornelius to himself, in a low leisurely 
voice of soliloquy. Then resuming his conversation 
tone, and continuing his speech to sir Ulick, '^ I say 
you pretended thirty years ago, I remember, to be 
a reformed rake, and looked mighty smooth and 
plausible — and promised fair that the improvement 
was solid, and was to last for ever and a day. But 
six months after marriage comes a relapse, and the 
reclaimed rake's worse than ever. Well, to be sure, 
that's in favour of your opinion against all things 



pretending to be reclaimed. But 8ee> my poor bog> 
without promising so well^ performs better ; for it'9 
8tK yearsj instead of six months^ that I've seen no 
tendency to i^lapse. See> the cattle upon it speak for 
themselves ; an honest calf won't lie for any man." 

*' I give yon joy of the saccess of your improve^ 
nents. T admire, too, your ploughing team and 
ploughing tackle," said sir Ulick, with an ironical 
smile: " You don't go into any indiscreet expMiQe 
for fiirming implements or prize cattle." 

^ No/' said Cornelius, " I don't prize the prise 
cattle ; the best prise a man can get, and the only 
one worth having, is that which he must give him* 
self, or not get, and of which he is the best judge at 
all sasons." 

*' What prise, may I ask ?" 

*' You may ask, and I'll answer — the prize of 
success ;* and| success to myself, I have it." 

** And sucoeeding in all your ends by such noble 
means must be doubly gratifying — and is doubly 
commendable and surprising," said sir Ulick. 

'* May I ask— for it's my turn now to play igno- 
nunus — may I ask, what noble means excites this 
gratuitous commendation and surprise?" 

'' I' commend, in the first place, the economy of 
your ploughing tackle — hay ropes, hay traces, and 
hay halters-^oubly useful and convenient for har- 
ness and food." 

Corny replied, " Some people, I know, think the 
most expensive harness and tackle, and the most 
expensive ways of doing everything, the best; but I 
don't know if that is the way for the poor to grow 
rich— it may be the way for. the rich to grow poor: 
we are all poor people in the Black Islands, and I 
can't uSord, or think it good policy^ to give the 
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example of extravagant new ways of <loihg xd<L 
things." 

" 'Tis a pity you don't continue the old Irish style 
of ploughing by the tail/' said sir Ulick. 

" That is against humanity to brute basics, which> 
without any sickening palaver of sentiment^ I practise. 
Also^ it's against an act of parliament^ which I regard 
aometimes — that is^ when I understauid them; whicb» 
the way you parliament gentlemen draw them up, i» 
not always particularly intelligible to plain commoik' 
sense ; and I have no lawyers here, thank Heaven ! 
to consult: I am forced to be legislator^ and lawyer^ 
and ploughman^ and all, you see^ the best I can for> 
myself." 

He opened the window^ and called to give some 
orders to the man^ or/ as he called him^ the boy— *a 
boy of sixty — who was ploughing. 

" Your team^ I see, is worthy of your tackle/' 
pursued sir Ulick — ^* A mule, a bull, and two lean 
horses. I pity the foremost poor devil of a horsey 
who must starve in the midst of plenty, while the 
horse, bull, and even mule, in a string behind him, 
are all plucking and munging away at their hay. 
ropes." 

Cornelius joined in sir Ulick's laugh, which 
shortened its duration. 

<' 'Tis comical ploughing, I grant," said he, " but 
still, to my fancy, any thing's better and more pro*> 
fitable nor the tragi-comic ploughing you practise 
every sason in Dublin." 

«I?" said sir Ulick. 

" Ay, you, and all your courtiers, ploughing ike 
half acre * continually, pacing up and down that 

• Ploughing tJte half acre. The English reader will please 
to inquire the meaning of this phrase from any Irish courtier. 
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Castle-yard^ while you're waiting in attendance there* 

£rery one to his taste, but-—* 

*' If there's a man on earih I hate, 
Attendance and dependence be his fiite.* '* 

*' After all, I have very good prospects in life>" 
said sir Ulick. 

'* Ay, you've been always Kving on prospects; for 
my part, I'd rather have a mole-hill in possessttm 
than a mountain in prospect" 
- ^' Cornelius, what are you doing here to the roof of 
your house?" said sir Ulick, striking off to another 
subject* *' What a vast deal of work you do contrive 
to CAit out for yourself." 

" I'd rather cut it out for myself than have any 
body to cut it out for me," said Cornelius. 

" Upon my word, this will require all your ex^ 
traordinary ingenuity, cousin." 
■ '^ Oh, I'll engage I'll make a good job of it, in my 
d^ise of the word, though not in yours ; for I know, 
in your vocabulary, that's only a good job where you 
pocket money and do nothing; now my good jobs 
never bring me in a farthing, and give me a great 
deal to do into the bargain^' 

*'I don't envy you such jobs, indeed," said sir 
Ulick; '^and are you sure that at last you make 
them good jobs in any acceptation of the term ?" 

" Sure ! a man's never sure of any thing in this 
worlds but of being abused* But one comfort, my 
own conscience, for which I've a trifling respect, 
can't reproach me; since my jobs, good or bad, have 
cost my poor country nothing/' '. 

On this point sir Ulick was particularly sore, for 

he had the character of being one of the greatest 

jobbers in Ireland. With a face of much political 

prudery, which he well kne#.how to assume, he 

f2 
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begsin to exciilpate himself. He confesaed that mBcb 
public money had passed through hifi hands ; but he 
protested that none of it had stayed with him. No 
man^ who had done so much for different administra- 
tio;iSi, had been so ill piad. 

• ''Why the deuce do you work for them^ t^eit^ 
You won't tell me it*s for love^-^Hare you got any 
character by it?-T-if you haven't profit^ what have 
you? I would not let them make me a dnpe, ov 
may he something wdrse^ if I was, you," said Cor- 
nelius, looking him full in the face. 

'' Savage !" said sir Ulick again, to himself. The 
tomahawk was too much for him — sir Ulick felt that 
it was fearful odds to stand fencing according to rule 
with one who would not scruple to gouge or scalp, if 
provoked. Sir Ulick now stood silent, smiling forced 
smiles, and looking on while Cornelius played quite 
at his ease with little Tommy, blew shnll Masts 
through the whiatle, and boasted that he had made a 
good job of that whistle any way. 

Harry Ormond, to sir Ulick's great relief, now 
appeared. Sir Uliek advanced to meet him with an 
air of cordial friendship, which brought the honeal 
flush of pleasure and gratitude into the young man's 
face, who darted a quick look at Cornelius, as much 
as to say, '' You see you were wrong — be is glad to 
see me — he is come to see me." 

Cornelius said nothing, but stroked the child's 
head, and seemed taken up entirely with him ; sir 
Ulick spoke of l^dy O'Shane, and of his hopes that 
prepossessions were wearing off. ''If miss Black 
were out of the way, things would all go right ; but 
she is one of the mighty good — too good ladies, who 
are always meddling with other people's business, 
and. making mischief." 
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Hftiry^ who hated her, that is^ as muehas he could 
hate any body, railed at her vehemeiltly, saying more 
against her than he thought, and concluded by join- 
ing in sir Ulick's wish for her depalture from Castfe 
Hermitage, but not with any new to his own return 
thither: on that point he was quite resolute and 
steady. He would never, he said, foe the cause 6f 
mischief* LadyO'Shalie did Hot like him — why, he 
did not knotv> and had no right to iaquire^-and was 
t6o proud to inquii*e, if be had a rights It was 
^ough that her ladyship had proved to him her dis- 
tike^ and refused him protection at his Utmost need : 
he should never again sue for her hospitality. He 
declare that sir Ulick should no more be disqftiieted 
by his being an inmate at Castle Hermitage. ' 

Sir Ulick became itiore warm and eloquent in 
dissuading him from this resolutton, the more he 
perceived that OltiliNMid was positively fiiced in his 
determination. 

The cool looker-0ii all the time remarked this, and 
Cornelius was convinced that he had from the first 
been right in his own opinion, that sir Ulick was 
'* shirking the boy" 

"Andwhere's Marcus, sirp would not he come 
with you to see us ?" said Ormond« 

^ Marcus is gone off to England. He bid me give 
you his kindest love : he was hurried, and regretted 
he could not •come to take leave of you: but he was 
obliged to go off with the Annalys, to escort her 
ladyship to England, where he will remain this year, 
1 dare say* I am much concerned to say, that pooi* 

lady Annaly and miss Annaly " iSir Ulick 

cleared his throat, and gave a suspicious look at 
Ormond« 
. This glance at Harry > the moment sir Ulick pro* 
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nounced the words mUsAnnafy, first directed aright 
the attention of Cornelias. 

" Lady Annaly and miss Annaly ! are they til h 
What's the matter, for Heaven's sake!" exclaimed 
Harry with great anxiety; but pronouncing both 
the ladies' names precisely in the same tone> and 
with the same freedom of expression. 

Sir Ulick took breath. " Neither of the ladies are 
ill — absolutely ill ; but they have both been greatly 
shocked by accounts of young Annaly's sudden ill- 
ness. It is feared an inflammation upon his lungs/ 
brought on by violent cold — ^his mother and sister 
left us this morning — set off for England to himi 
immediately. Lady Annaly thought of you, Harry, 
my boy — you must be a prodigious favourite — in the 
midst of all her affliction, and the hurry of this sud- 
den departure, this morning: she gave me a letter 
for you, which I determined to deliver with my own 
hands." 

While he spoke, sir Ulick, affecting to search for 
the letter among many in his pocket, studied with 
careless intermitting glances our young hero's coun- 
tenance, and Cornelius O'Shane studied sir Ulick's : 
Harry tore open the letter eagerly, and coloured a 
good deal when he saw the inside. 

^^ I have no business here reading that boy's secrets 
in his face," cried Cornelius O'Shane, raising himself 
on his crutches — " I'll step out and look at my roof* 
Will you come, sir Ulick, and see how the job goes 
on ?" His crutch slipped as he stepped across the 
hearth— Harry ran to him : *' O sir, what are yott 
doing ? You are not able to walk yet without me<^ 
why are you going ? Secrets did you say ?" (The 
words recurred to his ear.) '^ I have no secrets—^ 
there's no secreta in this letter — ^it*s only— the reason 






I looked foolish was that here's a list of my own 
faults, which I made like a fool, and dropped like a 
fool — but they could not have fallen into better or 
kinder bands than lady Annaly's." 
- He offered the letter and its enclosure to Cornelius 
and sir Ulick. Cornelius drew back* " I don't want 
to see the list of your faults^ man/' said he : *' do 
y<ni think I haven't them all by heart already ? and 
as to the lady's letter, while you live never show a 
lady's letter/' 

Sir UIick> without ceremony, took the letter, and 
in a moment satisfying his curiosity that it was 
merely a friendly note, returned it and the list of his 
faults to Harry, saying, " If it had been a young 
lady's letter, I am sure you would not have shown it 
to me, Harry, nor, of course, would I have looked at 
it. But I presumed that a letter from old lady 
Annaly could only be, what I see it is, very edifying." 

'^ Old lady Annaly, is it?" cried Cornelius: " oh ! 
then there's no indiscretion, young man, in the case. 
You might as well scruple about your mother's letter, 
if you had one ; or your .mother's-in-law, which^ to 
be sure, you'll have, I hope, in due course of nature." 

At the sound of the. words mother-in-law» a cloud 
pass^ over sir Ulick's brow> not unnoticed by the 
shrewd Corlielius; but the cloud passed away quickly, 
after sir Ulick had darted another reconnoitring 
gfamce on Harry's open unconscious countenance. 

" All's safe," said sir Ulick to himself, as he took 
leave. 

'^ Woodcockedl that he has — as I foresaw he 
would," cried king Corny, the moment his guest had 
departed. "Woodcockedl if ever man did, by all 
tfaat'a cunning 1" 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Kino Corny sat for some minutes sffcer sir Ulick's 
•departure perfectly still and silent, leaning botfa hands 
and his chin on his crutch. Thea^ looking up at 
Harry^ he exclaimed, '^ What a dupe you are! bvt I 
like you the better for it." 

" I am glad you like me the better, at all events,** 
said Harry; ''but I don't think I am a dupe." 

'' No— if you <j«f, you would not be -one: so you 
don't see that it was and is sir Ulick, and not her 
ladyship, that wanted and wants to get rid of you ^ " 

No,; Harry did not see this, and would not be 
persuaded of it. He defended his guai^ian most 
orarmly; he was certain of sir Ulick*s affection; he 
was sure sir Ulick was incapable of acting with suoh 
duplicity. 

His majesty repeated, at every pause, ** You are a 
dupe; but I like you the better for it. And," added 
he, ''you don't— blind buzaard! as y«ar want of 
conceit makes you, for which I like you the better, 
too— «you don't see the reason why be banished you 
from Castle Hermitage — ^you don't see that be is 
jealous of your riralling that puppy, Marcus, his eon." 
Riralling Marcus in what, or how?" 
With whom? boy, is the question you should 
ask; and in that case the answer is— Dunce, .caii\ 
you guess now?— Miss Annaly." 

"Miss Annaly!" repeated Harry with genuine 
surprise, and with a quick sense of inferiority and 
humiliatiim. " O sir, you would not be ao 31->aa« 
tured as to make a jest of me I — I know how ignorant, 
how uninformed, what a raw boy I am.. Marcus has 
been educated like a gentleman.' 
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" More Bhame for his f»fber that couldn't do tbe 
same hj you when be was about it." 

*' But Marcus, sir — there ought to be a difierenoe 
— Mftrciis is heir to alai^ fortune"^^! have nothing. 
Marcus may hope to marry whoever he pleases." 
: *^ Ay, wfaoerer he pleases; and who will that be, 
if women are of my mind? " muttered Corny. ** I-il 
engage, if you had a mind to rival hita ' ■ ■'■" 

'^ Rival him ! the tbou^t of rivalling my friend 
nev^r entered my head. 

But is he your friend? " said Cornelius. 
As to that, I don't kaisw: be was my friend, and 
I loved him sinccrely-^warmly'^^be has cast me olf 
^^1 shall never complain — never blame him directly 
or indirectly; but don't let me be accused or m»* 
pected unjust] y««-I never for one instant had the 
treachery, piesumption, lolly, or madness, to think 
of miss Annaly." 

<^^ Nor she of you, I suppose you'll swear? " 

" Nor she of me! assuredly not, sir," said Harry, 
with surprise at the idea. " Do you consider what 
I am — and what she is?" 

'^ Well, I am glad they are gone to England out 
of the way!" said Cornelius. 

** I am very sorry for that," said Harry; *'for I 
have lost a kind friend in lady Annaly^-one who at 
least I might have hoped would have become my 
friend, if I had deserved it." 

"Might have hoped J -^^ Would have become!-^ 
That's a friend in the air, who may never be found 
on earth. Iff^u deserved k /—Murder 1— who knows 
how that might turn out^i/^I don't like that kind 
of subjunctive mood tenure of a friend. Give Ine the 
good imporative mood, which I understand — be my 
friend-^at once— or not at all — that's jny mood. 
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None of your if ftriends for me^ setting out with A 
proviso and an excuse to be off ; and may bewfaetv 
yon'd call upon 'em at your utmost need^ 'Ohf I 
said if you deserve it—Lie there like a dog.* Now^ 
what kind of a friend is that? If lady Amialy is 
that sort^ no need to regret her. My comptiments 
to her, and a good journey to England— Ireland wett 
rid of her! and so are you, too, my boy!" 

^'.But, dear sir, how you have worked yourself up 
into a passion against lady Annaly for nothing." 

^' It's not for nothing — I've good rason to dislike 
the woman. What business had she, because she's an 
old woman and you a young man, to set up preaching 
to you about your fietults? I hate prochers, feminine 
gender, especially." 

** She is no preacher, I assure you, sir." 

** How dare you tell me that^-was not her letter 
very edifying^ sir Ulick said/' » 

" No, sir; it was very kind— will you read it?" 

" No, sir, I won*t; I never read an edifying letter 
in my life with my eyes open, nor never will— quite 
enough for me that impertinent list of your faults 
she enclosed you." 

^' That list was my own, not hers, sir: I dropped 
it under a tree." 

'* Well, drop it into the fire now, and no more> 
about it Pray, after all, Harry, for curiosity's sake, 
what faults have you? " 

*^ Dear, sir, I thought you told me you knew them 
by heart." 

'* I always forget what I learn by heart ; put me 
in mind, and may be I'll recollect as you go on." 

''Well, sir» in the first place, I am terribly pas<» 
sionate." 

<^Passionate! true; that is Moriarty you are thinks 



ing of; and I grant you, that had like to have been 
a aad job— ^you had a squeak for your life there, and 
I pitied you as if it had been myself; for I know what 
it is after one of them blind rages is over, and one 
opens one's eyes on the wrong one has done-^-and then 
aoch a cursed feel to be penitent in vain*-for that 
sets no bones. You were blind drunk that night, 
and that was my fault; but my late vow has pre* 
vented the future, and Moriarty's better in the world 
than ever he was." 

'' Thanks to your goodness, sir." 
' '' Oh ! I wasn't thinking of my goodness — little 
enough that same; but to ease your oonscience, it 
was certainly the luckiest turn ever happened him 
the shot he got, and so he says himself. Never think 
of that more in the way of penitence." 

** In the way of reformation though, I hope, I shall 
all my life," said Harry. ''One comfort-^I have 
never been in a passion since." 

" But, then, a rasonable passion's allowable: I 
wouldn't give a farthing for a man that couldn't be 
in a passion on a proper occasion. I'm passionate 
myself, rasonably passionate, and I like myself the 
better for it" 
' '' I thought you said just now, you often repented.' ' 

'' Oh ! never mind what I said just nam — ^mind 
what I'm saying now. Isn't a red heat that you can 
see, and that warms you, better than a white heal 
that blinds you? I'd rather a man would knock me 
down than stand smiling at me, as cousin Ulick did 
just now, when I know he could have kilt me; he is 
not passionate — he has the command of himself — 
every feature under the courtier's regimen of hypo* 
crisy. Harry Ormond, don't set about to cure your* 
9elf of your natural passions^x^^why^ this is rank 
methodism^ alii" 
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*^ Methodism^ sir?" 

" Methodism, sir !•— don't oontradict or repeat ne 
— ^methodism, that tlie woman has brought y«u to 
the brink of, and I warn you from it ! I did not 
know till now that. your lady Anna! y was such a me- 
thodist — no methodist shall erer darken my doors^ or 
lighten them either^ with ^their new MghU. N^w 
lights 1 new nonsense !->^for man, woman, or beast. 
But enough of this, and too much, Harry. Prince 
Harry, pull that bell a dozen times for me this 
minute, till they bring out my old horse." 

Before it was possible that any cme 6ould have 
come up stairs, the impatient monarch, pointing witli 
his crutch, added, " Run to the head of the stairs, 
prince Harry dear, and call, and screech to them to 
make no delay ; and I want you out with me ; so get 
your horse, Harry." 

" But, sir — is it possible — are you able?" 

^^ I am able, sir, possible or not," cried king Corny, 
starting up on his crutches* '' Don't stand talking 
to me of possibilities, when 'tis a friend I am going 
to senre, and that friend as dear as yourself. Aren't 
you at the head of the stairs yet? Must I go ami 
fall down them myself? " 

To prevent this catastroplie, our young hero ran 
immediately and ordered the horses: his majesty 
mounted, or rather was mounted, and they proceeded 
to one of the prettiest ^ms in the Black Islands. 
As they rode to it, he seemed pleased by Harry'a 
admiring, as he could, with perfect truth, the beauty 
of the situation.. 

'' And the land — ^which you are no judge of yet, 
but you will — is as good as it is pretty," said king 
Corny, " which I am glad of for your sake, prince 
Harry; I won't hare you, like that donny English 



prince or king, they nicknamed LacklaneL-^No : 
you sha'n't lack land while I have it to let or give. 
I called you prinee-rtprince of the Black Islands — 
and here's your principality. Call out my prime 
minister^ P«t Moore. I sent him aoross the bog to 
meet us: at Moriarty's. Here he is^ and Moriarty 
along with him to welcome you. Patrick^ give prince 
Harry possession^-^widi sod and twig. Here's the 
kay from my own hand, and I give you joy. Nay^ 
don't deny me the pleasure^-I've a right to it. No 
wrong to my daughter, if that's what you are thinking 
of-*-a clear improvement of my own,— -and' she will 
haive enough without it. Besides, her betrothed 
White Connal is a fat grazier, who will make her as 
rich as a Jew; and any way she is as generous as a 
princess herself. But if it pains you* so, and weighs 
you down, as I see it does, to be under any obligation 
-r^you shall be under none in life. You shall pay me 
rent fbr it, and you shall give it up whenever you 
please. Well ! we'll settle that between ourselves," 
amtinued his majesty; ^'only take possession, that's 
all I ask. But I hope," added he, " before we've 
lived a year, or whatever time it is till you arrive at 
years of discretion, you'll know me well enough, and 
love me well enough, not to be so stiff about a trifle, 
that's nothing between friend and friend — let alone 
the joke of king and prince, dear Harry." 

The gift of this- pfinoipaliii^ proved a most per<< 
aicious, nearly a fatal, gift to the young prince. The 
generosity, the delicacy, with which it was made, a 
delicacy worthy of the most polished, and little to 
have been expected from the barbarian mock- 
monarch, so touched our young hero's heart, so sub- 
jected bis grateful spirit to his benefactor, that he 
thenoeforth not only felt bound to king Corny for 
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life, but prone to deem every thing he did or thought 
wisest) fittest, best. 

• When he was invested with his petty prindpality^ 
it was expected of him to give a dinner and a danoe 
to the island : so he gave a dinner and a danoe^ and 
every body said he was a fine fellow^ and had the 
spirit of a prince. " King Comy^ Qod bless him ! 
couldn't go astray in his choice of a favourite-— long 
life to him and prince Harry! and no doubt there'd 
be fine hunting, and shooting, and coursing con-* 
tinually. Well, was not it a happy thing for the 
islands, when Harry Ormond first set foot on them? 
From a boy 'twas asy to see what a man he'd be» 
Long may he live to reign over us !" 

The taste for vulgar praise grew by what it fed 
upon. Harry was in great danger of forgetting that 
he was too fond of flattery, and too fond of company 
'—not the best. He excused himself to himself, by 
saying that companions of some kind or other he 
must have, and he was in a situation where good 
company was not to be had. Then Moriarty Carroll 
was gamekeeper, and Moriarty Carroll was always 
out hunting or shooting with him, and he was led by 
kind and good feelings to be more familiar and Jree 
with this man than he would have been with any 
other in the same rank of life. The poor fellow was 
ardently attached to him, and repeated^ with delight, 
all .the praises he heard of master Harry, through 
//le Islands. The love of popularity seized him— * 
popularity on the lowest scale ! To be popular among 
the unknown, unheard-of inhabitants of the Black 
l8lands,«^could this be an object to any man of com* 
mon sense, any one who had lived in civilized society^ 
and who had had any thing like the education of a 
gentleman ? The fact, argue about it as you wiU«— 
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hear it with a disdainful smile recollect that whether 
in Paris> London^ or the Black Islands, the mob 
are, in all essential points, pretty nearly the same^ 

Ithappened about this time that Betty Dunshaugh* 
lin was rummaging in her young lady's work-basket 
for some ribbon, '' which she knew she might take," 
to dress a cap that was to be hung upon a pole as a 
{irize, to be danced for at the pattern,* to be girea 
next Monday at Ormond Vale, by prince Harry. 
Prince Harry was now standing by, giving some 
instructions about the ordering of the entertainment; 
Betty, in the mean time> pursued her own object of 
the ribbon, and as she emptied the basket in haste, 
threw out a book, which Harry, though not much 
aX this time addicted to reading, snatched impa* 
tiently, eager to know what book it was : it was one 
he had often heard of— often intended to read some 
time or other, but somehow or other he had never 
had time : and now he was in the greatest possible 
hurry, for the hounds were out« But when once 
be had opened .the book, he. could not shut it: he 
turned over page after page, peeped at the end, the 
beginning, and the middle, then back to the begin* 
ning; was diverted by the humour — every Irishman 
loves humour; delighted with the wit-* what Irish- 
man is not ? And his curiosity was so much raised 
by the story, his interest and sympathy so excited 
for the hero, that he read on, standing for a quarter 
ef an hour, fixed in the same position, while Betty 
held forth unheard, about cap, supper, and pattern. 
At last he carried off the book to his own room, that 
he might finish it in peace ; nor did he ever st^p till 

* Patron^ probably— an entertainment held in honour of the 
ffiUron saint. A festive meetings nmiliu: to a wake in England. 
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he oame to the end of the volume. The story M6 
finishing there^ and breaking off in a most interesting 
part» he^ent in aearoh of the next volume, but that 
was not to be found. His impatience -was ravenous. - 

" MAtej, master Haray/' cried Mrs. Betty, '* don't 
eat one up! I know nothing at-all at-all aboot the 
book, and Fm very sorry I tumbled it out of the 
basket. That's all there is of it to be had high 
or low — so don't be tormenting me any more out of 
my life for nothing." 

But having seized- upon her, he refused to let her 
go, and -protstted that he would continue to be the 
torment of her life, till she should find the other 
volume* Betty, when her memory was thus racked, 
put her hand to her forehead, and reooUeoted thatior 
the apple'voom there was a heap of old books* Harry- 
possessed himself of the key of theapple*room, tossed 
over the heap of tattered mouldy books, and at last 
found the precious volume. He devoured it eagerly-^ 
nor was it forgotten as soon as finished. As the chief 
part of the entertainment depended on the characters^ 
it did not fade ^m his imagination. He believed 
the story to be true, for it was constructed with 
unparalleled ingenuity, and developed with consum* 
mate art. The character- which particularly interested 
him was that of the hero, the more peouUarly, because 
he saw, or fancied that he saw, a resemblance to his 
own ; with some differences, to be sure-^but young 
readers readily assimilate and identify themselves 
with any character, the leading points of which 
resemble their own, and in whose general feelings they, 
sympathize. In sonne instances, Harry, as be read 
on, said to hiraself> '' I would not — I could not have 
done so and so." But upon the whole, he was charmed 
by the cbaracter-^that of ta warm-hearted, generous. 



^prudent young man^ with little education^ no 
literature^ governed morebj feeling than by principle^ 
nei^er upon any occasion reasonings but keeping right 
by happy moral instincts; or when going wrongs 
very wrong, forgiven easily by the reader and by his 
mistress^ and rewarded at the last with all that love 
and fortune can bestow, in consideration of his being 
*' a very fine fellow." 

Closing the book, Harry Orniond resolved to be 
what he admired — and, if possible, to shine forth an 
Irish Tom Jones. For this purpose he was not at 
all bound to be a moral gentleman, nor, as he con* 
oeived, to be a gentleman at all — not, at least, in the 
commencement of his career: he might become 
accomplished at any convenient period of his life, and 
become moral at the end of it, but he might begin by 
being an accomplished— blackguard. Blackguard is 
a harsh word ; but whslt other will express the idea ? 
Unluckily, the easiest points to be imitated in any 
character are not always the best ; and where any 
latitude is given to conscience, or any precedents are 
allowed to the grosser passions for their justification, 
those are the points which are afterwards remembered 
and applied in practice, when the moral salvo sen- 
tences are forgotten, or are at best but of feeble 
countervailing effect. 

At six o'clock on Monday evening the cap — the 
prize cap, fiaming with red ribbons from the top of 
the pole, streamed to the summer air, and delighted 
the upturned eyes of assembled crowds upon the 
green below. The dance began, and our popular 
hero, the delight 6f all the nymphs, and the envy of 
all the swains, danced away with one of the prettiest, 
** smartest," "most likely-looking" '* lasses," that ever 
appeared at any former patron. - She M^as a degree 
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more refined in manner, and polished in appearancty 
than th$ fair of the Bkck Islands, for she came from 
the continent of Ireland— she had the advantage of 
having been sometimes at the big house at Castle 
^ermitage — she wasthegardener'sdaughter — Peggy 
Sheridan — distinguished among her fellows by a 
nosegay^ such as no other could have procured — dis- 
tinguished more by her figure and her face than by 
her nosegay, and more by her air and motions, than 
even by her figure or her £Eice; she stepped well, and 
stepped out — she danced an Irish jig to admiration, 
and she was not averse from admiration; villagi^ 
prudes, perhaps, might call her a village coquette ; 
but let not this suggest a thought derogatory to the 
reputation of the lively Pe^y. She was a well- 
behaved, well-meaning, innocent, industrious girl— *- 
a good daughter, a good sister, and more than one in 
the neighbourhood thought she would make a good 
wife. She had not only admirer^ but suitors in 
abundance. Harry Ormond could not think of her 
as a wife, but he was evidently — more evidently this 
day than ever before — one of Peggy's admirers. His 
heart or his fancy was always warmly susceptible to 
the charms of beauty; and, never well guarded by 
prudence, he was now, with his head full of Tom 
Jones, prone to run into danger himself, and rashly 
ready to hurry on an innocent girl to her destruction. 
He was not without hopes of pleasing — ^what young 
man of nineteen or twenty is? He was not without 
chance of success, as it is called, with Peggy — 
what woman can be pronounced safe, who ventures 
to extend to a young lover the encouragement of 
coquettish smiles? Peggy said, ''innocent smiles 
sure," '' meaning nothing; " but they were interpreted 
to mean something: ]es9 would in his present disposi* 
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%mM bare ^xcijbed tbe hero whcr imiiAted Tom Jones 
to enterprise. Beport Bays that, about this time, 
Harry Ormond was seen disguised in a slouched hat 
and tru$hfy* wandering about tbe grounds at Gastle 
Hermitage. Some swear they saw him pretending^ 
to dig in the garden; and even under the gardener's 
window^ seeming to be naih'ng up jessamine. Some' 
would not swear, but if they might trust their own 
ejres, they might verily believe, and cmUd^ <mly that 
they would not, take their oath to having seen hinr 
once cross the lake alone by moonlight But without 
believing above half what the tvorld says, candour 
obliges us to acknowledge^ that there Was ^me truth 
in these scandalous reports* He certainly pursued,; 
oHXSt imprudently, " pursued the chase of youth and 
beauty;" nor would he^ we fear, have dropped thcF 
chase till Peggy was his prey, but i^dXforitmcUdyy in 
fhe full headlong career of passion^ he was suddenly 
startled and stopped by coming in view of an obstacle 
timt he could not overieap— >^a greater wrong than he 
had foreseen, at least a different wrong, and in a form' 
that made bis heart tremMe. He reined in his 
passion, and stood appalled. 

In the first hurry of that passion he had seen 
nothing, heard nothing, understood nothing, but that 
Fe^y was pretty, and that he was in love. It hap- 
pened one evening that he, with a rose yet unfaded 
in his hand — ^a rose which he had snatched- from 
Peggy Sheridan — took the path towards Moriarty* 
Carroll's cottage. Moriarty, seeing him from afar, 
came out to meet him ; but when he came within' 
Slight of the rose, Moriarty's pace slackened, and 
turning aside, he stepped out of tbe path, as if to let 
Mr^i Ormond pass. 

. • Great coat. 

o 2 
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" How now, Moi-iarty ? " said Harry. But looking 
in his &ce, be saw the poor fellow pale as death. 

" What ails you, Moriarty?" 

*^ A pain I just took about my heart," said Mo* 
tiarty, pressing both hands to his heart. 

'* My poor fellow 1— Wait ! — you'll be better juBt 
now, I hope," said Ormond, laying his hand on 
Moriarty's shoulder. 

^^ rii never be better of it, I fear,*' said Moriarty, 
withdrawing his shoulder; and giving a jealous glance 
at the rose, he turned his head away again. 

'^ I'll thank your honour to go on, and leave me-^ 
I'll be better by myself. It is not to your honour, 
above all, that I can open my heart." 

A suspicion of the truth now flashed across Or*> 
mond's mind — he was determined to know whether 
it was the truth or not. 

*' I'll not leave you, till I know what's the matter^*^ 
said he. 

'^Then none will know that till I die," said 
Moriarty; adding, after a little pause, '* there's na 
knowing what's wrong withinside of a man till he ia 
opened." 

'^ But alive, Moriarty, if the heart is in the case 
only," said Ormond, *' a man can open himself to a 
friend." 

« Ay> if he had a friend," said Moriarty. "I'll 
beg your honour to let me pass — I am able for it now 
•—I am quite stout again." 

. ^' Then if you are quite stout again, I shall want 
you to row me across the lake." 

*' I am not able for that, sir," replied Moriarty, 
pushing past him. 

" But," said Ormond, catching hold ^ his arm, 
" aren't you able or willing to carry a note for me.^" 
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;As be spoke^ Ormond produced the note, and let him 
see the direction — to Peggy Sheridan. 

" Sooner stab, me to the heart again" cried 
Moriarty, breaking from him. 

" Sooner stab rayeelf to the hearty then,** cried 
Orm<md| tearing the note to bits. ''Look^ Moriarty: 
upon my honour^ till this instant, I did not know you 
loved the giri — ^from this instant V\\ think of her no 
more — never more will I see her, hear of her, till 
she be your wife." 

" Wife !" repeated Moriarty, joy illuminating, but 
fear as instantly darkening his countenance. '' Hot^ 
will that be now.^". 

. ** It tviU be — it shall be— as happily as honQurabI\^^ 
Listen to me, Moriarty — as honourably now as ever. 
'Can you think me so wicked> so base, as to say, wifi, 
if— no, passion might hurry me to a rash, but of k 
base action I'm incapable* Upon my soul, upon the 
6acred honour of a gentleman *' 

Moriarty sighed. 

** Look I" continued Ormond, taking the rose from 
his breast j ^'this is the utmost that ever passed 
between us, and that was my fault: I snatched it, 
and thus — thus," cried he, tearing the rose to pieces^ 
*' I scatter it to the winds of heaven; and thus may 
all trace of past fancy and folly be blown from remem* 
brance!" 

*^ Amen !" said Moriarty, watching the rose-leaves 
for an instant, as they flew and were scattered out 
of sight; then, as Ormond broke the stalk to 
pieces> and flung it from him, he asked, with a 
smile, ''Is the pain about your heart gone now^ 
Moriarty?" 

'' No, plase your honour, not gone ; but a quit<i 
difliiBrent-^better — but worse* So strange with me 
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• — I ean't speak rightly — for the pleasure has seized 
me stronger than the pain/' 

^^Lean against me^ poor fellow. Oh^ if I had 
broken such a heart !" 

" Then how^ wrong I was when I said that word I 
did/* said Moriarty* " I ask your honour, your dear 
honour's pardon on my knees." 

"For whatPi— Por what ?-r- You hare done no 
wrong." 

"No: — but I said wrong — very wrong — ^when I 
said stab OM to the }ieart again. Oh, that word 
again — it was rery ungenerous." 

" Noble fellow !" said Ormond. 

" Good night to your honour^ kindly^** said Mo- 
riarty. 

f^ How happy I am now," said our young here to 
himself, as he walked home> " which I never should 
have been if I had done this wrong." 

A fortunate escape l—^yes : but wheiF the escape 
is owing to good fortune, not to prudence-^— to good 
feeling, not to principle>-there is no secunty for the 
future. 

Ormond was steady to his promise toward Mori- 
arty : to do him justice, he was more than this— he 
was generous, actively, perse veringly generous, in his 
conduct to htm* With open heart, open purse, 
public overture, and private negotiation with the 
parents of Peggy Sheridan, he at last succeeded in 
accomplishing Moriarty's marriage. 

Ormond's biographer may well be allowed to make 
the most of his persevering generosity on this occa- 
sion« because no other scrap of good can be found of 
which to make any thing in his favour for' several 
months to. come^ Whether Tom Jones was still too 
much^ and lady Annaly too little, in his head*^ 



Wbethei' it was that king Corny's example' and pre* 
oepts were not always edifying — whether this young 
man had been prepared by previous errors of example 
and education — or Whether he fell into mischief 
becaoAe he had nothing else to do in these Black 
Islands; certain it is^ that from the operation of 
some or all of these causes conjointly^ he deteriorated 
sadly. He took to ^' vagrant courses/' in which the 
muse fwhears to follow him. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

It is said that the Turks have a very convenient 
recording angel, who, without dropping a tear to blot 
out that which might be wished unsaid or undone, 
fiiirly shuts his eyes, and forbears to record whatever 
is said or done by man in three circumstances: when 
he is drunk, when he is in a passion, and while he is 
under age. What the under age, or what the years 
of discretion of a Turk may be, we do not at this 
moment recollect We onlv know that our own hero 

• 

is not yet twenty. Without being quite as accom- 
modating as the Mahometan angel, we should wish 
to obliterate from our record some months of Ormond's 
existence. He felt and was ashamed of his own 
degradation; but, after having lost, or worse than 
lost, a winter of his life, it was in vain to lament ; or 
rather, it was not enough to weep over the loss — how 
to repair it was the question. 

Whenever Ormond returned to his better self, 
wlienever he thought of improving, he remembered 
lady Annaly ; and he now recollected with shame, 
that he had never had the grace to answer or to 
thank her for her letter. He had often thought of 
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wriiihg, but he had put it off from day to' day* and 
now months had passed ; he wrote a sad scrawling 
hand^ and he had always been ashamed that lady 
Annaiy should see it ; but now the larger shame got 
the better of the lesser, and he determined he would 
Vrite. He looked for her letter, to read it over again 
before he answered it — ^the letter was very safe^ for 
he considered it as his greatest treasure. 

On recurring to the letter^ he found that she had 
mentioned a present of books which she intended for 
him : a set of books which belonged to her son, sir 
Herbert Annaiy, and of which she found they had 
duplicates in their library. She had ordered the 
box, containing them^ to be sent to Annaiy, and had 
desired her agent there to forward it ; but in case 
any delay should occur, she begged Mn Ormond 
would take the trouble to inquire for them himself. 
This whole affair about the books had escaped Or- 
mond's memory: he felt himself blush all over when 
be read the letter again ; and sent off a .messenger 
immediately to the agent at Annaiy, who had kept 
the box till it was inquired for. It was too heavy for 
the boy to carry, and he returned saying that two 
men would not carry it, nor four—^i slight exagge« 
ration ! A car was sent for it, and at last Harry 
obtained possession of the books. It was an excellent 
cc^ection of what may be called th^ English and 
Fi:ench classics : the French books were, at this time* 
quite useless to him, for he could not read Frenchv 
Lady Annaiy, however,, sent these books on purpose 
to induce him to learn a language, which, if he should 
go into the army, as he seemed inclined to do, would 
be particularly useful to him. Lady Annaiy observed 
that Mr. Ormond, wherever he might be in Ireland^ 
yould probably find even. the. priest of the parish «> 



fiarsoti who could assist him sufBci^ntly in learnings 
French ; as most of the Irish parish priests were, at 
that time^ educated at St. Omer's or Lourain. 

Father Jos had been at St Omer's> and Harry* 
resolred to attack him with a French grammar and' 
diedooary; but the French that father Jos had learnt 
at St. Omer's was merely from ear^^he could not bear 
the sight of a French grammar. Harry was obliged 
to work on by himself. He again put off writing to^ 
thank lady Annaly, till he could tell her that he had 
obeyed her commands; and that he could read at least 
a page of Gil Bias. Before this was accomplished^^ 
he learnt ifrom the agent that lady Annaly was in 
great affliction about her son, who had broken a 
Mood-ressel. He could not think of intruding upon 
her at such a time — and, in short, he put it off tiU 
it seemed too late to write at all. 

Among the English books was one in many rolumes, 
which did not seize his attention forcibly, like Tom 
Jones, at once, but which won upon him by degrees^ 
drew him on against his will, and against his taste* 
He hated moralizing and reflections ; and there was 
here an abundance both of reflections and morality ; 
these he skipped over, however, and went on^ The 
hero and the heroine too were of a stiff fashion, which 
did not suit his taste ; yet still there was something 
in the book that, in spite of the terrible array of good 
people, captivated his attention. The heroine's per^ 
petual egotism disgusted him — she was always too 
good and too full of herself — and she wrote dreadfully 
loog letters. The hero's dress and manner were to^ 
splendid, too formal, for every day use : at first he 
detested sir Charles Orandison, who was so different 
from the friends he loved in real life, or the heroes 
he had admired in books; just as in old portraits, wf» 
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are at first strack with the costume^ but sobn^ if the 
picture be really by a master hand^ our attention is 
fixed on the expression of the features and the life of 
the figure. 

Sensible as Ormond was of the power of humoQr 
and ridicule^ he was still more susceptible^ as aU 
noble natures are^ of sympathy with elevated senti<^ 
ments and with generous character. The character 
of sir Charles Grandison^ in spite of his ceremonioos 
bowing on the hand, touched the nobler feelings of 
our young hero's mind, inspired him with virtuous 
emulation, and made him ambitious to be a genUemam 
in the best and highest sense of the word : in short, 
it completely counteracted in his mind the efiects of 
his late study^ All the generous feelings which were 
so congenial to his own nature, and which he had 
seen combined in Tom Jones, as if necessarily, with 
the habits of an adventurer, a spendthrift, and a 
rake, he now saw united with high moral and religious 
principles, in the character of a man of virtue, afr 
well as a man of honour; a man of cultivated under*- 
standing and accomplished manners. In sir Charles 
Grandison's history he read that of a gentleman, 
who, fulfilling every duty of his station in society, 
eminently useful, respected and beloved, as brother, 
friend, master of a family, guardian, and head of a 
large estate, was admired by his own sex, and, what 
struck Ormond far more forcibly, loved, passionately 
loved, by women-*»not by the low and profligate, but 
by the highest and most accomplished of the 8ex« 
Indeed, to him it appeared no fiction — while he was 
reading it, his imagination was so full of Clementina, 
and the whole Porretta family, that he saw them in 
his sleeping and waking dreams. The deep pathos 
so affected him, that he could scarcely recall his mind 



io tbe lov concerns of life. Once^ vhen king Comj 
caUed him to go out shooting— he found him with 
fed eyes. Harry was ashamed to tell him the cause, 
lest he should laugh at him. But Corny was suscep- 
tible of the same kind of enthusiasm himself; and 
though he had^ as he said^ never been regularly what 
is called a reading man, yet the books he had read 
left ineffaceable traces in his memory. Fictions, if 
they touched him at all^ struck him with all the 
force of reality ; and he never spoke of the characters 
as in a book, but as if they had lived and acted. 
Harry was glad to find that here again, as in most 
things^ they sympathised, and suited each other. 
. But Corny, if ready to give sympathy, was like* 
wise imperious in requiring it; and Harry was often 
obliged to make sudden transitions from his own 
thoughts and employments to those of his friend. 
These transitions, however difficult and provoking at 
the time, were useful discipline to his mind, giving 
'faim that versatility in which persons of powerful 
imagination, accustomed to live in retirement and to 
command their own time and occupations, are ofiten 
most deficient. 

At this period, when our young hero was suddenly 
aeised with a voracious appetite for books, it was try- 
ing to his patience to be frequently interrupted. 

<<Come, come — Harry Bookworm you are growing! 
*^no good ! — come out !*' cried king Corny. '' Lay 
down whatever you have in your hand, and come off 
this minute, till I show you a badger at bay, with 
half a dozen dogs." 

• *' Yes, sir, this minute-— 4)e kind enough to wait 
one minute." 

" It has been hiding and skulking this week from 
iiie"*~we have got it out of its snug hole at \baU I 
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bid tbem keep the dogs off till you came. Doni h^ 
waiting any longer. Come off^ Harry^ come 1 — Phoo f 
Phoo ! That book will keep co1d> and what is it^ 
Oh ! the last volume jof sir Charles — not w(fftli , 
troubling your eyes with. The badger is worth A 
hundred of it — not a pin's worth in that volume but 
worked stools and chairs^ and China jugs and mugsi. 
Oh ! throw it. from you. Come away." 

Another time^ ^t the very death of Clarissa^ king 
Corny would have Harry out to see a Solan goose. 

** Oh ! let Clarissa die another time; come now^ 
you that never saw a Solan goose — ^it looks for ali 
the world as if it wore spectacles; Moriarty says so.* 
• Harry was carried off to see the goose in spectades» 
and was pressed into the service of king Corny for 
many hours afterwards, to assist in searching for its 
eggs. One of the Black Islands was a bare> high^ 
pointed, desert rock, in which the sea-fowl built; 
and here, in the highest point of rock, this Solail 
goose had deposited some of her eggs, instead of 
leaving them in nests on the ground, as she usually 
does. The more dangerous it was to obtain the eggs 
which the bird had hidden in this pinnacle of thd 
rock, the more eager Corny was to have them ; and 
he, and Ormond, and Moriarty, were at this perilmia 
work for hours. King Corny directing and bawling^ 
tod Moriarty and Ormond with pole, net, and pole* 
hook, swinging and leaping from one ledge of rock 
to another, clambering, clinging, sliding, pushing^ 
and pulling each other alternately, from hold to hold» 
with frightfijl precipices beneath them* As soon aA 
Ormond had warmed, to the business, he was de« 
lighted with the dangerous pursuit ; but suddenly^ 
just as he had laid his hand on the egg, and that 
Jcing Corny shouted in triumph, Harry, lei^ng 



liack across the cleft in the rock, missed his footing 
and fell, and must have been dashed to pieces, but 
for a sort of projecting landing-place, on which he 
was caught^ where he lay for some minutes stunned* 
The terror of poor Corny was such that he could 
lieither move nor look up, till Moriarty called out to 
him, that master Harry was safe all to a sprained 
ankle. The fall, and the sprain, would not have 
been deemed worthy of a place in these memoirs of 
our hero but from their consequences-^ the conse- 
quences not on his body but on his mind. He could 
not for some weeks afterwards stir out, or take any 
bodily exercise; confined to the house, and forced to 
sit still, he was glad to read, during these long hours, 
to amuse himself. When he had read all the novela 
in the collection, which were very few, he went on to 
other books. Even those, which were not mere works 
of amusement, he found more entertaining than net* 
ting fishing-nets, or playing backgammon with father 
Jos, who was always cross when he did not win. 
Kind-hearted king. Corny, considering always that 
Harry's sprain was incurred in his service, would 
have sat with him all day long; but this Harry would 
not suffer, for he knew that it was the greatest 
jmmghment to Corny ta stay within doors a whole 
day. When Corny in the evening returned from hi« 
various out-of-doors occupations and amusements, 
Harry was glad to talk to him of what he had been 
reading, and to hear his odd summary reflections. 

" Well, Harry, my boy, now I've told you how it 
has been with me all day, let's hear how you have 
been getting on with your bookmen: — has it been a 
good day with you to«day ? — were you with Shak- 
speare — worth all the rest — all the world in him ? ** • 

Corny was no respecter of authorities in books; a 
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great name went for nothing with hiib-^it did not> 
awe his understanding in the slightest degree. 

If it was poetry, '^did it touch the hearti or inflame 
the imagination ? " If it was history, '^ was it true ? 
If it was philosophy) ^'was it sound reasoning? 
These were the questions he asked. " No cramming 
any thing down his throat/' he said. This daring 
temper of mind, though it sometimes led him wrong, 
was advantageous to his young friend. It wakened' 
Ormond's powers, and prevented his taking upon 
trust the assertions, or the reputations^ even of great 
writers. 

The spring was now returning, and Dora was to 
return with spring. He looked forward to her return 
as to a new era in his existence: then he should live 
in better eompany, he should see something better 
than he had seen of late — be something better. His' 
chief, his best occupations during this winter, had* 
been riding, leaping, and breaking horses: he had* 
broken a beautiful mare for Dora. Dora, when a 
child, was very fond of riding, and constantly rode out 
with her father. At the time when Harry Ormond's 
head was fiiU of Tom Jones, Dora had always been 
his idea of Sophy Western, though nothing else that 
he could recollect in her person, mind, or manner, 
bore any resemblance to Sophia: and now that Tom 
Jones had been driven out of his head by sir Charles 
Grandison; now that his taste for women was a little 
raised by the pictures which Richardson had left in 
his imagination, Dora, with equal facility, turned 
into his new idea of a heroine — ^not his heroine, for 
she was engaged to White Connal — merely a heroine 
in the abstract. Ormond had been warned that he 
was to consider Dora as a married woman — well, so^ 
he would, of oourse.^ She was to be Mrs. Connal— 
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her^ smd she should teach him French, and drawing, 
aiid dancing, and improve his manners. He was con- 
scious that his manners had, since his coming to the 
Black Islands, rusticated sadly, and lost the little 
polish they had acqilired at Castle Hermitage, and 
during oneyainoitf winter in Dublin. His language 
and dialect, he was afraid, had become somewhat 
vulgar; but Dorat^ who had been refined by heo 
residence with her aunt, and by her dancing«master, 
would polish him, and set all to rights, in the most 
agreeable manner possible. In the course of these 
his speculations on his rapid improvements, and his 
rejections on the perfectibility of man's nature under 
the tuition of woman, some idea of its fallibility did 
cross his imagination or his memory; but then h« 
blamed, most unjustly, his imagination for the sug-* 
gestion« The danger would prove> as he would have 
it, to be imaginary. What danger could there be^ 
when he knew, as he began and ended, by saying to 
himself, that he was to consider Dora as a married 
woman — Mrs. Connal ? 

Dora's aunt, an aunt by the mother's side, a maiden 
aunt, who bad never before been at the Black Islands^ 
and whom Ormond had never seen, was to accompany 
Dora on her return to Corny Castle: our young hero 
had settled it in his head that this aunt roust be 
something like aunt Ellenor, in sir Charles Grandi- 
son; a stiff-backed, prim, precise, o]d-fashi<med 
looking aunt. Never was man's astonishment more 
visible in his countenance than was that of Harry 
Ormond on the first sight of Dora's aunt. His sur* 
prise was so great as to preclude the sight of Dora 
herself. 

There was nothing surpriaing in the lady, but the^i 
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was^ indeed^ an extraordinary difference bet\reen octf 
hero's preconceived notion and the real person whom 
he now beheld* MademoUeUe — as miss O'Faley was 
called^ in honour of her French parentage and educa- 
tion, and in commemoration of her having at difierent 
periods spent above half her life in France^ looking 
for an estate that could never be found — Mademoiselle 
was dressed in all the peculiarities of the French 
dress of that day: she was of that indefinable age^ 
which the French describe by the happy phrase of 
*' une femme d^un certain age," and which miss 
O'Faley happily translated, " a woman of no parti'* 
ticular age" Yet though of no particular age in the 
eye of politeness, to the vulgar eye she looked like 
what people, who knew no better, might call an 
elderly woman ; but she was as alert and lively as a 
girl of fifteen: a little wrinkled, but withal in fine 
preservation. She wore abundance of rouge, obvi- 
ously — still more obviously took superabundance of 
snuff — ^and without any obvious motive, continued to 
play unremittingly a pair of large black French eyes, 
in a manner impracticable to a mere Englishwoman*, 
and which almost tempted the spectator to beg she 
would let them rest. Mademoiselle, or miss O'Faley, 
was in fact half French and half Irish — ^bom in 
France, she was the daughter of an ofiicer of the Irish 
brigade and of a French lady of good family. In her 
gestures, tones, and language, there was a striking 
mixture or rapid succession of French and Irish. 
When she spoke French, which she spoke well, and 
with a true Parisian accent, her voice, gestures, air, 
and ideas, were all French ; and she lodced and moved 
a well-bom, well-bred woman: the moment she 
attempted to speak English, which she spoke with an 
inveterate brogue, her ideas, manner, air, voice, and 



festureft were Irish; she looked and moved a vulgar 
trishwoman. 

^^ What do you see so wonderful in aunt O'Faley ? " 
said Dora. 

" Nothings-only " 

The sentence was never finished, and the young 
lady was satisfied; for she perceived that the course 
of his thoughts was interrupted, and all idea of her 
aunt effaced, the moment he turned his eyes upon her- 
self. Dora, no longer a child and his. playfellow, but 
grown and formed, was, and looked as if she expected 
to be treated as a woman. She was exceedingly pretty, 
not regularly handsome, but with most brilliant eyes 
— there was besides a childishness in her face, and in 
her slight figure, which disarmed all criticism on her 
beauty, and which contrasted strikingly, yet as our 
hero thought agreeably, with her womanish airs and 
manner. Nothing but her external appearance could 
be seen this first evening — she was tired, and went to 
bed early. 

Ormond longed to see more of her on whom so 
much of his happiness was to depend* 



CHAPTER IX. 



This was the first time Mdlle. O'Faley had ever been 
at Corny Castle. Hospitality, as well as gratitude, 
determined the king of the Black Islands to pay hev 
honour due. 

." Now, Harry Ormond," said he, '* I have made 
one capital, good resolution. Here is my sister-in- 
law, Mdlle. O'Faley, coming to reside with me here, 
and has conquered her antipathy. to solitude^and the 
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Black Islands^ and all from aatmral love and affedian. 
for my daughter Dora; for wludi I have a re^wct 
for her, notwithstanding all her etmml jabbering 
about poUtesse, and all her manifold absurdities, aoA 
infinite female vanities, of which she has a double 
proportion, being half French. But so was my wife, 
that I loved to distraction — ^for a wise man may do a 
foolish thing. Well, on all those accounts, I shall 
never contradict or gainsay this mademoiselle— *in all 
things J shall make it my principle to give her her 
swing and her fling. But now observe me, Harry, I 
have no eye to her money — let her leave that toI>or8 
or the cats, whichever pleases her— I am not looking 
to nor squinting at her succession. I am a great 
hunter, but not legacy-hunter — that is a kind. of 
hunting I despise — and I wish every hunter of that 
kind may be thrown out, or thrown off, and may 
never be in at the death ! " 

Gomy's tirade against legacy-hunters was highly 
approved by Ormond, but as to the rest he knew 
nothing about miss CVFaley's fortune. He was now 
to learn that a rich relation of hers, a merchant in 
Dublin, whom living she had despised, because he 
was ^'neither noble, nor comtne ilfaut" dying, bad 
lately left her a considerable sum of money: so that, 
after having been many years in straitened circum- 
stances, she was now quite at her ease. She had a 
carriage, and horses, and servants; she could indulge 
her taste for dress, and make a figure in a coontry 
place. 

The Black Islands were, to be sure, of all plaoes» 
the most unpromising for her purpose, and the first 
sight of Corny Castle was enough to throw her into 
despair. 

As soon as breakfast was over, she begged her 



ORKONB. '99 

l»foC]iiu**lb«Ja\r would show her die whole of the 
Gbatean frtM the top to the bottom. 
, With all the pleasure in life^ he said, he would 
attend her from the attics to the cellar, and show her 
all the additions, improvements, and contrivances, he 
had made, and all he intended to make, if Heaven 
^ould lend him life to complete every thing, or any 
tiling — ^there was nothing Jinuhed. 

'' Nor ever will be," said Dora, looking from her 
father to her aunt with a sort of ironical smile. 

''Why, what has he been doing all his life?" said 
mademoiselle. 

*** Making a shift/*' said Dora: " I will show you 
dozens of them as we go over this house. He calls 
them substitutes — / call them make-shifts." 

Ormond followed as they went over the house; 
and though he was sometimes amused by the smart 
remarks which Dora made behind backs as they went 
on, yet he thought she laughed too scornfully at her 
iather's oddities, and he was often in pain for his good 
Mend Corny, 

His majesty was both proud and ashamed of his 
palace : proud of the various instances it exhibited 
c^ his taste, originality, and daring; ashamed of the 
deficiencies and want of comfort and finish. 

His ready wit had excuses, reasons, or remedies, for 
all mademoiselle's objections. Every alteration she 
proposed he promised to get executed, and he pro- 
mised impossibilities with the best faith imaginable. 

''As the Frenchman answered to the queen of 
France," said Corny, " if it is possible, it shaU be 
d(Hie; and if it is impossible, it must be done." 

Mademoiselle, who had expected to find her brother- 
in-law^ as she owned, a little more difiicnlt to 
manage^ a little savage, and a little vestive^ was quite 
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deligbted with his politeness; bttt presuming on IsM' 
complaisance^ she went too far. In the course of a' 
week^ she made so many innovations^ that Comy^ 
seeing the labour and ingenuity of his life in danger, 
of being at once destroyed, made a sudden stand. 
This is Corny Castle^ mademoiselle/' said he^ 
and you are making it Castle Topsy-Turvy, which 
must not be. Stop this work; for I'll have no more 
architectural innovations done here — but by my own 
orders. Paper and paint, and furnish and finish, you 
may, if you will — I give you a carte-blanche; but I 
won't have another wall touched, nor chimney pulled • 
down : so far shalt thou go, but no farther, Mdlle. 
O'Faley." Mademoiselle was forced to submit, and^ 
to confine her brilliant imagination to papering^ 
painting, and glazing. 

Even in the course of these operations king Corny- 
became so impatient that she was forced to get them 
finished surreptitiously> while he was out of the way 
in the mornings. 

She made out who resided at every place within 
possible reach of morning or dinner visit: every house 
on the opposite banks of the lake was : soon known to* 
her, and she was current in every house. The boat 
was constantly rowing backwards and forwards over 
the lake ; cars waiting or driving on the banks: in 
short, this summer all was gaiety at the Black Islands.: 
Miss O'Faley was said to be a great acquisition in 
the neighbourhood: she was so gay, so sociable, so 
communicative ; and she certainly, above all, knew 
so much of the world ; she was continually receiving 
letters, and news, and patterns, from Dublin, and the 
Black Rock, and Paris. Each of which places, and 
all standing nearly upon the same level, made a gieat. 
figure in her conversation, and in the imagixMition o£ 
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the balf or quarter gentry with whom she consorted 
in this remote place. Every thing is great or small 
by comparison^ and she was a great person in this 
little world. It had been the report of the country, 
that her niece was promised to the eldest son of Mr. 
Connal of Glynn; but the aunt seemed so averse to 
the match^ and expressed this so openly^ that some 
people began to think it would be broken off; others, 
who knew Cornelius O'Shane's steadiness to his ivord 
cf honour, were convinced that miss O'Faley would 
never shake king Corny, and that Dora would 
assuredly be Mrs. Connal. All agreed that it was a 
foolish promise — that he might do better for hi^ 
daughter. Miss O'Shane, with her father's fortune 
and her aunt's, would be a great prize; besides, she 
was thought quite a beauty, and remarkable elegant, 
Dora was just the thing to be the belle and coquette 
of the Black Islands; the alternate scorn and fami- 
liarity with which she treated her admirers, and the 
interest and curiosity she excited, by sometimes 
taking delightful pains to attract and then capri- 
ciously repelling, succeeded, as miss O'Faley observed, 
admirably. Harry Ormond accompanied her and her 
aunt on all their parties of pleasure: miss O'Faley 
would never venture in the boat or across the lake 
without him. He was absolutely essential to their 
parties: he was useful in the boat; he was useful to 
drive the car — miss O'Faley would not trust any 
body else to drive her; he was an ornament to the 
ball — miss O'Faley dubbed him her beau : she under- 
took to polish him, and to teach him to speak French 
—she was astonished by the quickness with which 
he acquired the language, and caught the true 
-Parisian pronunciation. She often reiterated to her 
niece, and to others, who repeated it to Ormond, 
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''that it was tbe greatest of pities he had biit 
hundred a year upon earth ; but that^ eren with tiittt 
pittance^ she would prefer him for a nephew to 
another with his thousands. Mr. Ormond was well* 
bom, and he had some politessej and a. winter »t 
Paris would make him quite another person, quite a 
charming young man. He would have great sucoe99, 
she could answer for it, in certain circles and s^aUms 
that she could name, only it might turn his head too 
much." So far she said, and more she thought. . 

It was a millicm of pities that such a woman a^ 
herself, and such a girl as Dora, and such a young 
man as Mr. Ormond might be made, should be buried 
all their days in the Black Islands. Mdlle. Q'Faley's 
heart still turned to Paris: in Paris she was deterv 
mined to live — there was no livwg, what you call 
living, any where else — elsewhere people only vege- 
tate, as somebody said. Miss O'Faley, nevertbdesa, 
was excessively fond of her niece; and how to make 
the love for her niece and the love foe Paris coincide 
was the question. She long had formed a scheme of 
carrying her dear niece to Paris, and marrying her 
there to some M. le Baron or M. Marquis; but Dora's 
father would not hear of her living any where bat 
in Ireland, or marrying any one but an Irishman. 
Miss OTaley had lived long enough in Ireland to 
know that the usual method, in all disputes, is to 
split the difference: therefore she decided that her 
niece should marry some Irishman who would take 
her to Paris, and reside with her there, at least a 
great part of his time — the latter part of the bai^n 
to be kept a secret from the father till the marriage 
should be accomplished. Harry Ormond appeared 
to be the very man for this purpose: he seemed to 
hang loosely upon the world — ^no family coimexioiis 



seemed to have any rigbts oyer him; he had no pro- 
fewion— hut a yery small fortune. Miss OTaley's 
fortune might be very convenient^ and Dora's per- 
son very agreeable to him; and it was scarcely to be 
doubted that he would easily be persuaded to quit 
the Kack Islands, and the British Islands, for Dora's 
sake. 

The petit menage was already quite arranged in 
Mdlle. O'Faley's head-— even the wedding-dresses 
had floated in her fancy. 

'' As to the promise given to White Connal," as 
she said to herself, ''it would be a mercy to save her 
nieoe from such a man; for she had seen him lately^ 
when he had called upon her in Dublin, and he was 
a vulgar person : his hair looked as if it had not been 
cot these hundred years, and he wore — any thing but 
what he should wear; therefore it would be a favour 
(0 her brother-in-law, for whom she had in reality a 
serious regard, — it would be doing him the greatest 
ims^nable benefit, to save him from the shame of 
either keeping or breaking his ridiculous and savage 
promise." 

Her plan was therefore to prevent the possibility 
«f his keeping it, by marrying her niece privately to 
Onnond before White Connal shoiild return in 
October. When the thing was done and could not 
be undcme, Cornelius O'Shane, she was persuaded, 
would be very glad of it, for Harry Ormond was his 
particular favourite: he had called him his son — son- 
in-law was almost the same thing. Thus arguing 
with happy female casuistry, mademoiselle went on 
with the prosecution of her plan. To the French 
spirit of intrigue and gallantry she joined Irish 
acuteness, and Irish varieties of odd resource, with 
the art of laying suspicion asleep by the appearance 
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of an iQit>radent, blundering good nature ; add to nil 
this a degree of confidence, that could not have been 
acquired by any means but one. Thus accompliabed, 
^' rarely did she manage matters." 

By the very boldness and openness of her railing 
against the intended bridegroom^ she conFinoed her 
brother-in-law that she meant nothing more than 
talh Besides^ through all her changing varieties of 
ob^ctions, there was one point on which she never 
varied — she never objected to going to Dublin^ in 
September^ to buy the wedding-clothes for Dora. 
This seemed to Cornelius 0*Shane perfect pnx^ that 
she had no serious intention to break off or defer the 
match. As to the rest, he was glad to see his own 
Harry such a favourite: he deserved to be a favourite 
with every body^ Cornelius thought. The young peo-^ 
pie were continually together. " So much the better^" 
he would say: " all was above-board^ and there could 
be no harm going forward,, and no danger in life." 
All was above-board on Harry Ormond's part; he 
knew nothing of miss O'Faley's designs, nor did he 
as yet feel that there was for him much danger. He 
was not thinking as a lover of Dora in particular, 
but he felt a new and extraordinary desire to please 
in general. On every fair occasion, he liked to show 
how well he could ride; how well he could dance; 
how gallant and agreeable he could be : his whole 
attention was now turned to the cultivation of his per- 
sonal accomplishments. He succeeded: he danced, 
he rode to admiration— his glories of horsemanships 
and sportsmanship, the birds that he shot, and the 
fish that he caught, and the leaps that he took, are 
to this, hour recorded in the tradition of the inha- 
bitants of the Black Islands. At that time his feats 
of personal activity and address made him the theme 
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bf eyei^y tongue^ the delight of erery ey6> the adini« 
iiiti<m of erery woman^ and the envy of every man: 
not only with the damsels of Peggy Sheridan's claas 
was he the favourite^ but with all the young ladies, 
the belles of the half gentry, who filled the ball«- 
rooms; and who made the most distinguished figure 
in the riding, boating, walking, tea-drinking parties. 
To all or any of these beUes he devoted his attention 
rather than to Dora, for he was upon honour; and 
very honourable he was, and very prudent, moreover, 
he thought himself He was, at present, quite con- 
tent with general admiration: there was, or there 
seemed, at this time, more danger for his head than 
his heart — more danger that his head should be 
turned with the foolish attentions paid him by many 
silly girls than that he should be a dupe to a passion 
for any one of them: there was imminent danger of 
his becoming a mere dancing, driving, country (X)X« 
comb. 



CHAPTER X. 



Onb day, when Harry Ormond was out shooting 
With Moriarty Carroll, Moriarty abruptly began with, 
'* Why then, 'tis what 1 am thinking, master Harry, 
that king Corny don't know as much of that White 
Connal as I do." 

** What do ifou know of Mr. Connal?" said Harry, 
loading his piece. '' I didn't know you had ever 
seen him." 

'^ Oh, but I did, and no great sight to see. Unlike 
the father, old Connal, of Glynn, who is the gentle- 
man to the last, every inch, even with the coat drop- 
ping off his back; and the son, with the best coat in 
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Christendom^ has nmi the look of a genUeman at-all 
at-all—^nor hasn't it in him, inside no more than out* 
side." 

'« You may he mistaken there, a» yon have nerer 
he^EL withinsiilff-el lam, Monaaetf/^ said Ormond. 

^'f^fri firftft, and if I hare not been withinside of 
htm> I have heard enough from them that seen him 
turned inside out, hot and cold. Sure I went down 
there last summer, to his country, to see a diidar ef 
mf^wmm.iha^B.magatdmk; and fipsajost by Ca- 
nal's Town, as the man calls that sheep farm of his." 

^^ Well, let the gentleman call his own place what 
he will " 

** Oh ! he may call it what he plases for me — I 
know what the country calls him; and lest your 
honour should not ax mej Til tell you: they call 
him White Connal the negre! — Think of him that 
would stand browbating tbe butcher an hour, to bate 
down the farthing a pound in the price of the worst 
bits of the mate, which he'd bespeak always for the 
servants; or stand, he would — I've seen him with my 
own eyes — higgling with the poor child, with the 
apron round the neck, that was sent to sell him the 

'^'Hushl Moriarty," said Ormond, who did not 
wish to hear any farther particulars of Mr. Connal's 
domestic economy: and he silenced Moriarty, by 
pointing to a bird. But the bird flew away, and 
Moriarty returned to his point. 

'^ I wouldn't be telling the like of any jantleman^ 
but to show the nature of him. Tbe minute after he 
had screwed the halfpenny out of the child, he'd 
throw down, may be, fifty guineas in gould, for the 
horse he'd fancy for his own riding: not that he rides 
better than the sack going to the mill, nor so well; 



M; tiiat lie might baTt it to showi and say he was 
MftMT mounted than any man at the &ir: and the 
aame har4tbrov away more guineas than I could tdl;, 
at Aft^haadtal ^short-horned bull, or a long-homed 
bulKor 80B»iihikif;»ML£ifiBaEng}and9 may bi^ 
just becaase he'd think mktdj eisa hmt eav ai Ikr 
l«eed In all Ireland but himsdCT 

'^ A very good things at least> for As^ CMSlryj to 
improve the breed of cattle." 

" The country! — ^'Tis little the man thinks of the 
country that never thought of any thing but himself^ 
since his mother sucked him." 

'' Suckled him, you mean," said Harry. 

**No matter — Fm no spaker— but I know that 
man's character nevertheless: he is rich; but a very 
bad character the poor gives him up and down." 

*^ Perhaps, because he is rich." 

''Not at all; the poor loves the rich that helps 
with the kind heart. Don't we all love king Corny 
to the blacking of his shoes? — Oh! there's the dif* 
ference! — who could like the man that's always 
talking of the craturs, and yet to save the life of the 
poorest cratur that's forced to live under him wouldn't 
forbear to drive, and pound, and process, for the little 
con acre, the potato ridge, the cow's grass, or the 
trifle for the woman's peck of flas, was she dying, 
and sell the woman's last blanket ?«-«• White Connal is 
a hard man, and takes all to the uttermost farthing 
the law allows." 

'' Well, even so, I suppose the law does not allow 
him more than his due," said Ormond. 

'' Oh ! begging your pardon, master Harry," said 
Moriarty, " that's becaase you are not a lawyer." 
And are you?" said Harry. 
Only as we all are through the country. And 
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rum rii only just tell you^ master Harry^ bow tiiis 
White Connal saired my shister's husband^ who was 
an under-tenant to him : — see^ the case was this " 

'' Oh ! don't tell roe a long case^ for pity's sake. I 
am no lawyer — I shall not understand a word of it." 

^'But then, sir, through the whole consaming 
White Connal, what I'm thinking of, master Harry^" 
said Moriarty, ** is, I'm grieving that a daughter of 
our dear king Corny, and such a pretty likely girl 
as miss Dora " 

*^ Say no more, Moriarty, for there's a partridge." 

*' Oh ! is it so with you ? " thought Moriarty-— 
'^ that's just what I wanted to know — and I'll keep 
your secret: I don't forget Peggy Sheridan — and 
his goodness." 

Moriarty said not a word more about White Con- 
nal or miss Dora; and he and Harry shot a great 
many birds this day. 

It is astonishing how quickly and how justly the 
Jower class of people in Ireland discover and appre* 
€iate the characters of their superiors^ especially of 
the class just above them in rank. 

Ormond hoped that Moriarty had been prejudiced 
in his account of White Connal, and that private 
feelings had induced him to exaggerate. Harry was 
persuaded of this, because Cornelius O'Shane had 
spoken to him of Connal, and had never represented 
him to be a hard man. In fact, O'Shane did not 
know him. White Connal had a property in a 
distant county, where he resided, and only came 
from time to time to see his father. O'Shane had 
then wondered to see the son grown so unlike the 
father; and he attributed the difference to White 
Connal's having turned grazier. The having dero- 
^ted from the dignity of an idle gentleman, and 



having. turned grazier was his chief fault in king 
Gorny's eyes: so that the only point in Connal'a 
character and conduct for which he deserved esteem 
was that for which his intended father-in-law despised 
him. Connal had early heen taught by his father's 
example^ who was an idle^ decayed^ good gentleman, 
of the old Irish stock, that genealogies and old maps 
<^ estates in other people's possessions do not gain* 
quite so much respect in this, world as solid wealth. 
The son was determined, therefore, to get money ; 
but in his horror of his father's indolence and po- 
verty, he ran into a contrary extreme — he became 
not only industrious, but rapacious. 

In going lately to Dublin to settle with a sales* 
master, he had called on Dora at her aunt's in Dub-, 
lin, and he had been " greatly struck," as he toid, 
*' with miss 0*Shane; she was as fine a girl as any in 
Ireland — ^tum out who they could against her; all 
her points good. But, better than beauty, she would 
be no contemptible fortune: with her aunt's assist- 
ance, she would cut up well ; she was certain of all 
her father's Black Islands— fine improvable land, if 
well managed." 

These considerations had their full effect. Connal^ 
knowing that the young lady was his destined bride, 
had begun by taking the matter coolly, and resolving 
to wait for the praperest time to wed; yet the sight 
of Dora's charms had so wrought upon him, that he 
was now impatient to conclude the marriage imme- 
diately. Directly after seeing Dora in Dublin, he 
had gone home and '^ put things in order and in train 
to bear his absence," while he should pay a visit to. 
the Black Islands. Business, which must alwaya be 
considered before pleasure, had detained him at home* 
longer than he bad foreseen; but now certi^fi r^mpurs 
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he heard of gay doings m the Black Idands^ and a 
letter from his father^ advising him not to delay 
longer paying his respects at Corny Castle, deter* 
itained him to set out. He wrote to Mr. O'Shane to 
announce his intentions^ and he^ed to have the 
answer directed to his father's at Olynn. 

One morning as miss O'Faley^ Mr. O'Shane, and 
Onnond> were at breakfast^ Dora, who was usually 
late, not having yet appeared, miss O'Faley saw a 
little boy running across the fields towards the house. 
*' That boy runs as if he was bringing news/' said she. 
t ^' So he has a right to do," said Corny: *' if I don't 
mistake that's the post; that is, it is not the post, 
but a little special of my own-~a messenger I sent 
off to catch post." 

" To do what ?" said mademoiselle. 

*' Why, to catch post," said Corny. " I bid him 
gallop off for the life and put across (lake understood) 
to the next post town, which is Ballynaslugger, and 
to put in die letters that were too late here at that 
office there; and to bring back whatever he found 
with no delay — but gallop off for the bare life." 

This was an operation which the boy performed, 
whenever requisite, at the imminent hazard of his 
neck ev^ time, to say nothing of his chance of 
drowning. 

''Well, Catch«-post, my little rascal," said king 
Corny, " what have you for us the day?" 

'' I got nothing at all, only a wetting for mjrself, 
plase your honour, and one bit of a note for yoor 
honour, which I have here for you as dry as the bone 
in my breast." 

He produced the bit of a note, which, king Oomy's 
bands being at that time too fiill of the eggs and the 
kettle to receive gracioudy, was laid down on the 
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corner of the table^ from which it feOj and miss 
CFaley picking it up^ and holding it by one corner^ 
exclaimed^ '' Is this whkt you call dry as a bone, 
in this country ? And mighty clean, too — faugh ! 
When will this entire nation leave off chewing 
tobacco, J wonder ! This is what you style clean, 
too, in this country?" 

^ Why, then," said the boy, looking close at the 
letter, *' 1 thought it was clane enough when I got it 
— and gire it— but 'tis not so clane now, sure enough ; 
this comer — ^whatever come over it — would it be the 
snuff, my lady?" 

The mark of miss CKFaley's thumb was so viable, 
and the snuff so palpable, and the effort to brush it 
from the wet paper so disastrous, that miss O'Faley 
fet the matter rest where it was. King Corny put 
silrer into the boy's hand, bidding him not be too 
much of a rogue; the boy, smiling furtively, twitched 
the hair on his forehead, bobbed his bead in sign of 
thanks, and drawing, not shutting, the door after 
him, disappeared. 

'' As sure as I'm Cornelius (yShane, this is White 
Coiuial in propria persona/' said he, opening the note. 

^^Mon Dieu! Bon Dieu! Ah Dieu!" cried 
Mdlle. O'Faley. 

**Hush! Whisht!" cried the father— •'< here's 
Dora coming." 

Dora came in. " Any letter for me?" 

'' Ay, darling, one for you" 

" Oh, give it me! I'm always in a desperate hurry 
for my letters: where is it?" 

<€ No — you need not hold out your pretty hand ; 
the letter is for you, but not to you," said king Corny ; 
*^ and now you know^-ay, now yon guess-^my quick 
little blusher, who 'tis from." 



^ 
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*' I guess? not I^ indeed — not worth my guessing," 
cried Dora^ throwing herself sideways into a chair.^ 
'* My tea, if you please^ aunt." Then, taking the 
cup, without adverting to Harry, who handed it to 
her, she began stirring the tea, as if it and all things 
shared her ^corn. 

*'Monchere! mon chat!" said Mdlle. OTaley, 
" you are quite right to spare yourself the troc^le of 
guessing; for I give it you in two, I give it you in 
four, I give it you in eight, and you would never, 
guess right. Figure to yourself only, that a man, 
who has the audacity to call himself a lover of miss 
O'Shaine's, could fold, could seal, could direct a 
letter in such a manner as this, which you here 
behold." 

Dora, who during this speech had sat fishing for 
sugar in her tea-cup, raised her long eyelashes, and 
shot a scornful glance at the letter; but intercepting 
a crossing look of Ormond's, the expression of her 
countenance suddenly changed, and with perfect 
composure she observed, ^' A man may fold a letter 
badly, and be nevertheless a very good man." 

*^ That nobody can possibly contradict," said her 
father; '^and on. all occasions 'tis a comfort to be 
able to say what no one can contradict." 

'*No well-bred person will never contradict no- 
thing," said miss OTaley. " But, without contra- 
dicting you, my child," resumed miss O'Faley, " I 
maintain the impossibility of his being a gentleman 
who folds a letter so." 

" But if folding a letter is all a man wants of being 
a gentleman," said Dora, ^'it might be learnt, I should 
think ; it might be taught " 

'' If you were the teacher, Dora, it might, surely," 
said her father. 
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*^ But Heaven^ I trusty will arrange that better/' 
aaid mademoiselle. 

^* Whatever Heaven arranges must be best," said 
Dora. 

** Heaven and your father, if you please, Dora," 
said her father : '' put that and that together, like a 
dutiful daughter, as you must be." 

''•Must!" said Dora, angrily. 

''That offensive miul slipped out by mistake, 
darling; I meant only being ^o«, you must be all 
that's dutiful and good." 

"Oh!" said Dora, "that's another view of the 
subject." 

" You have a very imperfect view of the subject, 
yet," said her father ; " for you have both been so 
taken up with the manner, that you have never 
thought of inquiring into the matter of this letter." 

"And what is the matter ?" said miss O'Faley. 

" Form/ "continued the father, addressing himself 
to his daughter ; *^form, I acknowledge, is one thing, 
and a great thing in a daughter's eyes." 

Dora blushed. " But in a father's eyes, substance 
is apt to be more." 

Dora raked her cup and saucer together to her 
lips at this instant, so that the substanoe of the 
saucer completely hid her face from her father. 

" But," said miss O'Faley, " you have not told us 
yet what the man says." 

" He says he will be here whenever we please." 

" Thafs never," said miss O'Faley: "never, I'd 
give for answer, if my pleasure is to be consulted," 

" Luckily, there's another person's pleasure to be 
consulted here," said the father, keeping his eyes 
fixed u{K>n his daughter. 

" Another cup of tea, aunt, if you please." 

I w 
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'' ThetL the sooner the better, I say/' continQed 
her father ; " for when a disagreeable thing is t« bd 
done — ^that is, when a thing that's net quite agree- 
able to a young lady, such as marriage———" Dora 
took the cup of tea from her aunt's hand, Harry not 

interfering " I say," persisted her father, *' the 

sooner it's done and over, the better." 

Dora saw that Ormond's eyes were fixed upon 
her : she suddenly tasted, and suddenly started back 
from her scalding tea; Harry involuntarily uttered 
some exclamation of pity; she turned, and seeing his 
eyes still fixed upon her, said, ^' Very, rude, sir, to 
stare at any one so." 

^'^I only thought you had scalded yourself." 

" Then you only thought wrong." 

" At any rate, there's no great occasion to be angry 
with me, Dora." 

'^ And who is angry, pray, Mr. Ormond ? What 
put it in your head that I was doing you the honour 
to be angry with you ? " 

*' The cream ! the cream !" cried miss O'Paley. 
' A sudden motion, we must not say an angry 
motion, of Dora's elbow, had at this moment overset 
the cream ewer ; but Harry set it up again, before 
its contents poured on her new riding-habit. 

" Thank you," said she, '^ thank you ; but," added 
she, changing the places of the cream ewer and cups 
and saucers before her, '^ I'd rather manage my own 
a&irs my own way, if you'd let me, Mr. Ormond — 
if you'd leave me — I can take care of myself my own 
way. 

" I beg your pardon for saving your habit friMn 
destruction, &r that is the only cause of ofience that 
I am conscious of having givjen. But I leave ydu to 
your own^way, as I am ordered," said he, rising from 
the breakfast table. 



vv 
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'.'■ '^Sparring! sparring again^ you two!" said Dora's 
(ather: " but^ Dora> I wonder whether you and 
White Connal were sparring that way when you 
met." 

' *'Time enough for that^ sir, after niarriage/' said 
Dora. 

Our hero, who had stood leaning on the back of 
his chair, fearing that he had been too abrupt in what 
be had said, cast a lingering look at Dora, as her 
father spoke about White Connal, and as she replied ; 
bat there was something so unfeminine, so unamiable, 
so decided and bold, he thought, in the tone of her 
voice, as she pronounced the word marriage, that he 
then, without reluctance, and with a feeling of dis- 
gust, quitted the room, and left her '^ to manage her 
own affairs, and to take her own way." 



CHAPTER XI. 



OuB young hero, hero-like, took a solitary walk to 
indulge his feelings; and as he rambled, he railed to 
fais heart's content against Dora. 

'^ Here all my plans of happiness and improve- 
ment are again overturned: Dora cannot improve 
me, can give me no motive for making myself any 
thing better than what I am. Polish my manners ! 
no, when she has such rude, odious manners herself; 
much changed for the worse — a hundred times more 
agreeable when she was a child. Lost to me she is 
every way-^no longer my playfellow — no chance of 
her being my friend. Her good father hoped she 
would be a sister to me— very sorry I should be to 
have isuch a sister : then I am to consider her as a 
Aiarried woman^— pretty wife she will make ! I am 

i2 
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convinoed she cares no more for that man she U going 
to marry than I do-marrying merely to be married, 
to manage her own affairs, and have her own usay — 
so childish ! — or marr3ring merely to get an estabtishr 
ment — so base ! How women, and such young crea- 
tures, can bring themselves to make these vena) 
matches — I protest Peggy Sheridan's worth a hun- 
dred of such. Moriarty may think himself a hi^y 
fellow — Suzy — J[enny, any body — only with item 
and manner a little different — is full as good in rea- 
lity. I question whether they'd give themselves, 
without liking, to any White Ck)nnal in their own 
rank, at the first offer, for a few sheep, or a cow, or 
to have their own way." 

Such was the summing up of the topics of invec- 
tive, which, during a two hours' walk, had come 
round and round continually in Ormond's indignant 
fancy. He went plucking off the hawthorn blossoms 
in his path, till at one desperate tug, that he gave to 
a branch which crossed his way, he opened to a bank 
that sloped down to the lake. At a little distance 
below him he saw old Sheelah sitting under a tree, 
rocking herself backwards and forwards ; while Dora 
stood motionless opposite to her, with her hand 
covering her eyes^ and her head drooping. They 
neither of them saw Ormond, and he walked on pur** 
suing his own path ; it led close behind the hedge to 
the place where they were, so dose, that the sounds 
" Willastrew ! Willastrew !" from old Sheelah, in her 
funereal tone, reached his ear, and then the words* 
'' Oh, my heart's darling ! so young to be a sacrifice 
■ But what next did he say?" 

Ormond's curiosity was strongly excited ; but be 
was t-oo honourable to listen or to equivocate with 
conscience : so to warn them that some one was within 
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hearings he began to vhistle clear and strong. Both 
tite old woman and the young lady started. 

" Murder !" cried Sheelah^ " it's Harry Ormond. 
Oh ! did he overhear any thing — or all^ think ye?" 
' ^^Not I/' answered Ormonde leaping over the 
hedge directly, and standing firm before them : " I 
overheard nothing — I heard only your last words, 
Sheelah — you spoke so loud I could not help it. 
They are as safe with me as with yourself^but don't 
speak so loud another time, if you are talking secrets 
and whatever you do, never suspect me of listening 
—I am incapable of that, or any other baseness." 
'■ So saying, he turned his back, and was preparing 
to vault over the hedge again, when he heard Dora, 
in a soft low voice, say, '* I never suspected you, 
Harry, of that, or any other baseness." 

*' 'Thank you, Dora," said he, turning with some 
emotion, ^' thank you, Dora, for this first, this only 
kind word you've said to me since you came home." 
' liooking at her earnestly, as he approached nearer, 
he saw the traces of tears, and an air of dejection in 
her countenance, which turned all his anger to pity 
and tenderness in an instant. With a soothing tone 
he said, '^ Forgive my unseasonable reproach — I was 
wrong — I see you are not as much to blame at I 
thought you were." 

"To blame!" cried Dora. "And pray how — 
and why — and for what did you think me to blame, 
sir?" 

The impossibility of explanation, the impropriety 
ivf what he had said flashed suddenly on his mind ; 
and in a hw moments a rapid succession of ideas 
followed. ''Was Dora to blame for obeying her 
father, for being ready to marry the man to whom 
ber father had destined — promised her hand ; and 
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was he, Harry Ormond, the adopted chiid^ the trusted 
friend of the family^ to suggest to the daughter 
the idea of rebelling against her father's will^ or dis- 
puting the propriety of his choice ?" 

Ormond's imagination took a rapid flight on Dora's 
side of the question^ and he finished with the con-' 
viction that she was "a sacrifice^ a martyr, and a 
miracle of perfection !" 

" Blame yow, Dora ! " cried he, " blame you ! No — 
I admire, I esteem, I respect you. Did I say that I 
bJamed you ? I did not know what I said, or what I 
meant." 

" And are you sure you. know any better what yott 
say or what you mean, now ? " said Dora. 

. The altered look and tone of tartness in which this 
question was asked produced as sudden a change in 
Harry's conviction. He hesitatingly answered, ** I 
ani— 

He is," said Sheelah, confidently. 
I did not ask your opinion, Sheelah : I can judge 
for myself," said Dora. " Your words tell me one 
thing, sir, and your looks another," said she, turning 
to Ormond ; " which am I to believe, pray ? " 

" Oh ! believe the young man any way, sure," said 
Sheelah; ^' silence speaks best for him." 

Best against him, in my opinion," said Dora. 
Dora, will you hear me ? " Ormond began. 

" No, sir, I will not," interrupted Dora. " What's 
the use of hearing or listening to a man who does not^ 
by the confession of his own eyes, and his own tongue, 
know two minutes together what he means, or mean 
two minutes together the same thing ? A woman 
might as well listen to a fool or a madman ! " 

"^ Too harsh, too severe, Dora," said he. 

^' Too true, too sincere, perhaps, you ^lean." . . . 
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" Since I am allowed^ Dora> to speak to you as a 
brother " 

** Who allowed you, sir ? " interrupted Dora. 

" Your father, Dora." 

''My father can not, shall not! Nobody but nature 
Cfin make any man my brother — ^nobody but myself 
shall allow any man to call himself my brother." 

'' I am sorry I presumed so far, miss O'Shane — I 
was only going to offer one word of advice." 

'' I want no advice — I will take none from you. 
Sir. 

" You shall have none, madam, henceforward, from 
Harry Ormond." 

" 'Tis well, sir. Come awav, Sheelah." 

^ Oh ! wait, dear — Och ! I am too old," said 
Sheelah, groaning as she rose slowly. ''I'm too 
slow entirely for these quick passions." 

" Passions !" cried Dora, growing scarlet and pale 
in an instant: "what do you mean by passions, 
Sheelah ? " 

" I mean changes," said Sheelah, " changes, dear. 
I am ready now — where's my stick ? Thank you, 
master Harry. Only I say I can't change my quarters 
and march so quick as you, dear." 

" Well, well, lean on me," said Dora, impatientiy. 

" Don't hurry, poor Sheelah — no necessity to 
hurry away from me," said Ormond, who had stood 
for a few moments like one transfixed. " 'Tis for 
me to go — and I will go as fast and as far as you 
please, Dora, away from you and for ever." 

" For ever !" said Dora: " what do you mean ?" 

" Away from the Black Islands ? he can't mean 
that," said Sheelah. 

" Why not ? — Did not I leave Castle Hermitage 
at a moment's warning ? " . 
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'^Warning! Nonsense!" cried Dora: ''lean on 
him^ Sheelah — he has frightened you; lean on fann, 
can't you— sure he's better than your stick. Warning! 
— ^where did you find that pretty word ? Is Harry 
Ormond then turned footman ?" 

" Harry Ormond ! — and a minute ago she would 
not let me*^^Miss O'Shane^ I shall not forget myself 
again^ — amuse yourself with being as capricious at 
you please^ but not at my expence; little as you 
think of me^ I am not to be made your butt or your 
dupe: therefore, I must seriously beg, at once, that 
I may know whether you wish me to stay or to go.* 

'' To stay, to be sure, when my father invites you. 
Would you expose me to his displeasure ? you knoif 
he can't bear to be contradicted; and you know that 
he asked you to stay and live here." 

'< But without exposing you to any displeasure,^ I 
can," replied Ormond, " contrive " 

*' Contrive nothing at all — do leave me to contrive 
for myself. I don't mean to say leave me — you take 
up one's words so quickly, and are so passionate^ 
Mr. Ormond." 

''If you would have me understand you, Bora^ 
explain how you wish me to live with you." 

" Lord bless me ! what a fuss the man makes 
about living with one — one would think it was the 
most difficult thing in the world. Can't you live on 
like any body else ? There's my aunt in the hedge- 
row walk, all alone-^I must go and take care of 
her: I leave you to take care of Sheelah — you know 
you were always very good-natured when we were 
ohildren." 

Dora went oif quick as lightning, and what to 
make of her Ormond did not well know. Was it 
mere childishness, or affectation, or coquetry ? No; 
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the real tears and real expression of look and word 
Ibrbade each of these suppositions. One other cause 
for her conduct might hare been suggested by a vain 
man. Harry Ormond was not a vain roan; bat a 
Httle fluttering delight was just beginning to play 
round his head^ when Sheelah, leaning heavily on 
his arm as they ascended the bank, reminding him 
«f her existence — ^'My poor old Sheelah!" said he, 
**are you not tired?" 

^'Not now, thanks to your arm, master Harry, 
dear, that was always good to me — ^not now — I am 
not a whit tired; now I see all right again between 
my childer — and happy I was, these five minutes 
past, watching yon smiling to yourself; and I don't 
doubt but all the world will smile on ye yet. If it 
was my world, it should. But I can only wish yon 
my best wish, which I did long ago-*— may ycu live to 
wonder at your onntgood luck" 

Ormond looked as if he was going to ask some 
question that interested him much, but it ended by 
nnrndering what o'clock it was. Sheelah wondered 
at him for thinking what the hour was, when she 
was talking of miss Dora. After a silence, which 
brought them to the chicken- yard door, where 
Sheel^ was ''to quit his arm," she leaned hearily 
again. 

" The marriage — that they are all talking of in 
the kitchen, and every where through the country-^ 
miss Dbra's marriage with White Connal, is reprieved 
ibr the season. She axed time till she'd be seventeen 
— very rasonable. So it's to be in October — if we 
all live till those days — ^in the same mind. Lord, 
he knows — I know nothing at all about it; but I 
thank you kindly, master Harry, and wish you well, 
any way. Did you erer happen to see the bride* 
groom that is to be?" 
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*V Never." 

Harry longed to hear what she longed to say; but 
he did not deem it prudent^ he did not think it 
honourable^ to let her enter on this topic. The pru- 
dential consideration might have been conquered by 
curiosity; but the honourable repugnance to obtain- 
ing second-hand information, and encouraging im- 
proper confidence, prevailed. He deposited Sheelah 
safe on her stone bench at the chicken-yard door, and 
much against her will, he left her before she had told 
or hinted to him all she did know — and all she did 
not know. 

The flattering delight that played about our young 
hero's head had increased, was increasing, and ought 
to be diminished. Of this he was sensible. It should 
never come near his heart — of that he was deter- 
mined; he would exactly follow the letter and spirit 
of his benefactor's commands — ^he would always con- 
sider Dora as a married woman ; but the prospect of 
there being some temptation, and some struggle, was 
infinitely agreeable to our young hero— it would give 
him something to do, something to think of, some- 
thing to feel. 

It was much in favour of his resolution that Dora 
really was not all the kind of woman he had pictured 
to himself either as amiable or charming : she waa 
not in the least like his last patterns of heroines, or 
any of his approved imaginations of the beau ideal. 
But she was an exceedingly pretty girl ; she was the 
only very pretty and tolerably accoipplished girl im* 
mediately near him. A dangerous propinquity! 
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CHAPTER XII. 

White Connal and his father — we name the son 
first because his superior wealth inverting the order 
of nature^ gave him, in his own opinion, the pre- 
cedency on all occasions — White Connal and his 
father arrived at Corny Castle. King Corny re- 
joiced to see his old friend, the elder Connal; but 
through all the efforts that his majesty made to be 
more than civil to the son — ^the degenerate grazier, 
his future son-in-law — ^it was plain that he was only 
keeping his promise, and receiving such a guest as he 
ought to be received. 

Mademoiselle decided that old Connal, the father, 
was quite a gentleman, for he handed her about, and 
in his way had some politeness towards the sex ; but 
as for the son, her abhorrence must have burst forth 
in plain English, if it had not exhaled itself safely 
in French, in every exclamation, of contempt which 
the language could afford. She called him bele! and 
grand bite I by turns, butar! dnel and grand buiori 
"^nigaud! and grand nigatidi — pronounced him to be 
^' Un homme qui ne dit rien — d'ailleurs un homme 
qui n'a pas I'air comme il faut — un homme, enfin, 
qui n'est pas presentable— meme en fait de mari." 

Dora looked unutterable things; but this was not 
unusual with her. Her scornful airs, and short, 
answers, were not more decidedly rude to White Con- 
nal than to others ; indeed she was rather more civil 
to him than to Ormond. There was nothing in her 
manner of keeping Connal at a distance, beyond 
what he, who had not. much practice or skill in the 
language of female coquetry, might construe into 
maiden coyness to the acknowledged husband loverv; 
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It seemed as if she had some secret hope^ or fear» 
or reason^ for not* coming to open war: in shorty as 
usual, she was odd, if not unintelligible. White 
Connal did not disturb himself at all to folk>w her 
doublings: his pleasure was not in the chase-^he 
was sure the game was his own. 
' Be bold, but not too bold. White Connal! — ^be 
negligent, but not too negligent, of the destined 
bride. 'Tis bad, as you say, to be spoiling a fo^e 
before marriage; but what if she should never be 
your wife? thought some. 

That was a contingency that never had occumd 
to White Connal. Had he not horses, and saddles, 
and bridles, and bits, finer than had ever been aeea 
before in the Black Islands? And had he not the 
finest pistols, and the most famous fowling-pieces? 
And had he not thousands of sheep, and hundreds 
of oxen ? And had he not thousands in paper, and 
thousands in gold; and if he lived, would he not have 
tens of thousands more? And had he not brought 
with him a plan of Connal Vtown, the name by 
which he dignified a snug slated lodge he had upon 
one of his farms*— an elevation of the house to be 
built, and of the offices that had been built? 
• He had so. But it happened one day, when 
Connal was going to ride out with Dora, that just 
as he mounted, her veil fluttering bef<»*e his horse's 
eyes, startled the animal; and the awkward rider 
beingunable to manage him, king Corny begged Harry 
Ormond to change horses with him, that Mr. Comial 
might go quietly beside Dora, '^ who was a bit of a 
coward." Imprudent father ! Harry obeyed-— and the 
difference between the riders and the gentlemen was 
but too apparent. For what avails it that you have 
the finest horse, if another ride him better? Wlni 
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anuls it that you hare the finest saddle, if another 
become it better? What use to you your Wogden 
pistols, if another hit the mark you miss? Whait 
avails the finest fowling-piece to the worst sports* 
man? The thousands upon thousands to him who 
says but little, and says that little ill ? What arail 
that the offices at Connal's town be finished, dog- 
kennel and all ? or what boots it that the plan and 
elevation of Connal's-town be unrolled, and sub^ 
mitted to the fair one's inspection and remarks, if 
the fair disdain to inspect, and if she remark only 
that a cottage and love are more to her taste? White 
Connal put none of these questions to himself-^h« 
went on his own way. Faint heart never won fiiir 
lady. Then no doubt he was in a way to win, fw. 
his heart never quailed, his colour never changed 
when he saw his fair one's furtive smiles or heard 
her aunt's open praises of the youth, by whom 
riding, dancing, shooting, speaking, or silent, he wa4 
always eclipsed. ConnaJ of Connal's-town despised 
Harry Ormond of no- town — viewed him with scorn* 
ful, but not with jealous eyes: idle jealousies were 
hr from Connal's Uioughts — he was intent upon the 
noble recreation of cock-fighting. Cock-fighting had 
been the taste of his boyish days, before he became a 
money-making man; and at every interval of busi^ 
ness, at each intermission of the passion of avarice,, 
when he had leisure to think of amusement, this his 
first idea of pleasure recurred. Since he came to 
Corny Castle, he had at sundry times expressed to 
his father his '^hope in Heaven, that before they 
would leave the Black Islands, they should get some 
goodJ'uH cock-fighting; for it was a poor case for. 
man that is not used to it, to be tied to a woman*a 
apron-strings, twirling his thumbs all the momingSi 
for form's sake." 
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There was a strolling kind of gentleman in thtf 
Islands^ a Mr. O'Tara, who was a famous cock- 
fighter. O'Tara came one day to dine at Corny 
Castle. The kindred souls found each other out^ 
and an anifnated discourse across the table com- 
menced concerning cooks. After dinner^ as the 
bottle went rounds the rival cock-fighters warmed 
to enthusiasm in praise of their birds. Each re- 
lating wonders^ they finished by proposing a match, 
laying bets^ and despatching messengers and ham- 
pers for their favourites. The cocks arrived^ itod 
were put in separate houses^ und^r the care of sepa- 
rate feeders. 

Moriarty Carroll^ who was curious, and something 
of a sportsman, had a mind to have a peep at the 
cocks. Opening the door of one of the buildings 
hastily, he disturbed the cock, who taking fright, 
flew about the barn with such violence, as to tear off 
iseveral of his feathers, and very much to deface his 
appearance. Unfortunately, at this instant White 
Connal and Mr. O'Tara came by, and finding what 
had happened, abused Moriarty with all the vulgar 
eloquence which anger could supply. Ormond, who 
had been with Moriarty, but who had no share in the 
disaster, endeavoured to mitigate the fury of White 
Connal, and apologised to Mr. O'Tara: O'Tara was 
satisfied — shook hands with Ormond, and went off. 
But White Connal's anger lasted longer: for many 
reasons he disliked Ormond; and thinking from 
Harry's gentleness, that he might venture to insult 
him, returned to the charge, and becoming high and 
brutal in his tone, said that ''Mr. Ormond had 
committed an ungentleraanlike action, which it was 
Easier to apologize for than to defend." Harry took 
firey and instantly was much more ready than his 
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bpponent wished to give any other satisfaction that 
Mr. Connal desired. Well^ ^' Name his hour — his 
place." ^' To-morrow morning, six o'clock, in the 
east meadow, out of reach and sight of all," Ormond 
said; or he was ready at that instant, if Mr. Connal 
l^eased: he hated, he said, to bear malice — he could 
not sleep upon it. 

Moriarty now stepping up privately, besought Mr. 
Ck>nnal's " honour, for Heaven and earth's sake, to 
recollect^ if he did not know it, what a desperate 
good shot Mr. Harry notoriously was always." 

"What! you rascal! are you here still?" cried 
White Connal: ''Hold your peace! How dare you 
speak between gentlemen?" 

Moriarty begged pardon and departed. The hint 
he had given, however, operated immediately upon 
White Connal. 

** This scattered-brained young Ormonde" said he 
to himself, "desires nothing better than to tight. 
Very natural — he has nothing to lose in the world 
but his bare life: neither money, nor landed property 
as I have to quit, in leaving the world — unequal 
odds. Not worth my while to stand his shot, for the 
feather of a cock," concluded Connal, as he pulled to 
pieces one of the feathers, which had been the 
original cause of all the mischief. 

Thus cooled, and suddenly become reasonable, he 
lowered his tone, declaring that he did not mean to 
say any thing in short that could give offence, 
nothing but what it was natural for any man in the 
heat of passion to say, and it was enough to put a 
man in a passion at first sight to see his favourite 
bird disfigured. If he had said any thing too strong 
he hoped Mr. Ormond would excuse it. 
' Ortnond knew what the heat of passion was, and 
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was willing to make all proper allowances. White 
G)nnal made more than proper apologies; ^d 
Ormond rejoiced that the business was ended. Bat 
Wbite Connal> conscious that he had first bullied^ 
then quailed, and that if the story were repeated, it 
would tell to his disadvantage, made it his anxious 
request that he would say nothing to Cornelius 
(yShane of what had passed between them, lest it 
should offend Cornelius, who he knew was so fond of 
Mr. Ormond. Harry eased the gentleman's mindj by 
promising that he would never say a word about the 
matter. Mr. Connal was not content till this pro- 
mise was solemnly repeated. Even this, though it 
seemed quite to satisfy him at the time, did not 
afterwards relieve Connal from the uneasy C(Hiscious- 
ness he felt in Ormond's company. He could bear it 
only the remainder of this day. The next morning 
he left the Black Islands, having received letters on 
business, he said, which required his immediate pre- 
sence at Connal's-town. Many at Corny Castle 
seemed willing to dispense with his farther stAj, 
but king Corny, true to his word and his character^ 
took leave of him as his son-in-law, and <m]y as £ur 
as hospitality required was ready to ''speed the 
painting guest." At parting White Connal drew his 
future father-in-law aside, and gave him hint, thai 
he had better look sharp after that youth he was 
fostering. 

Harry Ormond, do you meanF" said O'Sbane. 

I do," said Connal: ''but, Mr. O'Shane, d<«i't 
go to mistake me. I am not jealous of the man — ^aot 
capable — of such a fellow as that — a wild scatter- 
brains, who is not worth a sixpence scarce — I have 
too good an opinion of mieis Dora. But if I was in 
your place^ her father, just for the look of the thing 
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iir^e wliole country, I should not like it: not that 
I mind what people' say a potato skin; but still, if I 
was hei* father, I'd as soon have the devil an inmate 
and intimate in my house, muzzling in my daughter's 
ear behind backs." 

Cornelius O'Shane stoutly stood by his young 
firiend. 

He never saw Harry Ormond muzzling — behind 
badi:8, especially— did not believe any such thing: 
all Harry said and did was always above-board, and 
before faces, aiiy way. " In short," said Cornelius, 
*' I will answer for Harry Ormond's honour with my 
own honour. After that, 'twould be useless to add 
with my life, if required — that of course; and this 
ought to satisfy any son-in-law, who was a gentleman 
* — none such could glance or mean to reflect on Dora." 

Connal, perceiving he had overshot himself, made 
protestations of his innocence of the remotest inten- 
ti()ii of glancing at, or reflecting upon, or imagining 
any thing but what was perfectly angelic and proper 
in miss Dord. — miss O'Shane. 

" Then that was all as it should be," Mr. O'Shane 
said, '* so far: but another point he would not con- 
cede to mortal man, was he fifty times his son-in-law 
promised, that was, his own right to have who he 
pleased and roiUed to have, at his own castle, his 
inmate and his intimate." 

"No doubt — to be sure," Connal said: "he did 
not mean — ^he only meant-^he could not mean — in 
short, he meant nothing at all, only just to put Mr. 
O'i^ane on his guard — that was all he meant." 

'*Phoo!" said Cornelius O'Shane; but checking 
the expression of his contempt for the man, he made 
an abrupt transition to Connal's horse, whfch had 
just come to the door. 

K ^8 
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*' That's a handsome horse ! certainly you are well 
mounted^ Mr. Counal." 

O'Shane's elision of contempt was beyond Mr. Con- 
nal's understanding or feeling. 

** Well mounted ! certainly I am that, and ever 
will be^ while I can so well afford it/' said Connal, 
mounting his horse; and identifying himself with the 
animal^ he sat proudly^ then bowing to the ladies^ 
who were standing at an open window^ '^ Grood day 
to ye, ladies, till October, when I hope " 

But his horse, who did not seem quite satisfied of 
his identity with the man, would not permit him to 
say more, and off he went — half his hopes dispersed 
in empty air. 

" I know I wish," said Ciomelius O'Shane to him« 
self, as he stood on the steps, looking after the man 
and horse, " I wish that that unlucky bowl of punch 
had remained for ever unmixed, at the bottom of 
which I found this son-in-law for my poor daughter, 
my innocent Dora, then unborn ; but she must make 
the best of him for me and herself, since the fates 
and my word, irrevocable as the Styx, have bound 
me to him, the purse-proud grazier and mean man 
— not a remnant of a gentleman ! as the father was. 
O my poor Dora !" 

As king Corny heaved a heartfelt sigh, very difli* 
cult to force from his anti-sentimental bosom, Harry 
Ormond, with a plate of meat in his hand, whistling 
to his dog to follow him, ran down the steps. 

'^ Leave feeding that dog, and come here to me, 
Harry, said O'Shane, *^ and answer me truly such 
questions as I shall ask.'* 

" Truly — if I answer at all," said Harry. 

" Answer you must, when I ask you : every man, 
every gentleman, must answer in all honour for what 
he does/' 
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- " Certainly^ answer ^/bf what he does/' said Harry. 

" For ! — Phoo ! Come^ none of your tricks upon 
prepositions to gain time — I never knew you do the 
like — you'll give roe a worse opinion. I'm no school* 
master^ nor you a grammarian, I hope> to be equivo- 
cating on monosyllables." 

** Equivocate ! I never equivocated, sir/' said 
Harry. 

"Don't begin now, then," said Cornelius: "I've 
enough to put me out of humour already — so answer 
straight, like yourself. What's this you've done to 
get the ill-will of White Connal, that's just gone ?" 

Surprised and embarrassed, Ormond answered, " I 
trust I have not his ill-will, sir." 

" You have, sir," said O'Shane. 

"Is it possible?" cried Harry, "when we shook 

hands You must have misunderstood, or have 

been misinformed. How do you know, my dear 
sir?" 

*^ I know it from the man's own lips, see ! I can 
give you a straight answer at once. Now answer me, 
was there any quarrel between you ? and what cause 
of offence did you give?" 

" Excuse me, sir — those are questions which I can« 
not answer." 

'^ Your blush, young man, answers me enough, and 
too much. Mark me, I thought I could answer for 
your honour with my own, and I did so." 

'^ Thank you, sir, and you shall never have rea- 
son " 

" Don't interrupt me, young man. What reason 
can I have to judge of the future, but from the past? 
I am not an idiot to be bothered with fair words.'* 

^' O sir, can jtou suspect?" 

" I suspect nothing, Harry Ormond: I am, I thank 

k2 
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my God, above suspicion. Listen to me. You know 
— whether I ever told it you before or not, I can't 
remember — but whether or not, you know as well as if 
you were with inside of me — that in my heart's core 
there's not a man alive I should have preferred for my 
son-in-law to the man I once thought Harry Ormoiid> 
without a penny " 

"Once thought!" 

" Interrupt me again, and I'll lave you, sir. In 
confidence between ourselves, thinking'as once I did, 
that I might depend on your friendship and discre- 
tion, equally with your honour, I confessed I repented 
a rash promise, and let yon see my regret deep enough 
that my son-in-law will never be what Dora deserves 
— I said, or let you see as much, no matter which ; I 
am no equivocator, nor do I now unsay or retract a 
word. You have my secret : but remember when first 
I had the folly to tell it you, same time I warned you — 
I warned you, Harry, like the moth from the candle 
— I warned yon in vain. In another tone I warn you 
now, young man, for the last time — I tell you my 
promise to me is sacred — she is as good as married to 
White Connal — fairly tied up neck and heels — and 
so am I, to all intents and purposes ; and if 'I thought 
it were possible you could consider her, or make her 
by any means consider herself, in any other light, I 
will tell you what I would do — I would shoot my- 
self; for one of us must fall, and I wouldn't choose 
it should be you, Harry. That's all." 

" Oh ! hear me, sir," cried Harry, seizing his arm 
as he turned away, " kill me if you will, but hear me 
—I give you my word you are from beginning to end 
mistaken. I cannot tell you the whole — but thi« 
much believe, Dora was not the cause of quarrel.*' 

^^Then there was a quarrel. Oh for shame! for 
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sbanie ! — jmi are not used to falsehood enongh yet-~ 
you can't carry it through — why did you attempt it 
with me?" 

*' Sir^ though I can't tell you the truth, the foolish 
truths I tell you no falsehood. Dora's name^ a 
thought of Dora, never came in question hetween 
Mr. Connal and me, upon my honour." 

'^ Your honour! " repeated Cornelius, with a severe 
look — severe more in its sorrow than its anger. " O 
Harry Ormond! what signifies whether the name 
was mentioned ? You know she was the thing — the 
cause of offence. Stop ! I charge you — equivocate no 
more. If a lie's beneath a gentleman, an equivoca- 
tion is doubly beneath a man." 



CHAPTER Xni. 

Harby Ormond thought it hard to bear unmerited 
reproach and suspicion ; found it painful to endure 
the altered eye of his once kind and always generous^ 
and to him always dear, friend and benefactor. But 
Ormond had given a solemn promise to White Connal 
never to mention any thing that had passed between 
them to O'Shaiie; and he could not therefore explain 
these circumstances of the quarrel. Conscious that 
he was doing right, he kept his promise to the 
person he hated and despised, at the hazard, at the 
certainty, of displeasing the man he most loved 
in the world; and to whom he was the most obliged. 
While his heart yearned with tenderness towards 
his adopted father, he endured the reproach of in« 
gratitude; and while he knew he had acted per- 
fectly honourably^ he suffered under the suspicion of 
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equivocation and breach of confidence: he bor^ it all; 
and^ in reward^ he had the coniriction of his own fimr« 
ness^ and an experience^ upon trial, of his adherence 
to his word of honour. The trial may seem but 
trivial, the promise but weak: still it was a great 
trial to him, and he thought the promise as sacred as 
if it had been about an affair of state. 

It happened some days after the conversation had 
passed between him and O'Shane, that Cornelius met 
O'Tara, the gentleman w]\o had laid the bets about 
the cock-fight with Connal ; and chancing to ask him 
what had prevented the intended battle, O'Tara told 
all he knew of the adventure. Being a good-natured 
and good-humoured man, he stated the matter as 
playfully as possible — acknowledged that they had 
all been foolish and angry ; but that Harry Ormond 
and Moriarty had at last pacified them by proper 
apologies. Of what had passed afterwards, of the 
bullying, and the challenge, and the submission, 
O'Tara knew nothing; but king Corny having once 
been put on the right scent, soon made it all out. He 
sent for Moriarty, and cross-questioning him, heard 
the whole; for Moriarty had not been sworn to 
secrecy, and had very good ears. When he had been 
turned out of the stable, he had retreated only to the 
harness-room, and had heard all that had passed. 
King Corny was delighted with Harry's spirit — and 
now he was prince Harry again, and the generous, 
warm-hearted Cornelius went, in impatience, to seek 
him out, and to beg his pardon for his suspicions. He 
embraced him, called him son, and dear son — said he 
had now found out, no thanks to him, Connal's cause 
of complaint, and it had nothing to do with Dora. — 
" But why could not you say so, man?" 

He had said so repeatedly. 
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' " Well^ so I suppose it is to be made out clearly to 
be all my faulty that was in a passion^ and could not 
bear> understand^ or believe. Well, be it so; if I 
was unjust. Til make it up to you, for I'll never 
believe my own ears, or eyes, against you, Harry, 
while I live, depend upon it: — if I heard you asking 
her to marry you, I would believe my ears brought 
me the words wrong; if I saw you even leading her 
into the church instead of the chapel, and the priest 
himself warning me of it, I'd say and think, father 
Jos, 'tis a mistake — ^a vision — or a defect of vision. 
In short, I love and trust you as my own soul, Harry 
Ormond, for I did you injustice." 

This full return of kindness and confidence, besides 
the present delight it gave him, left a permanent and 
beneficial impression upon our young hero's mind. 
The admiration he felt for O'Shane's generous con- 
duct, and the self-approbation he enjoyed in conse- 
quence of his own honourable firmness, had a great 
effect in strengthening and forming his character: it 
also rendered him immediately more careful in his 
whole behaviour towards miss O'Shane. He was 
prudent till both aunt and niece felt indignant asto- 
nishment. There was some young lady with whom 
Harry had danced and walked, and of whom he had, 
without any design, spoken as a pleasing gentle girl. 
Dora recollected this praise, and joining it with his 
present distant behaviour toward herself, she was 
piqued and jealous ; and then she became, what pro- 
bably she would never otherwise have been, quite 
decided in her partiality for Harry Ormond. The 
proofs of this were soon so manifest, that many 
thought, and miss O'Faley in particular, that Harry 
was grown stupid, blind, and deaf. He was not 
stupid, blind, or deaf — he had felt the full power 
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of Dora's pergonal charms^ and his vanity had been 
flattered by the preference which Dora showed fe# 
him. Where vanity is the ruling passion* young 
men are easily flattered into being in love witii any 
pretty^ perhaps with any ugly^ girl, who is, or who 
aflects to be, in love with them. But Harry Ormood 
had more tenderness of heart than vanity: against 
the suggestions of his vanity he had struggled sue* 
cessfully; but now his heart had a hard trial. Dora's 
spirits were failing, her cheek growing pale, her tone 
of voice was quite softened ; sighs would sometimes 
break forth — persuasive sighs! — Dora was no longer 
the scornful lady in rude health, but the interesting 
invalid — ^the victim going to be sacrificed. Dora's 
aunt talked of the necessity of advice for her niece's 
health. Great stress was laid on air and exerdae, 
and exercise on horseback. Dora rode every day on 
the horse Harry Ormond broke for her, the only 
horse she could now ride ; and Harry understood iis 
wcofs, and managed it so much better than any body 
else; and Dora was grown a coward, so that it was 
quite necessary he should ride or walk beside lier. 
Harry Ormond's tenderness of heart increased his 
idea of the danger. Her personal charms became 
infinitely more attractive to him; her defects of 
temper and character were forgotten and lost in his 
sense of pity and gratitude; and the struggle of his 
feelings was now violent. 

One morning our young hero rose early, for he 
could no longer sleep, and he walked out, or, more 
properly, he rambled, or he strolled, or stroamed out> 
and he took his way— no, his steps were irresistibly 
led — to his accustomed haunt by the water side, 
under the hawthorn bank, and there he walked and 
picked daisi«8^ and threw atones into the hike^ and he 



ORMONO* 137 

loitered on^ still thinking of Dora and death, and of 
the circles in the water, and again of the victim and 
of the sacrifice, when suddenly he was roused from 
his reverie by a shrill whistle, that seemed to come 
ircm the wood above, and an instant afterwards he 
heard some one shouting, ^' Harry Ormond !•— Harry 
Ormond!" 

'^ Here ! " answered Harry ; and as the shouts were 
repeated he recognized the voice of O'Tara, who now 
came, whip in hand, foUowed by his dogs, running 
down the bank to him. 

*^0 Harry Ormond, I've brought great news 
with me for all at Comv Castle; but the ladies are 
not out of their nests» and king Corny's Lord knows 
how hr off. Not a soul or body to be had but 
yourself here, by good luck, and you shall have the 
first of the news, and the telling of it." 

^' Thank you," said Ormond ; " and what is the 
news?" 

" First and foremost," said O'Tara, ** you know 
birds of a feather flock together. White Connal, 
though, except for the cock-fighting, I never relished 
him, was mighty fond of me, and invited me down to 
Connal's-town, where I've been with him this week 
— you know that much, I conclude." 

Harrv owned he did not. 

O'Tara wondered how he could help knowing it. 
''But so it was; we had a great cock-fight, and 
White Connal, who knew none of my secrets in the 
feeding line, was bet out and out, and angry enough 
he was; and then I offered to change birds with 
him, and beat him with his own Ginger by my 
superiority of feeding, which he scoffed at, but tock 
up the bet." 

Ormond sighed with impatience in vain — he was 
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forced to submit^ and to go through the whole detail 
of the cock-fight. " The end of it was, that White 
Connal was worked by his own bird, and then mad 
angry was he. So, then," continued O'Tara, " to get 
the triumph again on his side, one way or another, 
was the thing. I had the advantage of him in dogs, 
too, for he kept no hounds — you know he is close, 
and hounds lead to a gentlemanlike expence ; but 
very fine horses he had, I'll acknowledge, and, Harry 
Ormond, you can't but remember that one which he 
could not manage the day he was out riding here with 
miss Dora, and you changed with him." 

" I remember it well," said Ormond. 

" Ay, and he has got reason to remember it now, 
sure enough." 

" Has he had a fall ?" said Ormond, stopping. 

^' Walk on, can't ye — keep up, and I'll tell you 
all regular." 

'' There is king Corny," exclaimed Ormond, who 
just then saw him come in view. 

'' Come on, then," cried O'Tara, leaping over a 
ditch that was between them, and running up to 
king Corny. " Great news for you, king Corny, 
I've brought — your son-in«law elect. White Connal, 
is oflr." 

"Oflr— how?" 

" Out of the world clean ! Poor fellow, broke his 
neck with that horse he could never manage-~on 
Sunday last. I left him for dead Sunday night — 
found him dead Monday morning — came ofiT straight 
with the news to you." 

^^ Dead ! " repeated Corny and Harry, looking at 
one another. 

"Heaven forbid," said Corny, '^ that I should - " 

" Heaven forbid!" repeated Harry; " but " 
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But good morning to you both^ then^" said 
CTara: ''shake hands either way^ and Fll condole 
or congratulate to-morrow as the case may be^ with 
more particulars if required." 

(yTara ran off, saying he would be back again 
soon; but he had great business to do* " I told the 
father last night." 

" I am no hypocrite," said Corny. " Rest to the 
dead and all their faults! White Connal is out of 
my poor Dora's way, and I am free from my accursed 
promise !" Then clasping his hands, " Praised be 
Heaven for that! — Heaven is too good to me ! — Oh, 
my child ! how unworthy White Connal of her ! — 
Thank Heaven on my knees, with my whole heart, 
thank Heaven, that I am not forced to the sacrifice ! 
— My child, my darling Dora, she is free ! — Harry 
Ormond, my dear boy, I'm free," cried O'Shane, 
embracing Harry with all the warmth of paternal 
affection. 

Ormond returned that embrace with equal warmth, 
and with a strong sense of gratitude : but was his 
joy equal to O'Shane's ? What were his feelings at 
this moment ? They were in such confusion, such 
contradiction, he could scarcely tell. Before he heard 
of White Connal's death, at the time when he was 
throwing pebbles into the lake, he desired nothing so 
much as to be able to save Dora from being sacrificed 
to that odious marriage ; he thought, that if he were 
not bound in honour to his benefactor, he should 
instantly make that offer of his hand and heart to 
Dora, which would at once restore her to health and 
happiness, and fulfil the wishes of her kind, gene- 
rous father. But now, when all obstacles seemed to 
ranish— when his rival was no more— when his 
benefactor declared his joy at being freed from hi9 
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promise^— when be was embraced as 0*Sbaiie'8 ion, be 
did not feel joj: he was surprised to find it; but hd 
could not. Now that he could marry Dora> now that 
her father expected that be shouId> be was not 
dear that be wished it himself. Quick as obstacles 
vanished, objections recurred : faults which he bad 
formerly seen so strongly, which of late compassion 
had veiled from bis view, re-appeared; the softness of 
manner, the improvement of temper, caused by love, 
might be transient as passion. Then her coquetry — 
her frivolity. She was not that superior kind of 
woman which his imagination had painted, or which 
his judgment could approve in a wife. How was 
be to explain this confusion of feeling to Corny? 
Leaning on his arm, be walked on towards the house. 
He saw Corny, smiling at his own meditations, was 
settling the match, and anticipating the joy to all 
be loved. Harry sighed, and was painfully silent. 

'' Shoot across like an arrow to the house," cried 
Corny, turning suddenly to him, and giving him a 
kind push — " shoot off, Harry, and bring Dora to 
meet me like lightning, and the poor aunt, too-^ 
'twould be cruel else I But what stops you, son of 
my heart ? 

'^ Stay!" cried Corny, a sudden thought striking 
him, which accounted for Harry Ormond's besita* 
tion ; " Stop, Harry ! You are right, and I am a 
fool. There is Black Connal, the twin brother — oh, 
mercy l^^against us still. May be Old Connal will 
keep me to it still — as be couldn't, no more than I 
could, foresee that when I proniisc^d Dora that was 
not then born, it would be twins — and as I said son, 
and surely I meant the son that would be bom then 
—and twins is all as one as one, they say. Promitt 
fettering still ! Bad off as ever, may be" said Cor* 
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nelius. His whole countenance and voice changed; 
he sat down on a fallen tree^ and rested his hands on 
his Icnees. " What shall we do now, Harry, with 
Black Connal ? " 

'^ He may be a very different roan from White 
Connal — 'in erery respect," said Ormond. 

0*Shane looked up for a moment, and then in« 
terpreting his own way, exclaimed^ <^ That's right-^ 
Harry — that thought is like yourself, and the very 
thought I had myself. We must make no dedara- 
tk>n8 till we have cleared the point of honour. Not 
the most beautiful angel that ever took woman^s 
beautiful form — and that's the greatest temptation 
man can meet — could tempt my Harry Ormond from 
the straight path of honour ! " 

Harry Ormond stood at this moment abasJted by 
praise which he did not quite deserve. " Indeed, 
sir," said he, "you give me too much credit." 

'' I cannot give you too much credit ; you are an 
honourable young man, and I understand you through 
and through." 

That was more than Harry himself did. Corny 
went on talking to himself aloud, " Black Connal is 
abroad these great many years, ever since he was a 
boy-^never saw him since a child that high — an of* 
iicer he is in the Irish brigade now — black eyes and 
hair; that was why they called him Black Connal*— 
captain Connal now ; and I heard the iather say he 
was come to England, and there was some report of 
his going to be married, if I don't mistake," cried 
Corny, turning again to Harry, pleasure rekindling 
in his eye. " If that should be ! there's hope for us 
still ; but I see you are right not to yield to the hope 
till we are clear. My first step, in honour, nodoubt* 
must be across the lake this minute to the father— r 
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Connal of Glynn ; bnt the boat is on the other side. 
The bom is^ with my fishing-tackle, Harry^ down 
yonder — run, for yon can run — horn the boat, or if 
the horn be not there, sign to the boat with your 
handkerchief — ^bring it up here, and I will put across 
before ten minutes shall be orer — my horse I will 
have down to the water edge by the time you hare 
got the boat up — when an honourable tough job is to 
be done, the sooner the better." 

The horse was brought to the water's edge, the 
boat came across. Corny and his horse were in ; and 
Corny, with his own hands on the oar, pushed away 
from land: then calling to Harry, he bid him wait 
on the shore hy such an hour, and he should have 
the first news. 

" Rest on your oars, you, while I speak to prince 
Harry. 

*' That you may know all, Harry, sooner than I 
can tell you, if all be safe, or as we wish it, see, I'll 
hoist my neckloth, tvJuie, to the top of this oar ; if 
not, the hUick flag, or none at all, shall tell you. Say 
nothing till then — God bless you, boy!" 

Harry was glad that he had these orders, for he 
knew that as soon as mademoiselle should be up, and 
hear of O'Tara's early visit, with the message he said 
be had left at the house that he brought great nems, 
mademoiselle would soon sally forth to learn what 
that news might be. In this conjecture Ormond 
was not mistaken. He soon heard her voice *' Man^ 
Dieu I'ing" at the top of the bank : he ducked — ^he 
dived — ^he darted through nettles aud brambles, and 
escaped. Seen or unseen he escaped, nor stopped 
his flight even when out of reach of the danger. As 
to trusting himself to meet Dora's eyes, '* 'twas 
what he dared not." 
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, He hid, and wandered up and down, tiJl near 
dinner time. At last, O'Shane's boat was seen re« 
turning — but no white flag ! The boat rowed nearer 
and nearer, and reached the spot where Harry stood 
motionless. 

" Ay, my poor boy, I knew I'd find you so," said 
O'Shane, as he got ashore. '' There's my hand, you 
have my heart — ^I wish I had another hand to give 
you — but it*s all over with us, I fear. Oh I my poor 
Dora ! — and here she is coming down the bank, and 
the aunt ! — O Dora ! you have reason to hate me." 

'^ To hate you, sir ? Impossible ! " said Ormond, 
squeezing his hand strongly, as he felt. 

*' Impossible ! — true — for her to hate, who is all 
love and loveliness ! — impossible too iov you, Harry 
Ormond, who is all goodness ! " 

'' Bon Dieu," cried mademoiselle, who was now 
within exclamation distance. '' What a course we 
have had after you, gentlemen ! Ladies looking for 
gentlemen ! — C'est inoui ! — What is it all ? for I am 
dying with curiosity." 

Without answering mademoisellej the father, and 
Harry's eyes, at the same moment, were fixed on one 
who was some steps behind, and who looked as if 
dying with a softer passion. Harry made a step for- 
ward to ofiTer his arm, but stopped short ; the father 
offered his, in silence. 

^^ Can nobody speak to me ? — Bien poli ! " said 
mademoiselle. 

'^If you please, miss O'Faley, ma'am," cried a 
hatless footman, who had run after the ladies the 
wnmg way from the house : '^ if you please, ma*am, 
will she send up dinner now?" 

''Qui, qu'on serve ! — Yes, she will. Let herdiah 
«•— by that time she is dished^ we shall be in — and 



^m 



"1 



144 oBXONn. 

have satisfied our curiosity, I hope," added 8he> 
taming to her brotber^in-lair. 

" Let us dine first/' said Cornelius, '* and when 
the cloth is removed, and the waiting-ears out of 
hearing, time enough to hare our talk to ourselves." 

'^Bien stngulier, ces Anglois!" muttered made- 
moiselle to herself, as they proceeded to the house. 
" Here is a young man, and the most polite of the 
silent company, who may well be in some haste for 
his dinner ; for to my knowledge, he is without his 
breakfast." 

Harry had no appetite for dinner, but swallowed 
as much as mademoiselle O'Faley desired. A re-* 
markably sil^t meal it would have been, but for her 
happy volubility, equal to all occasions. At last 
came the long expected words, " Take away." When 
all was taken away, and all were gone, but those who, 
s^ O'Shane said, would too soon wish unheard what 
they were dying to hear, he drew his daughter's 
chair ck)se to him, placed her so as '^ to save her 
blushes," and began his story, by relating all that 
O'Tara had told. 

'^ It was a sudden death — shocking!" mademoiselle 
repeated several times ,- but both she and Dora re- 
covered from the shock, or from the word '* shock- 
ing ! " and felt ^tbe delight of Dora's being no longer 
a sacrifice. . ^% 

After a general thanksgiving having been ofiTered 
for her escape from the tutor, mademoiselle, in trans* 
ports, was going on to say that now her niece was 
free to make a suitable match, and she was just 
turning to wonder that Harry Ormond was not that 
moment at her niece's feet ; and Dora's eyes, raised 
slowly towards him and suddenly retracted, abashed 
and perplexed Harry indescribably; when C^my 
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eontinued thus : '^ Dora is not free> nor am I free in 
honour yet, nor can I give any body freedom of 
tongue or heart until I know farther." 

Various exclamations of surprise and sorrow inter- 
rupted him. 

''Am I never, never, to be free!" cried Dora: 
*' Oh I am not I now at libertv?" 

" Hear me, my child," said her father ; <' I feel it 
as vou do." 

" And what is it next — Qu'est ce que c'est — this 
new obstacle P — What can it be ? " said mademoiselle. 

The father then stated sorrowfully, that old Connai 
of Olynn would by no means relinquish the promise, 
but considered it equally binding for the twin born 
with White Connai, considering both twins as coming 
under the promise to his son that was to be born. He 
said he would write immediately to his son, who was 
now in England. 

<' And now tell me what kind of a person is this 
new pretender, this Mr. Black Connai," cried made- 
moiselle. 

" Of him we know nothing as yet," said O'Shane; 
" but I hope, in Heaven, that the man that is coming 
is as different from the man that's gone as black 
from white." 

Harry heard Dora breathe quick and quicker, but 
she said nothing. 

"Then we shall get his answer to the father's 
letter in eight days, I count," said mademoiselle; 
** and I have great hopes we shall never be troubled 
with him: we shall know if he will come or not, in 
eight days." 

** About that time," said O'Shane: *'but, sister 
O'Faley, do not nurse my child or yourself up with 
deceitful hopes. There's not a man alive — not a 
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Connal, surely^ hearing what happiness he is heir io, 
but would come flying over post-haste. So you may 
expect his answer, in eight days — ^Dora, my darling, 
and God grant he may be—" 

" No matter what he is, sir — I'll die before I will 
see him," cried Dora, rising, and bursting into tears^ 

"O my child, you won't die! — you can't — from 
me, your father !" Her father threw his arms round 
her, and would have drawn her to him, but she 
turned her face from him : Harry was on the other 
side-rher eyes met his, and her face became corwecl 
with blushes. 

'^ Open the window, Harry I " said O'Shane, who 
saw the conflict; " open the window ! — we all want 
it." 

Harry opened the window, and bung out of it 
gasping for breath. 

" She's gone — the aunt has taken her off — it's over 
for this fit," said O'Shane. " O my child, I must 
go through with it. My boy, I honour as I love 
you — I have a great deal to say about your own 
affairs, Harry," 

'^ My affairs — oh ! what affairs have I ? Never 
think of me, dear sir " 

^' I will — but can't now — I am spent for this day 
—leave out the bottle of claret for father Jo8> and 
I'll get to bed — I'll see nobody, tell father Jos— I'm 
gone to my room." 

The next morning O'Tara came to breakfast. 
Every person had a difllerent question to ask him, 
except Dora, who was silent. Corny asked what 
kind of man Black Connal was. Mademoiselle 
inquired whether he was most French or Elngli^ ; 
Ormond, whether he was going to be married. 

To all these questions O'Tara pleaded ignorance: 



ORMOND* 147 

eifcept with respect to the sports of the field, he had 
very little curiosity or intelligence. 

A ray of hope again darted across the mind of 
Corny. From his knowledge of the world, he thought 
it very probable that a young officer in the French 
Ivigade would be Well contented to be heir to his 
brother's fortune, without encumbering hilnself with 
an Irish wife, taken from an obscure part of the 
country. Corny, therefore, eagerly inquired from 
O'Tara what became of White Connal's property. 
O'Tara answered, that the common cry of the country 
was, that all White Connal's profitable farms were 
leasehold property, and upon his own life. Poor 
Corny's hopes were thus frustrated: he had nothing 
left to do for some days but to pity Harry Ormonde 
to bear with the curiosity and impatience of made- 
moiselle, and with the froward sullenness of Dora, 
till some intelligence should arrive respecting the 
new claimant to her destined hand. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

A FEW days afterwards, Sheelah, bursting into 
Dora's room, exclaimed, '^Miss Dora! miss Dora! 
for the love of God, they are coming! They're 
coming down the avenue, powdering along! Black 
Connal himself flaming away, with one in a gold hat^ 
this big, galloping after, and all gold over he is 
entirely! — Oh! what will become of us, master 
Harry, now! Oh! it took the sight out of my 
eyes! — And yours as red as ferrets, dear! — Oh! the 
craiur. But come to the window and look out — 
nobody will mind — stretch out the body, and I'll 
held ye fast^ never fear ! — at the turn of the big wood 
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do you see them behind the trees^ the fir dales^ glit* 
tering and flaming? Do you see them at all?" 

" Too plainly/' said Dora^ sighing ; *' but I did 
not expect he vFOuld come in such a grand style. I 
wonder '* 

^^ Oh ! so do I, greatly — mostly at the carriage. 
Never saw the like with the Connals^ so grand — ^but 
the queer thing " 

" Ah ! my dear Dore, un cabriolet ! " cried made- 
moiselle, entering in ecstacy. " Here is monsieur de 
Connal for you in a French cabriolet, and a French 
servant riding on to advertise you and all. Oh ! what 
are you twisting your neck^ child ? I will have no 
toss at him, now — he is all the gentleman, you shall 
see : so let me set you all to rights while yoiir father 
is receive. I would not have him see you such a 
horrible figure — not presentable ! you look " 

" I do not care how I look — the worse the better," 
said Dora : '' I wish to look a horrible figure to him 
— to Black Connal." 

^' Oh ! put your Black Connals out of your head — 
that is always in your mouth : I tell you he is call 
M. de Connal. Now did I not hear him this minute 
announced by his own valet ? — Monsieur de Connal 
present his com pli mens — he beg permission to pre- 
sent himself — and there was I, luckily, to answer for 
your father in French." 

*' French ! sure Black Connal's Irish born ! " said 
Sheelah : " that much I know, any way." 

A servant knocked at the door with king Comy's 
request that the ladies would come down stairs, to 
see, as the footman added to his master's message, to 
see old Mr. Connal and the French gentleman. 

There ! French, I told you," said mademoiselle, 

and quite the gentleman, depend upon it, my dear 
—come your ways." 
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" No matter what he is/' said Dora> '^ I shall not 
go down to see him ; so you had better go by your* 
self, aunt." 

'' Not one step ! Oh ! that would be the height 
of impoHtesse and disobedience — you could not do 
that, my dear Dore ; consider^ he is not a man that 
nobody knows, like your old butor of a White Connal. 
Not signify how bad you treat him — like the dog ; 
but here is a man of a certain quality, who knows the 
best people in Paris, who can talk, and tell erery 
where. Oh I in conscience, my dear Dore, I shall 
not suffer these airs with a man who is somel)odv> 
and " 

" If he was the king of France," cried Dora, " if 
he was Alexander the Great himself, I would not be 
forced to see the man, or marry him against my will I '* 

" Marry ! Who talk of marry ? Not come to that 
yet ; ten to one he has no thought of you, more than 
politeness require." 

'' Oh ! as to that," said Dora, " aunt, you certainly 
are mistaken there. What do you think he comes 
over to Ireland, what do you think he comes here 
for? " 

^^ Hark ! then," said Sheelah, ^^ don't I hear them 
out of the window ? Faith ! there they are, walking 
and talking and laughing, as if there was nothing at 
all in it." 

" Just Heavens I What a handsome uniform !" said 
miss O'Faley ; *^ and a very proper-looking man," 
said she. " hah ! well, who'd have thought Black 
Connal, if it's him, would ever have turned out so 
fine a presence of a man to look at? " 

*' Very cavalier, indeed, to go out to walk, with- 
out waiting to see us," said Dora. 

^' Oh 1 I will engage it was that dear father of 
yours hoisted him out" 
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'' Hoisted him out ! Well, aunt> you do sometimes 
speak the oddest English. But I do think it strange 
that he should be so very much at his ease. Look 9A 
him — hear him — I wonder what he is saying — and 
Harry Ormond ! — Give me my bonnet^ Sheelah— » 
behind you^ quick. Aunt, let us go out of the garden 
door, and meet them out walking, by accident — that 
is the best way — I long to see how somebody will 
look." 

*' Very good — now you look all life and spirit- 
perfectly charming! Look that manner, and I'll 
engage he will fall in lore with you." 

'' He had better not, I can tell him, unless he has 
a particular pleasure in being refused," said Dora, 
with a toss of her head and neck, and at the same 
time a glance at her looking-glass, as she^^passed 
quickly out of the room. 

Dora and her aunt walked out, and accidentally 
met the gentlemen in their walk. As M. de Connal 
approached, he gave them full leisure to form their 
opinions as to his personal appearance. He bad the 
air of a finreign officer — :easy, fiishionable^ and upon 
uncommonly good terms with himself — conscious, but 
with no vulgar consciousness, of possessing a fine 
figure and a good face : his was the air of a French 
coxcomb, who in unconstrained delight was rather 
proud to display than anxious to conceal his perfect 
self-satisfaction. Interrupting his conversation only 
when he came within a few paces of the ladies, he 
advanced with an air of happy confidence and Parisian 
gallantry, begging that Mr. O' Shane would do him 
the honour and pleasure to present him. After a 
bow, that said nothing, to Dora, he addressed his 
conversation entirely to her aunt, walking beside 
mademoiselle, and neither approaching nor attempt- 
ing to speak to Dora ; he did not advert to her ii| 
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the least, and seemed scarcely to know she was pre- 
sent. This quite disconcerted the young lady's whole 
plan of proceedings— no opportunity was afforded her 
of showing disdain. She withdrew her arm from her 
aunt's, though mademoiselle held it as fast as she 
eould — ^hut Dora withdrew it resolutely, and falling 
back a step or two took Harry Ormund's arm, and 
walked with him, talking with as much unconcern, 
and as loudly as she could, to mark her indifference. 
But whether she talked or was silent, walked on 
with Harry Ormond or stayed behind, whispered, 
or laughed aloud, it seemed to make no impression, 
no alteration whatever in monsieur de Connal : he 
went on conversing with mademoiselle, and with her 
father, alternately in French and English. In 
English he spoke with a native Irish accent, which 
seemed to have been preserved from childhood ; but 
though the brogue was strong, yet there were no 
vulgar expressions: he spoke good English, but 
generally with somewhat of French idiom. Whether 
this was from habit or affectation it was not easy to 
decide. It seemed as if the person who was speaking 
thought in French, and translated it into English as 
he went on. The peculiarity of manner and accent — 
for there was French mixed with the Irish — fixed 
attention ; and besides, Dora was really curious to 
hear what he was saying, for he was very entertain- 
ing. Mademoiselle was in raptures while he talked 
of Paris and Versailles, and various people of conse- 
quence and fashion at the court. The dauphiness ! 
— *8he was then but just married — M.de Connal had 
seen all the fStes and the fireworks — ^but the beautiful 
dauphiness 1 — In answering a question of made- 
moiselle's about the colour of her hair, he for the 
jfiffst time showed that he had taken notice of Dora. ^ 
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'^ Nearly the colour^ I thinks of that young lady's 
hair^ as well as one can judge ; but powder prevents 
the possibility of judging accurately." 

Dora was vexed to see that she was considered 
merely as a young lady: she exerted herself to take a 
part in the conversation, but Mr. Connal never joined 
in conversation with her — with the most scrupulous 
deference he stopped short in the middle of his sen- 
tence^ if she began to speak. He stood aside, shrink- 
ing into himself with the utmost care^ if she was to 
pass j he held the boughs of the shrubs out of her 
M'ay, but continued his conversation with made- 
moiselle all the time. When they came in from 
their walk, the same sort of thing went on. '^ It 
really is very extraordinary," thought she : " he 
seems as if he was spell-bound — obliged by his 
notions of politeness to let me pass incognita." 

Mademoiselle was so fully engaged chattering 
away, that she did not perceive Dora's mortification. 
The less notice Connal took of her, the more Dora 
wished to attract his attention : not that she desired 
to please him — no^ she only longed to have the plea<* 
sure of refusing him. For this purpose the offer 
must be made — and it was not at all clear that any 
offer would be made. 

When the ladies went to dress before dinner, made^ 
moiselle, while she was presiding at Dora's toilette, 
expressed how much she was delighted with M. de 
Connal, and asked what her niece thought of him ? 
Dora replied that indeed she did not trouble herself 
to think of him at all — that she thought him a mon- 
strous coxcomb— and that she wondered what could 
bring so prodigiously fine a gentleman to the Blade 
Islands. 

'' Ask your own sense what brought him here ! or 
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ask your own looking-glass what shall keep him 
here I " said miss O'Faley. '' I can tell you he thinks 
you very handsome already ; and when he sees you 
dress!" 

*' Keally ! he does me honour ; he did not seem as 
if he had even seen me> more than any of the trees in 
the wood^ or the chairs in the room." 

" Chairs ! — Oh, now you fish for complimens I But 
I shall not tell you how like he thinks you, if you were 
mise a la Fran^oise, to la belle comtesse de Bamac." 

*' But is not it very extraordinary, he absolutely 
never spoke to me/' said Dora: ''a very strange 
manner of paying his court ! " 

Mademoiselle assured Dora " that this was owing 
to M. de Connal's French habits. The young ladies 
in Paris passing for nothing, scarcely ever appearing 
in society till they are married, the gentlemen have 
no intercourse with them, and it would be considered 
as a breach of respect due to a young lady or her 
mother to address much conversation to her. And 
you know, my dear Dore, their marriages are all make 
up by the father, the mother, the friends — the young 
people themselves never speak, never know nothing 
at all about each one another, till the contract is 
sign : in fact, the young lady is the little round what 
you call cipher, but has no value in societe at all, till 
the figure of de husband come to give it the value." 

" I have no notion of being a cipher," said Dora : 
'^ I am not a French young lady, monsieur de 
Ck)nnal." 

*^ Ah, but my dear Dore, consider what is de 
French wife ! Ah, then come her great glory ; then 
she reign over all hearts, and is in full liberte to 
dress, to go, to come, to do what she like, with her 
»wn carriage^ her own box at de opera, and You 
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listen vreW, and I sball draw all that out fn* you^ fronf 
M. de CSonnal." 

Dora languidly, sullenly begged her aunt would 
not give herself the trouble — she had no curiosity. 
But nevertheless she asked several questions about 
la comtesse de Barnac ; and all the time saying she 
did not in the least care what he thought or said of 
her^ she drew from her aunt every syllable that 
M. de Connal had uttered, and was secretly mortified 
and surprised to find he had said so little. She 
could not dress herself to her mind to-day, and pro- 
testing she did not care how she looked, she resigned 
herself into her aunt's hands. Whatever he might 
think, she should take care to show him at dinner 
that young ladies in this country were not ciphers. 

At dinner, however, as before, all Dora's preoon* 
certed airs of disdain, and determination to show that 
she was somebody, gave way, she did not know how, 
before M. de Connal's easy assurance and polite 
indiiFerence. His knowledge of the worlds and his 
talents for conversation, with the variety of subject^ 
he had flowing in from all parts of the world, gave 
him advantages with which there was no possibility 
of contending. 

He talked, and carved — all life, and gaiety^ and 
fashion : he spoke of battles, of princes, plays, <^nis» 
wine, women, cardinals, religicm, politics, poetry, and 
turkeys stuffed with truffles — and Paris for ever i — 
Dash on ! at every thing ! — hit or miss — sure of the 
applause of mademoiselle — and, as he thought, secure 
of the admiration of the whole company of natives^ 
from ie beau^pire, at the foot of the table, to the boy 
who waited, or who did not wait, opposite to hiraj 
but who stood entranced with wonder at all that 
M. de Connal said, and all that he did--f ven to tlM 
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fittliion in which he stowed trusses of salad into his 
month with a fork^ and talked — through it all. 

And Dora^ what did she think ?— she thought she 
was very much mortified that there was room for her 
to say so little. The question now was not what she 
thought of M. de Connal^ but what he thought of 
her. After beginning with various little mock 
defences^ avertings of the head, and twists of the 
neck^ of the Moulders and hips, compound motions 
resolvable into mauvaise konte and pride, as dinner 
proceeded, and monsieur de Connal's success was 
undoubted, she silently gave up her resolution " not 
to admire." 

Before the first course was over, Connal perceived 
that he had her eye : " Before the second is over," 
thought he, " I shall have her ear ; and by the time 
we come to the dessert, I shall be in a fair way for the 
heart." 

Though he seemed to have talked without any 
design, except to amuse himself and the company in 
general, yet in all he had biid there had been apro- 
^pective view to his object. He chose his means 
well, and in mademoiselle he found at once a happy 
dui)e and a confederate. Without previous concert^ 
they raised visions of Parisian glory which were to 
prepare the young lady's imagination for a French 
lover or a French husband. M. de Connal was well 
aware that no matter who touched her heart, if he 
could pique her vanity. 

After dinner, when the ladies retired, old Mr« 
Connal began to enter upon the question of the 
intended union between the families — Ormond left 
the room, and Corny suppressed a deep sigh. M. de 
Connal took an early opportunity of declaring that 
there was no truth in the report of his going to be. 
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married in England : he confessed that such a thing 
had been in question — he must speak with delicacy 
— ^but the family and connexions did not suit him ; 
he had a strong prejudice, he owned^ in favour of 
ancient family — Irish family; he had always wished 
to marry an Irish woman — for that reason he had 
avoided opportunities that might have occurred of 
connecting himself^ perhaps advantageously^ in 
France ; he was really ambitious of the honour of 
an alliance with the O'Shanes. Nothing could be 
more fortunate for him than the friendship which 
had subsisted between his father and Mr. O'Shane 
— And the promise ? — Relinquish it ! — Oh, that, he 
assured Mr. O'Shane, was quite impossible, provided 
the young lady herself should not make a decided 
objection — he should abide by her decision — he could 
not possibly think of pressing his suit, if there should 
appear any repugnance : in that case, he should be 
infinitely mortified — he should be absolutely in 
despair ; but he should ^now how to submit — cost 
him what it would : he should think, as a man of 
honour, it was his part to sacrifice his wishes to what 
the young lady might conceive to be for her hap* 
piness. 

He added a profusion of compliments on the young 
lady's charms, with a declaration of the effect they 
had already produced on his heart. 

This was all said with a sort of nonchalance, which 
Corny did not at all like. But mademoiselle, who 
was summoned to Comy's private council, gave it as 
her opinion, that M. de Connal was already quite in 
love — quite as much as a French husband ever was. 
She was glad that her brother-in-law was bound by 
his promise to a gentleman who would really be a 
proper husband for her niece. Mademoiselle^ in 
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shorty saw every thing couleur de rase; and she 
urged^ that^ since M. de Connal had come to Ireland 
for the express purpose of forwarding his present suit^ 
he ought to be invited to stay at Corny Castle^ that 
he might endeavour to make himself acceptable to 
Dora. 

To this Corny acceded. He left mademoiselle to 
make the invitation; for^ he said^ she understood 
French politeness^ and all that, better than he did. 
The invitation was made and accepted^ with all due 
expressions of infinite delight. 

*' Well, my dear Harry Ormond," said Corny, the 
first moment he had an opportunity of speaking to 
Harry in private^ " what do you think of this 
man?" 

'^ What miss O'Shane thinks of him is the ques-« 
tion," said Harry, with some embarrassment. 

'^ That's true — it was too hard to ask you. But I'D 
tell you what I think: between ourselves. Black 
Connal is better than White, inasmuch as a puppy is 
better than a brute. We shall see what Dora will 
say or think soon — the aunt is over head and ears 
already : women are mighty apt to be taken one way 
or other with a bit of a coxcomb. Vanity — vanity I 
but still I know — I suspect, Dora has a heart : from 
me^ I hope, she has a right to a heart. But I will 
say no more till I see which way the heart turns and 
settles, after all the little tremblings and variations : 
when it points steady, I shall know how to steer my 
course. I have a scheme in my head, but I won't 
mention it to you, Harry, because it might end in 
disappointment : so go off to bed and to sleep., if you 
can; you have had a hard day to go through, my poor 
honourable Harry." 

And poor honourable Harry had many hard days 
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to go through* He had now to see how Dora's mind 
was gradually worked upon> not by a new passionj 
for Mr. Connal' never inspired nor endeavoured to 
inspire passion, but by her own and her aunt's vanity^ 
Mademoiselle with constant importunity assailed her: 
and though Dora saw that her aunt's only wish was 
to settle in Paris, and to live in a fine hotel; and 
though Dora was persuaded that for this her aunt 
would without scruple sacrifice her happiness and 
that of Harry Ormond ; yet she was so dazzled by 
the splendid representation of a Parisian life as 
not to see very distinctly what object she had her* 
self in view. Connal's flattery, too, though it had 
scarcely any pretence to the tone of truth or passion, 
yet contrasting with his previous indifFerenoe, grap 
tified her. She was sensible that he was not attached 
to her as Harry Ormond was, but she flattered herself 
that she should quite turn his head in time. She 
tried all her power of charming for this purpose, al 
first chiefly with the intention of exciting Harry's 
jealousy, and forcing him to break his honourable 
resolution. Harry continued her first object for some 
little time, but soon the idea of piquing him was 
merely an excuse for coquetry. She imagined that 
she could recede or advance with her new admirer, 
just as she thought proper ; but she was mistaken : 
she had now to deal with a man practised in the 
game : he might let her appear to win, but not for 
nothing would he let her win a single move; yet he 
seemed to play so carelessly, as not in the least to 
alarm, or put her on her guard. The by-standers 
began to guess how the game would terminate : it 
was a game in which the whole happiness of Dora's 
life was at stake, to say nothing of his own, and 
Ormond could not look on without anxiety — and. 
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liotvitfastanding his outwardly calm i^pearance, 
without strong conflicting emotions. 

" If/' said he to himself, ^' I were convinced that 
this man would make her happy, I think I could he 
happy myself." But the more he saw of Connal, the 
less he thought him likely to make Dora hi^py; 
unless, indeed, her vanity could quite extinguish her 
sensibility: then, monsieur de Gonnal would be just 
the husband to suit her. 

Gonnal was exactly what he appeared to be — a gay 
young officer, who had made his own way up in the 
world — a petit-maitre, who had really lived in good 
company at Paris, and had made himself agreeable to 
women of rank and fortune. He might, perhaps, as 
he said, with his figure, and fashion, and connexions, 
have made his fortune in Paris by marriage, had he 
had time to look about him — but a sudden run of ill 
fortune at play had obliged him to quit Paris for a 
ieason. It was necessary to make his fortune by 
marriage in England or Ireland, and as expeditiously 
as possible. In this situation, Dora, with her own 
and her aunt's property, was, as he considered it, an 
offer not to be rashly slighted; nor yet was he very 
eager about the matter — if he failed here, he should 
succeed elsewhere. This real indifference gave him 
advantages with Dora which a man of feeling would 
perhaps never have obtained, or never have kept* 
Her father, though he believed in the mutable nature 
of woman, yet could scarcely think that his daughter 
Dora was of this nature. He could scarcely conceive 
that her passion for Harry Ormond — that passion 
which had but a short time before certainly affected 
her spirits, and put him in fear for her healths-could 
have been conquered by a coxcomb, who cared very 
little whether he conquered or not. 
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How was this possible? Good Corny invented 
many solutions of the problem : he fancied one hour 
that his daughter was sacrificing herself from duty to 
him, or complaisance to her aunt ; the next hour, 
he settled, and with more probability, that she was 
piqued by Harry Ormond's not showing more passion. 
King Corny was resolved to know distinctly how 
the matter really was: he therefore summoned his 
daughter and aunt into his presence, and the person 
he sent to summon them was Harry Ormond. 

" Come back with them yourself, Harry — I shall 
want you also." 

Harry returned with both the ladies. By the 
countenance of Cornelius O'Shane, they all three 
augured that he had something of importance to say, 
and they stood in anxious expectation. He went to 
the point immediately. 

^^ Dora, I know it is the custom on some occasions 
for ladies never to tell the truth — therefore I shall 
not ask any question that I think will put your truth 
to the test. I shall tell you my mind, and leave you 
to judge for yourself. Take as long or as short a 
time to know your own mind as you please — only 
know it clearly, and send me your answer by your 
aunt. All I beg is, that when the answer shall be 
delivered to me, this young man may be by. Don't 
interrupt me, Dora — £ have a high opinion of him," 
said he, keeping his eye upon Dora's face. ^' I have 
a great esteem, affection, love for him:" he pro- 
nounced the words deliberately, that he might see 
the effect on Dora; but her countenance was as 
undecided as her mind — no judgment could be formed 
from its changes. 

*' I wish Harry Ormond," continued he, " to know 
all my conduct: he knows that, long ago, I made a 
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fp^iah promise to gire nay daughter to a man I knew 
nothing about." 

Mademoiselle was going to interrupt, but Cornelius 
0'Sbane silenced her. 

*' Mademoiselle — sister O'Faley, I will do the best 
I can tp repair that folly — and to leave you at liberty, 
Dora, to follow the choice of your heart." 

He paused, and again studied her countenance, 
which was agitated. 

" Her choice is vour choice — her father's choice is 
always the choice of the good daughter," said made- 
moiselle. 

'^ I beliere she is a good daughter, and that is the 
particular reason I am determined to be as good a 
father as I can to her." 

Dora wept in silence — and mademoiselle, a good 
deal alarmed, wanted to remove Harry Ormond out 
of the young lady's sight: she requested him to go 
to her apartment for a smelling-bottle for her niece. 

" No, no," said king Corny, " go yourself, sister 
Q'Faley, if you like it, but I'll not let Harry Ormond 
stir — he is my witness present. Dora is not fainting 
/I— if you would only let her alone, she would do welL 
Dora, listen to me: if you don't really prefer this 
Black Connal for a husband to all other men, as 
vou'are to swear at the altar you do, if you marry 
him " 

Dora was strongly affected by the solemn manner 
of her father's appeal to her. 

"If," continued her father, ''you are not quite 
dear, my dear child, that you prefer him to other men, 
do not marry him. I have a notion I can bring you 
off without breaking my word : listen. I would will- 
ingly give half my fortune to secure your happiness 
my darling. If I do not mistake him, Mr. Connal 

M 18 



162 OBIIOND. 

would^ far a less sum, give me back my promise, and 
give you up altogether, my dear Dora/' 

Doria's tears stopped, mademoiselle's exclamations 
poured forth, and they both declared they were oer« 
tain that Mr. Connai would not, for any thing upon 
earth that could be offered to him, gire up the 
match. 

Corny said he was willing to make the trial, if they 
pleased. Mademoiselle seemed to hesitate; but Dcnra 
togerly accepted the proposal, thanked her father for 
his kindness, and declared that she should be happy 
to have, and to abide by, this test of Mr. Connal's 
love. If he were so base as to prefer half her fortune 
to herself, she should, she said, think herself happy 
in having escaped from such a traitor. 

Dora's pride was wakened, and she now spoke in a 
high tone: she always, even in the midst of her 
weaknesses, had an ambition to show spirit. 

''I will put the test to him myself, within this 
hour," said Corny; ''and before you go to bed this 
night, when the dock strikes twelve, all three of you 
be on this spot, and I will give you his answer. But 
stay, Harry Ormond, we have not had your opinion—- 
would you advise me to make this trial?" 

" Certainly, sir." 

'< But if I should lose half of Dora's fortune?" 

" You would think it well bestowed, I am sure^ 
sir, in securing her from an unhappy marriage." 

'' But then she might not, perhaps, so easily find 
another lover with half a fortune — ^that might make 
a difference, hey, Harry?" 

'' Impossible, I should think, sir, that it could make 
the least difference in the affection of any one who 
really — who was really worthy of miss O'Shane." 

The agitation into which Harry Ormond was 



OBMONIk 163 

thrown flattered and touched Dora for the moment; 
her aunt hurried her out of the room. 

Cornelius O'Shane rang^ and inquired where Mr. 
Gonnal was? In his own apartment, writing letters, 
his servant believed. O'Shane sent to beg to see 
him as soon as he was at leisure. 
' At twelve o'clock Dora, mademoiselle, and Ormond, 
were all in the studv, punctually as the clock was 
striking. 

*' Well, what is M. de CSonnal's answer.^" cried 
mademoiselle. " If he hesitate, my dear Dore, give 
him up dat minute." 

^' Undoubtedly^" said Dora: ** I have too much 
spirit to do otherwise. What's his answer, father?" 

'^ His answer, my dear child, has proved that you 
knew him better than I did — he scorns the offer of 
half your fortune — for your whole fortune he would 
not give you up." 

I thought so," cried Dora, triumphantly. 
I thought so," echoed mademoiselle. 

** I did him injustice," cried Ormond. " I am 
glad that M. de Connal has proved himself worthy 
of you, Dora, since you really approve him — you 
have not a friend in the world, next to your father, 
who wishes your happiness more sincerely than I 
do." 

He hurried out of the room. 

^' There's a heart for you J" said Corny. 

"Not for me/' said mademoiselle: "he has no 
passion in him." 

" I give you joy, Dora," said her father. " I own 
I misjudged the man — on account of his being a bit 
of a coxcomb. But if you can put up with that, so 
will I— when I have done a man injustice, I will 
make it up to him every way I can. Now let him, 
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he has my consent, foe as great a coxcomb as ever 
wore red heels. Til put up with it all^ since he 
really loves my child. I did not think he would have 
stood the test." 

Nor would ha, had not he been properly prepared 
by mademoiselle — she had, before M. de Connal went 
to Corny, sent him a little billet, which told him the 
test that would be proposed, and thus prevented. a)} 
possibility of her dear niece's being disappointed in 
her lover or her husband. 
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Vain of showing that he was not in the slightest 
degree jealous, Connal talked to Ormond in the 
freest manner imaginable, touching with indiffereneo 
even on the very subject which Ormond, from feel- 
ings of delicacy and honour, had anxiously avoided* 
Connal seemed to be perfectly aware how matters 
had stood before his arrival between Dora and oor 
yoBog hero. " It was ail very well," he said, '* quite 
natiiral — in the common course of things — impossibfo 
it should have been otherwise. A young woman, 
who saw no one else, must inevitably fall in love with 
the first agreeable young man who made love to her, 
or who did not make love to her-^it was quite equal 
to him which. He had heard wonders from his 
father-in-law elect on that last topic, and he was 
willing to oblige him, or any other gentleman or 
lady, by believing miracles." 

Ormond, extremely embarrassed by the want of 
delicacy and feeling with which this polished oox^ 
comb spoke, had, however, sufficient - presence of 



mind to avoids either by word or look^ making ant 
particular application of what was said. 

*' You have really prodigious presence of mind 
and discreiian, Q.nd tact, for a young man who has^ I 
presume^ had so little practice in these affairs/' said 
Connal ; " but don*t constrain yourself longer. I 
speak frankly to take off all embarrassment on your 
part — you see there exists none on mine — never, for 
a moment: no, how can it possibly signify," con- 
tinued hci "to any man of Common sense, who, or 
what a woman liked before she saw him ? You don't 
think a man who has seen any thing of the world 
would trouble himself to inquire whether he was, of 
was not, the first love of the woman he is going to 
marry. To marry — observe the emphasis---distin- 
guisb — distinguish^ and seriously let us calculate." 
' Ormond gave no interruption to his calculations, 
and the petit-maitre, in a tone of philosophic fatuity, 
asked, " Of the numbers of your English or Irish 
wives — all excellent— how many, I pray you, do you 
calculate are now married to the man they first Jhll 
in love with, as they call it ? My good sir, not five 
per cent., depend on it. The thing is morally im- 
possible, unless girls are married out of a convent, as 
with us in France, and very difficult even then ; and 
after all, what are the French husbands the better 
for it? I understand English husbands think them- 
selves best off. I don't pretend to judge ; but they 
fieem to prefer what they call domestic happiness to 
the French esprit de soci^ti» Still, this may be 
prejudice of educatitm — of country : each nation has 
its taste. Every thing is for the best in this world 
for people who know how to make the best of it. You 
would not think, to look at me, I was so philosophic: 
but even in the midst of my military career I have 
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thought — thought profoundly. Every body in France 
thinks now/' said M. de Connal^ taking a pinch of 
snuff with a very pensive air. 

^' Every body in France thinks now !" repeated 
Ormond. 

"Every man of a certain rank, that is to say." 

" That is to say, of your rank/' said Ormond. 

" Nay, I don't give myself as an example ; but — 
you may judge — I own I am surprised to find myself 
philosophising here in the Black Islands — but one 
philosophises every where." 

"And you would have more time for it here, I 
should suppose, than in Paris ?" 

"Time, my dear sir — no such thing! Time is 
merely in idea; but Tais-^toi Jean Jctcques! Tais^tai 
CmdiUac I To resume the chain of our reasoning^ — 
love and marriage -^I say it all comes to much the 
same thing in France and in these countries — after 
all. There is more gallantry, perhaps, before mar- 
riage in England, more after marriage in France-^ — 
which has the better bargain ? I dcHi't pretend to 
decide. Philosophic doubt for me, especially in cases 
where 'tis not worth while to determine ; but I see I 
astonish you, Mr. Ormond." 

You do, indeed," said Ormond, ingenuously. 
I give you joy — I envy you," said M. de Connal, 
sighing. " After a certain age, if one lives in the 
world one can't be astonished — that's a lost pleasure." 

" To me who have lived out of the world it is a 
pleasure, or rather a sensation — I am not sure whe- 
ther I should call it a pleasure — that is not likely to 
be soon exhausted," said Ormond. 

'^ A sensation ! and you are not sure whether yoa 
should call it a pleasure. Do you know you've a 
genius for metaphysics ?" 
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" 1 1" exclaimed Ormond. 
J "Ah! now I have astonished you again. Good! 
whether pleasurable or not, trust rae, nothing is se 
improving to a young man as to be well astonished. 
Astonishment I conceive to be a sort of mental elec- 
tric shock — electric fire; it opens at once and en* 
lightens the understanding: and really you have an 
understanding so well worth enlightening — I do 
assure you, that your natural acuteness will, when- 
ever and wherever you appear, make you un homme 
marquanl" 

, " Oh ! spare me, Mr. Connal," said Ormond. "I 
am not used to French compliment." 

*^ No, upon my honour, without compliment, in all 
English bonhommie" (laying his hand upon his heart) 
— ** upon the honour of a gentleman, your remarks 
have sometimes perfectly astonished me." 

"Really!" said Ormond; "but I thought you 
had lived so much in the world, you could not be 
astonished." 

" I thought so, I own," said Connal ; " but it was 
reserved for M. Ormond to convince me of my mis- 
take, to revive an old pleasure — more difficult still 
than to invent a new one ! In recompense, 1 hope I 
give you some new ideas — just throw out opinions 
for you. Accept — reject — reject now — accept an 
hour a year hence, perhaps — just as it strikes — 
merely materials for thinking I give you." 

*' Thank you," said Ormond ; " and be assured 
they are not lost upon me. You have given me 
a great deal to think of seriously." 

" Seriously! — no; that's your fault, your national 
fault. Permit me : what you want chiefly in con- 
versation — in every thing, is a certain degree of-— Qf 
— you have no English word — lightness" 
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Legereicy perhaps you mean/' said Ormond. 
Precisely. I forgot you understootl French so 
well. LSgeretS — untranslatable! — You seize my 
idea." 

He left Ormonde as he fancied^ in admiration of 
the man who^ in his own opinion^ possessed the wh<de 
theory and practice of the art of pleasing^ and the 
science of happiness. 

M. de Connal's conversation and example might 
have produced a great effect on the mind of a youth 
of Ormond's strong passions^ lively imagination^ and 
total ignorance of the world, if he had met this 
brilliant officer in different society. Had he seen 
Connal only as a man shining in company, or con^ 
sidered him merely as a companion, he must have 
been dazzled by his fashion, charmed by his gaiety, 
and imposed upon by his decisive tone. 

Had such a vision lighted on the Black Islands, 
and appeared to our hero suddenly, in any other 
circumstances but those in which it did appear, it 
might have stnidc and overawed him ; and without 
inquiring " whether from heaven or hell," he might 
have followed wherever it led or pointed the way. 
But in the form of a triumphant rival — without 
delicacy, without feeling, neither deserving nor 
loving the woman he had won — not likely to make 
Dora happy — almost certain to make her father mi- 
serable — there was no danger that Black Coimal 
could ever obtain any ascendancy over Ormond ; on 
the contrary, Connal was useful in forming our hero's 
diaracter. The electric shock of astonishment did 
operate in a salutary manner in opening Harry's 
understanding : the materials for thinking were not 
thrown away: he did think — even in the Black 
Islands i and in judging of Connal's character^ be 
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made continual progress in forming his own : he had 
motive for exercising his judgment — he was anxioQ8 
to study the man's character on Dora's account. 

Seeing his unpolished friend^ old Comy^ and this 
finished young man of the world, in daily contrast^ 
Ormond had occasion to compare the real and the 
factitious^ both in matter and manner: he distin- 
guished, and felt often acutely, the difference between 
that politeness of the heart, which respects and sym- 
pathizes with the feelings of others, and that conven- 
tional politeness, which is shown merely to gratify 
the vanity of him by whom it is displayed. In the 
same way he soon discriminated in conversation be- 

m 

tween Comy's power of original thinking, and M. de 
Connal's knack of throwing old thoughts into new 
words; between the power of answering an argu- 
ment, and the art of evading it by a repartee. But 
it was chiefly in comparing diflerent ideas of happi- 
ness and modes of life that our young hero's mind 
was enlarged by Connal's conversation — whilst the 
comparison he secretly made between this polished 
gentleman's principles and his own was always more 
satisfactory to his pride of virtue than Connal's vanity 
could have conceived to be possible. 

One day some conversation passed between Connal 
and his faihei'-in-law elect, as he now always called 
him, upon his future plans of life. 

Good Corny said he did not know how to hope 
that, during the few years' he had to live, Connal 
would not think of taking his daughter from him to 
Paris, as, from some words that had dropped from 
mademoiselle, he had reason to fear. 

'^ No," Connal said, ** he had formed no such cruel 
intention: the Irish half of mademoiselle must havQ 
blundered on this occasion.^ He would do his utmost. 
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if he could with honour^ to retire from the aernoe ; 
unless the serrice imperiously called him away, he 
should settle in Ireland : he should make it a point 
even, independently of his duty to his own father, 
not to take miss O'Shane from her country and her 
friends." 

The father, open-hearted and generous himself, 
was fond to believe what he wished : and confiding 
in these promises, the old man forgave all that he 
did not otherwise approve in his future son-in-law, 
and thanked him almost with tears in his eyes; still 
repeating, as his natural penetration remonstrated 
against his credulity, '^ But I could hardly have 
believed this from such a young man as you, captain 
Connal. Indeed, how you could ever bring yourself 
to think of settling in retirement is wonderful to 
me; but love does mighty things, brings about great 
changes." 

French commonplaces of sentiment upon love, and 
compliments on Dora's charms and his own sen- 
sibility, were poured out by Connal, and the £etther 
left the room satisfied. 

Connal then, throwing himself back in his chair, 
burst out a laughing, and turning to Ormond, the 
only person in the room, said, " Could you have con- 
ceived this?" 

" Conceived what, sir ?" said Ormond. 

'^ Conceived this king Comy's capacity for belief? 
What! — believe that I will settle in his Black 
Islands 1 — I ! — ^As well believe me to be half marble, 
half man, like ike unfortunate in the Black Islands of 
the Arabian Tales. Settle in the Black Islands 1— - 
No: could you conceive a man on earth could be 
found so simple as to credit such a thing?" 

^^ Here is another man on earth who was simple 



(AMOND. 171 

enough to beliere it," said Ormonde '^ and to give 
you credit for it." 

. " You !" cried Connal^'' That's too much !— Im- 
possible !" 

• *^ But when you said it — when I heard you pro- 
mise it to Mr. O'Shane " 

''Oh> mercy! — Don't kill me with laughing!" 
said he^ laughing affectedly: ^'Oh ! that ^e of yours 
-*^there is no standing it You heard me promue — 
and the accent on promise. Why^ eyen women, now* 
a-days, don't lay such an emphasis on a promise" 

*' That, I suppose, depends on who gives it/' said 
Ormond. 

'* Rather on who receives it," said Connal : '' but 
look here, you who understand the doctrine of pro- 
mises, tell me what a poor conscientious man must 
do who has two pulling him different ways ?" 

'^ A conscientious man cannot have given two 
diametrically opposite promises." 

*^ DiametricaUy ! — Thank you for that word— it 
just saves my lost conscience. Commend me alwajrs 
to an epithet in the last resource for giving one lati- 
tude of conscience in these nice cases — I have not 
given two diametrically opposite — no, I have only 
given four that cross one another. One to your king 
Corny; another to my angel, Dora; another to the 
dear aunt; and a fourth to my dearer self. First 
promise to king Corny, to settle in the Black Islands; 
a gratuitous promise, signifying nothing — read Bur« 
lamaqui: second promise to mademoiselle, to go and 
live with her at Paris; with her — on the face of it 
absurd ! a promise extorted too under fear of my 
life, of immediate peril of being talked to death — see 
Vatel on extorted promises — ^void: third promise to 
my ikngel, Dora, to live wherever she pleases; but 
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that's a lover's promise^ made to be broken- 
Love's Calendar^ or^ if you prefer the bookmen's 
authority^ I don't doobt that^ onder the head of pro- 
mises made when a man is not in his right senses^ 
some of those learned fellows in wigs would bring me 
off sain et sattf: but now for my fourth promise—^I 
am a man of honour — when I make a promise intend- 
ing to keep it^ no man so scrupulous; all promises 
made to myself come under this head ; and I have 
promised myself to live^ and make my wife Im-, 
wherever I please^ or not to live with her at all. 
This promise I shall hold sacred. Oblige me with a 
smile^ Mr. Ormond — a smile of approbation." 

'^ Eiccuse me^ Mr. Connal> that is impossible — I 
am sincere." 

'^So am \y and sincerely you are too romantic. 
See things as they are^ as a man of the worlds I 
beseech you,"- 

" I am not a man of the worlds and I thank God 
for it," cried Ormond. 

'*^ Thank your God for what you please/* sail 
Connal ; ^' but in disdaining to be a man of the 
world, you will not, I hope, refuse to let me think 
you a man of common sense." 

'^ Think what you please of me," said Ormond, 
rather haughtily; ''what I think of myself is the 
chief point with me." 

** You will lose this little brusquerie of manner," 
said Connal, ** when you have mixed more with man- 
kind. Providentially, we are all made dependent on 
one another's good opinion. Even I, you see, cannot 
live without yours." 

Whether from vanity, from the habit a^ wish* 
ing to charm every body in every house he entered, 
especially any one who made resistance ; or whether 
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lie was piqued and ainused with Ormond's frank and 
natural character^ and determined to see how far he 
oould urge him^ Connal went on^ though our young 
hero gave him no encouragement to hope that he 
should win his good opinion. 

** Candidly/' said he, " put yourself in my place 
for a moment : I was in £ngland, following my own 
projects; I was not in love with the girl as you — 
well, pardon — as any body might hare been-^but I 
was at a distance, that makes all the difference: I am 
sent for over by two fathers, and I am told that, in 
consequence of my good or evil fortune in being born 
a twin, and of some inconceivable promise between 
two Irish fathers over a punch*bow], I am to have 
the refusal, I should rather say the acceptance, of a 
very pretty girl with a very pretty fortune. Now, 
except just at the moment when the overture reached 
roe, it could not have been listened to for a moment 
by such a man as I am." 

^'Insufferable coxcomb," said Orroond to him« 
self. 

** But, to answer a question, which I omitted to 
answer just now to my father-in-law — what could 
induce me to come over and think of settling in the 
Black Islands ? I answer — for I am determined to 
win your confidence by my candour — I answer in 
one word, un billiard — a billiard- table. To tell you 
all, I confess ■ " 

- *' Ginfess nothing, I beg, Mr. Connal, to me, that 
you do not wish to be known to Mr. O'Shane : I am 
his friend — he is my benefactor." 

** You would not repeat*— you are a gentleman^ 
and a man of honour.'* 

''I am ; and as such I desire, on this occasion^ 
not to hear what I ought nei^r to repeat nor to 
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keep secret. It is my duty not to leave my bene- 
factor in the dark as to any point." 

" Oh I come— come," interrupted Connal, " we had 
better not take it on this serious tone, lest, if we 
begin to talk of duty, we should presently concave 
it to be our duty to run one another through the body, 
which would be no pleasure." 

^' No pleasure," said Ormond ; " but if it became 
a duty, I hope, on all occasions, I should be able to 
do whatever I thought a duty. Therefore to amd 
any misunderstanding, Mr. Connal, let me beg that 
you will not honour me farther with your confidence. 
I cannot undertake to be the confidant of any one, 
of whom I have never professed myself to be the 
friend." 

" Ca suffit," said Connal, lightly. " We under- 
6tand one another now perfectly— you shall in future 
play the part of prince, and not of confidant. Pardon 
me, I forgot your highness's pretensions;" so saying, 
he gaily turned on his heiel, and left the room. 

From this time forward little conversation passed 
betweeen Mr. Connal and Ormond — ^little indeed 
between Ormond and Dora. With mademoiselle, 
Ormond had long ceased to be a favourite, and even 
her loquacity now seldom addressed itself to him. 
He was in a painful situation ; — he spent as much of 
his time as he. could at the farm his friend had given 
him. As soon as O'Shane found that there was no 
truth in the report of Black Connal's intended mar- 
riage in England, that he claimed in earnest his pro- 
mise of his daughter, and that Dora herself indined 
to the new love, his kind heart felt for poor Harry. 

Though he did not know all that had passed, yet 
he saw the awkwardness and difficulty of Ormond's 
present situation, and, whatever it might cost him to 
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part with his young friend^ with his adopted son^ 
Corny determined not to detain him longer. 

** Harry Ormonde my boy^" said he to him one 
day^ " time for you to see something of the world, 
also for the world to see something of you ; I've kept 
you here for my own pleasure too long : as long as I 
had any hope of settling you as I wished, 'twas a 
sufficient excuse to myself; but now I hare none 
left — I must part with you : and so, by the blessing, 
God helping me to conquer my selfishness, and the 
yearnings of my heart towards you, I will. I mean," 
continued he, ^' to send you far from me — to banish 
you for your good from the Black Islands entirely. 
Nay, don't you interrupt me, nor say a word ; for if 
you do, I shall be too soft to have the heart to do you 
justice. You know you said yourself, and I felt it 
for you, that it was best you should leave this. Well, 
I have been thinking of you ever since, and licking 
different projects into shape for you — listening too to 
every thing Connal threw out ; but all hfi says that 
way is in the air — no substance, when you try to 
have and to hold — too full of himself, that youngster, 
to be a friend to another." 

''There is no reason why he should be my friend, 
sir," said Ormond — <' I do not pretend to be his ; and 
I rejoice in not being under any obligations to him." 

*' Right! — and high ! — just as I feel for you. After 
all, I approve of your own wish to go into the British 
service in preference to any foreign service, and you 
could not be of the Irish brigade — Harry." 

** Indeed, sir, I infinitely prefer," said Ormond, 
" the service of my own country — the service in 

which my father 1 know nothing of my father, 

but I have always heard him spoken of as a good 
officer ; I hope I shall not disgrace his name. The 
•English service for me, sir, if you please." 
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'^ Why then, I'm glad you see things as I 60, and 
are not ran away with hy uniform, and all thai* I 
have lodged the needful in the bank, to purchase a 
oommission for you, my son. Now ! no more go to 
thank me, if you loFe me, Harry, than you would 
your own father. I've written to a friend to cheoK 
a regiment in which there'd be as little danger as 
po8»ble for you." 

^^ As little danger as possible ! " repeated Harry, 
surprised. 

" Phoo ! you don't think I mean as little danger 
of fighting. I would not wrong you so. No-— hut 
as little danger of gambling. Not that you're 
inclined to it, or any thing else that's bad — but there 
is no knowing what company might lead the best 
into ; and it is my duty and inclination to l<ick as 
close to all these things as if for my own son." 

" My kind father — no father could be kinder," 
cried Harry, quite overpowered. 

'^ So then you go as soon as the commission comes 
— that's settled ; and I hope I shall be able to bear 
it, Harry, old as I am. There may perhaps be a 
delay of a little time longer than you could wish." 

'^ Oh ! sir, as long as you wish me to stay with 

you " 

^' Not a minute beyond what's necessary. I roenr 
tion the cause of delay, that you may not think I'm 
dallying for my own sake. You remember genend 
Albemarle, who came here one day last year*->electi<» 
time, canvassing — ^the general that had lost the am." 

** Perfectly, sir, I remember your answer — ' I will 
give my interest to this empty sleeve.' " 

" Thank you — ^never a word lost upon you. Well, 
now, I have hopes that this man-«this general, wiH 
take yx)u by the hand ; for he has a hand left yet, 
and a jrowerful one to serve a friend ; and I've re- 
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guested him to keep his eye upon you, and I have 
4sked his advice : so we can't stir till we get it, and 
that will be eight days, or ten, say. My boy, you 
must bear on as you are — we have the comfort of the 
workshop to ourselves, and some rational recreation ; 
good shooting we will have soon too for the first time 
this season." 

Among the various circumstances which endeared 
Harry to our singular monarch, his skill and keen- 
ness as a sportsman were not inconsiderable : he 
knew where all the game in the island was to be 
found ; so that, when his good old patron was per- 
mitted by the gout to take the field, Harry's assist- 
ance saved him a vast deal of unnecessary toil, and 
gratified him in his favourite amusement, whilst he, 
at the same time, sympathized in the sport. Corny, 
beside being a good shot, was an excellent mechanic: 
he beguiled the hours, when there was neither hunt- 
ing nor shooting, in a workshop which was furnished 
with the best tools. Among the other occupations 
at the work-bench, he was particularly skilful in 
making and adjusting the locks of guns, and in boring 
and polishing the inside of their barrels to the utmost 
perfection : he had contrived and executed a tool for 
the enlarging the barrel of a gun in any particular 
part so as to increase its effect in adding to the force 
of the discharge, and in preventing the shot from 
scattering too widely. 

The hope of the success of his contrivance, and the 
prospect of going out with Harry on the approaching 
first of September, solaced King Corny, and seemed to 
keep up his spirits, through all the vexation he felt 
concerning Counal and this marriage, which evidently 
was not to his taste. It was to Dora's, however, and 
was becoming more evidently so every hour — and 
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goon M. C(»nnal pressed^ and mademoiseile urged,- 
and Dora named the happy day-^and mademoiselle^ 
in transports^ {M-epared to go to Dublin, with her 
niece, to choose the wedding-clothes^ and Connai to 
bespeak the equipages. 

Mademoiselle was quick in her operations when 
dress was in question : the preparations for the 
delightful journey were soon made — the morning for 
their departure came — the carriage and horses were 
Sent over the water early — and O'Shane and Harry 
afterwards accompanied the party in the boat to the 
other side of the lake, where the carriage waited with 
the door open. Connai, after handing in mademoi- 
selle, turned to look for his destined bride— who was 
taking leave of her father — Harry Ormond standing 
by. The moment she quitted her father's embrace^ 
father Jos poured vrith both his hands on her head 
the benedictions of all the saints. Released from 
father Jos, captain Connai hurried her on : Harry 
held out his hand to her as she passed. '' Grood bye> 
Dora — probably I shall never see you again." 

" Oh, Harry ! " said she, one touch of natural 
feeling stopping her short — ^'Oh, Harry! — ^Why?" 
Bursting into tears, she drew her hand from Connai, 
and gave it ta Harry : Harry received the hand openly 
and cordially, shook it heartily, but took no advantage 
and no notice of the feelings by which he saw her at 
that moment agitated. 

Forgive ! *' she began. 

Good bye, dear Dora. God bless you— neiay 
you be as happy — half as happy> as I wish you to 
be!" 

" To be sure she will — happy as the day is long," 
said mademoiselle, leaning out of the carriage : ** why 
will you make her cry, Mr, Ormond, spoiling her 



tt 



eyes at pdrting? Come in to me — Dora^ M. de Connal 
is waiting to hand you^ mon enfant." 

*' Is her dressing^-box in^ and all right?" asked 
captain C!onnal, as he handed Dora into the carriage, 
who was still weeping. 

' '^ Bad compliment to M. de Connal, mon amie. 
Vrai scandale i '* said mademoiselle, pulling up the 
glaa8> while Dora sunk back in the carriage, sobbing 
without restraint. 

*< Good morning," said Connal, who had now 
jnounted his hone, '' au r^roir, mon beau-pere ; " 
and bowing gracefully to Mr. Ormond, '^ Adieu, 
Mr. Qrmond — command roe in any way you please. 
Drive on ! " 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The evening after the departure of the happy trio, 
who were gone to Dublin to buy wedding-dresses, 
the party remaining at Castle Corny consisted only 
of king Corny, Ormond, and father Jos. When the 
candles were lighted, his majesty gave a long and 
loud yawn, Harry set the backgammon table for him, 
and father Jos, as usual, settled himself in the chim- 
ney comer ; " And now mademoiselle's gone," said 
he, " I shall take leave to indulge myself in my 
pipe." 

*' You were on the continent this morning, father 
Jos," said Cornelius. " Did ye learn any news for 
us } Size ace ! that secures two points." 

'* News I I did," said father Jos. 

" Why not tell it us, then ?" 

*' I was not asked. You both seemed so wrapped 

n2 



180 OBMOND. 

up^ I waited my time and opportunity. There's a 
new parson come to Castle Hermitage." 

''What new person?" said king Corny. ''Doublets, 
aces, Harry." 

" A new parson I'm talking of/' said father Jos, 
"that has just got the living there; and they say sir 
UHck's mad about it, in Dublin, where he is still." 

" Mad ! — Three men up — ^and you can't enter, 
Harry. Well, what is he mad about ? " 

" Because of the presentation to the living," replied 
the priest, " which government wouldn't make him a 
compliment of, as he expected." 

" He is always expecting compliments from 
government," said Corny, " and always getting 
disappointments. Such throws as you have, Harry 
— Sixes! again — Well, what luck! — ^all over with 
me — It is only a hit at any rate ! But what kind of 
man," continued he, " is this new clergyman ? " 

" Oh ! them parsons is all one kind,"- said father 
Jos. 

"All one kind! No, no more than our own priests," 
said Corny. " There's good and bad, and all the dif- 
ference in life." 

" I don't know any thing at all about it," said 
father Jos, sullenly; "but this I know, that no 
doubt he'll soon be over here, or his proctor, looking 
for the tithes." 

" I hope we will have no quarrels," said Corny. 

" They ought to be abolished," said father Jos, 
." the tithes, that is, I mean." 

" And the quarrels, too, I hope," said Ormond. 

" Oh ! It's not our fault if there's quarrels," said 
father Jos. 

" Faults on both sides generally in all quarrels," 
said Corny. 
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" In lay quarrels, like enough/' said father Joe. 
''In church quarrels, it don't become a good Catholic 
to say that." 

What?" said Corny. 
That" said the priest. 
Which?" said Corny. 

That which you said, that there's faults on both 
sides ; sure there's but one side, and that's our own 
side, can be in the right — there can't be two right 
tides, can there ? and consequently there won't be 
two wrong sides, will there ? — Ergo, there cannot, by 
a parity of r/isoning, be two sides in the wrong." 

** Well, Harry, I'll take the black men now, and 
gamnicoi you," said Corny. '* Play away, man^ 
what ai*e you thinking of ? is it of what father Jos 
said ? 'tis beyond the limits of the human under- 
standing." 

Father Jos puffed away at his pipe for some time. 

^' 1 was tired and ashamed of all the wrangling for 
two-pence with the last man," said king Corny, 
" and I believe I was sometimes too hard and' too hot 
myself; but if this man's a gentleman, I think we 
shall agree. Did you hear his name, or any thing 
at all about him, father?" 

** He is one of them refugee families, the Hu- 
guenots, banished France by the adict of Nantz, 
they say, and his name's Cambray." 

" Cambray !" exclaimed Ormond. 

*' A very good name," said O'Shane; '^ but what 
do you know of it, Harry ?" 

'* Only, sir, I happened to meet with a Dr. Cam- 
bray the winter I was in Dublin, whom I thought 
a very agreeable, respectable, amiable man — and I 
wonder whether this is the same person." 

'^ There is something more now, Harry Ormond, 
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I know by yoiir face/* said Corny: "there's aome 
story of or belonging to Dr. Cambray — what is it?"« 

^^No story^ only a slight circumstanoe^which, 
if you please^ I'd rather not tell you^ sir," said 
Ormond. 

'^ That is something very e:straordinary, and looks 
mysterious/' said father Jos. 

" Nothing mysterious, I assure you," said Ormonde 
— " a mere trifle, which, if it concerned <mly myself^ 
I would tell directly." 

^^Let him alone, father," said king Corny; ''I am 
sure he has a good reason^-and I'm not curious: 
only let me whisper this in your ear to show you my 
own penetration, Harry — I'd lay my life " (said bc> 
stretching over and whispering), ^' I'd lay my life 
miss Aniialy has something to do with it/' 

'' Miss Annaly ! — nothing in the world-^-only-— ♦ 
yes, I recollect she was present." 

" There now — would not any body think I*m a 
conjuror ? a physiognomist is cousin to (and not twice 
removed from) a conjuror." 

" But I assure you, though you haj^ned to guess 
right partly as to her being present, you are totally 
mistaken, sir, as to the rest." 

'^ My dear Harry, totaUif means whoUy: if I'm 
right in a part, I. can't be mistaken in the w^hole. 
I am glad to make you smile, any way — ^and I wish I 
was right altogether, and that you was as rich as 
Croesus into the bargain; but stay a bit, if you 
come home a hero frotii the wars — ^that may do—* 
ladies are mighty fond of heroes." 

It was in vain that Ormond assured his good old 
imaginative friend that he was upon a wrong soent* 
Cornelius stopped to humour him ; but was convinced 
that he was right: then turned to the still smoking 



faAer Jos, and went <m asking questions about Dr. 
Oiraforay. 

'^ I know nothing at all about him/' said father 
Swy ^^but this^ that father M'Cormuck has dined 
with him^ if I'm not misinformed^ oftener than I 
think becoming in these times — making too free ! 
And in the chapel last Sunday, I hear he made a 
very extraordinary address to his flock — there was 
pne took down the words, and handed them to me : 
after remarking on the great distress of the season^ 
iirst and foremost about the keeping of fast days the 
year — he. allowed Ihe poor of his flock, which is 
almost all, to eat meat whenever oflered to them, 
because, said he, many would starve — now mark the 
obnoxious word — ' if it was not for their benevolent 
Protestant neighbours, who make soup and broth for 
them/ " 

''What is there obnoxious in that?'' said Cor- 
nelius. 

'' Wait till you bear the end — ' and feed and clothe 
the distressed/ " 

''That is not obnoxious either, I hope," said 
Ormond, laughing. 

" Young gentleman, you belong to the establish* 
meat, and are no judge in this case, permit me 
to remark," said father Jos; "and I could wish 
Mr. O'Shane would hear to the end, before he joins 
in a Protestant laugh." 

: " I've heard of a ' Protestant wind ' before," said 
EUfcrry, " but not of a Protestant laugh." 

" Well, Tm serious, father Jos," said Corny; " let 
me hear to the end what makes your face so long." 

" ' And> I am sorry to say, show more charity to 
them than their own people, the rich Catholics, 
Bometimi^s do.' If that is not downright slander, I 
don't know what is," said father Jo^ 
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^^ Are you sure it is not truths father?" said CorAy. 

^^ And if it was^ e^en, so much the worse^ to be 
telling it in the chapel^ and to his flock — ^yery 
improper in a priest, very extraordinary conduct!" 

Father Jos worked himself up to a high pitch of 
indignation, and railed and smoked for some time, 
while O'Shane and Ormond joined in defending 
M'Cormuck, and his address to his flock — and even 
his dining with the new clergyman of the parish. 
Father Jos gave up, and had his punch. The resuit 
of the whole was, that Ormond proposed to pay his 
respects the next morning to Dr. Carobray. 

"Very proper," said O'Shane: "do so — fit you 
should — you are of his people, and yon are acquainted 
with the gentleman ~ and I'd have you go and show 
yourself safe to him, that we've made no tampering 
with you." 

Father Jos could not say so much, therefore he 
said nothing. 

O'Shane continued, ^' A very exact church-goer at 
the little church there youVe always been, at the 
other side of the lake — I never hindered — make what 
compliment you will proper for me — say I'm too old 
and clumsy for morning vi sitings, and never go out 
of my islands. But still I can love my neighbour in 
or out of them, and hope, in the name of peace, to be 
on good terms. Sha'n't be my fault if them tithes 
come across. Then I wish that bone of contention 
was from between the two churches. Meantime, I'm 
not snarling, if others is not craving; and I'd wish 
for the look of it, for your sake, Harry, that it should 
be all smooth ; so say any thing you will for me to 
this Dr. Cambray, — ^though we are of a diflTerent 
faith, I should do any thing in rason" 

"Rason! what's that about roson?" said father 
Jos : " I hope faith comes before rason." 
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'^ And after it, too, I hope, father/' said Corny. 

Father Jos finished his punch, and went to sleep 
upon it. 

Ormond, next morning, paid his yisit — Dr. Cam* 
Inray was 'not at home; but Harry was charmed with 
the neatness of his house, and with the amiable and 
happy appearance of his family. He had nerer 
bef(ve seen Mrs. Cambray or her daughters, though 
he had met the doctor in Dublin. The circumstance 
which Harry had declined mentioning, when Corny 
questioned him about his acquaintance with Dr. Cam- 
bray, was very slight, though father Jos had imagined 
it to be of mysterious importance. It had happened, 
that among the dissipated set of young men with 
whom Marcus O'Shane and Harry had passed that 
winter in Dublin, a party had one Sunday goile to 
hear the singing at the Asylum, and had behaved 
in a very unbecoming manner during the service; 
Dr. Cambray preached — he spoke to the young gen- 
tlemen afterwards with mild but becoming dignity « 
Harry Ormond instantly, sensible of his error, made 
proper apologies, and erred no farther. But Marcus 
O'Shane in particular, who was not accustomed to 
endure any thing, much less any person, that crossed 
his humour, spoke of Dr. Cambray afterwards with 
vindictive bitterness, and with all his talents of 
mimickry endeavoured to make him ridiculous. 
HaiTy defended him with a warmth of ingenuous 
doquence which did him honour ; and with truth, 
courage, and candour, that did him still more, cor- 
rected some of Marcus's misstatements, declaring 
that they had all been much to blame. Lady Annaly 
and her daughter were present, and this was one of 
the circumstances to which her ladyship had alluded, 
when she said that some things had occurred that 



had prepossessed her with a farourable opinion' of 
Omiond's character. Dr. Cambray knew nothing of 
the attack or the defence till some time afterwards; 
and it was now so long ago^ and Harry was so mudi 
altered since that time^ that it was scarcely to be 
expected the doctor should recollect eren his person. 
However, when Dr. Cambray came to the Black 
Islands to return his visit, he did immediately recog* 
nize Ormond, and seemed so much pleased with meet^ 
ing him again, and so much interested about him, 
that Ck>my's warm heart was immediately won. 
Independently of this, the doctor's persuasive bene* 
volent politeness could not have failed to operate, as 
it usually did, even on a first acquaintance, in pleas^ 
ing and conciliating even those who were of opposite 
pinions. 

" There, now," said Corny, when the doctor was 
gone, '' there, now, is a sincere minister of the Gospel 
for you, and a polite gentleman into the bargain. 
Now that's politeness that does not trouble me — 
that's not for shoW' — ^that's for us, not himself, mark! 
'-— aad conversation] Why that man has con versa* 
tion for the prince and the peasant — ^the courtier and 
the anchorite. Did not he find plenty for me, and 
got more out of me than I thought was in me— and 
the same if I'd been a monk of La Trappe, he would 
have made me talk like a pie. Now there's a man of 
the high world that the low world can like^ very 
different from — ^" 

Poor Corny paused, checked himself, and then 
resumed'— '^ Principles, religion, and all no hinder* 
anoe i'-i-liberal and sincere too ! Well, I only wish 
«— father Jos, no offence — I only wish, for Dr. Camw- 
bray*s sake, and the Catholic church's sake, I was; 
for one day, archbishop of Canterbury^ or primate of 
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all Irdandy or whatever else makes the bishops in 
jour churchy and I'd skip over dean and archdeaom^ 
and a]]> and make that man clean a bishop before 
Bighl;." 

Harry smiled^ and wished he had the power as 
well as the good-will. 

Father Jos said^ " A man ought to be ashamed 
not to think of his atvn first." 

^Now^ Harry, don't think I'd make a bishop 
lightly/' continued king Corny; "I would not — I've 
been a king too long for that; and though only a 
king of my own fashion, I know what's fit for govern* 
ing a country, observe me! — Cousin Ulick would 
make a job of a bishop, but I would not— nor I 
wouldn't to please my fancy. Now don't think I'd 
make that man a bishop just because he noticed and 
praised my gimcracks and inventions, and suosii^ 
Mes" 

Father Jos smiled, and demurely abased his eye. 

''Oh! then you don't know me as well as you 
think you do, father," said O'Shane. " Nor what's 
mbre, Harry, not his noting down the two regiments 
to make inquiry for friends for you, Harry, should'nt 
have bribed me to partiality — ^though I could have 
kissed his shoe-ties for it." 

*' Mercy on you!" said father Jos: "this doctor 
has bewitched you." 

- '* But did you mind, then," persisted Corny, " the 
way he spoke of that cousin of mine, sir Ulick, who 
he saw I did not like, and who has been, as you tell 
bs, bitter against him, and even against his getting 
the living. Well, the way this doctor Cambray spoke 
then pleased me — good morals without preaching— 
there's do good to your enemies^-'the true Christian 
^octrine^and the hardest point. Oh I let father Jea 
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say what he will, there's the man will be in heaven 
before many — ^heretic or no heretic, Harry ! '* 

Father Jos shrugged up his shoulders, and then 
fixing the glass in his spectacles, replied, " We shall 
see better when we come to the tithes." 

" That's true," said Corny. 

He walked off to his workshop, and took down his 
fowling-piece to put the finishing stroke to his work 
for the next day, which was to be the first day of 
partridge shooting: he looked forward with delight^ 
anticipating the gratification he should have in going 
out shooting with Harry, and trying his new fowling- 
piece. '^ But I won't go out to-morrow till the post 
has come in ; for my mind couldn't enjoy the sport 
till I was satisfied whether the answer could come 
about your commission, Harry: my mind misgives 
me — that is, my calculation tells me^ that it will 
come to-morrow." 

Good Corny's calculations were just: the next 
morning the little post-boy brought answers to various 
letters which he had written about Ormond — one to 
Ormond from sir Ulick 0*Shane, repeating his appro- 
bation of his ward's going into the army, approving 
of all the steps Cornelius had taken—especially of his 
intention of paying for the commission. 

*' All's well," Cornelius said. The next letter was 
from Cornelius's banker, saying that the five hundred 
pound was lodged, ready. " All well." The army- 
agent wrote, " that he had commissions in two dif- 
ferent regiments, waiting Mr. O'Shane's choice and 
orders per return of post, to purchase in conformity^ 
— " That's all well." General Albemarle's answer to 
Mr. O'Shane's letter was most satisfactory: in terms 
that were not merely offictaUy polite, but kind, ''he 
assured Mr. O'Shane that he should, as far as it was 
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in bis power, pay attention to the young gentleman^ 
whom Mr. O'Shane had so strongly recommended to 
his care^ and by whose appearance and manner the 
general said he had been prepossessed, when he saw 
him some months ago at Corny Castle. There was 
a commission vacant in his son's regiment, which he 
recommended to Mr. Ormond." 

" The Tery thing I could have wished for you, my 
dear boy — you shall go off the day after to-morrow—-^ 
not a moment's delay — I'll answer the letters this 
minute." 

But Harry reminded him that the post did not go 
out till the next day, and urged him not to lose this 
fine day — this first day of the season for partridge 
shooting. 

" Time enough for my business after we come home 
*— the post does not go out till morning." 

" That's true: come off, then — let's enjoy the fine 
day sent us; and my gun, too — I forgot ; for I do 
believe, Harry, I love you better even than my gun," 
said the warm-hearted Corny. " Call Moriarty; let 
us have him with us — he*i] enjoy it beyond all : one 
joi the last day's shooting with his own prince Harry! 
. — but, poor fellow, we'll not tell him that." 

Moriarty and the dogs were summoned, and the 
fineness of the day, and the promise of good sport, put 
Moriarty in remarkably good spirits. By degrees 
king Comy's own spirits rose, and he forgot that it 
was the last day with prince Harry, and he enjoyed 
the sport. After various trials of his new fowling- 
piece, both the king and the prince agreed that it 
succeeded to admiration. But even in the midst of 
his pride in his success, and his joy in the sport, his 
superior fondness for Harry prevailed, and showed 
itself in little, almost delicate instances of kindness. 
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which could hardly have been expected from his 
unpolished mind. As they crossed a bog, he stooped 
every now and then, and plucked different kin^ of 
bog-plants and heaths. 

. " Here, Harry," said he, " mind these for Dr. 
Ciambray. Remember yesterday his mentimiing that 
a daughter of his was making a botanical collection, 
and there's Sheelah can tell you all the Irish names 
and uses. Some I can note for you myself; and 
here, this minute — by great luck ! the very thing be 
wanted! — the andromeda, I'll swear to it: throw 
away all and keep this — carry it to her to-morrow— -p* 
for I will have you make a friend of that Dr. Cam- 
bray; and no way so sure or fair to the father's heart 
as by proper attention to the daughter — I know that 
by myself. Hush, now, till I have that partridge! 
—Whirr! — Shot him clean, my dear gun! — Was 
not that good, Hany ?'* 

Thus they continued their sport till late; and 
returning, loaded with game, had nearly reached the 
palace, when Corny, who had marked a covey, quitted 
Harry, and sent his dog to spring it, at a distance 
much greater than the usual reach of a common fowU 
ing-piece. Harry heard a shot, and a moment after- 
wards a violent shout of despair; — he knew the voice 
to be that of M^riarty, and running to the spot from 
whence it came, he found his friend, his benefacUM*, 
weltering in his blood. The fowling-piece, over- 
loaded, had burst, and a large splinter of the barrd 
had fractured the skull, and had sunk into the brain. 
As Moriarty was trying to raise his head, O'Shane 
uttered some words, of which all that was intelligible 
was the name of Harry Ormond. His eye was fixed 
on Harry, but the meaning of the eye was gone. He 
squeezed Harry^s hand, and an instant afterwards 
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O'Shane's hand was powerless. The dearest^ the* 
only real friend Harry Ormond had upon earth was 
gone for ever! 



CHAPTER XVII. 



A BOY passing by saw what had happened, and ran 
to the house, calling as he went to some workmen, 
who hastened to the place, where they heard the 
bowling of the dogs. Ormond neither heard nor 
saw — till Moriarty said, " He must be carried home;" 
and some one approaching to lift the body, Ormond 
started up, pushed the man back, without uttering a 
syllable — made a sign to Moriarty, and between them 
they carried the body home. Sheelah and the women 
came out to meet them, wringing their hands, and 
uttering loud lamentations. Ormond, bearing hia 
burden as if insensible of what he bore, walked on- 
ward, looking at no one, answering none, but forcing 
his way ^straight into the house, and on — till they 
came to O'Shane's bedchamber, which was upon the 
ground-floor — there laid him on his bed. The women 
had followed, and all those who had gathered on the 
way rushed in to see and to bewail. Ormond looked 
up, and saw the {)eople about the bed, and made a sign 
to Moriarty to keep them away, which he did, as 
well as he could. But they would not be kept back 
^-^heelah, especially, pressed forward, crying loudly, 
till Moriarty, with whom she was struggling, pointed 
to Harry. Struck with his fixed look, she submitted 
ajt once. '^ Best leave himr said she. She put e^ery 
body out of the room before her, and turning to 
Ormond, said, they would leare him *' a little space 
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of time till the priest should come^ who was at a 
dergy dinner^ but was sent for." 

When Ormond was left alone he locked the door, 
and kneeling beside the dead^ offered up prayers for 
the friend he had lost^ and there remained some time 
in stillness and silence^ till Sheelah knocked at the 
door, to let him know that the priest was come* 
Then retiring, he went to the other end of the house, 
to be out of the way. The room to which he went 
was that in which they had been reading the letters 
just before they went out that morning. There was 
the pen which Harry had taken from his hand, and 
the answer just begun. 

'' Dear general, I hope my young friend, Harry 
Ormond " 

That hand could write no more ! — ^that warm heart 
was cold ! The certainty was so astonishing, so stu« 
pifying, that Ormond, having never yet shed a tear, 
stood with bis eyes fixed on the paper, he knew not 
how long, till he felt some one touch his hand. It 
was the child, little Tommy, of whom O'Shane was so 
fond, and who was so fond of him. The child, with 
his whistle in his hand, stood looking up at Harry, 
without speaking. Ormond gazed on him for a few 
instants, then snatched him in his arms, and burst 
into an agony of tears. Sheelah, who had let the 
child in, now came and carried him away. '* God be 
thanked for them tears," said she, ** they will bring 
relief;" and so they did. The necessity for manly- 
exertion — the sense of duty — ^pressed upon Ormond's 
recovered reason. He began directly, and wrote all 
the letters that were necessary to his guardian 
and to miss OTaley, to communicate the dreadful 
intelligence to Dora. The letters were not finished 
till late in the evening. Sheelah came for them, and 
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leaving the door^ and the outer door to the hall open> 
as she came in> Ormond saw the candles lighted^ and 
smelt the smell of tobacco and whiskey, and heard 
the sound of many voices. 

** The wake, dear, which is beginning/' said she> 
hastening back to shut the doors, as she saw him 
shudder. ^' Bear with i.t« master Harry," said she : 
" hard for you ! — but bear with us, dear ; 'tis the 
custom of the country; and what else can we do but 
what the forefathers did ? — ^how else for us to show 
respect, only as it would be expected, and has always 
been ? — ^and great comfort to think we done our best 
for kirn that is gone, and comfort to know his wake 
will be talked of long hereafter, over the fires at 
night, of all the people that is there without — and 
that's all we have for it now: so bear with it, dear." 

This night, and for two succeeding nights, the 
doors of Corny Castle remained open for all who 
chose to come. 

Crowds, as many, and more, than the castle could 
hold, flocked to king Comy's wake, for he wafi 
greatly beloved. 

There was, as Sheelah said, " plenty of cake, and 
wine, and tea, and tobacco, and snuff — every thing 
lumdsome as possible, and honourable to the deceased, 
who was always open-han.ded and open-hearted, and 
with open house too." 

His praises, from time to time, were heard, and 
then the common business of the country was talked 
of — ^and jesting and laughter went on— and all night 
there were tea-drinkings^ for the women, and punch 
for the men. Sheelah, who inwardly grieved most, 
went about incessantly among the crow.d> serving all, 
seeing that none, e9pecially them who came from a 
distance, should be neglected — and that none should 
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have to eomplain afterwards^ '^or to say that any 
thing;^at all was wanting or niggardly." Mrs. Betty^ 
Sheelah's daughter^ sat presiding at the tea-taMe^ 
giving the keys to her mother when wanted, bat 
never forgetting to ask for them again. Little 
Tommy took his cake and hid himself under the 
table^ close by his mother, Mrs. Betty ; and ooiald 
not be tempted out but by Sheelah, whom he fol- 
lowed, watching for her to go in to Mr. Harry: 
when the door opened, he held by her gown, and 
squeezed in under her arm — and when she brought 
Mr. Harry his meals, she would set the child up 
at the table with him fw company — and to tempt 
him to take something. 

Ormond had once promised his deceased friend, 
that if he was in the country when he died, he would 
put him into his coffin. He kept his promise. The 
child hearing a noise, and knowing that Mr. Harry 
had gone into the room, could not be kept out ; the 
crowd had left that room, and the child looked at the 
bed with the curtains looped up with black — and at 
the table at the foot of the bed, with the white doth 
spread over it, and the seven candlesticks placed 
upon it. But the coffin fixed his attention, and he 
threw himself upon it, clinging to it, and cryii^ 
bitterly upon king Corny, his dear king Corny, to 
come back to him. 

It was all Sheelah could do to drag him away : 
Ormond, who had always liked this boy, felt now 
more fond of him than ever, and resolved that he 
should never want a friend. 

'* You are in the mind to attend the funeral, sir, 
I think you told me ?" said Sheelah. 

'* Certainly," replied Ormond. 

*^ Excuse me, then," said Sheelah^ '^ if I mentioft 
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'^^SoT you can't know what to do w2thout« There 
wiU be h%h mass^ may be you know^ in the chapel. 
Aad as it's a great funeral, thirteen priests will 
be there, attending. And when the mass will be 
finished, it will be expected of you, as first of kin 
considered, to walk up first with your offering-— 
wbatsoeyer you think fit, for the priests — and to lay 
it down on the altar; and then each and all will fol- 
low, laying down their offerings, according as they 
can. I hope I'm not too bold or troublesome, sir." 

Ormond thanked her for her kindness — and felt it 
was real kindness. He, consequently, did all that was 
expected from him handwmdy. After the masses 
were over, the priests, who could not eat any thing 
before they said mass, had breakfast and dinner 
joined. Sheelah took care ''the clergy was well 
served/' Then the priests — though it was not essen- 
tial that aU should go, did all, to Sheelah's satisfac- 
tion, accompany the funeral the whole way, three 
l6ng miles, to the burying-place of the CKShanes ; a 
remote old abbey-ground, marked only by some scat- 
tered trees, and a few sloping grave-stones. King 
CSomy's funeral was followed by an immense con- 
course of people, on horseback and on foot; men, 
women, and children : when . they passed by the 
doors of cabins, a set of the women raised the funeral 
cry — not a savage howl, as is the custom in some 
parts of Ireland, but chanting a melancholy kind of 
lament, not without harmony, simple and pathetic. 
Ormond was convinced, that in spite of all'the festivity 
at the wake, which had so disgusted him, the poor 
people mourned sincerely for the friend they had lost. 

We forgot to mention that Dr. Ca^bray went to 
the Black Islands the day after O'Shane's death, and 
did all he could to prevail upon Ormcmd to go to his 
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house while the wake was going oii, and tiil Hiie 
funeral should be over. But Ormond thought It 
right to stay where he was^ as none 4>( the familY 
were there, and there was no way in which he couM 
so strongly mark, as Sheelah said, his respect for th^ 
dead. Now that it was all over, he had at least i^ 
consolation of thinking that he had not shrunk ff«m 
any thing that was, or that he conceived to be, his 
duty. Dr. Cambray was pleased with his conduct, 
and at every moment he could spare went to see him^ 
doing all he could to console him, by strengthening in 
Ormond's mind the feelings of religious submissirai 
to the will of Heaven, and of pious b(^ and confi- 
dence. Ormond had no time left him for the induK 
^nce of sorrow — business pressed upon him. 

Cornelius O'Shane's will, which sir Ulick blamed 
Harry for not mentioning ih the first letter, was 
found to be at his banker's in Dublin. All hid 
property was left to his daughter, except the farm; 
which he had given to Ormond; this was specially 
excepted, with legal care : also a legacy of five hun- 
dred pounds was left to Harry; a trifling bequest to 
sir Ulick, being his cousin; and legacies to servants. 
Miss OTaley was appointed sole executrix^ — ^thig. 
gave great umbrage to sir Ulick O'Shane, and ap^ 
peared extraordinary to many people ; but the wilt 
was in due form, and nothing could be done against 
it, however much might be said. 

Miss O'Faley, without taking notice of any thing 
Ormond said of the money, which had been lodged 
in the bank to pay for his commission, wrote as 
executrix to beg of him to do various business fof 
her — all which he did; and fresh letters came with 
new requests, inventories to be taken, things to be 
sent to Dublin, money to be received and> .paid^ 
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fl^wai'dd' and agents* accounts to be settled, business 
#f all kinds, in short, came pouring in; — upon him, a 
yoiiiig man unused to it, and with a mind peculiarly 
ayerse from it at this moment. But when he found 
that he could be of service to any one belonging to 
bis benefactor, he felt bound in gratitude to exert 
himself to the utmost. These circumstances, how- 
ever disagreeable, had an excellent effect upon his 
character, giving him habits of business which were 
e?er afterwards of use to him. It was remarkable 
that the only point in his letters which had con- 
cerned his own affairs still continued unanswered. 
•Another circumstance hurt his feelings*— instead of 
miss O'Faley's writing to make her own requests, 
Mr. Connal was soon deputed by mademoiselle to 
write for her. He spoke of the shock the ladies had 
felt, and the distressing circumstances in which they 
were; all in common-place phrases^t which Ormond 
despised, and from which he could judge nothing of 
Dora's real feelings. 

The marriage must, of course," Mr. Connal said, 

be put off for some time ; and as it would be painful 
to tjhe ladies to return to Corny Castle, he had advised 
their staying in Dublin ; and they and he feeling 
assured that, from Mr. Ormond's regard for the 
family, they might take the liberty of troubling him> 
they requested so and so, and the executrix begged 
he would see this settled and that settled :" at last, 
with gradually forgotten apologies, falling very much 
tato^the style of a person writing to an humble 
friend or dependent, bound to consider requests as 
commands. 

Our young hero's pride was piqued on the one 
side, as* much as his gratitude was alive on the other. 

Sir Ulick O'Sbani? wrot^ to Ijlarry that he was at 
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this time peculiar^ engaged with affiurs of his own* 
He said, that as to the material point of the money 
lodged for the commission, he would see the execo* 
trix, and do what he could to hare that settled; hirt 
as to all lesser points, sir Ulick said, he really had not 
leisure to answer letters at present. He enclosed a 
note to Dr. Gambray, whom he recommended it t^ 
his ward to consult, and whose advice and assistance 
he now requested for him in pressing terms. 

In consequence of this direct application from thl^ 
young gentleman's guardian. Dr. Cambray felt him- 
self authorised and called upon to interfere, where, 
otherwise, delicacy might have prevented him. It 
was fortunate for Ormond that he had Dr. Cambray's 
counsel to guide him, or else he would, in the first 
moments of feeling, have yielded too much to the 
suggestions of both gratitude and pride. 

In the first impulse of generous pride, OmMmd 
wanted to give up the farm which his benefactor had 
left him, because he wished that no possible suspicion 
of interested motives having influenced his attach- 
ment to Cornelius (XShane should exist, especially 
with Mr. Connal, who, as the husband of Dora, would 
soon be the lord of all in the Black Islands. 

On the other hand, when Mr. Connal wrote to bin^ 
that the executrix, having no written order from tbe 
deceased to that effect, could not pay the five hundred 
pounds, lodged in the bank, for his commission^ Or- 
mond was on the point of flying out with intemperate 
indignation. *^Was not his own word sufficient? 
Was not the intention of his benefactor apparent from 
the letters ? Would not this justify any executor^ 
any person of common sense or honour?" 

Dr. Cambray, his experienced and placid coun- 
sellor^ brought all these sentiments to due measui^-by 
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mildly sbowing what was law and justice^ and what 
was fit and proper in each case; putting jealous 
iKMiour, and romantic generosity^ as they must be 
pHt, out of the question in business. 

He prevented Ormond from embroiling himself 
with Qonnal about the legacy^ and from giving up 
his hxm. He persuaded him to decline having any 
thing to do with the affairs of the Black Islands. 

A proper agent was appointed^ who saw Ormond's 
accounts settled and signed^ so that no blame or 
suspicion could rest upon him. 
• *^ There seems no probability, Mr. Ormond/' said 
Dr. Cambray, ''of your commission being immedi- 
ately purchased. Your guardian, sir Ulick 0'Shane> 
will be detained some time longer, I understand, in 
Dublin. You are in a desolate situation here — you 
have now done all that you ought to do—leave these 
Black Islands, and come to Vicar*s Dale: you will 
find there a cheerful family, and means of spending 
your time more agreeably, perhaps more profitably, 
than you can have here* I am sensible that no new 
friends can supply to you the place of him you have 
lost; but you will find pleasure in the perception, that 
you have, by your own merit, attached to you one 
friend in me, who will do all in his power to soothe 
and serve you. Will you trust yourself to me?" 
added he, smiling. '' You have already found that I 
do not flatter. Will you come to us? — The sooner 
the better— >to-morrow, if you can." 

It scarcely need be said, that this invitation was 
most oordiaUy accepted. Next day Ormond was 
to leave the Black Islands. Sheelah was in despair 
when she found he was going: the child hung upon 
htm so that he could hardly get out of the house, till 
Moriarty promised to return for the boy, and carry 
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him orer in the. boat often, to see Mr. Ormaad. 
Moriarty would not stay in the islands himself, he 
said, after Harry went: he let the cabin and little 
tenement which 0*Shane had giyen him, and the 
rent was to be paid him by the agent. Ormond 
went, for the last time, that morning, to Orroond's 
Vale, to settle his own affairs there: he and Moriarty 
took an unusual path across this part of the island 
to the waterside, that they might avoid that which 
they had followed the last time they were out, on the 
day of Corny 's death. - They went, therefore, across 
a lone tract of heath-bog, where, for a considerable 
time, they saw no living being. 

On this bog, of which Cornelius O'Shane had given 
Moriarty a share, the grateful poor fellow had, the 
year before, amused himself with cutting in large 
letters of about a yard long the words 

'' LONG LIVE KINO OOBNY." 

He had sowed the letters with broom-seed in the 
spring, and had since forgotten ever to look at them; 
but they were now green, and struck the eye. 

'' Think then of this being all the trace that's left 
of him on the face of the earth!" said Moriarty. 
** I'm glad that I did even that same." 

After crossing this lone bog, when they came to 
the waterside, they found a great crowd of people, 
seemingly all the inhabitants of the islands, assembled 
there, waiting to take leave of master Harry; and 
each of them was cheered by a kind word and a look, 
before they would let him step into the boat. 

*' Ay, go io the continent " said Sheelah, ''ay, go 
to fifty continents, and in all Ireland you'll not find 
hearts warmer to you than those of the Black Islands, 
that knows you best from a child, master Harry 
dear." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Ormond was received with much kindness in Dr. 
Cambray's family, in which he felt himself at ease, 
and soon forgot that he was a stranger : his mind> 
howerer, was anxious about his situation, as he longed 
to get into active life. 

Every morning, when the post came in, he hoped 
there would be a letter for him with his commission; 
^nd he was every morning regularly surprised and 
disappointed on finding that there was none. In the 
Course of each ensuing day, however, he forgot his 
disappointment, and said he believed he was happier 
where he was than he could be any where else. The 
regular morning question of '^ Any letters for me? " 
was at last answered by " Yes ; one franked by sir 
Ulick O'Shane." '^ Ah ! no commission— I feel no 
enclosure — single letter — no ! double." Double or 
single, it was as follows : — 

. . " DEAR HARRY, 

'^ At last I have seen the executrix and son-in-law, 
whom that great genius deceased, my well-beloved 
cousin in folly, king Corny, chose for himself. As 
to. that thing, half mud, half tinsel, half Irish, half 
French, miss, or mademoiselle, O'Faley, that jointed 
doll, is — all but the eyes, which move of themselves 
in a very extraordinary way — a mere puppet, pulled 
by wires in the hands of another. The master 
showman, fully as extraordinary in his own way as 
his puppet, kept, while I was by, as much as pos- 
sible behind the scenes. The hand and ruffle of the 
French petit-maitre, and the prompter's voice, how- 
ever, were visible and audible enough for me. In plain 
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English^ I suppose it is no news to yoa to hear 
that Mdlle. OTaley is a fool^ and monsieur de 
Connal^ captain 0'Connal> Black Connal, or by 
whatever other alias he is to be called^ is properkf a 
puppy. I am sorry^ my dear boy^ to tell you that 
the fool has let the rogue get hold of the five hun^ 
dred pounds lodged in the bank — so no hopes of your 
commission for three months^ or at the least two 
months^ to come. My dear boy^ your much-lamented 
friend and benefactor (is not that the style ?)^ kin^ 
Comy^ who began^ I thinks by beings years ago> to 
your admiration^ his own tailor^ has ended> I fear, to 
your losSj by being his own lawyer : he has drawn 
his will so that any attorney could drive a coach and 
six through it — so ends ' every man his own lawyer.* 
Forgive me this laughs Harry. By the by^ you^ my 
dear ward^ will be of age in December^ I think — then 
all my legal power of interference ceases. 

" Meantime^ as I know you will be out of spirits 
when you read this, I have some comfort for you and 
myself, which I kept for a bonne-bouche — you will 
never more see lady O'Shane, nor I neither. Ar. 
tides of separation — and I didn't trust myself to be 
my own lawyer — have been signed between us: so I 
shall see her ladyship sail for England this night — 
won't let any one have the pleasure of putting heron 
board but myself — I will see her safe off, and feel 
well assured nothing can tempt her to return— even 
to haunt me — or scold you. This was the business 
which detained me in Dublin — well worth while to 
give up a summer to secure for the rest of one's days 
liberty to lead a bachelor's merry life, which I mean to 
do at Castle Hermitage or elsewhere, now and frooi 
henceforth — ^miss Black in no ways, notwithstand- 
ing. Miss Black, it is but justice to tell you, is now 
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^nnnoed of my conjugal virtues^ and admires my 
patience as much as she used to admire lady O'Shane's* 
She has been very useful to me in arranging my affairs 
in this separation — in consequence, I hare procured a 
commission of the peace for a certain Mr. M'Crule> a 
man whom you may remember to have seen or heard 
at the bottom or comer of the table at Castle Her- 
mitage> one of the CromweUians, a felloe with the 
true draw-down of the mouthy and who speaks^ or 
ttiorts^ through his nose. I have caused him, not 
without some difficulty, to ask miss Black to be his 
helpmate (Lord kelp him and forgive me !) ; and miss 
Black, preferring rather to stay in Ireland and 
become Mrs. M'Grule than to return to England and 
continue companion to lady O'Shane, hath consented 
(who can blame her?) to marry on the spur of the 
occasion — to-morrow — I giving her away — you may 
imagine with what satisfaction. What with mar- 
riages and separations, the business of the nation, my 
bank, my canal, and my coal-mines, you may guess 
my hands have been full of business. Now, all for 
pleasure ! next week I hope to be down enjoying my 
liberty sit Castle Hermitage, where I shall be heartily 
glad to have my dear Harry again. Marcus in Eng- 
land still— the poor Annalys in great distress about 
the son, with whom, I fear, it is all over. No time 
for more. Measure my affection by the length of thisi 
the longest epistle extant in my handwriting. 

" My dear boy, yours ever, 

" Ulick O'Shanb." 



The mixed and crossing emotions which this letter 
was calculated to excite having crossed, and mixed, 
and subsided a little, the predominating feeling was 
expressed by our young hero with sl sigh and this 
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reflection : '^ Two months at the least ! I most wait 
before I can have my commission — two months more 
in idleness the fates have decreed." 

^' That last is a part of the decree that depends on 
yourself, not on the fates. Two months yoii must 
wait, but why in idleness?" said Dr. Cambray. 

The kind and prudent doctor did not press the 
question— ^he was content with its being heard, know- 
ing that it would sink into the mind and produce its 
effect in due season. Accordingly, after some time^ 
after Ormond had exhaled impatience^ and exhausted 
invective, and submitted to necessity, he returned to 
reason with the doctor. One evening, when the doc- 
tor and his family had returned from walkings and as 
the tea-urn was just coming in bubbling and steam- 
ing, Ormond set to work at a corner of the table, at 
the doctor's elbow. 

'^ My dear doctor, suppose I was now to read over 
to you my list of books." 

> " Suppose you were, alid suppose I was to hJl 
asleep," said the doctor. 

^' Not the least likely, sir, when you are to do .any 
thing kind for a friend^may I say friend?" 

*' You may. Come, read on — I am not proof against 
flattery, even at my age— well, read away." 

Ormond began ; but at that moment there drove 
past the windows a travelling chariot and four. 

" Sir Ulick O'Shane, as I live ! " cried Orromid, 
starting up. *' I saw him — ^he nodded to me. Oh ! 
no, impossible— he said he would not come till next 
week — Where's his letter? — What's the date? — 
Could it mean this week ? — ^No, he says next week 
quite plainly — What can be the reason ? " 

A note for Mr. Ormond was brought in, which had 
been left by one of sir Ulick O'Sbane's servants. as 
they went by. 
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" My commission^ after all," cried Harry. " I 
always knew, I always said, that sir Ulick was a good 
friend." 

• " Has ha purchased the commission ? " said Dr. 
Cambray. 

'' He does not actually say so, but that must be 
what his note means," said Ormond. 

^' Means! but what does it say? — May I see it?" 

<' It is written in such a hurry, and in pencil, 
you'll not be able to make it out." 
. The doctor, however, read aloud— 

'^ If Mr. Harry Ormond will inquire at Castle 
Hermitage, he will hear of something to his ad- 
vantage. U. O'Shanb." 

** GK> off this minute," said Mrs. Cambray, '^ and 
inquire at Castle Hermitage what Mr. Harry Ormond 
may hear to his advantage, and let us learn it as soon 
as possible." 

" Thank you, ma'am," said Harry ; and ere the 
words were well uttered, a hundred steps were lost. 

With more than his usual cordiality, sir Ulick 
O'Shane received him, came out into the hal] to meet 
his dear Harry, his own dear boy, to welcome him 
again to Castle Hermitage. 

** We did not expect you, sir, till next week — this 
js a most agreeable surprise. Did not you say " 

'^ No matter what I said — you see what I have 
done," interrupted sir Ulick; 'fand now I must 
introduce you to a niece of mine, whom you have 
never yet seen — lady Norton, a charming, well-bred, 
pleasant little widow, whose husband died, luckily 
for her and me, just when they had run out all their 
large fortune. She is delighted to come to me, and 
is just the thing to do the honours of Castle Her- 
mitage — used to the style; but observe, though she 
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is to rule my roast and my boiled, she is not to rule 
me or my friends-^that is a preliminary, and a spe* 
cial clause for Harry Ormond's being a privileged 
and de la tnaison. Now, my dear feltow> you under* 
stand how the land lies ; and depend upon it, yoaH 
like her, and find her eirery way of greai advanlag^ 
to ytm*' 

So, thought Harry, is this all the advantage I am 
to hear of? 

Sir Uiick led on to the drawing-room, and pre* 
sented him to a fashionable-looking lady, neither 
young nor old, nothing in any respect remarkable. 

''Lady Norton, Harry Ormond — Harry Ormondy 
my niece, lady Norton, who will make this house as 
pleasant to you, and to me, and to all my friends, as it 
has been unpleasant ever since— in short, ever since 
you were out of it, Harry." 

Lady Norton, with gracious smile and well-bred 
courtesy, received Harry in a manner that promised 
the performance of all for which sir Ulick had engaged. 
Tea came; and the conversation went on chiefly 
between sir Ulick and lady Norton on their own 
affairs, about invitations and engagements they had 
made, before they left Dublin, with various persons 
who were coming down to Castle Hermitage. Sir 
Ulick asked, '^ When are the Brudenells to come to 
us, my dear ? — Did you settle with the LasceUes ?— 
and lady Louisa, she must be here with the vioe-regai 
party — arrange that, my dear." 

Lady Norton had settled every thing; she tocdc 
out an elegant memorandum-book, and read the 
arrangements to sir Ulick. Between whiles, sir 
Ulick turned to Ormond and noted the claims of theae 
(lersons to distinction, and as several ladies were 
named, exclaimed, '* Charming woman !— delightlal 
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little creature!— The Darrells ; Harry^ ymi'll like the 
Darrells too J— The Lardners^ all clerer^ pleasant^ 
and odd^ will entertain you amazingly, Harry I— But 
lady Millicent is the woman — ^nothing at all has been 
seen in this country like her ! — most fiucinating I — '» 
Harry, take care of your heart." 

Then, as to the men — this man was clever — and 
the other was quite a hero — and the next the plea- 
santest fellow — and the best sportsman — and there 
wcs'e men of political eminence — men who had dis* 
tinguished themselves on different occasions by cele«i 
brated speeches — and particularly promising rising 
young men, with whom he must make Ormond 
intimately acquainted. Now sir Ulick closed lady 
Norton's book, and taking it from her hand^ said^ 
** I am tiring you, my dear — that's enough for to- 
night — ^we'll settle all the rest to-morrow : you must 
be tired after your journey — I whirled you down 
without mercy — you look fatigued and sleepy." 

Lady Norton said, '' Indeed, she believed she was 
a little tired, and rather sleepy." 

Her uncle begged she would not sit up longer from 
compliment; accordingly, apologizing to Mr. Ormond, 
and '* really much fetigued," she retired. Sir Ulick 
walked up and down the room, meditating for some 
moments, while Harry renewed his intimacy with 
an old dog, who, at every pause in the coxiversation, 
jumping up on him, and squealing with delight, had 
claimed his notice. 

'^'Well, my boy," exclaimed sir Ulick, stopping 
short, *' aren't you a most extraordinary fellow? 
Pray did you get my note ? " 

'*Certainly,sir,and came instantly in consequence." 

" And yet you have never inquired what it is that 
you might hear to your advantage." 
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'a— I thought I had heard it, sir." 
. " Heard it, sir !" repeated sir Ulick : ^' what am 
you mean ? " 

'' Simply, sir, that I thought the advantage you 
alluded to was the introduction you did me just now 
the favour to give me to Lady Norton; you said, her 
being here would be a great advantage to me, and 
that led me to conclude — '. — " 

'^ Well> weU ! you were always a simple good 
fellow*— confiding in my friendship — Continue the 
8ame-*-you will, I am confident. But had you no 
other thought ? " 

" I had," said Harry, *' when first I read your 
note, I had, I own, another thought." 

*' And what might it be ? " 
. " I thought of my commission, sir." 

'* What of vour commission ?" 

" That you had procured it for me, sir." 

'^ Since you ask me, I tell you honestly, that if it 
had been for your interest, I would have purchased 
that commission long ago ; but there is a little secret^ 
apolitical secret, which I could not teU you before 
— those who are behind the scenes cannot always 
speak— I may tell it to you now confidentially, but 
you must not repeat it, especially from me — that 
peace is likely to continue; so the army is out of the 
question." 

•^ Well, sir, if that be the case — you know best." 

*' I do — it is, trust me; and as things have turned 
out — though I could not possibly foresee what has 
happ^ied— every thing is for the best : I have come 
express from town to tell you news that will surprise 
you beyond measure." 

" What can you mean, sir?" 

" Simply, sir, that you are possessed, or soon wiH 
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be possessed of— —But oome^ sit down quietly, and 
is good earnest let me explain to you. You know 
your father's second wife, the Indian woman, the 
gOTernor's mahogany-coloured daughter — she had a 
prodigious fortune, which my. poor Mend, your -father^ 
chose, when dying, to settle upon her, and her Indian 
son; leaving you nothing but what he could not take 
from you, the little paternal estate of three hundred 
pounds a year* Well, it has pleased Heaven to take 
your mahogany-coloured step-mother and your In- 
dian brother out of this world; both carried off 
within a few days of each other by a fever of the 
country — much regretted, I dare say^ in the Bombay 
Gasette, by all who knew them. 

*^ But as neither you nor I had that honour, we 
are not, upon this occasion, called upon for any 
hypocrisy, farther than a black coat, which I have 
ordered for you at my tailor's. Have also noted and 
answered, in conformiiy, the agent's letter of 26th 
July, received yesterday, containing the melancholy 
intelligence: farther, replied to that part of his ]ast> 
whidi requested to know how and- where to transmit 
the property, which, on the Indian mother and 
brother's demise, fidls, by the will of the late captain 
Ormond, to his European son, Harry Ormond, esq., 
now under the guardianship of sir Ulick O'Shane, 
Castle Hermitage, Ireland." 

As he spoke, sir Ulick produced the agent's letter, 
and put it. into his ward's hand, pointing to the 
'' useful passages." Harry, glancing his eye over 
them, understood just enough to be convinced that 
sir Ulick was in earnest, and that he was really heir 
to a very considerable property. ■ 

" Well 1 Harry Ormond, esq.," pursued sir Ulick, 
*' was I wrong, when I told you that if you would 
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inquire at Castle Hermitage you would hear of some^ 
thing to your advantage?" 

. " I hope in Heaven/' said Ormond, " and prt^ to 
Heaven that it may be to my advantage ! — I hope 
neither my head nor my heart may be turned by 
sudden prosperity." 

'* Your heart — Oh ! I'll answer for your hearty mj 
noble fellow/' said sir Ultck; '^but I own you sur* 
prise me by the coolness of head you show." 
' *^ If you'll excuse me/' said Ormond, '^ I must 
run this minute to tell Dr. Cambray and all my 
friends at Vicar's Dale." 

"Certainly — quite right/' said sir Ulick — "I won't 
detain you a moment/' said he — but he still held him 
fast. " I let you go to-night, but you must come to 
me to-morrow." 

" O sir, certainly/' 

" And you will bid adieu to Vicar^s Dale, and 
take up your quarters at Castle Hermitage, with 
your old guardian/' 

'^ Thank you, sir— delightful! But I need not bid 
adieu to Vicar's Dale— ^Aey are so near, I shall see 
them every day/' 

" Of course/' said sir Ulick, biting his lip; " biU 
1 was thinking of something." 

*' Pray," continued sir Ulick, " do you like, a 
gig, a curricle, or a phaeton best, or what carriage 
will you have? there is Tom Darrell's in London 
now, who can bring it over for you. Well, we can 
settle that to-morrow." 

" If you please — thank you, kind sir Ulick — ^how 
can you think so quickly of every thing?" 

" Horses, too — let me see," said sir Ulick, drawing 
Harry back to the fire-place — " Ay, George Beime 
is a judge of horses— he can choose for you, unlest 
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you like to choose for yourself. What colour— black 
or bay?" 

" I declare^ sir, I don't know yet — ^my poor head 
fs in such a state— and the horses happen not to be 
uppermost." 

'^ I protest, Harry, you perfectly astonish me, by 
the sedateness of your mind and manner. You are 
certainly wonderfully formed and improved since I 
saw you last — but, how! in the name of wonder, in 
the Black Islands, how I cannot conceive," said sir 
Ulick. 

*' As to sedateness, you know, sir, since I saw you 
last, I may well be sobered a little, for I have suf- 
fered — not a little," said Harry. 

'^ Suffered! how?" said sir Ulick, leaning his arm 
on the mantel-piece opposite to him, and listening 
cwith an air of sympathy — " suffered ! I was not 
aware -( — " 

'^ You know, sir, I have lost an excellent friend." 

" Poor Corny — ay, my poor cousin, as far as he 
.t^euld, I am sure, he wished to be a friend to you/' 

" He wished to be, and wcu" said Ormond. 

'' It would have been better for him and his 
daughter too," resumed sir Ulick, '' if he had chosen 
you for his son-in-law, instead of the coxcomb to 
whom Dora is going to be married : yet I own, as 
•your guardian, I am well pleased that Dora, though 
•a very pretty girl, is out of your way — you must look 
■higher — she was no match for you." 

^' I am perfectly sensible, sir, that we should never 
have been happy together." 

" You are a very sensible young mani Ormond — 
Tou make me admire you, seriously — I always fore? 
saw what you would be. Ah ! if Marcus — but we'll 
!DOt talk of that now. Terribly dissipated —has ^pent 
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an immensity of money already — but still, when he 
speaks in parliament^ he will make a /igure. Bnt^ 
good b'ye^ good night; I see you are in a hurry to get 
away from me." 

'^ From ywi! Oh! no, sir, you cannot think me 
so ungrateful. I hare not expressed, b^ause I hare 
not words — when I feel much, I never can say aik^ 
thing; yet believe me, sir, I do feel your kindness, 
and all the warm, fatherly interest you have thf6 
night shown that you have for me:-^but I am in a 
hurry to tell my good friends the Cambrays, who I 
know are impatient for my return, and I fear I am 
keeping them up beyond their usual hour." 

''Not at all — besides-^good Heavens! can't they 
sit up a quarter of an hour, if they are so much 
interested? — Stay, you really hurry my Aow wits — 
one thing more I had to say — pray, may I ask to 
which of the miss Cambrays is it that you are «e 
impatient to impart your good fortune?" 

"To both, sir," said Ormond — ''equally." 

" Both ! — you unconscionable dog, polygamy is not 
permitted in these countries— -Both ! no, try again 
for a better answer, though that was no bad one at 
the first blush." 

" I have no other answer to give than the plain 
truth, sir : I am thinking neither of polygamy nor 
even of marriage at present. These young ladies are 
both very amiable^ very handsome, and very agree- 
able; but, in shorty we are not thinking of dne another 
—indeed, I believe they are engaged." 

" Engaged! — Oh! then you have thought about 
these young ladies enough to find that out. WbH, 
this saves your gallantry — good night." 

Sir Ulick had this evening taken a vast deal of 
superfluous pains to sound a mind, which lay open 
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\mhre hiii^> clear to the rery bottom ; but because it 
was 80 cJear^ he could not beiie?e that he saw the 
bottom. He did not much like Dr. Cambray — father 
Jos was right there. Dr. Cambray was one of those 
simple characters which puszled sir Ulick — ^the idea 
of these miss Cambrays, of the possibility of his ward's 
having formed an attachment that might interfere 
with his views, disturbed sir Ulick's rest this night. 
His first operation in the morning was to walk down 
unexpectedly early to Vicar's Dale. He found 
Qrmond with Dr. Cambray, very busy^ examining a 
plan which the doctor had sketched for a new cottage 
for Moriarty*->a mason was standing by, talking of 
sand, lime, and stones. ^'But the young ladies, 
where are they?" sir Ulick asked. 
' Ormond did not know. Mrs. Cambray, who was 
quietly reading, said she supposed they were in their 
gardens; and not in the least suspecting sir Ulick's 
suspicions, she was glad to see him, and gave credit 
to his neighbourly good-will for the earliness of this 
visit, without waiting even for the doctor to pay his 
respects first, as he intended to do at Castle Her- 
mitage. 

''Oh! as to that," sir Ulick said, ''he did not 
intend to live on terms of ceremony with Dr. Cambray 
-—'he was impatient to take the first opportunity of 
thanking the doctor for his attentions to his ward." 

Sir Ulick's quick eye saw on the table in Harry's 
handwriting the list of books to be read. He took it 
up, looked it over, and with a smile asked, " Any 
thoughts of the church, Harry?" 

"No, sir; it would be rather late for me to think of 
the church. I should never prepare myself properly." 

** Besides," said sir Ulick, '^ I have no living in my 
gift; but if," continued he, in a tone of irony, " if, aa^^ 
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I should (^ine from the list I hold in my hsind^ yoii 
look to a college living, my boy — if you are bent upon* 
reading for a fellowship— I don't doubt but with 
Dr. Cambray's assistance^ and with some grinder and 
crammer, we might get you cleverly through all the 
college examinations. And, doctor, if he did not, in 
going through some of the college courses, die of a 
logical indigestion, or a classical fever, or a metaphy- 
sical lethargy, he might shine in the dignity of Trin. 
Coll. Dub.> and, mad Mathesis inspiring, might teach 
eternally how the line A B is equal to the line C D 
— or why |K)or X Y Z are unknown quantities. Ah ! 
my dear boy, think of the pleasure, the glory of 
lecturing classes of ignoramuses, and dunces yet 
unborn !" 

Harry, no way disconcerted, laughed good-hu- 
raouredly with his guardian, and replied, " At pre* 
sent, sir, my ambition reaches no farther than to 
escape myself from the class of dunces and ignora- 
muses. I am conscious that at present I am very 
deficient." 

" In what, my dear boy? — To make your com- 
plaint English, you must say deficient in some thing 
or other^~*tis an Jricism to say in general that you 
are vert^ deficient," 

'' There is one of my particular deficiencies then 
you see^ sir — I am deficient in English." 

'' You are not deficient in temper, I am sure,** 
said sir Ulick: ^'come, come, you may be tolerably 
well contented with yourself." , 

'' Ignorant as I am ! — ^No," said Ormond, " I will 
never sit down content in ignorance, ^ow that I 
have the fortune of a gentleman, it would be so much 
the more conspicuous, more scandalous — ^now that I 
have every way the means, I will, by the blesaing of 
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HefiF^n^ and witb the help of kind friends^ iiiskke 

Biyself something jii<n% and something better than 

lam." 

• '^ Gad ! you. are a fine fellow, Harry Ormond," 

cried sir Ulick: " I remember having once, at your 

age, such feelings and notions myself." 

'' Very unlike the first thoughts and feelings many 
young men would have on coming into unexpected 
possession of a fortune," said Dr. Cambray. 

"True," said sir Ulick, "and we must keep his 
eounsely that he may not be dubbed a quiz — not a 
word of this sort, Harry, for the Darrells, the Lard* 
ncrs, or the Dartfords." 

" I don't care whether they dub me a quiz or not," 
said Harry, hastily: ^^ what are Darrells, Lardners, 
Q|; Dartfords to me?" 

They are something to me" said sir Ulick. 
Oh ! I beg pardon, sir — I didn't know that*— that 
makes it quite another affair." 

" And Harry, as you are to meet these young men> 
I thought it well to try how you could bear to be 
laughed at — I have tried you in tliis very conversa- 
tion, and found you, to my infinite satisfaction, 
ridicule proqf— better than even bullet proof'— much 
better. No danger that a young man of spirit should 
be bullied out of his opinion and principles, but great 
danger that he might be laughed out of them — and 1 
rejoice, my dear ward, to see that you are safe from 
this peril." 

Benevolent pleasure shone in Dr. Cambray 's coun- 
tenance, when he heard sir Ulick speak in this 
manner. 

" You will dine with us. Dr. Cambray ? " said sir 
Ulick. "Harry, you will riot forget Castle Her- 
initage.^" 
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" Yatfgti Castle Hermitage ! as if I c<mld^ wbere I 
spent my happy childhood— that paradise^ as it seemed 
to me the first time — when, a poor little orphain boy, 
I was brought from my smoky cabin. I remember 
the day as well as if it was this moment — when yoa 
took me by the hand, and led me in, and I ckug to 
you." 

^^ Cling to me still! cHng to me erer," interrupted 
sir Ulick, *^ and I will nerer fiail yoo*— izo, never/* 
repeated he,, grasping Harry's hand^ and looking upon 
him with an emotion of affection, strongly felt, and 
therefore strongly expressed. 

" To be sure I will," said Harry. 

^' And I hope," added sir Ulick, recovering tiie 
gaiety of his tone, "th&t^t Castle Hermitage a para- 
dise will open for your youth as it opened for your 
childhood." 

Mrs. Cambray put in a word of hope and fear about 
Vicar's Dale. To which Ormond answered, ** Never 
fear, Mrs. Cambray^-trust me — ^I know my own 
interest too well." 

. Sir Ulick turning again as he was leaving the 
room, said with an air of frank liberality, ** We'll 
settle that at once — we'll divide Harry between u» — 
or we'll divide his day thus: the mornings I leave 
you to your friends and studies for an hour or two 
Harry, in this Vale of Eden — the rest of the day we 
must have you — men and books best mixed — see 
Bacon, and see every clever man that ever wrote or 
spoke. So here," added sir Ulick, pointing to a map 
of history, which lay on the table, ^^you will bi^e 
The Stream of Time, and with us Le Courani dm 
Jour." 

Sir Ulick departed. During the wholfe of this 
conversation, and of that of the preceding nighty 
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#hile he seemed to be talking at random of dif- 
ferent things, uaeoonected and of opposite sorts, he 
had carefully attended to one objeet. €k)ing round 
the whole circle of human motives — love, ambition, 
interest, ease, pleasure, he had made accurate observa* 
tion on his ward's mind; and reversing the order, 
he went round another way, and repeated and cor« 
rected his observations. The points he had strongly 
noted for practical use were, that for retaining in-» 
Huence over his ward, be must depend not upon in-* 
tcrested motives of any kind, nor upon the force of 
authority or precedent, nor yet on the power of ridi- 
cule, but principally upon feelings of honour, gra« 
titude, and generosity. Harry now no longer crossed 
amy of his projects, but was become himself the mean^ 
of carrying man y into execution. The plan of a match 
6>r Marcus with miss Annaly was entirely at an end«^ 
That young lady had given a decided refusal; and 
some circumstances, which we cannot here stop te 
explain, rendered Marcus and his father easy under 
that disappointment. No jealousy or competition 
existing, therefore, any longer between his iBon and 
ward, sir Ulick's affection for Ormond returned in 
foil tide; nor did he reproach himself for having 
banished Harry from Castle Hermitage, or for having 
formerly neglected, and almost forgotten, him for two 
or three years. Sir Ulidc took the matter up just as 
easily as he had laid it down — ^be now looked on 
Harry not as the youth whom he fa&d deserted, but as 
the orphan boy whom he had cherished in adversity, 
and whom he had a consequent right to produce and 
patronize in prosperity. Beyond, or beneath all this, 
there was another reason why sir Ulick took so much 
pains, and felt so much anxiety, to establish his 
influence over his ward. This reason cannot yet ba 
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mentioned -^he httd hardlf rerealed it to himself— it 
was deep down in his soul — to he or not to be — as 
circumstance8> time^ and the hour> should decide. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

After having lived so long in retirement^ our 
young hero^ when he was to go into company again, 
had many fears that his manners would appear rustic 
and unfashioned. With all these apprehensions as 
to his manners, there was mized a large proportion of 
pride of character, which tended rather to increase 
than to diminish his apparent timidity. He dreaded 
that people would value him, or think that he valued 
himself, for his newly acquired fortune, instead of his 
good qualities: he feared that he should he flattered; 
and he feared that he should like flattery. In the 
midst of all these various and contradictory appre- 
hensions, he would i)erhaps have been awkward and 
miserable, had he been introduced into society by one 
who had less knowledge of the world, or less know«t 
ledge of the human heart, than sir Ulick O'Shane 
possessed. Sir Ulick treated him as if he had alwaj!s 
lived in good company. Without presupposing any 
ignorance, he at the same time took care to warn him 
of any etiquette, or modern fashion, so that no one 
should perceive the warning but themselves. He 
neither oflended Ormond's pride by seeming to patro- 
nize or produce him, nor did he let his timidity suffer 
from uncertainty or neglect. Ormond's fortune was 
never adverted to, in any way that could hurt his 
desire to be valued for his own sake; but he was made 
to feel that it was a part, and a very agreeable part, 
of his personal merit. Managed in this kind and 
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skilful manner, he became perfectly at ease and happy. 
His spirits rose, and he enjoyed every thing with the 
warmth of youth, and with the enthusiasm of his 
natural character. 

The first evening that ^' the earthly paradise" of 
Castle Hermitage re*opened upon his view, he was 
presented to all the well-dressed well-bred belles.^ 
Black, brown, and fair, for the first hour appeared to 
him all beauttfiil. His guardian standing apart, and- 
seeming to listen to a castle secretary, who was whis- 
pering to him of state affairs, observed all that waai 
l^assing. 

Contrary to his guardian's expectations, however, 
Ormond was the next morning faithful to his resolu- 
tion, and did not appear among the angels at the. 
breakfast^table at Castle Hermitage. '^It won't last 
a good week," said sir Ulick to himself. But that 
gobd week and the next it lasted. Harry's studies,> 
to be sure, were sometimes interrupted by floating 
visions of the miss Darrells, Dartfords, and Lardners. 
He every now and then sung bits of their songs, re- 
peated their bon-mots, and from time to time laying 
down his book, started up and practised quadrille 
steps, to refresh himself, and increase his attention. 
His representations of all he saw and heard at Castle 
Hermitage, and his frank and natural description of 
the impression that every thing and every body made 
upon him, were amusing and interesting to his friends 
at Vicar's Dale. It was not by satire that he amused 
them, but by simplicity mixed with humour and good 
s^ise^good sense sometimes half opening his eyes> 
and humour describing what he saw with those eyes, 
half open, half shut. 

" Pray what sort of people are the Darrells and 
Dartfords ? " said Mrs. Cambray. 
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'' Oh ! delightful — ^the girls espedalljr — sing like 
angeW 

^' Well, the ladies I know are all angels with yoa 
at present — that you have told us seyeral times." 

*' It's really true, I believe — at least as &r as I can 
see : but you know I have not had time to see farther 
than the outside yet." 

** The gentlemen,- however—*! suppose you have 
seen the inside of some of them ? " 

** Certainly — those who have any thing inside of 
them — Dartford, for instance." 

'^ Well, Mr. Dartford, he is the man sir Ulick said 
was so clever." 

*' Very clever — he is^— I suppose, though I don't 
really recollect any thing remarkable that I have heard 
him say. But the wit must be in him — and he lets 
out a good deal of his opinions— ^f his opinion of him- 
self a little too much. But he is much admired." 

« And Mr. Darrell— ^hat of him ? " 

'^ Very fashionable. But indeed all I know about 
him is, that his dress is quite the things and that he 
knows more about dishes and cooks than I could have 
conceived any man upon earth of his age could know 
— but they say it's the fashion — he is very fashionable, 
I hear." 

*' But is he conceited ?" 

** Why, I do not know — his manner might appear 
a little conceited-— but in reality he must be wonder- 
fully humble— for he certainly values his horses fxt 
above himself — and then he is quite content if his 
boot-tops are admired. By the by, there is ^fammu 
invaluable receipt he has for polishing those boot- 
tops, which is to make quite another man of me— 4f 
I don't forget to put him in mind about it.*' 

" And Mr. Lardner ? " 
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'^ oil 1 a pleasant young man— has so many good 
songs, and good stories^ and is so good-natured in 
l«peating them. But I hope people won't make him 
repeat them too ofiten^ for I can conoei?e one might 
be tired — in time." 

During the course of the first three weeks, Harry 
was three times in imminent danger of £edling in love 
-—first, with the beautiful, and beautifiilly dressed, 
miss Darrell, who danced, sung, played, rode, did 
every thing charmingly, and was universally admired. 
She was remarkably good-humoured, even when some 
of her companions were rather cross. Miss Darrell 
reigned queen, of the day, and queen of the ball, for 
three days and three nights, unrivalled in our young 
hero'seyes ; but on the fourth night, Ormond chancing 
to praise the fine shape of one of her very dear friends, 
miss Darrell whispered, '^ She owes that fine shape 
to a finely padded corset. Oh ! I am clear of what I 
tell you — she is my intimate friend." 

From that moment Ormond was cured of all desire 
to be the intimate friend of this fair lady* The 
second peerless damsel, whose praises he sounded to 
Dr, Cambray between the fits of reading Middleton's 
Cicero, was miss £liza Darrell, the youngest of the 
three sisters : she was not yet come out, though in 
the mean time, allowed to appear at Castle Her- 
mitage ; and she was so naive, and so timid, and so 
very bashful, that sir Ulick was forced always to 
bring her into the room leaning on his arm ;— she 
could really hardly walk into a room— and if any 
body looked at her, she was so much distressed — ^and 
there were such pretty confusions and retreatings, 
and such a manoeuvring to get to the side-table every 
day, and " sir Ulick so terribly determined it should 
not be.*' It was all. naturally acted> and by a young 
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pretty actress. Ormonde used only to the gross affec- 
tation of Dora> did not suspect that there was any 
affectation in the case. He pitied her so much, that 
•sir UJick was certain *' love was in the next degree." 
Of this the young lady herself was still more secure ; 
and in her security she forgot some of her graceful 
timidity. It happened that, in standing up for country 
•dances one nighty some dispute about precedency 
occurred. Miss Eliza Darrell was the honourable miss 
Eliza Darrell ; and some young lady^ who was not 
honourable^ in contempt^ defiance^ neglect, or igno- 
rance^ stood above her. The timid Eliza remonstrated 
in no very gentle voice, and the colour came into hel* 
face — ^* the eloquent blood spoke" too plainly. She! 
•^the gentle Eliza ! — pushed for her place, and with 
her honourable elbows made way for herself; for what 
will not even well-bred belles do in a crowd? Un- 
fortunately, well-bred beaux are bound to support 
them. Ormond- was on the point of being drawn 
into a quarrel with the partner of the offending party, 
when sir Uliek appearing in the midst, and not seem- 
ing to know that any thing was going wrong, broke 
up the intended set of country dances, by insisting 
upon it that the miss Darrells had promised him a 
quadrille, and that they must dance it then, as there 
was but just time before supper. Harry, who had 
seen how little his safety was in the eye of the gentle 
Eliza, in comparison with the m^st trifling point of 
her offended pride, was determined in future not to 
expose himself to similar danger. 

The next young lady who took his fancy was of 
course as unlike the last as possible : she was one 
of the remarkably pleasant, sprightly, clever, moat 
agreeable miss Lardners. She did not interest him 
much^ but she amused bini exceedingly. Her sister 
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bad one day said to faer^ ''Anne, you can't be pretty, 
80 you had better be odd." Anne took the advice, 
set up for being odd, and succeeded. She was a mimic, 
a wit, and very satirical ; and as long as the satire 
touched only those for whom he did not care, Ormond 
was extremely diverted. He did not think it quite 
feminine or amiable, but still it was entertaining: 
there was also something flattering in being exempted 
from this general reprobation and ridicule. Miss 
Lardner was intolerant of all insipid people— ^/Za/«i 
as she called them. How far Ormond might have 
been drawn on by this laughing, talking, satirical, 
flattering wit, there is no saying ; but luckily they 
fell out one evening about old lady Annaly. Miss 
Lardner was not aware that Ormond knew, much less 
could she have conceived, that he liked, her ladyship. 
Miss Lardner was mimicking her, for the amusement 
of a set of young ladies who were standing round 
the Are after dinner, when Harry Ormond came in : 
he was hot quite as much diverted as she expected. • 
<• '' Mr. Ormond does not know the original — the 
copy is lost upon him," said miss Lardner; ''and 
happy it is for you," continued she, turning to him, 
" that you do not know her, for lady Annaly is as 
stifi^ and tiresome an original as ever was seen or 
heard of; — and the worst of it is, she is an original 
without originality." 

" Lady Annaly!" cried Ormond, with surprise, 
" surely not the lady Annaly I know." 

" There's but one that I know of— Heaven forbid 
that there were two ! But! beg your pardon, Mr. 
Ormond, if she is a friend of yours — I humbly beg 
your forgiveness — I did not know your taste was so 
ven/ good ! — Lady Annaly is a fine old lady, certainly 
<p- vastly respectable; and I so far agree with Mr* 
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Ormood, that of the two paragons^ mother aai 
daughter^ I prefer the mother. Paragons in theup 
teens are insufferable: — patterns of perfection arc 
good for nothing in society, except to be torn to 
pieceSi" 

Miss Lardner pursued this diversion of tearing 
them to pieces, still flattering herself that her present 
wit and droUerjr would prerail with Orm(Mtid, as i9he 
had found it prevail with most people against an 
absent friend* But Ormond thought upon this OGca* 
sion she showed more flippancy than wit, and more 
ill-nature than humour. He was shocked at the 
want of feeling and reverence for age with whic^ she, 
a young girl just entering into the wwld, spoke of a 
person of lady Annaly'a years and high character. In 
the heat of attack, and An her ei^mess to carry her 
point against the Annalys, the young lady, .according 
to custom, proceeded from sarcasm to scandal. £very 
ill-natured report she had ever beard against any of 
the family she now repeated iRith exaggeration and 
asseverations— vehement in proportion' to the weak- 
ness of proof. She asserted that lady Annaly, witb 
all her high character, waa very hard-hearted to some 
of her nearest family connexions* Sweet lady Milli- 
cent ! — Oh ! how barbarously ahe . used her !— Miss 
Annaly too she attacked, as a cold-blooded jilt. If 
the truth must be told, she had actually broken the 
heart of a young nobleman, who was fool, enough to 
be taken in h^ her sort of manner : and the son, the 
famous sir Herbert Annaly I he was an absolute 
miser : miss Lardner declared ;that she knew from 
the best authority most shameful instances of his 
shabbiness. 

The instances were stated, but Ormond could not 
believe these stories; and what was more, he begaoi 
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to doubt the good faith of the person by whom they 
were related. He suspected that she uttered these 
danders knowing* them to be false. 

Miss Lardner observing that Ormond made no 
farther defence, but now stood silent, and with down- 
cast eyes, flattered herself that she had completely 
triumphed. Changing the subject, she would have 
resumed with him her familiar, playful tone; but all 
chance of her ever triumphing over Ormond's head 
or heart was now at an end : so finished the third of 
his three weeVs' Jancies, Such evanescent fancies 
would not have been worth mentioning, but for the 
effect produced on his mind ; though they left scarcely 
any individual traces, they made a general and useful 
impression. They produced a permanent contempt 
for scandal, that common vice of idle society. He 
determined to guard against it cautiously himself ; 
and ever after, when he saw a disposition to it in any 
woman, however highly-bred, highly-accomplished, 
or highly-gifted, he considered her as a person of 
mean mind, with whom he could never form any con- 
nexion of friendship or love. 

The Lardners, Darrells, Dartfords, vanished, and 
new figures were to appear in the magic lantern at 
Castle Hermitage. Sir Ulick thought a few pre- 
liminary observations necessary to his ward. His 
opinion of Ormond's capacity and steadiness had 
considerably diminished, in consequence of his 
various mistakes of character, and sudden changes of 
opinion; for sir Ulick, with all his abilities, did not 
discriminate between want of understanding and want 
of practice. Besides, he did not see the whole : he 
saw the outward boyish folly — ^he did not see the in«r 
ward manly sense ; he judged Ormond by a false 
standard, by comparison with the young men of the 
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world of his own age. He knew that none of these, 
even of moderate capacity^ couM have been three 
times in three^ weeks so near being taken tn^^not one 
would have made the sort of blunders^ nnicfa less 
would any one, having made them^ have acknow- 
ledged them as frankly as Ormond did. It wa» this 
impnidefU candour which lowered him most in his 
guardian's estimation. From not having lived in 
society, Harry was not aware of the signs and tokens 
of folly or wisdom by which the world judge; the 
opinion of the bystanders had not habitual power 
over him. While the worldly young men guarded 
themselves with circumspect self-love against every 
external appearance of folly> Harry was completely 
unguarded: they lived cheaply upon borrowed wis^ 
dom; he p*ofited dearly> but permanently^ by his 
own experience. 

*' My dear boy," said sir Ulick, " are you aware 
that his excellency the lord-lieutenant is coming to 
Castle Hermitage to-morrow?" 

"Yes, sir; so I heard you say," replied Harry. 
" What sort of a man is he?" 

*' Mow/" repeated sir Ulick, smiling. "In the 
first place, he is a very great man^ and may be of 
great service to you." 

" How so, sir ? I don't want any thing from him. 
Now I have a good fortune of my own^ what can I 
want from any man — or if I must not say fnan, any 
great man ? " 

" My dear Harry, though a man's fortune is good, 
it may be better for pushing it." 

" And worse, may it not, sir ? Did not I hear you 
speaking last night of lord somebody, who had been 
pushing his fortune all his life^ and died penny- 
less?" 



/'True, because be pushed ill; if be bad pushed 
irell> be would bare got into a good place." 
. ''I thank Heaven, I can get that now without 
any pushing." 

^' You can ! — yes, by my interest perhaps you 
pean." 

'^ No; by my own money, I mean.** 

'^Bribery and corruption! Harry. Places are 
not in this country to be bought— -openly — ^these are 
things one must not talk of: and pray, with your 
own money — ^if you could — what pkice upon earth 
would you purchase ? " 

'' The only place In the world I should wish for, 
sir, would be a place in the country." 

Sir Ulick was surprised and alarmed ; but said not 
a word that could betray his feelings. 

''A place of my own," continued Ormond, '^a 
eomfortable house and estate, on which I could live 
independently and happily, with some charming 
amiable woman." 

'^ Darrell, Dartford, Lardner, which?" said sir 
Ulick, with a sarcastic smile. 
' ^' I am cured of these foolish fancies, dr." 
.. ''Well, there is another more dangerous might 
seize you, against which I must warn you, and I 
trust one word of advice yoii will not take amiss." 

'' Sir, I am very much obliged to you: how could 
I take advice from you as any thing but a proof of 
friendship ? " 

''Then, my dear boy, I must tell you, in con- 

Jtdence, what you will ^nd out the first night you 

are in his company, that his excellency drinks hard." 

" No danger of my following his example," said 
Harry. " Thank you, sir, for the warning; but I 
am si^ne enough of myself on this point, because I 
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faa^e been tried — and when I would not drink to 
please my own dear king Corny, there is not much 
danger of my drinking to please a lord lieutenant^ 
who, after all, is nothing to me." 

" After all/' said sir Ulick; " but you are not 
come to after all yet — you know nothing about h«t 
excellency yet." 

^ *' Nothing but what you have told me, sir: if he 
drinks hard, I think he sets no very good exam]^ 
as a lord lieutenant of Ireland." 

''What oft was thought, perhaps, but ne'er so 
bluntly expressed," said sir Ulick. 

Sir Ulick was afterwards surprised to see the 
firmness with which his ward, when in company 
with persons of the first rank and fashion, resisted 
the combined force of example, importunity, and 
ridicule. Dr. Cambray was pleased, but not sur- 
prised; for he had seen in his young friend other 
instances of this adherence to whatever he had once 
been convinced was right. Resolution is a quality or 
power of mind totally independent of knowledge of 
the world. The habit of self-control can be acquired 
by any individual, in any situation. Ormond had 
practised and strengthened it even in the retirement 
of the Black Islands. 

Other and far more dangerous trials were now 
preparing for him ; but before we go on to these, it 
may be expected that we should not pass over in 
silence the yice-regal visit — and yet what can we say 
about it ? All that Ormond could say was, that '' he 
supposed it was a great honour, but it was no great 
pleasure." The mornings, two out of ^ve, being 
rainy, hung very heavily on hands in spite of the 
billiard-room. Fine weather, riding, shooting, or 
boating, killed time well enough till dinner; and 



OBHOND. 229 

Harry said he liked this part of the business exceed- 
ingly^ till he found that some great men were very 
cross if they did not shoot as many little birds as he 
did. Then came dinner^ the great point of relief and 
reunion ! — and there had been late dinners^ and long 
dinners, and great dinners, fine plate^ good dishes, 
and plenty of wine, but a dearth of conversation — the 
natural topics chained up by etiquette. One half ef 
the people at table were too prudent, the other half 
too stupid, to talk. Sir Ulick talked away indeed; but 
even he was not half so entertaining as usual, because 
he was forced to bring down his wit and humour to 
court quality. In short, till the company had drank 
a certain quantity of wine, nothing was said worth 
repeating, and afterwards nothing repeatable. 

After the vice- regal raree show was over, and that 
the grand folk had been properly bowed into their 
carriages, and had fairly driven away, there was some 
diversion to be had. People without yawning seemed 
to recover from a dead sleep; the state of the atmo- 
q)here was changed ; there was a happy thaw ; the 
frozen words and bits and ends of conversations were 
repeated in delightful confusion. The men of wit, 
in revenge for their prudent silence, were now happy 
and noisy beyond measure. Ormond was much en- 
tertained: he had an opportunity of being not only 
amused but instructed by conversation, for all the 
great dealers in information, who had kept up their 
goods whiJe there was no market, now that there was 
a demand, unpacked, and brought them out in pro- 
fusion. There was such a rich supply, and such a 
quick and happy intercourse of wit and knowledge, 
as quite delighted, almost dazzled, his eyes ; but his 
eyes were strong. He had a mind untainted with 
envy^ highly capable of emulation. Much was indeed 
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beyond^ or abore^ the reach of Bis present poweiV; 
but nothing was beyond his generous admiration*-* 
nothing above his future hopes of attainment. The 
effect, and more than the effect, which sir Ulick had 
foreseen, was produced on Ormond's mind by hearing 
the conversation of some of those who had distin* 
guished themselves in political life; he caught their 
spirit — their ambition: his wish was no longer merely 
to see the world, but to distinguish himself in it. 
His guardian saw the noble ambition rising in his 
mind. Oh ! at that instant, how could he think of 
debasing it to servile purposes— -of working this great 
power only for paltry party endsP 



CHAPTER XX. 

New circumstances arose, which unesqiectedly 
changed the course of our hero's mind. There was 
a certain lady Millicent, whose name lady Norton 
had read from her memorandum -book among the list 
of guests expected at Castle Hermitage. Sir Ulickj 
as Ormond recollected^ had pronounced her to be a 
charming, elegant, fascinating creature. Sir Uliek's 
praise was sometimes exaggerated, and often lavished 
from party motives, or given half in jest and half in 
earnest, against his conscience. But when he di4 
«peak sincerely, no man's taste ok judgment as to 
female beauty, manners^ and diaracter, could be mons 
safely trusted. 

He was sincere in all he said of lady Millicent's 
appearance and manners; but as to the rest, he did 
not think himself bound to tell all he knew about her. 

Her ladyship arrived at Castle Hermitage. Or- 
mond saw her, and thought that his guardian had 
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in the least exaggerated a$ to her beauty; grace^ or 
elegance. 

She was a very young widow> still in mourning fo|r 
her husband^ a gallant officer, who had fallen the 
preceding year at a siege in Flanders. 

Lady Millicent^ as lady Norton said^ had not 
recovered^ and she feared never would recover^ from 
the shock her health had received at the time of her 
husband's death. This account interested Ormond 
exceedingly for the young widow. 

There was something peculiarly engaging in the 
pensive softness and modesty of her manner. It 
appeared free from affectation. Far from making any 
display of her feelings^ she seemed as much as possible 
to repress them^ and to endeavour to be cheerful^ 
that she might not damp the gaiety of others. Her 
natural disposition^ lady Norton said^ was very 
jsprightly; and however passive and subdued she 
might appear at present, she was of a high inde- 
pendent spirit, that would, on any great occasion, 
think and act for itself. Better and better— each 
trait suited Ormond's character more and more: his 
own observation confirmed the high opinion which 
■the praises of her friend tended to inspire. Ormond 
was particularly pleased with the indulgent manner 
in which lady Millicent spoke of her own sex; she 
was free from that propensity to detraction which 
had so disgusted him in his last love. £ven of 
those by whom, as it had been hinted to him, she had 
been hardly treated, she spoke with gentleness and 
Candour. Recollecting miss Lardner*s assertion, that 
" lady Annaly had used lady Millicent barbai'ously," 
he purposely mentioned lady Annaly, to hear what 
she would say. '^Lady Annaly," said she, ''is ^ 
.9i06t respectable woman-^she has her prejudices-— 
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who is there that has not? — It is unfortunate for 
me that she has heen prepossessed against me. She 
is one of my nearest connexions by marriage— one to 
whom I might have looked in difficulty and distress 
— one of the few persons whose assistance and inter- 
ference I would willingly have accepted^ and would 

even have stooped to ask; but unhappily 1 can 

tell you no more/' said she^ checking herself: ''it is 
every way an unfortunate affair; and/' added she^ 
after a deep sigh^ *' the most unfortunate part of it 
is, that it is my own fault." 

That Ormond could hardly believe ; and whether 
it were or not, whatever the unfortunate affair might 
l>e, the candour, the gentleness, with which she 
spoke, even when her feelings were obviously touched 
and warm, interested him deeply in her favour. He 
had heard that the Annalys were just returning to 
Ireland, and he determined to go as soon as possible 
to see them : he hoped they would come to Castle 
Hermitage, and that this coolness might be made up. 
Meantime the more he saw of lady Millicent, the 
more he was charmed with her. Sir Ulick was much 
engaged with various business in the mornings^ and 
lady Norton, lady Millicent, and Ormond, spent their 
time together: walking, driving in the sociable, or 
boating on the lake, they were continually together. 
Lady Norton, a very good kind of well-bred little 
woman, was a nonentity in conversation; but she 
never interrupted it, nor laid the slighest restraint 
on any one by her presence, which, indeed, was 
usually forgotten by Ormond. His conversation with 
lady Millicent generally took a sentimental turn. 
She did not always speak sense^ but she talked 
elegant nonsense with a sweet persuasive voice and 
eloquent eyes: hers was a kind of exalted sentimental 
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morality, referring erery thing to feeling, and to the 
notion of sacrifice, rather than to a sense of duty, 
principle, or reason. She was all for sensibility imd 
Enthusiasm — enthusiasm in particular — ^with her 
lliere was no virtue without it. Acting from the 
hope of making yourself or others happy, or from 
any view of utility, was acting merely from low 
selfish motives. Her *^ point of virtue was so high, 
that ordinary mortals might well console themselves 
by perceiving the impossibility of ever reaching it." 
Exalted to the clouds, she managed matters as she 
pleased there, and made charming confusion. When 
she condescended to return to earth, and attempted 
to define — ^no, not to define^-definitions were death 
io her imagination ! — but to describe her notions, she 
was nearly unintelligible. She declared, however, 
that she understood herself perfectly well; and 
Ormond, deceived by eloquence, of which he was a 
passionate admirer, thought that he understood, 
when he only felt. Her ideas of virtue were carried 
to such extremes, that they touched the opposite 
vices — in truth, there was nothing to prevent them ; 
for the line between right and wrong, that line which 
should be strongly marked, was effaced : so delicately 
had sentiment shaded off its boundaries. These female 
metaphysics, this character of exalted imagination and 
sensitive softness, was not quite so cheap and common 
some years ago as it has lately become. The conse* 
quences to which it practically leads were not then 
fully foreseen and understood. At all times a man 
experienced in female character, who had any know- 
ledge of the world, even supposing he had no skill in 
metaphysics, would easily have seen to what all this 
tends, and where it usually terminates; and such a 
man would never have thought of marrying lady 
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Milliceiit. Bat Ormond was inexperienced: tbe 
whole^ matter and manner^ was new to him ; he was 
struck with the delicacy and sensibility of the fair 
AOphist^ and with all that was ingenious and plausible 
in the doctrine, instead of being alarmed by its dan- 
gerous tendency. It should be observed, in justice 
to lady Millicent, that she was perfectly sincere-— 
if we may use the expression of good faith in 
absurdities. She did not use this sentimental 
sophistry, as it has since been too often employed 
by many, to veil from themselres the criminality of 
passion, or to mark the deformity of vice : there waa^ 
perhaps, the more immediate hazard of her erring 
from ignorance and rashness; but there was also in 
her youth and innocence a chance that she might 
instinctively start back the moment she should see 
the precipice. 

One evening sir Ulick was talking of lord Chester^ 
field's Letters, a book at that time much in vogue, 
but which the good sense and virtue of England soon 
i:ast into disrepute; and which, in spite of the charms 
of wit and style, in spite of many sparkling and some 
valuable observations mixed with its corruption, has 
since sunk, fortunately for the nation, almost into 
oblivion. But when these private letters were first 
published, and when my lord, who now appears so 
stiff and awkward, was in the fashion of the day, 
there was no withstanding it. The book was a 
manual of education — with the vain hope of getting 
cheaply second-hand knowledge of the world, it was 
read universally by every young man entering lifi^ 
from the nobleman's son, while his hair was powder* 
ing, to the prentice thumbing it surreptitiously 
behind the counter. Sir Ulick O'Shane, of course^ 
recommended.it to his ward: to lady Millicent'f 
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credit^ she inveighed against it with honest indig* 
nation. 

''What!" said sir Ulick, smiling^ '' you are shocked 
at the idea of lord Chesterfield's advising his pupil 
at Paris to prefer a reputable affair vFith a married 
woman> to a disreputable intrigue with an opera girl! 
Well, 1 believe you are right as an Englishwoman^ 
zny dear lady Millicent; and I am dear, at all events, 
that you are right, as a woman, to blush so elo* 
quentJy with virtuous indignation: — lady Annaly 
herself could not have spoken and looked the thing 
better." 

'' So I was just thinking," said Ormond. 

'' Only the difference, Harry, between a young 
and an elderly woman," said sir Ulick. " Truths 
divine come mended from the lips of youth and 
beauty." 

His compliment was lost upon lady Millicent. At 
the first mention of lady Annaly's name she had 
sighed deeply, and had fallen into reverie — and 
Ormond, as he looked at her, fell into raptures at 
the tender expression of her countenance. Sir Ulick 
tapped him on the shoulder, and drawing him a little 
on one side, '' Take care of your heart, young man/' 
whispered he: '^ no serious attachment here — ^remem** 
her, I warn you." Lady Norton joined them, and 
nothing more was said. 

" Take care of my heart," thought Ormond : 
^'why should I guard it against such a woman F — 
what better can I do with it than offer it to such a 
woman?" 

A thought had crossed Ormond's mind which 
recurred at this instant. From the great admiration 
air Ulick expressed for lady Millicent, and the con* 
stant attention — more than gallant — tender attentioifi 
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which sirUlick paid her^Ormond was persuaded that, 
but for that half of the broken chain of matrimony 
which still encumbered him whom it could not bind, 
sir Ulick would be very glad to offer lady Millicent 
not only his heart but his hand. Suspecting this 
partiality, and imagining a latent jealousy, Ormond 
did not quite like to consult his guardian about his 
own sentiments and proceedings. He wished pre- 
viously to consult his impartial and most safe friend. 
Dr. Cambray. But Dr. Cambray had been absent 
from home ever since the arrival of lady Millicent. 
The doctor and his family had been on a visit to a 
relation at a distance. Ormond, impatient for their 
return, had every day questioned the curate; and at 
last, in reply to his regular question of " When do 
you expect the doctor, sir?" he heard the glad tidings 
of ^^We expect him to-morrow, or next day, sir, 
positively." 

The next day, Ormond, who was now master of a 
very elegant phaeton and beautiful gray horses, and, 
having for some time been under the tuition of that 
knowing whip Tom Darrell, could now drive to 
admiration, prevailed upon lady Millicent to trust 
herself with him in his phaeton — sir Ulick came up 
Just as Ormond had handed lady Millicent into the 
carriage, and, pressing on his ward's shoulder, said, 
*' Have you the reins safe?" 

*'Yes." 

•' That's well — remember now, Harry Ormond,** 
said he, with a look which* gave a double meaning to 
his words, " remember, I charge you, the warning I 
gave you last night — drive carefully — pray, young 
sir, look before you— no rashness! — young horses 
these," added he, patting the horses — " pray be care* 
ful, Harry." 
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OnAond promised to be very careful, and dro^e off. 

''1 suppose/' thought he, '^ my guardian must have 
some good reason for this reiterated caution; I will 
not let her see my sentiments till I know his reasons; 
besides, as Dr. Cambray returns to-morrow, I cait 
wait another day." 

Accordingly, though not without putting consider- 
able restraint upon himself, Ormond talked of the 
beauties of nature, and of indifferent matters. The 
conversation rather flagged, and sometimes on her 
ladyship's side as well as on his. He fancied that 
she was more reserved than usual, and a little 
embarrassed. He exerted himself to entertain her 
— that was but common civility; — he succeeded, was 
pleased to see her spirits rise, and her embarrassment 
wear off. When she revived, her manner was this 
day so peculiarly engaging, and the tones of her voice 
so soft and winning, that it required all Ormond's 
resolution to refrain from declaring his passion. 
Now, for the first time, he conceived a hope that he 
might make himself agreeable to her; that he might, 
in time, soothe her grief, and restore lier to happiness* 
Her expressions were all delicately careful to imply 
nothing but friendship — ^but a woman's friendship 
insensibly leads to love. As they were returning 
home after a delightful drive, they entered upon this 
subject, so favourable to the nice casuistry of senti- 
ment, and to the enthusiastic eloquence of passion — 
when, at an opening in the road, a carriage crossed 
them so suddenly, that Ormond had but just time to 
pull Up his horses. 

" Dr. Cambray, I declare: the very man I wished 
to see." 

The doctor, whose countenance had been full of 
affectionate pleasure at the first sight of his young 
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friend^ changed when he saw who was in the phaeicm 
with him^ The doctor looked panic-struck. 

** Lady Millicent, Dr. Cambray/' Ormond began 
the introduction; but each bowing, said, in a con- 
strained voice, " I have the honour of knowing " 

" 1 have the pleasure of being acquainted-^—" 

The pleasure and honour seemed to be painful and 
embarrassing to both. 

^* Dont let us detain you,*' said the doctor; ^'but 
I hope, Mr. Ormond, you will let me see you as soon 
as you can at Vicar s Dale." 

^^ You would not doubt that, my dear doctor^" said 
Ormond, '' if you knew how impatient I have been 
for your return — I will be with you before yo« are 
all out of the carriage." 
. " The sooner the better," said the doctor* 

" The sooner the better," echoed the friendly Foiees 
of Mrs. Cambray and her daughter. 

Ormond drove on; but from this moment, till they 
reached Castle Hermitage, no more agreeable con- 
versation passed between him and his fair companion. 
It was all constrained. 

^^ I was not aware that Dr. Cambray had the 
honour of being acquainted with lady Millicenty" 
said Ormond. 

** O yes, I had the pleasure some time ago^" 
replied lady Millicent, ^* when he was in Dublin-— 
not lately — I was a great favourite of his once." 

" Once, and always, I should have thought." 

*^ Dr. Cambray's a most amiable, respectable man^** 
said her ladyship: " he must be a great acquisition 
in this neighbourhood — a good clergyman is valuable 
every where; in Ireland most especially, where the 
spirit of conciliation is much wanted. 'Tis luika0«B 
how much a good clergyman may do in Ireland." 
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'' Very true— certainly." 

So, with a repetition of truisms, interspersed with* 
reflections on the state of Ireland, tithes, and the 
education of the poor, they reached Castle Her- 
mitage. 

''Lady Millicent, you look pale," said sir Ulick, as 
he handed her out. 

'' O no, I have had a most delightful drive." 

Harry just stayed to say that Dr. Cambray was 
returned, and that he must run to see him, and ofl^ 
he went. He found the doctor in his study. 

<< Well, my dear doctor," said Ormond, in breath- 
less consternation, '' what is the matter?" 

*' Nothing, I hope," said the doctor, looking ear- 
nestly in Ormondes face; ''and yet your countenance 
tells me that my fears are well founded." 

" What is it you fear, sir?" 

"The lady who was in the phaeton with you, lady 
Millicent, I fear " 

" Why should you fear, sir? — Oh ! tell me at once 
-^what do you know of her?" 

*' At once, then, I know her to be a very im- 
prudent, though I hope she is still an innocent 
woman." 

" Innocent !" repeated Ormond. " Good Heavens ! 
is it possible that there can be any doubt? Impru- 
dent! My dear doctor, perhaps you have been mis- 
informed." 

. " All I know on the subject is this," said Dr. 
Cambray : " during lord Millicent's absence on ser- 
vice, a gentleman of high rank and gallantry paid 
sussiduous attention to lady Millicent. Her relation 
and friend, lady Annaly, advised her to break off all 
intercourse with this gentleman in such a decided 
mamier as to silence scandal. Lady Millicent fol- 
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lowed but half the advice of her friend; she dis- 
countenanced the public attentions of her admirer^ 
but she took opportunities of meeting him at private- 
parties: lady Annaly again interfered — lady Mil- 
licent was offended : but the death of her husband- 
saved her from farther danger, and opened her eyes 
to the views of a man, who thought her no longer 
worthy his pursuit, when he might have her for 
life." 

Ormond saw that there was no resource for him, 
but immediately to quit Castle Hermitage; there- 
fore, the moment he returned, he informed sir Ulick 
of his determination, pointing out to him the im- 
propriety of his remaining in the society of lady 
Millicent, when his opinion of her character, and^ 
the sentiments which had so strongly influenced hta 
behaviour, were irrevocably changed. This was an 
unexpected blow upon sir Ulick : he had his private 
reasons for wishing to detain Ormond at Castle' 
Hermitage till he was of age, to dissipate his mind 
by amusement and variety, and to obtain over it an 
habitual guidance. 

Ormond proposed immediately to visit the con- 
tinent: by the time he should arrive at Paris, Dora 
would be settled there, and he should be introduced 
into the best company. The subtle sir Ulick, per- 
ceiving that Ormond must change his quarters, 
advised him to see something of his own country 
before he went abroad. In the course of a few days, 
various letters of recommendation were procured for 
him from sir Ulick and his connexions; and, what 
was of still more consequence, from Dr. Cambray 
and his friends. 

During this interval, Ormond once more visited 
the Black Islands; scenes which recalled a thousand 
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tender, and a few embittering, reCfiHections. He was 
H^eeted with heartfelt affection by many of the inha* 
bitants of the island, with whom he had passed some 
■of- hts boyish days. (X some scenes he had to be 
ashamed, but ci others he was justly proud ; and 
from cFery tongue he heard the delightful praises of 
hia departed friend and benefactor. 

His little farm had been well managed during bis 
absence ; the trees he had planted began to make 
sone appearance ; and, upon the whole, his risit to 
the Black Islands revived his generous feelings, and 
refreshed those traces of early virtue which had been 
engraven on his heart. 

At Castle Hermitage every thing had been pre- 
pared for his departure; and, upon visiting his 
excellent friend at the vicarage, he found the whole 
family heartily interested in his welfare, and ready 
to assist him by letters of introduction to the best 
people in every part of Ireland which Ormond 
intended to visit. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

DuKiifG the course of Ormond's tour through 
Ireland, he frequently found himself in company 
with those who knew the history of public affairs for 
years past, and were but too well acquainted with 
the political profligacy and shameful jobbing of sir 
Ulick O'Shane. 

- Some of these gentlemen, knowing Mr. Ormond 
to be his ward, refrained, of course, from touching 
upon any subject relative to sir Ulick ; and when 
Ch*mond mentioned him, evaded the conversation, or 
agreed in general terms in praising his abilities, wit, 
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and address. But^ after a day or two's journey from 
Castle Hermitage^ when he was beyond his own and 
the adjoining counties, when he went into oompany 
with those who happened to know nothing of his 
connexion with sir Ulick O'Shane, then he heard 
him spoken of in a very different manner. He was 
quite astonished and dismayed by the general abuse, 
as he thought it, which was poured upon him. 

''Well, every man of abilities excites envy — every 
man who takes a part in politics, especially in times 
when parties run high, must expect to be abused : 
they must bear it ; and their friends must learn to 
bear it for them." 

Such were the reflections with which Ormond at 
first comforted himself. As far as party abuse went, 
this was quite satisfactory ; even facts, or what are 
told as facts, are so altered by the manner of seeing 
them by an opposite party, that, without meaning to 
traduce, they calumniate. Ormond entrenched himself 
in total disbelief, and cool assertion of his disbelief, 
of a variety of anecdotes he continually heard dis- 
creditable to sir Ulick. Still he expected that, when 
he went into other company, and met with men of 
sir Ulick's own party, he should obtain proofs of 
the falsehood of these stories, and by that he might 
be able, not only to contradict, but to confute them. 
People, however, only smiled, and told him that he 
had better inquire no farther, if he expected to find 
«ir Ulick an immaculate character. Those who liked 
him best laughed off the notorious instances of his 
public defection of principle, and of his private job- 
bing, as good jokes; proofs of his knowledge of the 
world — his address, his frankness, his being '' not a 
bit of a hypocrite." But even those who professed 
to like him best, and to be the least scrupulous with 



ORMOND. 243 

regard to public virtue, still spoke with a sort of 
facetious contempt of sir UIick> as a thorough-going 
Iviend of the powers that be — as a hack of admi- 
nistration — as a man who knew well enough what he 
was about. Ormond was continually either surprised 
or hurt by these insinuations. 

The concurrent testimony of numbers who had no 
interest to serve or prejudice to gratify operated upon 
him by degrees so as to enforce conviction, and this 
was still more painful. 

Harry became so sore and irritable upon this 
subject, that he was now every day in danger of 
entangling himself in some quarrel in defence of his 
guardian. Several times the master- of the house 
prevented this, and brought him to reason, by repre- 
senting that the persons who talked of sir Ulick were 
quite ignorant of his connexion with him, and spoke 
only according to general opinion, and to the best of 
their belief, of a public character who was fair game. 
It was at that time much the fashion among a certain 
set in Dublin to try their wit upon each other in 
political and poetical squibs — ^the more severe and 
bitter these were, the more they were applauded : 
the talent for invective was in the highest demand 
at this period in Ireland; it was considered as the 
unequivocal proof of intellectual superiority. The 
display of it was the more admired, as it could not 
be enjoyed without a double portion of that personal 
promptitude to give the satisfaction of a gentleman, 
on which the Irish pride themselves: the taste of the 
nation, both for oratory and manners, has become of 
late years so much more refined, that when any of 
the lampoons of that day are now recollected, people 
are surprised at the licence of abuse which was then 
tolerated and even approved in fashionable society. 

US 
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Sir Ulick CTShane, as a well-^known publfcxharacter^ 
had been the subject of a variety of jnins^ i^oii-mots, 
songs^ and epigrams^ which had become so nuineroos 
as to be collected under the title of Ulysseana. Upon 
the late separation of sir Ulick and his lady^ a new 
edition^ with a caricature frontispiece^ had been 
published ; unfortunately for Ormond, this had just 
worked its way from Dublin to this part of the 
country. 

It happened one day, at a gentleman's house wbeM 
this Ulysseana had not yet been seen, that a lady, a 
vis^r and a stranger, full^f some of the lines which 
she had learned by,hf6art, began to repeat them for 
the amusement t^the tea-table. Ladies do not always 
consider how much mischief they may do by sudi 
imprudence; nor how they may hasaird valuable 
lives for the sake of producing a sensatum by the 
repetition of a severe thing. Ormond came into Uie 
room after dinner, and with some other gentlemen 
gathered round the tea-table, while the lady was 
repeating some extracts from the new edition of the 
Ulysseana. The master and mistress of the house 
made reiterated attempts to stop the lady; but> too 
intent upon herself and her second-hand wit to com- 
prehend or take these hints, she went on reciting the 
lolbwing lines : — 

To serve in parliament ijie nation, 

Sir Uliek read his recaBtation : 

At first he joined the patriot throng, 

But soon perceiving he was wrong. 

He ratted to the courtier tribe, 

Bought by a title and a bribe ; 

But how that new found friend to bind* 

With any oath^of any kind, 

Distuzb'd the premierU waiy laniL 
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«^ C>oii Am fiHh,— Upon ku word.'' 

Oh ! that, my friend, u too abiurd. 

'' C7/70ff his Aonoftr.**— .Quite a jest. 

'^ Upon his conscience.^^ — ^No such test. 

*' By all he hat on earth.**— ~*T\s gone. 

*' By att his hopes of Heathen.** — They're none. 

** How then secure him in our pay— 

'^ He can*t be trusted for a day?** 

How ?-.When you want the feUow*s throat-^ 

Pay by the job— you have his vote. 

Sir Ulick himself, had he been present, would 
have laughed off the epigram with the best grace 
imaginable, and so, in good policy, ought Ormond to 
hare taken it. But he felt it too much, and was not 
in the habit of laughing when he was vexed. Most 
of the company, who knew any thing of his connexion 
with sir Ulick, or who understood the agonizing looks 
of the master and mistress of the house, politely 
refrained from smiles or applause ; but a cousin of the 
lady who repeated the lines, a young man who was 
one of the hateful tribe of quizzers, on purpose to try 
Ormond, praised the verses to the skies, and appealed 
to him for his opinion. 

" I can't admire them, sir," replied Ormond. 

'*^ What fault can you find with them?" said the 
young man, winking at the bystanders. 

" I think them incorrect, in the first place, sir," 
said Ormond, ''and altogether indifferent." 

"Well, at any rate they can't be called moderate," 
said the gentleman; ''and as to incorrect, the sub- 
stance, I fancy, is correctly true." 

« Fancy, sir ! — It would be hard if character were 
to be at the mercy of fancy," cried Ormond, hastily; 
but checking himself, he, in a mild tone, added, 
** before we go any farther, sir, I should inform you 
that I am a ward of sir Ulick 0'Shane*s." 
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'^ Oh ! mercy/' exclaimed the Isdj, who had 
repeated the verses; ''I am sure I did not know that, 
or I would not have said a word — I declare I beg 
your pardon, sir." 

Ormond's bow and^smile spoke his perfect eatisfaOi- 
tion with the lady's contrition, and his desire to relieve 
her from farther anxiety. So the matter might have 
happily ended; but her cousin, though he had begun 
merely with an intention to try Ormond's temper, 
now felt piqued by his spirit, and thought it incum- 
bent upon him to persist. Having drank enough t^ 
be il]-humoured> he replied, in an aggravating and 
ill-bred manner, *' Your being sir Ulick O'Shane's 
ward may make a difference in your feelings, sir, 
but I don't see why it should make any in my 
opinion." 

'^ In the expression of that opinion at least, sir, I 
think it ought." 

The master of the house now interfered, to explain 
and pacify, and Ormond had presence of mind and 
command enough over himself, to say no more while 
the ladies were present : he sat down, and began 
talking about some trifle in a gay tone ; but his 
flushed cheek, and altered manner, showed that he 
was only repressing other feelings. The carriages of 
the visitors were announced, and the strangers roa^ 
to depart. Ormond accompanied the master of the 
house to hand the ladies to their carriages. To mark 
his being in perfect charity with the fair penitent, 
he showed her particular attention, which quite 
touched her ; and as he put her into her carriage, 
she, all the time, repeated her apologies, declared it 
should be a lesson to her for life, and cordially shook 
hands with him at parting. For her sake, he wished 
that nothing more should be said on the subject* 
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Bot^ oii his return to the hall^ he found there the 
cousin, buttoning on his great coat, and seeming loath 
to depart: still in ill-humour, the gentleman said, 
'* I hope you are satisOed with that lady's apologies, 
Mr. Ormond." 
. " I am, sir, perfectly." 

'^ That's lucky: for apologies are easier had from 
ladies than gentlemen, and become them better." 
. ^^ I think it becomes gentlemen as well as ladies 
to make candid apologies, where they are conscious 
of being wrong — if there was no intention to give 
offence." 

" If is a great peace-maker, sir; but I scorn to 
take advantage of an if" 

*' Am I to suppose then, sir," said Ormond, ^^ that 
it was your intention to offend me ? " 

'< Suppose what you please, sir — I am not in the 
habit of explanation or apology." 

'^ Then, sir, the sooner we meet the better," said 
Ormond. 

In consequence Ormond applied to an officer who 
had been present during the altercation, to be his 
second. Ormond felt that he had restrained his 
anger sufficiently — he was now as firm as he had been 
temperate. The parties met and fought: the man 
who deserved to have suffered, by the chance of this 
rational mode of deciding right and wrong, escaped 
unhurt; Ormond received a wound in his arm. It 
was only a flesh wound. He was at the house of a 
very hospitable gentleman, whose family were kind 
to him; and the inconvenience and pain were easily 
borne. In the opinion of all, in that part of the world, 
who knew the facts, he had conducted himself as well 
as the circumstances would permit; and, as it was 
essential, not only to the character of a hero, but of a 
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gentleman at that time in Ireland,- to fight a duel, ve 
nay consider Ormond as fortunate in not having beoL 
in the wrong. He rose in favour with the ladies, and 
in credit with the gentlemen, and he heard no more 
of the Ulysseana; but he was concerned to see para^ 
graphs in all the Irish papers, about the duel that 

had been fought between M. N. esq. jun. of , and 

H. O. esq., in consequence of a dispute that arose 
about some satirical verses repeated by a lady on a 
certain well-known character nearly related to one of 
the parties. 

A flaming account of the duel followed, in which 
there was the usual newspaper proportion of trnth 
and falsehood: Ormond knew and regretted that thir 
paragraph must meet the eyes of his guardian; and 
still more he was sorry that Dr. Cambray should see 
it. He knew the doctor's christian abhorrence of 
the whole system of duelling; and, by the statement 
in the papers, it appeared that that gallant youth, 
H. O. esq., to whom the news-writer evidently- 
wished to do honour, had been far more forward to 
provoke the fight than he had been or than he ought 
to have been: — his own plain statement of facts^ 
which he wrote to Dr. Cambray, would have set 
every thing to rights, but his letter crossed the doc* 
tor's on the road. As he was now in a remote place, 
which the delightful mail coach roads had not then 
reached— where the post came in only three days in 
the week — and where the mail cart either broko 
down, lost a wheel, had a tired horse, was overturned^ 
or robbed, at an average once a fortnight-— our heio 
had no alternative but patience, and the amusement 
of calculating dates and chances upon his restless sofk 
His taste for reading enabled him to pass agreeably 
some of the hours of bodily confinement, which men^ 



and young men especially^ accustomed to a great deal 
of exercise^ liberty^ and locomotion, generally find m 
intolerably irksome. At length bis wound was well 
enough for him to travel — letters for him arrived: 
a warm, affectionate one from his guardian ; and one 
from Dr. Cambray^ which relieved his anxiety. 

*' I must tell you> my dear young friend," said 
Dr. Cambray^ '^ that while you have been defend* 
ing sir Ulick O'Shane's public character (of which^ 
by the by, you know nothing), I have been defending 
your private character^ of which I hope and believe I 
know something. The truth is always known tn 
time, with regard to every character; and therefore, 
independently of other motives, moral and religious, 
it is more prudent to trust to time and truth for their 
defence than to sword and pistol. I know you are 
impatient to hear what were the reports to your dis-' 
advantage, and from whom I had them. I had them 
from the Annalys; and they heard them in England, 
through various circuitous channels of female corre- 
spondents in Ireland. As far as we can trace them^ 
we think that they originated with your old friend 
miss Black. The iirst account lady Annaly heard of 
you after she went to England was, that you were 
living a most dissolute life in the Black Islands with 
king Corny, who was described to be a profligate 
rebels and his companion an excommunicated catholic 
priest; king, priest, and prince Hany, getting drunk 
together regularly every night of their lives. The 
next account which lady Annaly received some 
aoonths afterwards, in reply to inquiries she had 
made from her agent, was, that it was impossible to 
isnow any thing for certain of Mr. Harry Ormond, as 
be always kept in the Black Islands. The report was, 
ibat he had lately seduced a girl of the name ol 
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Peggjr Sheridan, a respectable gardener's daughter/ 
who was going to be married to a man of the name of 
Moriarty Carroll, a person whom Mr. Ormond had 
formerly shot in some unfortunate drunken quarrel. 
The match between her and Moriarty had been 
broken off in consequence. The following year 
accounts were worse and worse. This Harry Ormond 
had gained the affections of his benefactor's daughter, 
though^ as he had been warned by her father, she was 
betrothed to another man. The young lady was 
afterwards, by her father's anger, and by Ormond's 
desertion of her, thrown into the arms of a French 
adventurer, whom Ormond brought into the house, 
under pretence of learning French from him. Imme- 
diately after the daughter's elopement with the 
French master, the poor father died suddenly, in 
some extraordinary manner, when out shooting with 
this Mr. Ormond; to whom a considerable landed 
property^ and a large legacy in money, were, to every 
body's surprise, found to be left in a will which he 
produced, and which the family did not think fit ta 
dispute. There were strange circumstances told con« 
cerning the wake and burial, all tending to prove 
that this Harry Ormond had lost all feeling. Hints 
were farther given that he had renounced the pro- 
testant religion, and had turned catholic for the sake 
of absolution." 

Many times during the perusal of this extravagant 
tissue of falsehoods, Ormond laid down and resumed 
the paper, unable to refrain from exclamations of n^ 
and contempt; sometimes almost laughing at the 
absurdity of the slander. ^^ After this," thought he, 
^' who can mind common reports? — and yet Dr. Cam« 
bray says that these excited some prejudice against 
me in the mind of lady Annaly. With such a womaa 
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I ^ottld have thotight it impossible. Could she 
believe me capable of such crimes ?— fii€, of whom she 
had once a good opinion ? — me, in whose fate she said 
she was interested P " 

He took Dr* Cambray's letter again^ and read on: 
he found that lady Annaly had not credited these 
reports as to the atrocious accusations; but they had 
so far operated as to excite doubts and suspicions. 
In some of the circumstances^ there was sufficient 
truth to colour the falsehood. For example, with 
regard both to Peggy Sheridan and Dora, the truth 
had been plausibly mixed with falsehood. The story 
of Peggy Sheridan, lady Annaly had some suspicion 
might be true. Her ladyship, who had seen Mori.^ 
arty's generous conduct to Ormonde was indignant 
at his ingratitude. She was a woman prompt to feel 
strong indignation against all that was base; and, 
when her indignation was excited, she was some-^ 
times incapable of hearing what was said on the 
other side of the question. Her daughter Florence, 
of a calmer temper and cooler judgment, usually 
acted as moderator on these occasions. She could not 
believe that Harry Ormond had been guilty of faults 
that were so opposite to those which they had seen in 
his disposition: — violence, not treachery, was his 
fault. But why, if there was nothing wrong, lady 
Annaly urged — why did not he write to her, as she 
had requested he would, when his plans for his future 
life were decided ? — She had told him that her son. 
might probably be able to assist him. Why could 
not he write one line ? 

Ormond had heard that her son was ill, and that 
her mind was so absorbed with anxiety, that he could 
not at first venture to intrude upon her with his 
selfish concerns. This was his first and best reason; 



but afterwards^ to be sure, when he beard that the 
son was better, he- might have written. He wrote at 
that time such a sad scrawl of a hand — he was so 
little used to letter-writing, that he was ashamed ta 
write. Then it was too late after so long a silence, 
&C. Foolish as these reasons were, they had, as we 
have said before, acted upon our young hero; and 
have, perhaps, in as important circumstances, pre- 
vented many young men from writing to friends 
able and willing to serve them. It was rather for- 
tunate for Ormond, that slander did not stop at the 
first plausible falsehoods: when the more atrocious 
charges came against him, miss Annaly, who had 
never deserted his cause, declared her absolute dis- 
belief. The discussions that went on between her and 
her mother kept alive their interest about this young 
man. He was likely to have been forgotten during 
their anxiety in the son's illness; but fresh reports 
had brought him to their recollection frequently; and 
when their friend Dr. Cambray was appointed to the 
living of Castle Hermitage, his evidence perfectly 
reinstated Harry in lady Annaly's good opinion. As 
if to make amends for the injustice she had done him 
by believing any part of the evil reports, she was now 
anxious to see him again. A few dap after Dr. Cam- 
bray wrote, Ormond received a very polite and 
gratifying letter from lady Annaly, requesting that, 
as ''Annaly" lay in his route homewards, he would 
spend a few days there, and give her an opportunity 
of making him acquainted with her son. It is 
scarcely necessary to say that this invitation was 
eagerly accepted. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Upon his arriral at Annaly^ Onuond found that 
Dr, Cambray and all his family were there. 

**Ye8, all your ft'iends/' said lady Annaly^ as 
Ormond looked round with pleasure, ''all your 
friends, Mr. Ormonde— you roust allow me an old 
right to be of that number — and here is my son, 
who is as well inclined as I hope you feel to pass over 
the intermediate formality of new aoquaintanceship> 
and to become intimate with you as soon as possible." 

Sir Herbert Annaly confirmed, by the polite cor- 
diality of his manner, all that his mother promised) 
adding that their mutual friend Dr. Cambray had 
made him already so fully acquainted with Mr. Or* 
mond, that though he had never had the pleasure of 
seeing him before, he could not consider him as a 
stranger. 

Florence Annaly was beautiful, but not one of 
those beauties who strike at first sight. Hers was a 
face which neither challenged nor sued for admira- 
tion. There was no expression thro\ni into the eyes 
iff the eyebrows, no habitual smile on the lips*^the 
features were all in natural repose; the face never 
expressed any thing but what the mind really felt. 
But if any just observation was made in miss Annaly's 
company, any stroke of genius, that countenance 
instantly kindled into light and life: and if any noble 
sentiment was expressed, if any generous action was 
related, then the soul within illumined the coun- 
tenance with a ray divine. When once Ormond had 
«een thtt;, his eye returned in hopes of seeing it again 
— he had an indescribable interest and pleasure in 
Studying a countenance, which seemed so true an 
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index to a noble and cultivated mind, to a heart of 
delicate but not morbid sensibility. His manners and 
understanding had been formed and improved, beyond 
what could have been expected from the few opportu- 
nities of improvement he had till lately enjoyed. 
He was timid, however, in conversation with those 
of whose information and abilities he had a high 
opinion, so that at first he did not do himself justice; 
but in his timidity there was no awkardness; it was 
joined with such firmness of principle, and such a 
resolute, manly character, that he was peculiarly 
engaging to wlen. 

During his first visit at Annaly he pleased much, 
and was so much pleased with every individual of the 
family, with their manners, their conversation, their 
aifection for each other, and altogether with their 
mode of living, that he declared to Dr. Cambray he 
never had been so happy in his whole existence. It 
was a remarkable fact, however, that he spoke much 
more of lady Annaly and sir Herbert than of miss 
Annaly. 

He had never before felt so very unwilling to leave 
any place, or so exceedingly anxious to be invited to 
repeat his visit. He did receive the wished-for invi* 
tation; and it was given in such a manner as left 
him no doubt that he might indulge his own ardent 
desire to return, and to cultivate the friendship of 
this family. His ardour for foreign travel, his desire 
to see more of the world, greatly abated; and before 
he reached Castle Hermitage, and by the time he saw 
his guardian, he had almost forgotten that sir Ulick 
had traced for him a course of travels through the 
British islands and the most polished parts of the 
Continent. 

He now told sir Ulick that it was so far advanced 
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in the season^ that he thought it better to spend the 
winter in Ireland. 

'^ In Dublin instead of London?" said sir Ulick^ 
smiling; '' rery patriotic^ and rery kind to me^ for I 
am sure I am your first object; and depend upon it 
few people^ ladies always excepted^ will ever like 
your company better than I do." 

Then sir Ulick went rapidly over erery subject^ 
and every person that could lead his ward farther to 
explain his feelings; but now^ as usual^ he wasted 
his address, for the ingenuous young man directly 
opened his whole heart to him. 

" I am impatient to tell you, sir/' said he, *^ how 
very kindly I was received by lady Annaly." 

" She is very kind," said sir Ulick: " I suppose, 
in general, you have found yourself pretty well 
received wherever you have gone — not to flatter you 
too much on your mental or personal qualifications, 
and, no disparagement to Dr. Gambray's letters of 
introduction or my own, five or six thousand a*year 
are, I have generally observed, a tolerably good pass- 
port into society, a sufficient passe-partout." 

*' Passe-partout! — not partout — not quite sufficient 
at Annaly, you cannot mean, sir- ■ " 

'^ Oh ! I cannot mean any thing, but that Annaly 
is altogether the eighth wonder of the world," said 
sir Ulick, ^^ and all the men and women in it abso- 
lutely angels — perfect angels." 

'^No, sir, if you please, not perfect; for I have 
heard — though I own I never saw it — that perfection 
is always stupid: now certainly thai the Annaly's 
are not." 

^'Well, well, they shall be as imperfect as you 
like — any thing to please you." 

'^ But, sir, you used to be so fond of the Annalys, 
I remember." 
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'^ True, and did I tell you that I bad changed my 
opinion ?" 

" Your maimer, though not your words^ tells me 
so. 

^^You mistake: the fact is — for I always treat 
you^ Harry, with perfect candouri — I was hurt and 
vexed by their refusal of my son. But, after all,** 
added he, with a deep sigh, ^' it was Marcus's own 
fault — he has been very dissipated. Miss Annaly 
was right, and her mother quite right, I own. Lady 
Annaly is one of the moat re^ctable women in 
Ireland — and miss Annaly is a charming girl-^I 
never saw any girl I should have liked so much for 
my daughter-in-law. But Marcus and I don't always 
agree in jour tastes — I don't think the refusal there 
was half as great a mortification and disa{>pointment 
to him as it was to me." 

'^ You delight me, dear sir," cried Ormond ; '^ for 
then I may feel secure that if ever in future — I don't 
m^an in the least that I have any present thought — 
4t would be absurd --it would be ridiculous —it would 
be quite improper--^you know I was only there ten 
days; but I mean if, in future, I should ever have 
any thoughts — ^any serious thoughts " 

"Weil, well," said sir Ulick, laughing at Or- 
mond's hesitation and embarrassment, " I can sup- 
pose that you will have thoughts of some kind or 
other, and serious thoughts in due course; but, as 
you justly observe, it would be quite ridiculous at 
present." 

^'I beg your pardcm, sir," interrupted Harry, 
" but it would even at present be an inexpressible 
satisfaction to me to know, that if in future such a 
thing should occur, I should be secure, in the first 
place, of your approbation." 
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** Aff to tbaty my dear boy," said sir Ulick, " you 
know in a few days you will be at years of discretion 
— then my control ceases." 

*' Yes, sir; but not my anxiety for your approba- 
tion, and my deference for yoar opinion." 

" Then," said sir Ulick, *' and without circunilo-f 
cution or nonsense^ I iell you at once, Harry Ormond,* 
that Florence Annaly is the woman in the world I 
should like best to see your wife/' 
. ^<^ Thank you, sir, for this explicit answer*-*! am 
sure towards me nothing can have been more candid 
and kl|id than your whole conduct has ever been." 

*' That's true, Harry/' exclaimed sir Ulick. " Tell 
me about this duel-^you have fought a duel in 
defence of my conduct and character, I understand; 
since I saw you. But^ my dear fellow, though I am 
excessively obliged to you, I am exceedingly angry 
with you: how could you possibly be so hot-headed 
and silly as to' take up any man for relishing the 
UlysseanaP bless ye! I relish it myself — I only laugh 
at such things: believe me, 'tis the best way." 

'^ I am sure of it, sir, if onie can ; and^ indeed, I 
have had pretty good proof that one should despise 
reports and scandal of all kinds — easier for oneself 
sometimes than for one's friends." 
. ** Yes, my dear Ormond, by the time you have 
been half as long living in the great and the political 
world as I have been, you will be quite case-hardened, 
and will hear your friends abused, without feeling it 
in the Jeast. Believe me, I once was troubled with 
a great deal of susceptibility like yoiirs — ^but after 
all, 'tis no bad thing for you to have fought a duel — 
a feather in your cap with the ladies, and a warning 
to all impertinent fellows to let you alone — but 
you were wounded^ the newspaper said-* I asked 
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you where, three times in my letters — you never 
condescended to answer me — answer me now, I insist 
upon it." 

" In my arm, sir — a slight scratch." . 

*^ Slight scratch or not, I must hear all about i4>— 
come, tell me exactly how the thiiig began and ended 
— tell me all the rascals said of me» — You won't? — 
then I'll tell you : they said, ' I am the greatest jobber 
in Ireland — that I do not mind ho\f I throw away 
the public money — in short, that I am a sad political 
profligate.' — Well ! well ! I am sure, after all, they 
did me the justice to acknowledge, that in private 
life no man's honour is more to be depended tm" 

^^ They did do you that justice, sir," said Ormond; 
^* but pray ask me no farther questions — for, frankly, 
it is disagreeable to me — and I will tell you no more.** 

*^ That's frank," said sir Ulick, *^ and I as frankly 
assure you I am perfectly satisfied." 

J^ Then, to return to the Annalys," said Ormcmd^ 
" I never saw sir Herbert till now — I like him— 
I like his principles — his love of his country — and 
his attachment to his family." 

" He's a very fine fellow— no better fellow than 
Herbert Annaly. But as for his attachment to hit 
family, who thanks him for that? Who could help 
it, with such a family? And his love for his country 
— every body loves his country." 

More or less, I suppose," said Ormond. 
But, upon my word, I entirely agree with you 
about sir Herbert, though I know he is prejudiced 
against me to the last degree." 

*' If he is, I don't know it, sir— I never found it 
out." 

*' He will let it out by and by— I only hope he 
wiU not prejudice you against me." . 
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: ^^ That is not rery easily done> sir." 
. ^^ As you hare giren some proofs my dear boy^ and 
I thank you for it. But the Annalys would go more 
cautiously to work — I only put you on your guard 
-*— Marcus and sir Herbert never could hit it off 
together; and I am afraid the breach between us 
and the Annalys must be widened^ for Marcus must 
stand against sir Herbert at the next election^ if he 
lives — ^Pray how is he?" 

. *' Not strongs sir — he has a hectic colour — as I 
was very sorry to see." 

' '* Ay, poor fellow — he broke some blood- vessel, I 
think Marcus told me, when they were in England." 
'^ Yes, sir, so lady Annaly told me — it was in over* 
exerting himself to extinguish a fire." 
. '^ A very fine spirited fellow he is, no doubt," said 
sir Ulick; '^but, after all, that was rather a foolish 
thing, in his state of health. By the by, as your 
guardian, it is my duty to explain the circumstances 
of this family^n case you should hereafter have any 
Hrkus thoughts, as you say, you should know what 
comforted Marcus in his disappointment there. There 
is, then, some confounded flaw in that old father's 
will, through which the great Herbert estate slips ta 
an heir at law, who has started up within this twelve- 
month. Miss Annaly, who was to have been a non- 
pareil of an heiress in case of the brother's death, will 
have but a moderate fortune; and the poor dowager 
will be but scantily provided for, after all the magni- 
ficence which she has been used to, unless he lives to 
make up something handsome for them. 1 don't 
know the particulars, but I know that a vast deal 
depends on his living till he has levied certain fines, 
which he ought to have levied, instead of amusing^ 
himself putting out other people's fires« But I am 
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excessively anxious about it, and now on yoiir acoomit 
as well as theirs; for it would make a great diffieienoe 
to you, if you seriously have any thbuighU cif miss 
Annaly." 

Ormond declared this could make no difference. to> 
him, since his own fortune would be sufficient for all 
the wishes of such a woman as he supposed miss 
Annaly to be. 

The next day Marcus O'Shaae arrired from 'Eagm. 
land. This was the first time that Ormond and he 
had met since the affair of Moriarty, and the banish* 
ment from Castle Hermitage.. The meeting was awk- 
ward enough^ notwithstanding sir Ulick's attempts to 
make it otherwise: Marcu$ laboured under the double 
consciousness of having deserted Harry in past ad-% 
versity, and of being jealous of his present prosperity- 
Ormond at first went forward to meet him more thaxt 
halfway with great cocdnlity^ but the cold politeness 
of Marcus chilled. him; and the heartless congrstu-n 
lations and frequent allusions in the course ci the 
first hour to Ormond's new fortune and consequeaoB^ 
offended our young hero's prideJ He grew more 
reserved/ the more complimentary Marcus hecams^ 
especially as in all his compliments there was a mix* 
ture of perdflage, which Marcus supposed srrooeoosli^ 
that Ormond's untutored, unpractised ear would not 
perceive. 

Harry sat sifont, proudly indignant* He valued^ 
himself on being something-, and somebody, uide<« 
pend^itly of his fortune — ^he had worked hard ta 
become so-^he had the consciousness about him o£ 
tried integrity, resolution, and virtue ; and was it ta 
be implied that he was somebody, only in consequence 
of his having chanced to become heir to so many thou<f 
sands a year ? Sir Ulick, whose address was equal to 



.ORMONB. S6I 

most occasions^ was not able to manage so as to make 
these' young men like one another. Marcos had an 
oM jealousy bf Harry's iuvour with his father^ of his 
fiither's affection ibr Harry; and at the present 
moment he was conscious that his father was with 
just' cause much displeased with him. Of this Harry 
knew nothing, but Marcus suspected that his father 
had told Ormond every thing, and this increased the 
Ikwkwardness and ill-humour that Marcus felt; and 
aotwithstaiding all his knowledge of the world, and 
Conventional politeness, he showed his vexation in no 
very well-bred manner* He was now in particularly 
bad humour, in consequence of a scrape, as he called 
]t> which lie had got into, during his last winter in 
London, respecting an intrigue with a married lady 
of ratnk. Marcus, by some intemperate expressions^ 
bad brought on the discovery, of which, when it was 
to6 late, he' repented. A public trial was likely to 
be the consequence-— the damages would doubtless 
be laid at the least at ten thousand pounds. Marcus^ 
however, counting, as sons sometimes do in calcu« 
ladng their father's fortune, all the credit, and know- 
ing nothing of the debtor side of the account, con« 
ceived his father's wealth to be inexhaustible. Lady 
O'Sfaane's large fortune had cleared off all debts, and 
had set sir Ulick up in a bank, which was in high 
credit; then he had shares in a canal and in a silver 
mine — he held two lucrative sinecure places — and 
had bought estates in three counties: but the son did 
not know> that for the borrowed purchase-money of 
two of the estates sir Ulick was now paying high and 
accumulating interest; so that the prospect of being 
called upon for ten thousand pounds was most aiarm« 
ing. In this exigency sir Ulick, who had long foreseen 
how the affair was likely to terminate, had his eye 
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upon his ward's ready money. It was for this he had 
been at such peculiar pains to ingratiate himself witii 
Ormond. Affection> nevertheless, made him hesitate; 
he was unwilling to injure or to hazard his property 
-»— very unwilling to prey upon his generosity — still 
more so after the late handsome manner in which 
Ormond had hazarded his life in defence of his goar- 
dian's honour. 

Sir Ulick, who perceived the first evening that 
Marcus and Ormond met, that the former was not 
going the way to assist these views, pointed out to 
him how much it was for. his interest to conciliate 
Ormond, and to establish himself in his good opinion; 
but Marcus, though he saw and acknowledged ' this, 
could not submit his pride and temper to the necessary 
restraint. For a few hours he would display hi&heredi-> 
tary talents, and all his acquired graces; but the next 
hour his ill-humour would break out towards his 
inferiors, his father's tenants and dependants, in a 
way which Ormond's generous spirit could not bear, 
fiefore he went to England, even from his boyish 
days, his manners had been habitually haughty and 
tyrannical to the lower class of people. Ormond and 
he had always differed land often quarrelled on this 
subject. Ormond hoped to find his manneris altered 
in this respect by his residence in a niore polished 
country. But the external polish he had acquired 
had not reached the mind: high-bred society had 
taught him only to be polite to his equals; he was 
now still more disposed to be insolent to his inferiors^ 
especially to his Irish inferiors. He affected to con- 
sider himself as more than half an Englishman ; and 
returning from London in all the distress and dis- 
grace to which he had reduced himself by criminal: 
indulgence in the vice? of fashionable^ and wheat h% 
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called refined, society^ he vented his ill-humour on 
the poor Irish peasants — the naiives, as he termed 
them' in derision. He spoke to them as if they were 
slaves — he considered them as savages. Marcus had> 
early in life> almost before he knew the real dis- 
tinctions, or more than the names of the different 
parties in Ireland, been a strong party man. He 
called himself a government man ; but he was one of 
those partisans whom every wise and good adminis- 
tration in Ireland has discountenanced and disclaimed. 
He was, in short, one of those who make their politics 
an excuse to their conscience for the indulgence of 
& violent temper. 

Ormond was indignant at the inveterate prejudice 
that Marcus showed against a poor man, whom he 
had injured, but who had never injured him. The 
moment Marcus saw Moriarty Carroll again, and 
heard his name mentioned, he exclaimed and re- 
iterated, '' That's a bad fellow — I know him of old — 
all those Garrolls are rascals and rebels." 

.Marcus looked with a sort of disdainful spleen at 
the house which Ormond had fitted up for Moriarty. 

" So, you stick to this fellow still !-^What a dupe, 
Ormond, this Moriarty has made of you!" said 
Marcus ; '^ but that's not my affair. I only wonder 
how you wheedled my father out of the ground for 
the garden here." 

. " There was no wheedling in the case," said 
Ormond: '' your father gave it freely, or I should 
not have accepted it." 

*^ You were very good to accept it, no doubt," said 
Marcus, in an ironical tone : '* I know I have asked 
my father for a garden to a cottage before now, and 
have been refused." 
. Sir Ulick came up just as this was said, and> 
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alarmed at the tone of roice^ used all bb address to 
bring hk son back to good temper; and lie migkt 
bave suooeeded^ but that Feggj Carroll chanced to 
appear at that, instant. 

''Who is that?" cried Marcus-^' F®g87 Sheridan^ 
as I live! is it not?" 

" No, please your honocnr^ but Pfiggy Sheridan that 
was-T-Peggy Carroll ihat is," said Feggy> curtoyiog^ 
with a slight blush> and an arch smile. 
. ** Sd> you have married that Moriarty at last." 

'' I have> please your honour — he is a very honest 
boy--*-and I'm very happy—- if your honour's pleaaed." 

" Who persuaded your father to this, V^J* ^^^'"^ 
trary to my adrice?" 

" Nobody at all, plase your honour/' said Peggy« 
looking frightened. 

'f Why do you say that, Peggy," said Ormcod, 
^' when you know it was I who persuaded your finthtf 
to give his consent to your marriage with Mori<« 
arty?" 

^' You! Mr. Ormond!^— Ohl I comprehend it all 
now/' said Marcus, with his sneering look and tone: 
*^ no doubt you had good reasons/' 
. Poor Peggy blushed the deepest crimson. 

^' I understand it all now/' said Marcus*-*'^ I 
understand you now, Harry." 

Ormond's anger rose, and with a look of hig^ 
disdain, he replied, ^' You understand me, now ! 
No, nor ever will, nor ejer can. Our minds jure 
unintelligible to each other/' 

Then turning from him, Ormond walked away 
with indignant speed. . 

. '< Peggy, don't I see something like a oow yonder^ 
getting her bread at my expence?" said, sir Ulick^ 
directing Peggy's eye ta a gap in the hedge by the 



road'^side. '^ Wliose c6w is t^at at ' tfae top' of tbe 

llitcli^ half through my hedge?" 

i f*l can't say, please your honour/' said* Peggy, 

" if it wouldn't be Paddy M'Grath's ^Bctty 

lif 'dveggorl" cried she> calling to a bare-footed girl^ 
*' whose cow is yonder?" 

: ^* Ob, marcy t but if it isn't our own red i^ogue-^ 
and when I tied her legs three times myself, the day Y* 
said the girl, running to drive away the cow. 

*' Oh ! she strays and trespasses strangely, the red 
cow, for want of the littfe spot your honour promised 
her," said Peggy. 

'^ Well, run and save my hedge f^dm her now, my 
pretty Peggy, and I will ind the little spot for her 
to-morrow," said sir Ulick. 

Away ran Peggy after the cow*— while lowering 
Marcus cursed them all three. Pretty Peg he swore 
might to be banished the estate-^the oow ought to be 
hamstrung, instead of having a jpo^ promised her; 
*' but this is the way, sir, you ruin the country and 
the people," said he to his father. 

'* Be that as it may, I do not ruin myself as you 
do, Marcus," replied the cool sir Ulick. ^' Never 
mind the cow— -nonsense 1 I am not thinking of a 
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'^ Nor I neither, sir." 

" Then follow Harry Ormond directly, and mak^ 
him understand that he misunderstood you," said sir 
Ulick. 

' ^' Excuse me, sir — ^I cannot bend to him," said 
Marcus* 

*^ And you expect that he will lend you ten thou* 
sand pounds at your utmost need?" 

'^ The money, with your estate, can be easily raised 
elsewhere, sir," said Marcus. 
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' '^ I tell yoii it cannot^ sir/' said thd fiithen 

*^ 1 cannot bend to Ormonde sir: to any body bat 
him-^-any thing but that^-my pride cannot stoop to 
that." 

. *' Your pride !— * pride that licks the dust,' " 
thought sir Ulick. It was in rain for the politic 
father to remonstrate with the headstrong son. The 
whole train which sir Ulick had laid with so much 
skill was^ he feared, at the moment when his own 
ddicale hand was just preparing to gi^e the effective 
touch, blown up by the rude impatience of his son. 
Sir Ulick, however, never lost time or opportunity in 
?ain regret for the past Even in the moment of 
disappointment he looked to the future. He saw 
the danger of keeping two young men together, who 
had such incompatible tempers and characters. He 
was, therefore, glad when he met Ormond again, to 
hear him propose his returning to Annaly, and he 
instantly acceded to the proposal. 

'^ Castle Hermiti^, I know, my dear boy, cannot 
be as pleasant to you just now as I could wish to make 
it: we have nobody here now, and Marcus is not all 
I could wish him," said sir Ulick, with a«gfa» '^ He 
had always a jealousy of my affection for you, Harry 
-—it cannot be helped — we do not choose our emwk 
children — but we must abide by them — you must 
perceive that things are not going on quite rightly 
between my son and me." 

'^ I am sorry for it, sir; especially as I am con- 
vinced I can do no good, and therefore wish not to 
interfere." 

^^ I beKeve you are right — though I part from yoa 
with regret." 

** I shall be within 3rour reach, sir, you know: 
whenever you wish for. me, if ever I can be of 



least use to you, summon me, and I am at your 

orders." 

' *^ Thank you ! but stay one moment/' said sir.UKcki 

with a sudden look of recollection: ''you will be of 

age in a few days, Harry— we ought to settle accounts; 

should not we?" 

' ** Whenever you please, sir — no hurry on my part 

r— but you have advanced me a great deal of money 

lately — I ought to settle that." 

'' Oh, as to that-^a mere trifle. If you are in no 
hurry, I am in none; for I shall have business enough 
on my hands during these few days, before lady 
Norton fills the house again with company— I am 
certainly a little hurried now." 
. '' Then, sir, do not think of my business — I cannot 
be better off, you know, than I am — I assure you I 
am sensible of that. Neveh mind the accounte — » 
only send for me whenever I can be of any use or 
pleasure to you. I need not make speeches: I trust, 
my dear guardian — my father, when I was left father-* 
tess— I trust you believe I have some gratitude in 
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*' I do," cried sir Ulick, much moved; " and, by 
Heaven^ it is impossible to-^I mean — ^in short, it is 
impossible not to love yoii, Harry Ormond." 



CHAPTER XXm. 

There ^xe people who can go on very smoothly with 
those whose principles and characters they despise 
and dislike. There are people who, provided* they 
live in company, are happy, and care but little of 
jfhfit the company is composed. But our young 
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htro certainly was not one of tbese contented people. 
He was perhaps too mucli in the other extreme. He 
could not, without overt words, or lobks of indigna* 
tton, endure the presence of tbos^ whose characters 
or principles he despised — he could not/ even with<& 
out manifest symptoms of restlessness or ennui, sub« 
mit long to lire with mere companions; he required 
to have friends; nor could he make a friend fit>ra 
ordinary materials, however smooth the grain, or 
however fine the polidi they might take. Even 
when the gay wiH'ld at Gristle Hermitage was new 
to him*— amused and enchanted as he was at first 
with that iH^lliant society, he could not have been 
content or happy without his friends at Vicar's Dale^ 
to whom, once at least in the fdur-^and-twenty hours^ 
he found it necessary to open his heart* We ma^ 
then judge how happy he now felt in returning to 
Annaly: after the sort of moral constraint which he 
had endured in the company of Marcus O'Shane, we 
may guess what an expansion of heart took place. 

The family, union and domestic happiness which 
he saw at Annaly certainly struck him at this time 
more forcibly, from the contrast with what he had 
just seen at Castle Hermitage. The eflect of con- 
trast, however, is but transient. It is powerful as a 
dramatic resource, but in real life it is of no per^ 
manent consequence. There was here a charm which 
operates with as great certainty, and with a power 
secure of increasing instead of diminishing from habit 
— ^the charm oi domestic politeness, in the every day 
manners of this mother, son, and daughter, towards 
each other, as well as towards their guests. Ormond 
saw and feh it irre»stibly. He saw the most 
delicate attentions combined with entire sinoerltyj 
perfeqt ease, and constant respect; the result of tht 
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early bahits of good-braediag acting upon the feeltngSf 
of genuine affection. The external polish^ which 
Ormoyid now admired^ was verjr different from that 
yarnish which often is hastily applied to hide imper« 
lections. This pt^ish was of the substance itself^ to 
be obtained only by long use; but, once acquired, 
lasting for ever : not only beautiful but serviceable^ 
preserving from the injuries of time and jfrom th^ 
dangers of familiarity. 

, What influence the sister's charms might have td 
increase Ormond's admiration-of the iHrother we shall 
QOt presume to determine; but certainly he liked sir 
Herbert Annaly better than any young man he had 
ever «een. Sir Herbert was some years older thaa> 
Ormond; he was in his twenty-seventh year: but at 
this age he had done more good in life than many 
men accomplish during their whole existence. Sir 
Herbert's principal estates were in another part of 
Ireland* Dr. Cambray had visited them. Tha 
account he gave Ormond of what had been done there 
to improve the people and to make them happy > of 
the prosperous state of the peasantry; their industry 
and independence ; their grateful^ not servile, attach*« 
ment to sir Herbert Annaly and his mother; the 
Teneration in which the natne of Annaly was held; 
all delighted the enthusiastic Ormond. 

The name of Annaly was growing wonderfully 
dear to him ; and, all of a sudden, the interest he 
felt in the details of a country gentleman's life waa 
amazingly increased. At times, when the ladies 
were engaged, he accompanied sir Herbert in visiting 
his estate. Sir Herbert had never till lately resided 
at Annaly, which had, within but a short time> 
reverted to his possession, in consequence of the death 
of the pexson to whom it had been let« He found 
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mucli that wanted irapcorement in tbe lahd^ kat 
more in the people. 

This estate stretched along the sea-sbore: the 
tenants whom he found liring near the coast were an 
idle^ profligate^ desperate set of people; who during 
the time of the late middle landlord had been in the 
habit of making their rents hy nefarious practices. 
Tbe best of the set were merely idle fishermen^ 
whose habits of trusting to their luck incapacitated 
tfaem from industry: the others were illicit distillers 
-—smugglers — and miscreants who lived by waifs and 
strays; in fact, by the pillage of vessels on the coast. 
The coast was dangerous — there happened frequent 
shipwrecks ; owing partly, as was supposed, to tbe 
false lights hung out by these people, whose interest 
it:. was that vessels should be wrecked. Shocked at 
these practices, sir Herbert Annaly had, from the 
moment he came into possession of the estate, exerted 
himself to put a stop to them, and to punish where 
be could not reform the offenders. The people at 
first pleaded a sort of tenant's right, which the^ 
thought a landlord could scarcely resist. They pn^ 
tested that they could not make the rent, if they were 
liot allowed to make it in their own way; and showed, 
beyond a doubt, that sir Herbert could not get half aff 
much for his land in those parts, if he looked too 
scrupulously into the means by which it was made. 
They brought, in corrob<n'ation of their arguments 
or assertions, the example and constant practice of 
" many as good a jantleman as any in Ireland, wha 
had his rent made up for him that ways, very ready 
and punctual. There was his honour, Mr. Sucb-a« 
one, and so on; and there was sir Ulick 0'Sbane> 
sure ! Oh ! he was the man to live under — ^be was 
tbe man that knew when to wink and when to blink; 
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sad ff he shut lils eyes properly ^ sure his ten&nte 
filled his fist. Oh ! sir Ulick was the great man for 
Jwxmr and pnrtedion, none like him at all ! — He is 
the good landlord, that will fight the way clear for 
his own tenants through thick and thin — none dare 
touch them. Oh ! sir Ulick's the kind jantleman 
that understands the law for the poor, and could 
bring them off at every turn, and show them the 
way through the holes in an act of parliament, asy 
as through a riddle! Oh, and if he could but afford* 
to be half as good as his promises, sir Ulick O'Shane 
would be too good entirely!" 

Now sir Ulick O'Shane had purchased a tract o£ 
ground adjoining to sir Herbert's, on this coast; and 
he had bought it on the speculation that he could let 
it at a very high rent to these people, of whose ways 
and means of papng it he chose to remain in igno- 
rance. All the tenants whom sir Herbert banished 
from his estate flocked to sir Ulick's. 

By the sacrifice of his own immediate interest, 
and by great personal exertion, strict justice, and a 
generous and well secured system of reward, sir Her- 
bert already had produced a considerable change for 
the better in the morals and habits of the people. 
He was employing some of his tenants on the coast, 
in building a lighthouse, for which he had a grant 
from parliament; and he was endeaYouring to estab- 
lish a manufacture of sail-cloth, for which there was 
sufficient demand. But almost at every step of his 
progress, he was impeded by the effects of the bad 
example of his neighbours on sir Ulick's estate; and 
by the continual quarrels between the idle, discarded 
tenants and their industrious and now prospering 
successors. 
. Whenever a vessel in digress. was seen off the 
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90tast, there was a constant straggle lietween tBe two 
parties who had opposite interests; the one to sare, 
the other to destroy. In this state of things^ causes 
of complaint perpetually occurred; and Ormond, 
who was present^ when Uie accusers and the accused 
appealed to their landlord, sometimes as lord of the 
manor, sometimes as magistrate, had frequent oppor- 
tunities of seeing hoth sir Herbert's principles and 
temper put to the test. He liked to compare the 
different modes in which king Corny, his guardian, 
and sir Herbert Annaly managed these things. Sir 
Herbert governed neither by threats, punishment^ 
abuse, nor tyranny; nor yet did he govern by pro- 
mises nor bribery, Jkvour and protection, like sir 
Ulick. He neither cajoled nor bullied— neither hdd 
it as a principle, as Marcus did, that the peo(de must 
be kept down, nor that the people must be deceived. 
He treated them neither as slaves, subject to his 
will ; nor as dupes, or objects on which to exerdse 
his wit or his cunning. He treated them as reason- 
able beings, and as his fellow-creatures, whom he 
wished to improve, that he might make them and 
hifloself happy. He spoke sense to them; and he 
mixed that sense with wit and humour, in the proper-* 
tion necessary to make it palatable to an Inshman. • 
In generosity there was a resemblance between 
the temper of sir Herbert and of Corny; but to Or« 
mend's surprise, and at first to his disaj^intment^ sir 
Herbert valued justice more than generosity. Or* 
mond's heart on this point was often with king Corny, 
when his head was forced to be with sir Herbert; but^ 
by degrees, head and heart came together. He became 
practically convinced that justice is the virtue that 
works best for a constancy, and best serves every 
body's interest in time and iit turn. Ormond aow 
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4>fteh said to himself^ " Sir Herbert Annaly is but a 
few years older than I am ; by the time I am his age, 
why should not I become as useful, and make as many 
human beings happy as he does ? " In the mean time, 
the idea of marrying and settling in Ireland became 
every day more agreeable to Ormond; and France 
and Italy, which he had been so eager to visit, faded 
^m his imagination. Sir Herbert and lady Annaly, 
who bad understood from Dr. Cambrav that Ormond 
was going to commence his grand tour immediately, 
and who heard him make a number of preparatory 
inquiries when he had been first at Annaly, natu« 
rally turned the conversation often to the subject. 
They had looked out maps and prints, and they had 
taken down from their shelves the different books of 
travels, which might be most useful to him, with 
guides, and post-road books, and all that could speed 
the parting guest. But the guest had no mind to 
part^— «very thing, every body at Annaly, he found 
fio agreeable and so excellent. 

. It must be a great satisfaction to a young man who 
has a grain of sense, and who feels that he is falling 
inevitably and desperately in love, to see that all the 
lady's family, as well as the object of his passion, are 
exactly the people whom he should wish of all others 
to make his friends for life. Here was every thing 
that could be desired, suitability of age, of fortun^, 
of character, of temper, of tastes — every thing that 
oould make a marriage happy, could Ormond but win 
the heart of Florence Annaly. Was that heart dis- 
engaged ? — He resolved to inquire first from his dear 
friend. Dr. Cambray, who was much in the confi- 
dence of this family, a great favourite with Florence, 
and consequently dearer than ever to Ormond. He 
went directly to Vicar's Dale to see and consult hrm, 
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.and Ormond ihoaght be was confidiBg a ftdhosoA 
secret to the doctor, when first he spoke to him <tf 
his passion for miss Annaly; but to his «urprtae, the 
.doctor told him he had seen it hmg ago, and his wife 
•and daughters had ail discovered it, even when they 
were first with him at Annaly^ 

Is it possible ?-»and what do you all think ?" 
We think that you would be a perfectly haisgff 
man, if you could win miss Annaly; and we wish 
,you success most sincerely. But—" 

" But — O my dear doctor, you alarm me beyond 
measure." 

" What ! by wishing you success ? " 

^* No, but by something in your look and nianner, 
and by that terrible hut: you think that I shall nevtf 
succeed — you think that her heart is engaged. If 
that be the case, tell me so at once, and I will set off 
for France to-morrow." 

^^ My good sir, you are always for desperate mea- 
sures — you are in too great a hurry to come to a con- 
clusion, before you have the means of forming a just 
conclusion.> Remember, I tell you, this precipitate 
temper will some time or other bring some great evil 
upon you." 

" I will be patient all my life afterwards, if yoa 
will only this instant tell me whether she is engaged." 

'- 1 do not know, whether miss AnniJy's heart be 
disengaged or not— >I can tell you only that she has 
had a number of brilliant offers, and that she hat 
refused them all." 

*' That proves that she had not found one amongst 
them that she liked," said Ormond. 

^^ Or that she liked some one better than all those 
whom she refused," said Dr. Cambray. 
. •^ That is true-x-that is possible— that is a dreadfiil 
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posmlnKty/' said Ormond. ** But do you think there 
is any probability of that ? '* 

' ** There is, I am sorry to tell you, my dear Ormond, 
a probability -agakist yon — but I can only state the 
facts in general. I can form no opinion, for I hare 
had no opportunity of judging — I have never seen 
the two young people together. But there is a gen- 
ti^oan cf great merit, of suitable family and fortune, 
trho is deeply in love with miss Annaly, and who I 
presume has not been refused^ for I understand he is 
soon to be here." 

^^ To be here !" cried Ormond : •" a man of great 
merit ! — I hope he is not an agreeable man." 

** That's a vain hope," said Dr. Cambray; ''he is 
a very agreeable man." 

" Very agreeable I — What sort of person — ^grave or 
gay? — ^Like any body that I ever saw?" 

'' Yes, like a person that you have seen, and a 
person for whom I believe you have a regard — like 
his own father, your dear king Comy's friend, general 
Albemarle." 

*' How extraordinary 1 — how unlucky ! " said Or- 
mond. '^ I would rather my rival was any one else 
than the son of a man I am obliged to ; and a most 
dangerous rival he must be, if he have his father'^ 
merit, and his father's manners. Oh ! my dear Dr. 
Cambray, I am sure she likes him — and yet she could 
not be so cheerful in his absence, if she were much in 
love — I defy her ; and it is impossible that he can be 
as much in love with her as I am, else nothing could 
keep him from her." 

'' Nothing but his duty, I suppose you mean?" 

«Duty!— What duty?" 

" Why, there really are duties in this world to be' 
performed^ though a man in love is apt to forget it. 

T 2 
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Colonel Albemarle, being an officer, cannot qnii hig 
regiment till he has obtained leave of absence/* 
. '^ I am heartily glad of it," cried Ormond — *^ I will 
make the best use of my time before he comes. Bot^ 
my dear doctor, do you think lady Annaly-*do you 
think sir Herbert wishes it to be P " 

" I really cannot tell : — I know only that be is a 
{particular friend of sir Herbert, and that I ha?e heard 
lady Annaly speak of him as being a young man of 
excellent character and high honour, for whom she 
has a great regard." 

Ormond sighed. 

'^ Heaven f(Mrgive me that sigh ! " said he : 'f 1 
thought I never should be. brought so low as to sigh 
at hearing of any man's excellent character and high 
^nour: but I certainly wish colonel Albemarle had 
never been born. Heaven preserve me from envy and 
jealousy ! " 

' Our young hero had need to repeat this prayer 
the next morning at breakfast, when sir Herbert, on 
opening his letters, exclaimed, " My friend, colonel 
Albemarle " 

And lady Annaly, in a tone of joy, " Colonel 
Albemarle It— 1 hope he will soon be here." 
. Sir Herbert proceeded : " Cannot obtain leave of 
absence yet---but lives in hopes,*' said sir Herbert, 
reading the letter, and handing it to his mother. 

Orm(md did not dare, did not think it honourable, 
to make use of his eyes, though there now might have. 
been a decisive moment for observation. . No sound, 
reached his ear from miss Annaly's voice; but lady 
Annaly spoke freely and decidedly in praise of colonel 
Albemarle. As she read the letter, sir Herbert, after 
asking Ormond three times whether he was not 
acquainted with general Albemarle, Qbtained for 
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Qrmand did not knour any thing at that momenta 
Bir Herbert, surprised^ and imagining that Ormond 
had not yet heard him^ was going to repeat his ques- 
fibn— ^but a look from his mother stopped him. A 
sudden light struck lady Aftnaly. Mothers are 
remarkably quick-sighted upon these occasions. 
.There was a silence of a few minutes^ which appeared 
ix> poor Ormond to be a silence that would never be 
broken; it was broken by some slight observation 
which the brother and sister made to each other upon 
a paragraph in the newspaper^ which they were 
jreading together. Ormond took breath. 

'' She cannot love him, or she could not be thinking 
of a paragraph in the newspaper at this moment" 

From this time forward Ormond was in a continuid 
state of agitation, reasoning, as the passions reason, ad 
ill as possible, upon even the slightest circumstances 
jthat occurred, from whence he might draw favourable 
or un&voiirable omens. He .was resolved — and that 
was prudent — ^not to speak of his own sentiments, till 
he was clear bow matters stood about colonel Albe^ 
jnarle: he was determined not to expose himself to 
-the useless mortification of a refusal. While in this 
agony of uncertainty, he went out one morning to 
take a solitary walk, that he might reflect at leisurck 
Jiist as he was turning from the avenue to the path 
that led to the wood, a car full of morning visitors 
appeared. Ormond endeavoured to avoid them, but 
not before he had been seen. A servant rode after 
him to beg to know ^' If he was Mr. Harry Ormond 
— if he was, one of the ladies on the car, Mrs. 
M'Grule, sent her compliments to him, and requested 
-he would be so good as to let her speak with him at the 
bouse^ as she had a &w words of consequence to say^ 
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*^ Mrs. lifCrute t " Onnimd 4id not immedwtrif 
recolleGt that he had the honour of knowing any audi 
person, till the servant said, '^ Miss Blacky sir> tibal 
was — formerly at Castle Hermitage." 

His old enemy^ miss Black, he feooHected veBi 
He obeyed the lady's Summons, and returned to thi 
house. 

Mrs. M^Cnile had notaltered in disposition^thaBgli 
her objects had been changed bymarriAge. Having 
DO longer lady OShane'e qbarrels with her huaband 
to talk about, she had become the pest of the vilfaige 
of CSastle Henbitage and -of the neigfabonrhood*— tha 
lady Bluemantle of the parish. .Had miss Blade 
remained in England, married or single, she would 
only have been one of a numerous species too well 
known to need any descHption ;. but transplanted to 
a new soil and a new situation, she proved to be a 
variety <^ the old spiecies, with peculiariy noxiaus 
qilalities, which it may be useful to. describe, as a 
warning to the unwiiry. It is unknown how mudi 
mischief the lady Bluemantle class may do in Ireland^ 
where parties in religion and politics nin high; and 
where it often happens that individua]9s>f the dif* 
ferent sects aiid parties actually hate without tmowing 
each other, watch without mixing with one anotliei^ 
and consequently are prone reciprocally to believt 
any stories or reports, however false or absurd, whidi 
tend to gratify their antipathies. In this situation 
it is scarcely possible at get to the exact truth as to 
the words, actions, and intentions, of the nearest 
neighbours, who happen to be of opposite parties or 
persuasions. What a fine field is. here for a mischief- 
maker ! Mrs. M^Grule had in her parish done her 
part; she had gone from rich to poor, from poor 
tp rich, from catbdic to protestant, from churcteian 
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tO'&Miter, and from dtnenter to methodlst^ report* 
ing everjr idle story, and repeating every ill*natured 
tliiog that she heard said— -things often more bitterly 
expressed than thought, and always exaggerated or 
distorted in the repetition. No two people in the 
parish eonld have continued on speaking terms at the 
end of the year, but that happily there were in this 
parish both a good clergyman and a good priest; and 
stiil more happily they both agreed in labouring fen* 
the good of their parishioners. Dr.Oambray and. 
Mr. M'Cormuck made it their business continually 
to fMcfw after Mrs. M'Crule, healing the wounds 
which she inflicted, and pouring into the festering 
heart the balm of christian charity: they were 
belored and revered by their parishioners; Mrsi 
M<]!nile was soon detected, and universally avoided. 
£kiraged, she attacked, by turns, both the clergyman 
and the priest ; and when she could not separate 
t^em, she found out that it was very wrong that they 
diottld agree. She di8C4>vered that she was a much 
hetter protestant, and a much better christian, than 
Dr. Cambray, because she hated her catholic neigh- 
bours. 

Hr. Cambray had taken pains to secure the co^ 
operation of the catholic clergyman in all his attempts 
to improve the lower classes of the people. His vil* 
lage school was open to catholics as well as protest- 
ants $ and father M'Cormuck, having been assured 
that their religion would not be tampered with, 
sliowed and encouraged his flock to send their children 
to the same seminary. 

Mrs. M'Crule was, or affected to be, much alarmed 
and somdalized at seeing catholic and protestant 
i^dren mixing so much together ; she knew that 
li{iEni<m8 Wore divided among some femilies in the 
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and Mrs. M'Crule thought it a fine opportunity of 
making herself of consequence^ by stirring .up the 
matter into a party question. This bright idea had 
occurred to her just. about the time that Orraoud 
brought over little Tommy from the Black Ishrnds. 
Puring Ormond'a absence upon his tour^ Sbeelah 
and Moriarty had regularly sent the boy to the vil- 
lage school; exhorting him to mind his book and his 
^figures, that he might surprise Mr. Ormond with Ids 
laming when he should come back. Tommy, with 
this excitation, and being a qtiick, clev^ little fellow, 
soon got to the head of his class, and kept there; and 
won all the school-prizes, and carried them home in 
triumph to his grandame, and to his dear Moriarty, 
to be treasured up, that he might show them to 
Mr. Ormond at his return home. Dr. Cambray was 
pleased with the boy, and so was every body, &uxfi 
Mrs. M<Crule. She often visited the school for the 
pleasure of finding fault ; and she wondered to see 
this little Tommy, who was a catholic, carrying away 
the prizes from all the others. She thought it hei" 
duty to inquire farther about him ; and as soon as 
she discovered that he came from the Black Islands, 
.that he lived with Moriarty, and that Mr. Ormond 
.was intere3ted about, him, she said she knew there 
was something wrong — therefore, she set her /ace 
against the child, and against the shameful partiality 
that some people showed. 

• Dr. Cambray pursued his course without attending 
to her ; and little Tommy pursued his course, im* 
proving rapidly in his laming. 

Now there was in. that, county an ezcelleal 
charitable institution for the education of children 
from seven to twelve year^ old ; an apprentice lee 
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achoo)^ and they had several other advantages^ which 
inade parents of the lower classes extremely desirous 
to get their sons into this establishment* 
. Before they could be admitted^ it was necessary 
that .they should have a certificate from their parish 
minister and catholic clergyman, stating that they 
could read and write, and that they were well-behaved 
children. On a certain day, every year, a number of 
candidates were presented. The certificates from the 
clergyman and priest of their respective parishes were 
much attended to by the lady patronesses, and by 
these the choice of the candidate to be admitted was 
usually decided. Little Tommy had an excellent 
certificate both from father M'Cormuck and from 
Dr. Cambray. Sheelah and Moriarty were in greai 
joy, and had " all the hopes in life" for him; and 
31|€telah, who was very fond of surprises, had cautioned 
Moriarty, and begged the doctor not to tell Mr. Harry 
a word about it, till all was Jixedy ** for if the boy 
should not have the luck to be chose at last, it would 
only be breaking his little heart the worse, that Mr. 
Harry should know any thing at all about it, sure." 

Meantime Mrs. M'Crule was Working against 
little Tommy with all her might. 

Some of the lady patronesses were of opinion that 
it would be expedient in future to c<mfine their bounty 
to the children of protestants only. 
, Mrs. M'Crule, who had been deputed by one of 
the absent ladies to act for her, was amazingly huay, 
visiting all the patronesses, and talking, and fearing* 
and ^^ hoping to heaven!" and prophesying, can* 
vassingj and collecting opinions and votes, as for a 
matter of life and death. She hinted that she knew 
that the greatest interest was making to get in thia 
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year a catholtc cliild^ and there was ho lauming, if 
this vfenton, what the consequence might be. In 
short, Ireland would be ruined, if little Tommy 
should prove the sucoessful candidate. Mrs. M'Crule 
did not find it difficult to stir up the prejudices and 
passions of several ladies, whose educa^n and whoed 
means of information might have secured them from 
such contemptible influence. 
. Her present business at Annaly was to try what 
impression she could make on lady and miss Annaly^ 
who were both patronesses of the school. As to Or« 
mond, whom she never had liked, she was glad ai 
this opportunity of revenging herself upon his iitde 
protege ; and of making Mr. Ormond sensible thai 
she was now a person of rather ftiore consequence 
than she had been, when he used formerly to defy her 
at Castle Hermitage. She little thought that, while 
she was thus pursuing the dictates of her own hate, 
she might serve the interests of Ormond's love. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Whbn Ormond returned, in obedience to Mrs. 
M'Crule's summons, he found in the room an unusual 
assemblage of persons — a party of morning visitors, 
the unmuffled contents of the car: As he entered, he 
bowed as courteously as possible to the whole cirde, 
and advanced towards Mrs. M'Crole, whose portents 
ous visage he could not fail to recognise. That visage 
was nearly half a yard long, thin out of all proportion, 
and dismal beyond all imagination; the comers of th^ 
mouth drawn down, the whites or yellows of the eyeS 
upturned, while with hands outspread she was do* 
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daiffiti^^ and in a lamentable tone deploring') ai| 
Ormond thought, aome great public calamity; for the 
eoiiclnding words were ** The danger^ my dear lad]f 
Aimaly^x-the danger, my dear miss Annaly-— oh I 
the danger is imminent. We shall all be positively 
iisdone, ma'am ; and Ireland— oh I I wish I was otice 
fltfe in England again— Ireland positively will bo 
rained ! " 

Ormond, looking to lady Annaly and miss Annaly 
for explanation, was somewhat reassured in this 
Imminent danger, by seeing that lady Annaly's 
countenance was perfectly tranquil, and that a slight 
ftmUe played on the lips of Florence. 

" Mr. Ormond," said lady Annaly, " I am sorry t* 
hear that Ireland is in danger of being ruined by 
your means." 

' ''By my means!" said Ormond, in great surprise; 
•<'I beg youir ladyship's pardon for repeating your 
words, but I really cannot understand them." 
• " Nor I neither; but by the time you have lired 
as long as I have in the world," said lady Annaly^ 
'' you will not be so much surprised as you now seem; 
my good sir, at hearing people say what you do not 
understand. I am told that Ireland will be undone 
by means of a proiig^ of yours, of the name of Tommy 
J>iin — ^not Dun Scotus." 

'' Dunshaughlin, perhaps," said Ormond, laughing^ 
f' Tommy Dunshaughlin! ihal little urchin ! What 
barm can little Tommy do to Ireland, or to any 
mortal?" 

Without condescending to turn her eyes upon 
Ormond, whose propensity to laughter had of old 
been offensive to her nature, Mrs. M'Crule continued 
to lady Annaly, " It is not of this insignificant child 
Its an individual that I am speaking, lady Annaly ;but 
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your ladyships who has lived so long in the worlds 
must know that there is no person or things howevef 
insignificant, that cannot, in the hands of a certsun 
description of people, be made an engine of mischief.? 

" Very true, indeed," said lady Annaly. 

'^ And there is no telling or conceiving/' pursued 
Mrs. M'Grule, " how in the hands of a certain party, 
you know^ ma'am, any thing now, even the least and 
the most innocent child (not that I take upon me to 
say that this child is so very innocent, though, to he 
sure, he is very little) — but innocent or not, there is 
positively nothing, lady Annaly, ma'am, which a 
certain party, certain evil-disposed persons, cannot 
turn to their purposes." 

''I cannot contradict that — I wish I could," said 
lady Annaly. 

'^ But I see your ladyship and miss Annaly do not 
consider this matter as seriously as I could wish*. 
'Tis an infatuation," said Mrs. M^Crule, uttering a 
dghs almost a groan, for her ladyship's and her 
daughter's infatuation. ^' But if people, ladies espe* 
cially, knew but half as much as I have learnt, since 
I married Mr. M^Crule, of the real state of Ireland; 
or if they had but half a quarter as many means as 
I have of obtaining information, Mr. M^Crule being 
one of his majesty's very active justices of the peace, 
jriding about, and up and down, ma'am, scouring the 
country, sir, you know, and having informers, high 
and low, bringing us every sort of intelligence; I 
say, my dear lady Annaly, ma'am, you would, if yoa 
only heard a hundredth part of what I hear daily, 
tremble — your ladyship would tremble from mom^ 
Ing till night." 

" Then I am heartily glad I do not hear it; for I 
should dislike very much to tremble from morning 
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t3Lnight> especially as my tremUing could do nobody 
any good." 

^^ But> lady Annaly^ ma'am^ you can do good by 
exerting yourself to prevent the danger in this emer* 
gency; you can do good> and it becomes your station 
and your character; you can do good, my dear lady 
Ahnaly, ma'am, to thousands in existence, and thou- 
sands yet unborn." 

" My benevoloice having but a limited appetite 
for thousands," said lady Annaly, '^ I should rather, 
if it be equal to you, Mrs. M'Crule, begin with the 
thousands already in existence; and of those thou- 
ssktids, why not begin with little Tommy?" 

" It is no use!" cried Mrs. M'Crule, rising from 
her seat in the indignation of disappointed zeal : 
*' Jenny, pull the bell for the car — ^Mrs. M'Greggor; 
if you've no objection, I'm at your service, for 'tis no 
use I see for me to speak here — nor should I have 
done so, but that I positively thought it my duty; 
and also a becoming attention to your ladyship and 
miss Annaly, as lady patronesses, to let you know 
beforehand our sentiments, as I have collected the 
opinions of so many of the leading ladies, and appre-^ 
bended your ladyship might, before it came to a 
public push, like to have an inkling or inuendo of how 
matters are likely to be carried at the general meet- 
ing of the patronesses on Saturday next, when we are 
determined to put it to the vote and poll. Jenny, do 
you see Jack, and the car ? Good morning to your 
ladyship; good day, miss Annaly." 

Ormond put in a detainer: "I am here in obedi- 
ence to your summons, Mrs. M'Crule— you sent to 
inform me that you had a few words of consequence 
to say to me" 
. " True, sir, I did wrap myself up this winter 
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vioniiiig, and came out> as Mfb. M'Or^igor can te»* 
tify, in spite of my poor face^ in hopes of doing some 
littJe good^ and giving a friendly hint> before an 
explosion should publicly take place. But you wfli 
excuse me^ since I find I gain so little credit^ and so 
waste my breath ; I can only leaye gentlemen and 
ladies in this emergency^ if they will.be blind to the 
danger at this crisis^ to follow their own jopinions." 
. Ormond still remonstrating on the croelty^of 
leaving him in utter darkness, and calling it blind- 
ness, and assuring Mrs. M'Crule that he had not the 
slightest conception of what the danger or the emer« 
gency to which she alluded might be, or what little 
Tommy could have to do with it, the lady conde- 
9cended, in compliance with Mrs. M'Oreggor's twitch 
behind, to stay and recommence her statement. He 
could not forbear smiling, even more than lady Annaly 
had done, when he was made to understand that the 
emergency and crisis meant nothing but this child's 
being admitted or not admitted into a charity schooL 
While Ormpnd was incapable of speaking in reply 
with becoming seriousness, Florence, who saw hii 
condition, had the kindness to draw off Mrs. M'Crule'a 
attention, by asking her to partake of some excellent 
goose-pie, which just then made its entrance. This 
promised, for a time, to suspend the discussion, and 
to unite all parties in one common sympathy.^ When 
Florence saw that the consommi, to which she 
delicately helped her, was not thrown away upon 
Mrs. M'Crule, and that the union of goose and tur- 
key in this Christmas dainty was much admired by 
this good lady, she attempted playfully to pass to a 
reflection on the happy effect that might to some 
tastes result from unions in party matters. 

But no«-^^ too serious matters these to be jested 



Irttli/' eren mih a glass of Bairsac at tbe lips. Mrs. 
jViHi^nile stopped to say bo, and to sigh; Per faroar 
of the Barsac^ howerer^ Floirence rentured to try 
Irhat a little raillery might do. It was possible^ that^ 
•f Mrs. M'Greggor and the chorus <^ young ladies 
lEould be made to taugh^ Mrs. M'Crule might be 
brought to see the whole thing in a less gloomy 
point of view; and might perhaps be, just in time, 
nade sensible of the ridicule to which she would 
expose herself, by persisting in sounding so pom- 
pously a false alarm. 

' '^ But can there really be so much danger," said 
Florence, '* in letting little children, protestant and 
catholic, come together to the same school — sit on 
tbe same bench — learn the same alphabet from the 
saibe hornbook?" 

'< O my dear miss Annaly," cried Mrs. M'Crule, 
'^I do wcmder to hear you treat this matter so lightly 
—you, from whom I confess I did expect better prin- 
ciples: ' sit on the same bench V easily said ; but, my 
dear young ladyy you do not consider that some errors 
ef popery, — since there is no catholic in the room, 
I suppose I may say it,— the errors of popery are 
wonderfully infectious '^ 

^' I remember," said lady Annaly, ^^ when I was a 
l^ild, being present once, when an honest man, that 
is, a protestant (for in those days no man but a pro^ 
testant could be called an honest man), came to my 
unde in a great passion to complain of the priest: 
' My lord,' said he, ^ what do you think the priest is 
going to do.^ he is going to bury a catholic corpse, 
Aot only in the churchyard, but, my lord, near to the 
grave of my father, who died a stanch dissenter.' 
f My dear sir,' said my uncle, to the angry honest 
man, ^ the clergyman of the parish is using me. worse 
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stillj for he u going to bury a inan> who died last 
Wednesday of the small-pox, near to my grand- 
mother, who never had the small-pox in her life." • 

Mrs. M'Crule pursed up her mouth very close at 
this story. She thought lady Annaly and her unde 
were equaUy wicked>>but she did not choose exactly 
to say so> as her ladjrship's uncle was a person of 
rank, and of character too solidly established for 
Mrs. M'Crule to shake. She therefore only gave 
one of her sighs for the sins of the whole generation^ 
and after a recording look at Mrs. M'Ore^or, she 
returned to the charge about the schools and -the 
children. 

'' It can do no possible good/' she said, ^' to admit 
catholic children to our schools, because, do what you 
will, you can never make them good protestants." 

''Well," said lady Annaly, ''as my friend, the 
excellent bishop of • • • * • * said in parliament, ' if 
you cannot make them good protestants, make them 
good catholics, make them good any-things.' " 

Giving up lady Annaly all together, Mrs. M'CruIe 
now desired to have Mr. Ormond*s ultimatum — she 
wished to know whether he had made up his mind 
as to the affair in question ; but she begged leave to 
observe, " that since the child had, to use the gentlest 
expression, the mirfortune to be bom and bred a 
catholic, it would be most prudent and gentlemanlike 
in Mr. Ormond not to make him a bone of contention, 
but to withdraw the poor child from the contest 
altogether, and strike his name out of the list of 
candidates, till the general question of admittance to 
those of his persuasion should have been decided by 
the lady patronesses." 

Ormond declared, with or without submission to 
Mrs. M'Crule, that he could not think it becooung 
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or gentieroaniike to desert a child whom he had 
undertaken to hefrieud — that^ whatever the child 
had the misfortune to be born^ he would abide by 
him; and would not add to his misfortunes by 
depriving him of the reward of his own industry 
and application, and of the only chance he had of 
continuing his good education, and of getting for- 
ward in life. 

Mrs. M'Crule sighed and groaned. 

But Ormond persisted : ** The child/' he said, 
'* should have fair play— «the lady patronesses would 
decide as they thought proper." 

It had been said that the boy had Dr. Cambray^s 
certificate, which Ormond was certain would not have 
been given undeservedly; he had also the certificate 
of his own priest. 

'* Oh ! what signifies the certificate of his priest," 
interrupted Mrs. M'Crule ; '^and as for Dr. Cam bray's, 
though he is a most respectable man (too liberal, 
perhaps), yet without meaning to insinuate any 
thing derogatory—- but we all know how things 
are managed, and Dr. Cambra/s great regard for 
Mr. Ormond might naturally infiuence him a little 
in favour of this little protege." 

Florence was very busy in replenishing Mrs. 
M'Ot^ggor's plate, and Ormond haughtily told Mrs. 
MKUrule, *' that as to Dr. Cambray's character for 
impartiality, he should leave that securely to speak 
for itself; and that as to the rest, ^le was at liberty 
to say or hint whatever she pleased, as far as he was 
concerned; but that for her own sake^ he would 
recommend it to her to be sure of her facts — for that 
slander was apt to hurt in the recoil." 

Alarmed by the tone of confident innocence and 
determination with which Ormond spoke, Mrs. 

U 18 
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M^Crule^ who like all other bullies was a coward^ 
lowered her roice^ and protested she meant nothing 
-—'^certainly no offence to Mr. Ormond; and as to 
slander^ there was nothing she detested so much — 
she was quite glad to be set right — for people did 
talk — ^and she had endeavoured to silence them^ and 
now could from the best authority." 

Ormond looked as if he wished that any authority 
could silence her — but no hopes of that« ^' She was 
sorry to find^ however^ that Mr. Ormond was posi- 
tively determined to encourage the boy, whoever he 
was, to persist as candidate on this occasion, because 
she should be concerned to do any thing that looked 
like opposing him, yet she must, and she knew others 
were determined, and in short he would be mortified 
to no purpose." 

"Well," Ormond said, *'he could only do his 
best, and bear to be mortified, if necessary, or when 
necessary." 

A smile of approbation from Florence made his 
heart beat, and for some moments Mrs. M'Crule 
spoke without his knowing one syllable she said. 

Mrs. M'Crule saw the smile, and perceived the 
effect. As she rose to depart, she turned to miss 
Annaly, and whispered, but loud enough for all to 
hear, " Miss Annaly must excuse roe if I warn her, 
that if she takes the part I am inclined to fear she 
will on Saturday, people I know will draw inferences." 
Florence coloured, but with catm dignity and 
spirit, which Mrs. M'Crule did not expect from her 
usual gentleness and softness of manners, she replied, 
that '' no inference which might be drawn from her 
conduct by any persons should prevent her from 
acting as she thought right, and taking that part 
which she believed to be just." 
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So ended the visits or the yisitation. The next 
day lady Annaly, miss Annaly^ sir Herbert^ and 
Ormonde went to Vicar's Dale^ and thence with the 
good doctor to the village school^ on purpose that 
they might see and form an impartial judgment of 
the little bOy. On one day in the week^ the parents 
and friends of the children were admitted, if they 
chose it, to the school-room^ to hear the lessons^ and 
to witness the adjudging of the week's premiums. 
This was prize day as they called it, and Sheelah and 
Moriarty were among the spectators. Their presence, 
and the presence of Mr. Ormond, so excited — so 
orer-excited Tommy, that when he first stood up to 
read, his face flushed, his voice faltered, his little 
hands trembled so much that he could hardly hold 
the book ; he could by no means turn over the leaf, 
and he was upon the point of disgracing himself by 
bursting into tears. 

'^ Oh ! ho !" cried an ill-natured voice of triumph 
from one of the spectators. Ormond and the Annalys 
turned, and saw behind them Mrs. M'Cnile. 

** Murder !" whispered Sheelah to Moriarty, "i^ 
she fixes him with that evil eye, and he gets the 
stroke of it, Moriarty, 'tis all over with him for life." 

'^ Tut, woman, dear — what can hurt him ? is not 
the good doctor in person standing betwixt him and 
harm ? and see ! he is recovering upon it fast — quite 
come to!— Hark! — he is himself again — Tomniy, 
voice and all !— success to him ! " 

He had success, and he deserved it — the prizes 
were his; and when they were given to him, the con- 
gratulating smiles of his companions showed that 
Dr. Cambray's justice was unimpeached by those 
whom it most concerned; that notwithstanding all 
that had been said and done directly and indirectly, 

u 2 
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to counteract his be]iev<Jeiic eflbrts^ he had succeeded 
in preventing envjr and party-spirit from spreading 
discord anaong these innocent children. 

Mrs. M^rule withdrew, and nobody saw when or 
how. 

" It is clear/' said lady Annaly, " that this boy is 
no favourite, for he has friends." 

'' Or if he be a favourite, and have friends, it is .a 
proof that he has extraordinary merit," said sir Her- 
bert. 

"He is coming to us," said Florence, who had 
been excessively interested for the child, and wbose 
eyes had followed him wherever he went: " Brother," 
whispered she, " will you let him pass you? he wants 
to say something to Mr. Ormond." 

The boy brought to Ormond all the prizes which 
he had won since the time he first came to school: 
his grandame, Sheelah, had kept them safe in a little 
basket, which he now put into Ormond's hands, with 
honest pride and pleasure. 

'^ I got 'em, and granny said you'd like to see them, 
90 she did — ^and here's what will please you — see my 
certificates — see, signed by the doctor himselfs own 
hand, and father M^Cormuck, that's his name, with 
his blessing by the same token he gave me." 

Ormond looked with great satisfaction at Tommy's 
treasures, and miss Annaly looked at them too with 
no small delight. 

*^ Well, my boy, have you any thing more to say?" 
said Ormond to the child, who looked as if he was 
anxious to say something more. 

" I have, sir; it's what I'd be glad to speak a word 
with you, Mr. Harry." 

" Speak it, then— you are not afraid of this 
lady?" 
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** O no— that I am not/' said the hoj, with a 
Tery expressive smile and emphasis. 

But as the child seemed to wish that no one else 
should hear, Ormond retired a step or two with him 
behind the crowd. Tommy would not let go miss 
Annaly's hand, so she heard all that passed. 

" I am afeard I am too troublesome to you, sir," 
said the boy. 

"To me — not the least," said Ormond: "speak 
on — say all you have in your mind." 

" Why, then," said the child, " I have something 
greatly on my mind, because I heard granny talking 
to Moriarty about it last night, over the fire, and I 
in the bed. Then I know all about Mrs. M'Crule, 
and how, if I don't give out, and wouldn't give up 
about the grand school, on Saturday, I should, may 
be, be bringing you, Mr. Harry, into great trouble: 
so that being the case, Til give up entirely — and Til 
go back to the Black Islands to-morrow," said Tommy, 
stoutly; yet swelling so in the chest that he could not 
say another word. He turned away. 

As they were walking home together from the 
school, Moriarty said to Sheelah, " FU engage, 
Sbeelah, you did not see all that passed the day." 

" I'll engage I did though," said Sheelah. 

" Why, then, Sheelah, you've quick eyes still." 

" Oh 1 I'm not so blind but what I could see that 
with half an eye«^ay, and saw how it was with them 
before you did, Moriarty. From the first minute 
they corned into the room together, said I to myself 
' there's a pair of angels well matched, if ever there 
was a pair on earth.' These things is all laid out 
above, unknownst to us, from the first minute we 
are born, who we are to have in marriage," added 
Sheelah. 
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^^ No; TLOltJixed from the first minute we are bom, 
Sheelah : it is not" said Moriarty. 

" And how should you know, Moriarty/' said 
Sheelah, " whether or not ?" 

" And why not as well as you, Sheelah, dear," 
replied Moriarty, " if you go to that ? " 

" Well, in the name of fortune, have it your own 
way," said Sheelah ; '' and how do you. think it is 
then ? " 

" Why it is partly fixed for us," said Moriarty; 
" but the choice is still in us, always " 

^' Oh ! bum me if I understand that," said 
Sheelah. 

'< Then you are mighty hard of understanding this 
morning, Sheelah. See now, with regard to master 
Harry and Peggy Sheridan: it's my opinion, 'twas 
laid out from the first, that in case he did not do 
that wrong about Peggy — then see. Heaven had this 
lady, this angel, from that time forward in view for 
him, by way of compensation for not doing the wrong 
he might have chose to do. Now, don't you think, 
Sheelah, that's the way it was? — be a rasonable 
woman." 

The rasonable woman was puzzled and silent, 
Sheelah and Moriarty having got, without knowing 
it, to the dark depths of metaphysics. There was 
some danger of their knocking their heads against 
each other there, as wiser heads have done on similar 
occasions. 

It was an auspicious circumstance for Ormond's 
love that Florence had now a daily object of thought 
and feeling in common with him. Mrs. M'Crule's 
' having piqued Florence was in Ormond's favour: it 
awakened her pride, and conquered her timidity; she 
ventured to trust her own motives. To be sore, .the 
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interest she felt for this child was uncommonly vivid; 
but she might safely avow this interest — it was in 
the cause of one who was innocent^ and who had 
been oppressedi 

As Mrs. M'Crule was so vindictively busy^ going 
about^ daily, among the lady patronesses, preparing 
for the great battle that was to be decided on the 
famous Saturday, it was necessary that lady and miss 
Annaly should exert themselves at least to make 
the truth known to their friends, to take them to 
see Dr. Cambray's school, and to judge of the little 
candidate impartially. The day for decision came, 
and Florence felt an anxiety, an eagerness, which 
made her infinitely more amiable and more inter* 
esting in Ormond's eyes. The election was de- 
cidedly in favour of humanity and justice. Florence 
was deputed to tell the decision to the successful 
little candidate, who was waiting, with his com- 
panions, to hear his fate. Radiant with benevolent 
pleasure, she went to announce the glad tidings. 

"Oh! if she is not beautiful!" cried Sheelah, 
clasping her hands. 

Ormond felt it so warmly, and his looks expressed 
his feelings so strongly, that Florence, suddenly 
abashed, could scarcely finish her speech. 

If Mrs. M'Crule had been present, she might 
again have cried " Oh! ho!" but she had retreated, 
too much discomfited by the disappointments of 
hatred to stay even to embarrass the progress of love. 
Love had made of late rapid progress. Joining in 
the cause of justice and humanity^ mixing with all 
the virtues, he had taken possession of the heart hap- 
pily, safely — unconsciously at first, yet triumphantly 
at last. 

Where was colonel Albemarle all this time.^ . Ore 
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mond neither knew nor cared ; he thought but little 
of him at this moment. However^ said he to him- 
self, colonel Albemarle will be here in a few days — 
it is better for me to see how things are there before 
r speak — I am sure Florence could not give me a 
decisire answer^ till her brother has disentangled 
that business for her. Lady Annaly said as much to 
me the other day^ if I understood her rightly — and 
I am sure this is the state of the case^ from the pains 
Florence takes now to avoid giving me an oppor- 
tunity of speaking to her alone, which I have been 
watching for so anxiously. So reasoned Ormondj 
but his reasonings, whether wise or foolish^ were set 
at nought by unforeseen events. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

One evening Ormond walked with sir Herbert 
Annaly to the sea^shore, to look at the lighthouse 
which was building. He was struck with all that 
had been done here in the course of a few months, 
and especially with the alteration in the appearance 
of the people. Their countenances had changed 
from the look of desponding idleness and cunning, to 
the air of busy, hopeful independence. He could 
not help congratulating sir Herbert, and wartnly ex- 
pressing a wish that he might himself in the whde 
course of his life do half as much good as sir HerbMt 
had already effected. 

^' You will do a great deal more," said sir Herbert: 
<^you will have a great deal more time. I must 
make the best of the little — probably the very littk 
time I shall have: while I yet live, let me not live in 
vain," 
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'* Yel lire/' said Orroond ; *' I ho]:yie-^I trust — 
you will lire many years to be happy, and to make 
others so : your strength seems quite re-established — 
you have all the appearance of health." 

Sir Herbert smiled, but shook his head. 

^' My dear Ormond, do not trust to outward 
appearances too much. Do not let my friends entirely 
deceive themselves. I know that my life cannot be long 
— I wish, before I die, to do as much good as I can." 

The manner in which these words were said, and 
the look with which they were accompanied, im- 
pressed Ormond at once with a conviction of the 
danger, fortitude, and magnanimity^ of the person 
who spoke to him. The hectic colour, the brilliant 
eye, the vividness of fancy, the superiority of intel- 
lectual powers, the warmth of the affections, and the 
amiable gentleness of the disposition of this young 
man, were, alas ! but so many fatal indications of his 
disease. The energy with which, with decreasing 
bodily and increasing mental strength, he pursued 
his daily occupations, and performed more than every 
duty of his station ; the never-failing temper and 
spirits with which he sustained the hopes of many of 
his friends ; were but so many additional causes of 
alarm to the too experienced mother. Florence, with 
less experience, and with a temper happily prone to 
hope, was more easily deceived. She could not be- 
lieve that a being, whom she saw so full of life, could 
be immediately in danger of dying. Her brother 
had now but a very slight cough— 'he had, to all 
appearance, recovered from the accident by which they 
had been so much alarmed when they were in Eng- 
land. The physicians had pronounced, that with care 
to aroid cold and all violent exertion he might do 
well and last long. 
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To fulfil the conditions was difficult; especially^ 
that which required him to refrain from any great 
exertion. Whenever he could he of service to his 
friends, or could do any good to his fellow-creatures^ 
he spared neither mental nor bodily exertion. Under 
the influence of benevolent enthusiasm^ he continually 
forgot the precarious tenure by which he held his 
life. 

It was now the middle of winter, and one stormv 
night a vessel was wrecked on the coast near Annaly. 
The house was at such a distance from that part of 
the shore where the vessel struck^ that sir Herbert 
knew nothing of it till the next mornings when it 
was all over. No lives were lost It was a small 
trading vessel^ richly laden. Knowing the vile habits 
of some of the people who lived on the coast, sir 
Herbert^ the moment he heard that there was a 
wreck, went down to see that the property of the 
sufferers was protected from those depredators^ who 
on such occasions were astonishingly alert. Ormond 
accompanied him, and by their joint exertions much 
of the property was placed in safety under a military 
guard. Some had been seized and carried off before 
their arrival, but not by any of sir Herbert's tenants. 
It became pretty clear that the fieighbours on sir 
Ulick O'Shane's estate were the offenders. They 
had grown bold from impunity, and from the belief 
that no jantleman ^' would choose to interfere with 
them, on account of their landlord." 

Sir Herbert's indignation rose. Ormond pledged 
himself that sir Ulick O'Shane would never protect 
such wretches; and eager to assist public justice, to 
defend his guardian, and, above all, to calm sir Her* 
bert and prevent him from over-exerting himself, he 
insisted upon being allowed to go in his stead with 
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the party of militarjr who were to search the 8U8« 
pected houses. It was with some difficulty that he 
preTailed. He parted with sir Herbert; and, struck 
at the moment with his highly-raised colour, and the 
yiolent heat and state of excitation he was in, Ormond 
again urged him to remember his own health, and his 
mother and sister. 

•* I will — I do," said sir Herbert; *^ but it is my 
duty to think of public justice before I think of 
myself." 

The apprehension Ormond felt in quitting sir Her- 
bert recurred frequently as he rode on in silence; but 
he was called into action, and it was dissipated. Or* 
mond spent nearly three hours searching a number of 
wretched cabins, from which the male inhabitants 
fled at the approach of the military, leaving the 
women and children to make what excuses and tell 
what lies they could. This the women and children 
executed with great readiness and ability, and in the 
most pity-moving tones imaginable. 

The inside of an Irish cabin appears very different 
to those who come to claim hospitality and to those 
who come to detect offenders. 

Ormond having never before entered a cabin with 
a search-warrant, constable, or with the military, he 
was '^not up to the thing" — as both the Serjeant and 
constable remarked to each other. While he listened 
to the piteous story of a woman about a husband 
who had broken his leg from a ladder, sarving the 
masons at sir Herbert's lighthouse, and was (ytitg at 
the hospital, not expected,* the husband was lying 
all the time with both his legs safe and sound in. a 
potatoe furrow within a few yards of the house. And 

* Not expected to live. 
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the child of another eloquent matron was running off 
with a pair of siiFer-niounted pistols taken fr<Mn the 
wreck, which he was instructed to hide in a bog-bole^ 
wiug — the bog-water never rusting. In one hovel— 
for the houses of these wretches who lived by pillage, 
after all their ill-gotten gains, were no better than 
hovels — in one of them^ in which, as the information 
stated, some valuable plunder was concealed, they 
found nothing but a poor woman groaning in bed^ 
and two little children ; one crying as if its heart 
would breaks and the other sitting up behind the 
mother's bolster supporting her. After the soldiers 
had searched every place in vain^ even the thatch of 
the house, the woman showing no concern all the 
while, but groaning on, seeming scarce able to answer 
Mr. Ormond's questions — the constable, an old hand, 
roughly bid her get up, that they might search the 
bed ; this Ormond would not permit : — she lay still, 
thanking his honour faintly, and they quitted the 
house. The goods which had been carried off were 
valuable, and were hid in the straw of the very bed 
on which the woman was lying. 

As they were returning homewards after their 
fruitless search, when they had passed the boundary 
of sir Ulick's and had reached sir Herbert's territory^ 
they were overtaken by a man, who whispered some- 
thing to the Serjeant which made him halt^ and burst 
out a laughing ; the laugh ran through the whole 
Serjeant's guard, and reached Ormond's ears; who, 
asking the cause of it, was told how the woman had 
cheated them, and how she was now risen from her 
bed, and was dividing the prize among the lamfid 
owners, *^ share and share alike." These lawful 
owners^ all risen out of the potatoe furrows, and 
returning from the bogs, were now assembled, holding 
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tiieir bed of justice. At the moment the Serjeant's 
information came oiF^ their captain^ with a bottle of 
whiskey in his hand^ M^as drinking '' To the health 
of sir Ulick O'Shane, our worthy landlord — seldom 
comes a better. The same to his ward^ Harry Or* 
mond^ esq., and may his eyesight ner^r be better nor 
worse." 

Harry Ormond instantly turned his horse's head, 
much provoked at having been duped, and resolved 
that the plunderers should not now escq)e. By the 
advice of Serjeants and constables, he dismounted, 
that no sound of horses' hoofs might give notice from 
a distance ; though, indeed, on the sands <^ the sea- 
shf>re, no horses' tread, he thought, could be heard. 
He looked round for some one with whom he could 
leave his horse, but not a creature, except the men 
who were with him, was in sight. 

^^ What can have become of all the people ? " said 
Ormond : " it is not the workmen's dinner-hour, and 
they are gone from the work at the lighthouse ; and 
the horses and cars are left without any one with 
them. He went on a few paces, and saw a boy who 
seemed to be left to watch the horses, and who looked 
yery melancholy. The boy did not speak as Ormond 
came up. 

" What ia the matter ? " said Ormond : '' some- 
Uiing dreadful has happened — speak ! " 

'' Did not you hear it, sir ? " said the boy : '' I'd 
be loath to tell it you." 

" Has any thing happened to " 

'* Sir Herbert — ay — the worst that could. Run-> 
niug to stop one of them villains that was making off 
with something from the wreck, he dropped sudden 
as if he was shot, and— when they went to lift him 
•up But you'll drop yourself, sir," said the boy* 
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" Give Lim some of the water out of the bucket, 
can't ye?" 

" Here's my cap/' said the Serjeant. Ormond was 
made to swallow the water, and, recovering his senses, 
heard one of the soldiers near him say, '' 'Twas only 
h faint sir Herbert took, I'll engage." 

The thought was new life to Chmond : he started 
up, mounted his horse, and galloped off — saw no 
creature on the road — found a crowd at the gate of 
the avenue — the crowd opened to let him pass, many 
voices calling as he passed to beg him to send out 
ward. This gave him fresh hopes, since nothing cer- 
tain was known : he spurred on his horse; but when 
he reached the house, as he was going to sir Herbert's 
room he was met by sir Herbert's own man, O'Reilly. 
The moment he saw O'Reilly's face, he knew there 
was no hope — he asked no question: the surgeon 
came out, and told him that in consequence of having 
broke a blood-vessel, which bled internally, sir Herbert 
had just expired — his mother and sister were with 
him. Ormond retired — he begged the servants would 
write to him at Dr. Cambray's — and he immediately 
went away. 

Two days after he had a note ftrom O'Reilly, 
written in haste, at a very early hour in the morn- 
ing, to say that he was just setting out with the 
hearse to the family burial-place at Herbert — it 
having ^en thought best that the funeral should 
not be in this neighbourhood, on account of the poor 
people at Annaly being so exasperated against those 
who were thought to be the immediate occasion of 
his death. Sir Herbert's last orders to O'Reilly were 
to this effect— >" to take care, and to have every 
thing done as privately as possible." 

No pomp of funeral was, indeed, necessary for 
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kicii a person. The great may need it — the good 
need it not: they are mottmed in the hearty and. 
they are remembered without rain pageantry. If 
public sorrow can sciothe private grief— and surely in 
Qome measure it must — the funily and friends of this 
young man had this consolation; but they had 
another and a better. 

It is the triumph of religion and of its ministers 
to be able to support the human hearty when all 
other resources are of little avail. Time^ it is true^ 
at length effaces the recollection of misfortune^ and 
age deadens the sense of sorrow. But that power to 
console is surely far superior in its effect^ more 
worthy of a rational and a social being, which 
operates — not by contracting or benumbing our feel- 
ings and faculties, but by expanding and ennobling 
them — inspiring us, not with stoic indifference to the 
pains and pleasures of humanity, but with pious 
submission to the will of Heaven — to the order, and 
orderer of the universe. 



CHAPTER XXVr. 

Thouoh sir Ulick O'Shane contrived to laugh on 
most occasions where other people would have wept, 
and though he had pretty well case-hardened his 
heart, yet he was shocked by the first news of the 
death of sir Herbert Annaly. He knew the man 
must die, he said — so must we all, sooner or later — 
but for the manner of his death, sir Ulick could not 
help feeling a secret pang. He felt conscious of 
having encouraged, or at least connived at, the prac- 
tices of those wretches who had roused the generous 
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and just indignation of sir Herbert^ and in pursuit 6f 
whom this fine young man bad fallen a sacrifice. 

Not only *' the still small voice/' but the cry of 
the country, was against sir Ulick on this occasion* 
He saw that he must give up the offenders^ and show 
decidedly that he desired to have them punished. 
Decidedly, then, and easily, as ever prince abandoned 
secretary or chancellor to saire his own popularity, 
quickly as ever grand seignior gave up grand vizier 
or chief baker to appease the people, sir Ulick gave 
up his " honest rascaU" his ^' rare rappareesy" and 
even his '' wrecker royaV* Sir Ulick set his magis* 
trate, Mr. M'Crule, at work for once on the side 
both of justice and law; warrants, committals, and 
constables, cleared the land. Many fled — a few were 
seized, escorted ostentatiously by a serjeant and twelve 
of sir Ulick's corps, and lodged in the county jail to 
stand their trial, bereft of all favour and purtection, 
bona fide delivered up to justice. 

A considerable tract of sir Ulick's coast estate, 
in consequence of this, remained untenanted. Some 
person in whom he could confide must be selected 
to inhabit the fishing-lodge, and to take care of the 
cabins and land till they should be relet. Sir Ulick 
pitched upon Moriarty Carroll for this purpose, and 
promised him such liberal reward, that all Moriarty's 
friends (!ongratulated him upon his " great luck in 
getting the appointment, against the man, too, that 
Mr. Marcus had proposed and favoured." 

Marcus, who was jealous in the extreme of power, 
and who made every trifle a matter of party com- 
petition, was vexed at the preference given against 
an honest man and a friend of his own, in favour of 
Moriarty, a catholic; a fellow he had always dis- 
liked, and a proteg6 of Mr. Ormond. Ormonde 
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though obliged to sir Ulick for this kindness to 
Moriarty^ was too intent on other things to think 
much about the matter. When he should see Flo- 
rence Annaly again seemed to him the only question 
in the universe of great importance. 
. Just at this time arrived letters for Mr. Ormonde 
from Paris, from M. and Mad. de Connal; very 
kind letters, with pressing invitations to him to pay 
them a visit. M. de Connal informed him, '^ that 
the five hundred pounds, king Corny's legacy, was 
ready waiting his orders. M. de Connal hoped to 
put it into Mr. Ormond's hands in Paris in his own 
hotel, where he trusted that Mr. Ormond would do 
him the pleasure of soon occupying the apartments 
which were preparing for him." It did not clearly 
appear whether they had or had not heard of his 
accession of fortune. Dora's letter was not from 
Dora — it was from Mad. de Connal, It was on 
green paper, with a border of Cupids and roses, and 
store of sentimental devices in the corners. The turn 
of every phrase, the style, as far as Ormond could 
judge, was quite French — aiming evidently at being 
perfectly Parisian. Yet it was a letter so flattering 
to the vanity of man as might well incline him to 
excuse the vanity of woman. '^ Besides," as sir 
Ulick O'Shane observed, ''after making due deduc- 
tions for French sentiment, there remains enough 
to satisfy an honest English heart that the lady 
really desires to see you, Ormond; and that now, in 
the midst of her Parisian prosperity, she has the grace 
to wish to show kindness to her father's adopted son, 
and. to the companion and friend of her childhood." 
Sir Ulick was of opinion that Ormond could not do 
better than accept the invitation. Ormond was sur- 
prised, for he well recollected the manner in which 
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his guardian had formerly, and not many months 
ago, written and spoken of Connal as a coxcomb and 
something worse. 

" That is true/' said sir Ulick ; « but that was 
when I was angry about your legacy, which was of 
great consequence to us then, though of none now — 
^I certainly did suspect the man of a design to cheat 
you; but it is clear that I was wrong — I am ready 
candidly to acknowledge that I did him injustice. 
Your money is at your order — and I have nothing 
to say but to beg M. de Connal ten thousand French 
pardons. Observe, I do not beg pardon for calling 
him a coxcomb, for a coxcomb he certainly is." 

'^ An insufferable coxcomb ! " cried Ormond. 

" But a coxcomb in fashion" said sir Ulick ; ** and 
a coxcomb in fashion is a useful connexion. He did 
not fable about Versailles — I have made j^articular 
inquiries from our ambassador at Paris, and he writes 
me word that Connal is often at court — en bonne odeur 
at Versailles. The ambassador says he meets the 
Connals every where in the first circles — how they 
came there I don't know." 

" I am glad to hear that, for Dora's sake," said 
Ormond. 

'^ I always thought her a sweet, pretty little crea^ 
ture," said sir Ulick, '' and no doubt she has been 
polished up ; and dress and fashion make such a dif- 
ference in a woman — I suppose she is now ten times 
better — that is, prettier: she will introduce you at 
Paris, and your own fnert<*<-that is, manners, and 
figure, and fortune*— will make your way every where* 
By the by, I do not see a word about poor made- 
moiselle — O yes ! here is a line squeezed in at the 
edge— ^ Mille tendres souvenirs de la part de Mdlle. 
OTaley.'" 
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" Poor mademoiselle!" 

'* Poor mademoiselle !" repeated sir Ulick. 

" Do you mean that thing half Irish, half French, 
hay mud, half tinsel?** said Ormond. 

'^ Very good memory! very sly^ Harry! But still 
in the Irish half of her I dare say there is a heart; 
and we must allow her the tinsel, in pure gratitude, 
for having taught you to speak French so well — that 
will be a real advantage to you in Paris." 

*' Whenever I go there, sir," said Ormond, coldly. 

Sir Ulick was very much disappointed at per- 
ceiving that Ormond had no mind to go to Paris; 
but dropping the subject, he turned the conversation 
upon the Annalys: he praised Florence to the skies, 
hoped that Ormond would be more fortunate than 
Marcus had been, for somehow or other he should 
never live or die in peace till Florence Annaly was 
more nearly connected with him. He regretted, how- 
ever, that poor sir Herbert was carried off before he 
had completed the levying of those fines, which would 
have cut off the entail, and barred the heir at law 
from the Herbert estates. Florence was not now the 
great heiress it was once expected she should be; 
indeed she had but a moderate gentlewoman's fortune 
-—not even what at Smithfield a man of Ormond's 
fortune might expect; but sir Ulick knew, he said, 
that this would make no difference to his ward, 
unless to make him in greater impatience to propose 
for her. 

It was impossible to be in greater impatience to 
propose for her than Ormond was. Sir Ulick did 
not wonder at it; but he thought that miss Annaly 
would not^ coidd not, listen to him yet. Time, the 
fxnaforter, must come first; and while time was doing 
his business^ love could not decently be admitted, 
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" That was the reason/' said sir Ulick^ retumiiig 
by another road to the charge, ^^ why I advised a trip 
to Paris; but you know best." 

'^I cannot bear this suspense — I must and will 
know my fate — I will write instantly^ and obtain an 
answer." 

" Do so; and to save time^ I can tell what your 
fate and your answer will be: from Florence Annaly, 
assurance of perfect esteem and regard^ as far as 
friendship, perhaps; but she will tell you that she 
cannot think of love at present. Lady Annaly, 
prudent lady Annaly, will say that she hopes Mr. 
Ormond will not think of settling for life till he has 
seen something more of the world. Well, you don't 
believe me/' said sir Ulick, interrupting himself just 
at the moment when he saw that Ormond began to 
think there was some sense in what he was saying. 
If you don't believe me, Harry," continued he, 

consult your oracle. Dr. Cambray: he has just 
returned from Annaly, and he can tell you how the 
land lies." 

Dr. Cambray agreed with sir Ulick that both lady 
Annaly and her daughter would desire that Ormond 
should see more of the world before he settled for 
life ; but as to going off to Paris, without waiting to 
see or write to them. Dr. Cambray agreed with 
Ormond that it would be the worst thing he could do 
*-that so far from appearing a proof of his respect to 
their grief, it would only seem a proof of indifferencei 
or a sign of impatience: they would conclude that he 
was in haste to leave his friends in adversity to go 
to those in prosperity, and to enjoy the gaiety and 
dissipation of Paris. Dr. Cambray advised that he 
should remain quietly where he was, and wait till 
miss Annaly should be disposed to see him. This 
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was most prudelit^ Ormond allowed. '' But then the 
delay!" To conquer by delay we must begin by con- 
quering our impatience: now that was what our hero 
could not possibly do — therefore he jumped hastily 
to this conclusion, that ''in love affairs no man should 
follow any mortal's opinion but his own." 

Accordingly he sat down and wrote to miss Annaly 
a most passionate letter, enclosed in a most dutiful 
one to lady Annaly, as full of respectful attachment 
and entire obedience as a son-in-law expectant could 
dense — beginning very properly and very sincerely, 
with anxiety and hopes about her ladyship's health, 
and ending, as properly, and as sincerely, with hopes 
that her Iad3r8hip would permit him, as soon as pos- 
sible, to take from her the greatest, the only remaining 
fiource of happiness she had in life — her daughter. 

Having worded this very plausibly — for he had 
now learned how to write a letter — our hero de- 
spatched a servant of sir Ulick's with his epistle; 
ordering him to wait certainly for an answer, but 
above all things to make haste back. Accordingly 
the man took a cross road — a short cut, and coming 
to a bridge, which he did not know was broken down 
till he was close upon it, he was obliged to return and 
to go round, and did not get home till long after dark 
— and the only answer he brought was, that there 
was no answer — only lady Annaly's compliments. 

Ormond could scarcely believe that no answer had 
been sent; hxxi the man took all the saints in heaven 
or in the calendar to. witness that he would not tell 
his. honour, or axiy jahtkman, a lie. 

Upon a cross-ex^ination, the man gave proof 
that he . had actually seen both the ladies. They 
were sitting tso and! so, and dressed so and so, in 
mourning. Farther, he gave undeniable proof that 



810 ORMONB. 

he had delivered the letters^ and that ihey had been 
opened and read ; for — by the same token — ^he was 
summoned up to niy lady on account of one of Mr. 
Ormond's letters^ he did not know which, or to tvhoy 
being dated Monday, whereas it was Wednesday; 
and he had to clear himself of having been three days 
on the road. 

Ormond, inordinately impatient, could not rest a 
moment. The next morning he set off full speed 
for Annaly, determined to iind out what was the 
matter. 

Arrived there, a new footman came to the door with 
'' Not at home, sir." Ormond could have knocked 
him down, but he contented himself with striking 
his own forehead — however, in a genteel proper voice, 
he desired to see sir Herbert's own man, O'Reilly. 

^' Mr. O'Reilly is not here, sir — absent on business." 

Every thing was adverse. Ormond had one hope 
that this new fellow, not knowing him, might by 
mistake have included him in a general order against 
morning visitors. 

"My name is Ormond, sir." 

" Yes, sir." 

" And I beg you will let lady Annaly and miss 
Annaly know that Mr. Ormond is come to pay his 
respects to them." 

The man seemed very unwilling to carry any 
message to his ladies. " He was sure," he said, " that 
the ladies would not see any body." 

"Was lady Annaly ill?'' 

" Her ladyship had been but poorly, but was 
better within the last two days." 

" And miss Annaly?" 

" Wonderful better, too, sir; has got up her spirits 
greatly to-day.' 
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'* I am ?ei7 glad to bear it/' said Ormond. " Pray* 
Wy can you tell me whether a servant from Mr. 
Ormond brought a letter here yesterday?" 

« He did, sir." 

*'And was there any answer sent?" 

" I really can't say, sir." 

^ Be so good to take my name to your lady," 
repeated Ormond* 

<' Indeed, sir, I don't like to go in, for I know my 
lady— -both my ladies is engaged, very particularly 
engaged— however, if you very positively desire it, 
Si r ■ 

Ormond did very positively desire it, and the foot- 
man obeyed. While Ormond was waiting impatiently 
for the answer, his horse, as impatient as himself, 
would not stand still. A groom, who was sauntering 
about^ saw the uneasiness of the horse, and observing 
that it was occasioned by a peacock, who, with spread 
tail, was strutting in the sunshine, he ran and chased 
the bird away. Ormond thanked the groom, and 
threw him a luck token; but not recollecting his face, 
asked how long he had been at Annaly. '* I think 
you were not here when I was here last?" said 
Ormond. 

*^ No, sir," said the man, looking a little puzzled; 
^' I never was here till the day before yesterday in my 
bom days. We bees from England." 

«We!" 

*' That is, I and master — ^that is, master and I." 

Ormond grew pale; but the groom saw nothing of 
it — his eyes had fixed upon Ormond's horse. 

** A very fine horse this of yours, sir, for sartain^ 
if he could but stand, sir; he's main restless at 
a door. My master's horse is just his match for 
that" 
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'^ And pray wbo is your master^ sir ?" said Ormond, 
in a voice which he forced to be calm^ 

'^ My master^ sir^ is one colonel Albemarle^ son of 
the famous general Albemarle, as lost his arm, sir, 
you might have heard talk of, time back," said the 
groom. 

At this moment a window-blind was flapped aside, 
and before the wind blew it back to its place again, 
Ormond saw Florence Annaly sitting on a sofa, and 
a gentleman, in regimentals, kneeling at her feet. 

" Bless my eyes I" cried the groom, *' what made 
you let go his bridle, sir? Only you sat him well, 
sir, he would ha' thrown you that minute — Curse the 
blind! that flapped in his eyes." 

The footman reappeared on the steps. *' Sir, it 
is just as I said — I could not be- let in. Mrs. Spen- 
cer, my lady's woman, says the ladies is engaged — 
vou can't see them." 

Ormond had seen enough. 

'^ Very well, sir," said he — " Mr. Ormond's com- 
pliments — he called, that's all." 

Ormond put spurs to his horse and galloped <^; 
and fast as he went, he urged his horse still faster. 

In the agony of disappointed love and jealousy, he 
railed bitterly against the whole sex, and against 
Florence Annaly in particular. Many were the rash 
vows he made that he would never think of her more 
' — that he would tear her from his heart — that he 
would show her that he was no whining lover, no 
easy dupe, to be whifiled off and on, the sport of 
a coquette." 

** A coquette! — is it possible, Florence Annaly? — 
Fow— and after all !" 

' Certain tender recollections obteuded; but he 
repelled them — he would not allow one of them to 
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initigate his rage. His naturally violent passion of 
anger^ now that it broke again from the control of 
his reason^ seemed the more ungovernable from the 
sense of past and the dread of future restraint. 

So^ when a horse naturally violent, and half trained 
to the curb^ takes fright^ or takes offence^ and, start- 
ing, throws his master, away he gallops; enraged the 
more by the falling bridle, he rears, plunges, curvets, 
and lashes out behind at broken girth or imaginary 
pursuer. 

' "Good Heavens! what is the matter with you,' 
my dear boy? — what has happened?" cried sir Ulick, 
the moment he saw him; for the disorder of Ormond's 
mind appeared strongly in his face and gestures*^ 
still more strongly in his words. 
' When he attempted to give an account of what 
had happened, it was so broken, so exclamatory, that 
it was wonderful how sir Ulick made out the plain 
fact Sir Ulick, however, well understood the short- 
hand language of the passions: he listened with eager 
interest — he sympathized so fully with Ormond'& 
feelings — expressed such astonishment, such indig- 
nation, that Harry, feeling him to be his warm- 
friend, loved him as heartily as in the days of his 
childhood. ' 

Sir Ulick saw and seized the advantage: he had 
almost despaired of accomplishing his purpose— now 
was the critical instant. 

"Harry Ormond," said he, '^ would you make 
Florence Annaly feel to the quick — ^would you make 
her repent in sackcloth and ashes — would you make 
her pine for you, ay! till her very heart is sick?" • 
• "Would I? to be sure — show me how!— only 
show me how !" cried Ormond. - *■ 

" Look ye> Harry! to have and to hold "a woman— -^ 
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trust nie> for I ha?e had and held many — to have and 
to hold a woman, you must first show her that you 
can, if you will^ fling her from you — ay ! and leare 
her there: set off for Paris to-morrow moming^my 
life upon it, the moment she hears you are gcme, she 
will wish you back again!" 

" ril set off to-night/' said Ormond, ringing the 
bell to give orders to his servant to prepare imme* 
diately for his departure. 

Thus sir Ulick, seizing precisely the moment when 
Ormond's mind was at the right heat, aiming with 
dexterity and striking with force, bent and moulded 
him to his purpose. 

While preparations for Ormond's journey were 
making, sir Ulick said that there was one thing he 
must insist upon his doing before he quitted Castle 
Hermitage — ^he must look over and settle his guar- 
dianship accounts. 

Ormond, whose head was far from business at this 
moment, was very reluctant: he said that the accounts 
could wait till he should return from France; but sir 
Uliok observed that if he, or if Ormond, were to di^ 
leaving the thing unsettled, it would be loss of pro- 
perty to the one, and loss of credit to the other. 
Ormond then begged that the accounts might be 
sent after him to Paris; he would look over them 
there at leisure, and sign them. No, sir Ulick said> 
they ought to be signed by some forthcoming witness 
in this country. He urged it so much, and put it 
upon the footing of his own credit and honour in 
such a manner, that Ormond could not refuse. He 
seized the papers, and took a pen to sign them; but 
sir Ulick snatched the pen from his hand, and abso- 
lutely insisted upon his first knowing what he was 
going to sign. 
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'< The whole account could have been looked over 
while we have been talking about it/' said sir UHck. 

Ormond sat down and looked it over^ examined all 
the vouchers, saw that every thing was perfectly right 
and fair, signed the accounts, and esteemed sir Ulick 
the more for having insisted upon showing, and prov<« 
ing that all was exact. 

Sir Ulick offered to manage his affairs for him 
while he was away, particularly a large sum which 
Ormond had in the English funds. Sir Ulick had 
a banker and a broker in London, on whom he could 
depend, and he had, from his place and connexions, 
&c. means of obtaining good information in public 
affairs; he had made a great deal himself by specu- 
lations in the funds, and he could buy in and sell out 
to great advantage, he said, for Ormond. But for 
this purpose a letter qf attorney was necessary to be 
given by Ormond to sir Ulick. 

There was scarcely time to draw one up, nor was 
sir Ulick sure that there was a printed form in the 
house. Luckily, however, a proper power was found, 
and filled up, and Ormond had just time to sign it 
before he stepped into the carriage : he embraced his 
guardian, and thanked him heartily for his care 
of the interests of his purse, and still more for the 
sympathy he had shown in the interests of his heart. 
Sir Ulick was moved at parting with him, and this 
struck Harry the more, because he certainly strug- 
^ed to suppress his feelings. Ormond stopped at 
Vicar's Dale to tell Dr. Cambray all that had hap* 
pened, to thank him and his family for their kind- 
ness, and to take leave of them. 

They were indeed astonished when he entered, 
saying, '^ Any commands, my good friends, for Lon« 
don or Paris? I am on my way there — carriage at 
the door." 
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At first they could not believe bim to be serious; 
but when they heard his story, and saw by the agita** 
tion of his manner that he was in earnest, they were 
still more surprised at the suddenness of his deter-» 
mination. They all believed and represented to him 
that there must be some raistsike, and that he was not 
cool enough to judge sanely at this moment 
' Dr. Cambray observed that miss Annaly could not 
prevent any man from kneeling to her. Ormond 
haughtily said, " He did not know what she could 
prevent, he only knew what she did. She had not 
vouchsafed an answer to his letter — she had not 
admitted him. These he thought were sufficient 
indications that the person at her feet was accepted. 
Whether he were or not, Ormond would inquire no 
farther. She might now accept or refuse, as she 
pleased — he would go to Paris." 

His friends had nothing more to say or to do, but 
to sigh, and to wish him a good journey, and much 
pleasure at Paris. 

Ormond now requested that Dr. Cambray would 
have the goodness to write to him from time to time, 
to inform him of whatever he might wish to know 
during his absence. He was much mortified to hear 
from the doctor that he was obliged to proceed, with 
his family, for some months, to a distant part of the 
north of England;. and that, as to the Annalys, they 
were immediately removing to the sea- coast of Devon** 
shire, for the benefit of a mild climate and of sea- 
bathing. Ormond, therefore, had no resource but in 
his guardian;^ ' Sir Ulick's affairs, however, were: to 
take him over to London, from whence Ormond could 
not expect much satisfactory intelligence with respect 
to Ireland. 

Ormond flew to Dublin, crossed the channel in an 
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express boat^ travelled night and day in the mail to 
London, from thence to Dover — crossed the water in 
a storm, and travelled with the utmost expedition to 
Paris, though there was no one reason why he should 
be in haste; and for so much, his travelling was as 
little profitable or amusing as possible. He saw, 
heard, and understood nothing, till he reached Paris. 
It has been said that the traveller without sen- 
sibility may travel from Dan to Beersheba without 
finding any thing worth seeing. The traveller who 
has too much sensibility often observes as little — of 
this all persons must be sensible who have ever 
travelled when their minds were engrossed with 
painful feelings, or possessed by any strong passion. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Ormokd had written to M. and Mad. de Connal 
to announce his intentions of spending some time in 
Paris, and to thank them for the invitation to their 
house; an invitation which, however, he declined 
accepting; but he requested M. de Connal to secure 
apartments for him in some hotel near them. 

Upon his arrival he found every thing prepared for 
a Milord Anglois : handsome apartments, fashionable 
carriage, well-powdered laquais, and a valet de cham- 
bre, waited the orders of monsieur. 

Connal was with him a few minutes after his 
arrival — welcomed him to Paris with cordial gaiety — 
was more glad, and more sorry, and said more in five 
minutes, and above all made more protestations of 
regard than an Englishman would make in a year. 

He was rejoiced — delighted — enchanted to see 
Mr. Ormond. Mad. de Connal was absolutely 
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transported with joy when she heard he was on his 
road to Paris. Madame was now at Versailles; Imt 
she would return in a few days: she would be in 
despair at Mr. Ormond's not accepting the apart- 
ments in the Hotel de Connal^ which were actuallj 
prepared for him ; but in fact it was nearly the same 
thing, within two doors of them. He hoped Mr. Or- 
mond liked his apartments — but in truth that was of 
little consequence, for he would never be in them^ 
except when he was asleep or dressing." 

Ormond thought the apartments quite superb, and 
was going to have thanked M. de Connal for the 
trouble he had taken; but at the word superbe, Connal 
ran on again with French vivacity of imagination. 

*' Certainly, Mr. Ormond ought," he said, *' to have 
every thing now in the first style." He congratu- 
lated our hero on his accession of fortune, '^ of which 
Mad. de Connal and he had heard with inexpres- 
sible joy. And Mdlle. OTaley, too, she who had 
always prophesied that they should meet in happiness 
at Paris, was now absolutely in ecstacy." 

" You have no idea, in short, my dear Ormond, of 
what a strong impression you left on all our minds 
— no conception of the lively interest you always 
inspired." 

It was a lively interest which had slumbered 
quietly for a considerable time, but now it wakened 
with perfectly good grace. Ormond set little value 
on these sudden protestations, and his pride felt 
a sort of fear that it should be supposed he was 
deceived by them ; yet, altogether, the manner was 
agreeable, and Connal was essentially useful at this 
moment: as sir Ulick had justly observed, a coxoomb 
in fashion may, in certain circumstances, be a useful 
friend. 
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'^ 'Bui, my dear fellow/' cried Conna]^ ''what savage 
cut your hair last? — It is a sin to trust your fine 
head to the barbarians'— my hairdresser shall be with 
you in the twinkling of an eye: I will send my tailor 
-»^low me to choose your embroidery, and see your 
lace^ before you decide — I am said to have a tolerable 
taste---the ladies say so, and they are always the best 
judges. The French dress will become you prodi- 
giously, I foresee — but, just Heaven! — what buckles! 
— ^those must have been made before the flood : no 
disparagement to your taste, but what could you do 
better in the Black Islands? Paris is the only place 
for 6«;oti^erte'— except in steel, Paris surpasses the 
universe — your eyes will be dazzled by the Palais 
Royal. But this hat ! — ^you know it can't appear — 
it would destroy you : my chapelier shall be with you 
instantly. It will all be done in five minutes — you 
have no idea of the celerity with which you may 
command every thing at Paris. But I am so sorry 
that madame is at Versailles, and that I am under a 
necessity of being there myself to-morrow for the rest 
oi this week ; but I have a friend, a little e^bS, who 
will be delighted in the mean time to show you 
Paris." 

From the moment of his arrival at Paris, Ormond 
resolved to put Florence Annaly completely out of 
his thoughts, and to drown in gaiety and dissipation 
the too painful recollection of her duplicity towards 
him. He was glad to have a few days to look aibout 
him, and to see something of Paris. 

He should like, as he told M. de Connal, to go to 
the play, to accustom himself to the language. He 
must wear off his English or Irish awkwardness a 
little, before he should be presented to Mad. de 
Connal, or appear in French society. 
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A profasion of compliments followed from M . de 
Gonnal ; but Ormond persisting^ it was settled tbat 
he should go incog, this night to the Theatre 
Fran9ois. 

Connal called upon him in the evening, and todk 
him to the theatre. 

* They were in une petite loge, where they could see 
without being seen. In the box with them was the 
young abbe> and a pretty little French actress, 
Mdlle. Adrienne. At the first coup-d'ceil, the 
French ladies did not strike him as handsome; they 
looked as he said like dolls, all eyes and rouge; and 
rouge, as he thought, very unbecomingly put on, in 
one frightful red patch or plaster, high upon the 
cheek, without any pretence to the imitation of 
natural colour. 

"Eh fi done!" said the abbe, "what you call the 
natural colour, that would be rouge coquette, which 
no woman of quality can permit herself." 

" No, Dieu merci," said the actress, " that is for 
us: 'tis very fair we should have some advantages in 
the competition, they have so many — by birth — ^if 
not by nature." 

M. de Connal explained to Ormond that the fright- 
ful red patch which offended his eye, was the mark of 
a woman of quality: " women only of a certain rank 
have the privilege of wearing their rouge in that 
manner — your eye will soon grow accustomed to it, 
and you will like it as a sign of rank and fashion." 

The actress shrugged her shoulders, said some- 
thing about " la belle nature" and the good taste of 
monsieur TAnglois. The moment the curtain drew 
up, she told him the names of all the actors and 
actresses as they appeared — noting the value and 
celebrity of each. The play was, unfortunately fw 
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Oi'mond, a tragedy; and Le Kain was at Versailles. 
Oraumd thought he understood French ^pretty well, 
but he did not comprehend what was going on. The 
French tone of tragic declamation, so unnatural to 
his ear^ distracted his attention so much, that he 
could not make out the sense of what any of the 
actors said. 

'^ 'Tis like the quality rouge/' said Connal ; " your 
taste must be formed to it. But your eye and your 
ear will accommodate tliemselves to both. You will 
like it in a month." 

M. de Connal said this was always the first feeling 
of foreigners. "But have patience," said he; "go 
on listening, and in a night or two, perhaps in an 
hour or two, the sense will break in upon you all at 
once. You will never find yourself at a loss in 
society. Talk, at all events, whether you speak ill 
or well, talk: don't aim at correctness — ^we don't" 
expect it. Besides, as they will tell you, we like to 
see how a stranger ' plays with our language.' " 

M. de Connal's manner was infinitely more agree- 
able towards Ormond now than in former days. 

There was perhaps still at the bottom of his mind 
the same fund of self-conceit> but he did not take the 
same arrogant tone. It was the t(me not of a supe- 
rior to an inferior, but of a friend, in a new society, 
and a country to which he is a stranger. There was 
as little of the protector in his manner as possible, 
considering his natural presumption and acquired 
habits: considering that he had made his own way in 
Paris^ and that he thought to be the first man in a 
certain circle there was to be nearly the first man in 
the universe. The next morning, the little abb^ 
called to pay his compliments, and to offer his 
services. 

Y 38 
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M. de C<Minal being obliged to go to Versailles, fa 
hts absence the abb^ would be very hsppy, he flRiid, 
to attend Mr. Ormmid^ and to show him Paris : he 
believed^ he humUy said, that he had the means of 
showing him every thing that was worth bis attentien* 

Away they drove. 

" Gare ! gare !" cried the coachman, chasing away 
the droves of walkers before him. There being no 
footpaths in the streets of Paris, they were continu- 
ally driven up close to the walls. 

Ormond at first shrunk at the sight of their peril 
and narrow escapes. 

'^ Monsieur apparemment is nervous after his voy^ 
ageV said the abb6. 

'^ No, but I am afraid the people will be run over. 
I will make the coachman drive more quietly." 

^^ Du tout! — not at all," said the little abbe, who 

"was of a noiUe family, and had all the airs of it. 

^' Leave him to settle it with the people— they are 

used to it. And, after all, what have they to thak 

ef, but to take care of themselves — la canaille f" 

'' La canaille,'* synonymous with the swinish istf^ 
iitude, an expression of contempt lor whrch the 
Parisian nobility have since paid terribly dear. 

Ormond, who was net used to it, found it difficttlt 
to abstract his sympathy from his fellow-creatures, 
by whatever name they were called; and be coold 
notexclusivelv omnmand his attention, to admire the 
houses and churches, which his abbi contsnuatty 
pointed out to his notice. 

He admired, however, the fine £a9ade of the 
Louvre, the Place de Louis XV., the astonishingly 
briUiaut spectacle of the P^ais Royal, Notre Dame, 
a few handsome bridges^ and the drives os the 
Boulevards. 



But in fact dtcre was at that time much more to 
be heard^ and less to be seen^ than at present in 
Paris. Paris was not then as fine a city as it now is. 
Ormonde in his secret soul, preferred the bay of Dub-» 
lin to all he then saw on the banks of the Seine. 

The little abb^ was not satisfied with the paucity 
of his exclamations, and would hare given him up, as 
vnjroid Anghis, but that, fortunately, our young 
hero had each night an opportunity of redeeming his 
credit. They went to the play-^— he saw French 
comedy 1^ — ^he saw and heard Molet, and Mad. de 
la Ruette: ths abbe was charmed with bis deligbt, his 
endiusiasm, his genuine ^oyroent of high comedy, 
and his quick feeling of dramatic excellence. It 
was indeed perfection — beyond any thing of which 
Ormond could hare formed an idea. £rery part well 
perfoirmed-*-notiiing to break the illusion ! 

ThiB first fit of dramatic enthuMasm was the thini 
iby at its height, when Connal returned from Ver- 
sailles; and it was so strong upon him, and be was 
so fuU of Molet and Mad. de la Ruette, that he 
eoiild scarcely listen to^ what Connal said of Ver* 
iMiiSlfB, the king's supper, and Mad. la daupirine. 

''No doubt — he should like to see all that — but at 
aU ef«nts he was positively detemnned te see Motet, 
and Mad. de la Ruette, every night they acted.'* 

Connal smiled, and only answered, " Of eenrse he* 
would do as he pleased." But in the mean time, it 
wa» BOW Mad. de Connal's night fer seeing com«^ 
pany, and he was to make his debut in a French 
assembly. 

Connal called for him early, that tbey might have 
a few minutes to themselves before the company 
should arrive. 

Ormond felt some curiosity, a li(ttk mxiety, a 

y 2 
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slight flutter at the heart, at the thought of seeing 
Dora again. 

The arrival of her husband interrupted these 
thoughts. 

Connal took the light from the hands of Crepin, 
the valet, and reviewed Ormond from head to foot. 

*' Very well, Crepin: you have done your part^ and 
Nature has done hers, for monsieur." 

" Yes, truly," said Crepin, " Nature had done 
wonders for monsieur; and monsieur, now he is 
dressed, has really all the air of a Frenchman." 

^' Quite Tair comme il faut! Tair noble!" added 
Connal; and he agreed with Crepin in opinion that 
French dress made an astonishing difference in 
Mr. Ormond. 

^' Mad. de Connal, I am sure, will think so," 
continued Connal, '' will see it with admiration — for 
she really has good taste. I will pledge myself for 
your success. With that figure, with that air, you 
will turn many heads in Paris — if you will but talk 
enough. Say every thing that comes into your head 
— don't be like an Englishman, always thinking about 
the sense — the more nonsense the better — ^trust me — 
livrez vous — let yourself out — follow me, and fear 
nothing," cried he, running down stairs, delighted 
with Ormond and with himself. 

He foresaw that he should gain credit by jprtK^wctiig' 
such a man. He really wished that Ormond should 
succeed in French society, and that he should pass his 
time agreeably at Paris. 

No man could feel better disposed towards another. 
£ven if he should take a fancy to madame, it was to 
the polite French husband a matter of indiflference, 
except so far as the arrangement might, or might not, 
inteiiere with his own views. 
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And these views — what were they? — Only to win 
all the young man's fortune at play. A cela prfes 
•—excepting this, he was sincerely Ormond's friend, 
ready to do every thing possible — de faire I'impossible 
— to oblige and entertain him. 

Connal enjoyed Ormond's surprise at the magnifi- 
cence of his hotel. After ascending a spacious 
staircase, and passing through antechamber after 
antechamber, they reached the splendid salon, blaz- 
ing with lights, reflected on all sides in mirrors, 
that reached from the painted ceiling to the inlaid 
floor. 

'* Not a creature here yet — happily." 

" Madame begs," said the servant, " that monsieur 
will pass on into the boudoir." 

" Any body with madame?" 

" No one but Mad. de Clairville." 

"Only tamie iniime" said Connal, "the bosom 
friend." 

" How will Dora feel? — How will it be with us 
both?" thought Ormond, as he followed the light stefp 
of the husband. ** 

'^Entrez! — Entrez tou jours." 

Ormond stopped at the threshold, absolutely daz- 
zled by the brilliancy of Dora*s beauty, her face, her 
figure, her air, so infinitely improved, so fashioned ! 

" Dora ! — Ah ! Mad. de Connal," cried Or- 
mond. 

No French actor could have done it better than 
nature did it for him. 

Dora gave one glance at Ormond — pleasure, joy, 
sparkled in her eyes; then leaning on the lady who 
stood beside her, almost sinking, Dora sighed, and 
exclaimed, " Ah ! Harry Ormond !" 
. The husband vanished. 
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'^ Ah cid !" said Taraie intime^ looking tow&rds 
Ormond 

*' Help roe to support iier^ monsieur — while I seek 
I'eau de Cologne." 

Ormond, seized with sudden tremor, could scaroely 
advance. 

Dora sunk oa the sofa, clasping her beauttftil 
hands, and exclaiming^ *^ The companion of mj ear« 
liest days!" 

Then Ormond, excused to himself, sprang forward, 
•—"Friend of my childhood!" cried he: "yes, my 
sister: your father promised me this friendship—* 
this happiness," said he, supporting her, as she raised 
herself from the sofa. 

" Ou est-il? ou est-il? — Where is he, mmisieur 
Ormond?" cried mademoiselle, throwing open the 
door. " Ah ciel, comme il est beau ! A perfect 
Frenchman already I And how much embellished 
by dress! — Ah ! Paris for that. Did I not prophesy? 

—Dora, my darling, do me the justice. ^^But — 

comme vous voila saisie ! — here's Tamie with I'eau de 
Cologne. Ah! my child, recover yourself, for here 
is some one — the corate de Jariilac it is, entering the 
salon." 

The promptitude of Dora's recovery was a new 
surprise to our hero. ^' Follow me," said she to him, 
and with Parisian ease and graqp she glided into the 
salon to receive M. de Jariilac — presented Ormond to 
M. le comte — " Anglois — Irlandois — an English, an 
Irish gentleman — the companion of her childhood/' 
with the slightest, lightest tone of sentiment ima- 
ginable ; and another count and another came, and a 
baron, and a marquis, and a duke, and Mad. la 

comtesse de , and Mad. la duchesse ; and 

all were received with ease, respect, vivacity^ or 
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sentiment^ as tlie occasion required — ^now adTancing 
a step or two to mark empi^essement where requisite ; 
*--* regaining always^ imperceptibly, the most advan* 
tageous situation and attitude for herself; — present- 
ing Ormond toerery one — quite intent upon him, yet 
appearing entirely occupied with every body else; 
and, in short, never forgetting them, him, or herself 
for an instant. 

** Can this be Dora ? " thought Ormond, in ad- 
miration, yet in astonishment that divided his feel- 
ings. It was indeed wonderful to see how quickly, 
how completely, the Irish country girl had been 
metamorphosed into a French woman of fashion. 

And now surrounded by admirers, by adorers in 
embr(»dery, and blazing with crosses and stars, she 
received les kommages — enjoyed le succis — ^accepted 
the incense, without bending too low or holding herself 
too high — not too sober, nor too obviously intoxicated. 
Vanity in all her heart, yet vanity not quite turning 
her head, not more than was agreeable and becoming 
— extending her smiles to all, and hoping all the 
time that Harry Ormond envied each. Charmed with 
him— for her early passion for him had revived in an 
instant — the first sight of his figure and air, the first 
glance in the boudoir, had been sufiScient. She knew, 
too, bow well he would succeed at Paris — how many 
rivals she would have in a week: these perceptions, 
•sensations, and conclusions, requiring so much time 
in slow words to express, had darted through Dora's 
head in one instant, had exalted her imagination, and 
touched her heart — as much as that heart could be 
touched. 

Ormond meantime breathed more freely, and 
recovered from his tremors. Mad. de Conual, sur- 
rounded by adorers, and shining in the salon, was 
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not so dangerous as Dora^ half hunting in the bou- 
doir; nor had any words that wit or sentiment could 
devise power to please or touch him so much as the 
'' Harry Omumd!" which had burst naturally from 
Dora's lips. Now he began almost to doubt whether 
nature or art prevailed. Now he felt himself safe at 
leasts since he saw that it was only the coquette of the 
Black Islands transformed into the coquette of the 
hotel de Connal. The transformation was curious, 
was admirable; Ormond thought he could admire 
without danger, and, in due time, perhaps gallant, 
with the best of them, without feeling — without 
scruple. 

The tables were now amtliging for play. The 
conversation be heard every where round him 
related to the good or bad fortune of the preceding 
nights. Ormond perceived that it was the custom of 
the house to play every evening, and the expressions 
that reached him about bets and debts confirmed the 
hint which his guardian had given him, that Connal 
played high. 

At present, however, he did not seem to have any 
design upon Ormond — he was engaged at the farther 
end of the room. He left him quite to himself, and 
to madame, and never once even asked him to play. 

There seemed more danger of his being i^ otti, 
than of his being taken in, 

" Donnez-moi le bras — Come with me, monsieur 
Ormond," said mademoiselle, ^^ and you shall lose 
nothing — while they are settling about their parties, 
we can get one little moment's chat." 

She took him back to the boudoir. 

^' I want to make you know our Paris," said she: 

" here we can see the whole world pass in review, 

cand I shall tell you every thing most necessary for 
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you to know; for examplc'^who is who— and still 
more it imports you to know who and who are 
together." 

" Look at that lady^ beautiful as the day, in dia- 
monds." 

^' Mad. de Connal, do you mean?" said Ormond. 
' ^^ Ah ! no ; not her always/' said mademoiselle : 
" though she has the apple here, without contradic- 
tion/' continued mademoiselle, still speaking in 
English, which it was always her pride to speak to 
whoet'er could understand her. " Absolutely, with- 
out vanity, though my niece, I may say it, she is a 
perfect creature — and mise a ravir ! — Did you ever 
see such a change for the best in one season? Ah ! 
Paris! — Did I not tell you well? — And you felt it 
well yourself — you lost your head, I saw that, at 
first sight of her a la Franfoise — the best proof of 
your taste and sensibility — she has infinite sensibility 
too! — interesting, and at the height, what you 
English call the tip-top, of the fashion here." 

" So it appears, indeed," said Ormond, " by the 
crowd of admirers I see round Mad. de Connal." 

"Admirers! yes, adorers, you may say — encore, if 
you added lovers, you would not be much wrong ; 
dying for love — eperdument 6pris! See, there, he 
who is bowing now — monsieur le marquis de Beaulieu 
-— homme de cour — plein d'esprit — homme marquant 
— very remarkable man. But — Ah ! voila que entre 
—of the court. Did you ever see finer entree made 
by man into a room, so full of grace? Ah ! le comte 
de Belle Chasse — How many women already he has 
lost I — It is a real triumph to Mad. de Connal to 
have him in her chains. What a smile ! — C'est lui 
qui est aimable pour nous autres — d'une soumission 
pour les femmes— d'une fiert^ pour les hommes. As 
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the lamb featle for the pretty woman; as the lion 
terrible for the saaQ. It is that comte de Belle Chafiae 
who is absolutely irresistible." 

"Absolutelif irresistiUe^" Ormond repeated^ smiling; 
" not absolutely^ I hope." 

** Oh ! that is understood — you do not doubt la 
sa^ssede madame? — Besides^ heureusemeni, there is 
an infinite safety for her in the number^ as you see, 
of her adorers. Wait till I name them to you — I 
shall give you a catalogue raisoan^e." 

With rapid enunciation mademoiselle went through 
the names and rank of the circle of adprers^, noting 
with complacency the number of ladies to whom each 
man of gallantry was supposed to have paid his 
addresses — next to being of the blqod royal this 
appearing to be of the highest distinction. 

" And a propos, monsieur d'Ormond, you^ yourself, 
when do you count to go to Versailles ? — Ah ! when 
you shall see the king and the king's supper, and 
madame la dauphine ! Ah ! " 

Mademoiselle was recalled from the ecstasy in 
which she had thrown up her eyes to Heaven, by 
some gentleman speaking to her as he passed the open 
cabinet door arm in arm with a lady — mademoiselle 
answered^ with a profound inclination of the head, 
whispering to Ormond after they had passed, '^ M* 

Je due de C with Mad. de la Tour. Why he is 

constant always to that woman. Heaven knows better 
than me I Stand, if you are so good, monsieur, a little 
more this way, and give your attention — they d<Hi't 
want you yet at play/* 

Then designating every person at the different card- 
tables, she said, " That lady is the wife of M. ^ 

and there is M. le baron de L her lover, the gentle- 

mjui who looks over her cards — and that other lady 
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Tour^ the husband of the lady who passed with M. 
ie due." Mademoiselle explained all these arrange- 
ments with the most perfect sang froid^ as things of 
course^ that every body knew and spoke of except 
^ust before the husbands; but there was no mystery^ 
no concealment: " What use ? — To what good ?" 

Onnond asked whether there were any ladies in 
the room who were supposed to be feithfiil to their 
husbands. 

" Eh ! — Ma niece, par exemple^ Mad. de Con- 
nal, I may cite as a woman of la plus belle reputation, 
dans ticbe — what you call unblemish." 

"Assuredly," said Orniond, "you could not, I 
hope, think me so indiscreet — I believe I said ladies 
m the plural number." 

" Ah ! oui, assuredly, and I can name you twenty. 
To begin, there, do you see that woman standing up, 
who has the air as if she think of nothing at all, and 
nobody thinking of her, with only her husband near 
her, cet grand komme W^mc?— There is Mad. de 
la Rousse — d'une rSputatiofi intacte ! — frightfully 
dressed, as she is always. But, hold, you see that 
pretty little comtesse de la Brie, all in white } — 
Charmante ! I give her to you as a reputation against 
which slander cannot breathe — Nouvelle mariee-^ 
bride — in what you call de honey-moon ; but we don't 
know that in French — no matter ! Again, since yon 
are curious in these things, there is another reputation 
without spot. Mad. de St. Ange, I warrant her to 
you — ^bien froide oelle-la, cold as any English — mar* 
ried a fiill year, and still her choice to make; — allons, 
there is three I give you already, without counting 
my niece; and, wait, I will find you yet another," 
«aid mademoiselle, looking carefully through the 
crowd. 
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She was relieved from her difficulty hy the entrance 
of the little abbe^ who came to summon monsieur to 
Mad. de Connal, who did him the honour to invite 
him to the table. Ormond played^ and fortune smiled 
upon him as she usually does upon a new votary; 
and beauty smiled upon him perhaps on the same 
principle. Connal never came near him till supper 
was announced; then only to desire him to give his 
arm to a charming little countess — la nouvelle mari^ 
— Mad. de Connal belonging, by right of rank^ to 
monsieur le comte de Belle Chasse. The supper was 
one of the delightful petit saupers for which Paris 
was famous at that day^ and which she will never see 
again. 

The moralist^ who considers the essential interests 
of morality more than the immediate pleasures of 
society, will think this rather a matter of rejoicing 
than regret. How far such society and correct 
female conduct be compatible, is a question which it 
might take too long a time to decide. 

Therefore, be it sufficient here to say, that Or- 
mond, without staying to examine it, was charmed 
with the present effect ; with the gaiety, the wit, the 
politeness, the ease, and altogether with that inde- 
scribable thing, that untranslat cable esprit de societe. 
He could not afterwards remember any thing very 
striking or very solid that had been said, but all was 
agreeable at the moment, and there was great variety, 
Ormond's self-love was, he knew not how, flattered. 
Without effort, it seemed to be the object of every 
body to make Paris agreeable to him ; and they con- 
vinced him that he would find it the most charming^ 
place in the world — without any disparagement to his 
own country, to which all solid honours and advan- 
.tages were left undisputed. The ladies whom he had 
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thought so little captivating at first view at the 
theatre were all charming on Jartker acquaintance : 
so full of vivacity^ and something so flattering in 
their manner^ that it put a stranger at once at his 
ease. Towards the end of the supper he found him- 
self talking to two very pretty women at once^ with 
good effect^ and thinking at the same time of Dora 
and the comte de Belle Chasse. Moreover, he thought 
he saw that Dora was doing the same between the 
irresistible comte and the marquis plein d'esprit, 
from whom, while she was listening and talking 
without intermission, her eyes occasionally strayed, 
and once or twice met those of Ormond. 

" Is it indiscreet to ask you whether you passed 
your evening agreeably ?" said M. de Connal, when 
the company had retired. 

*' Delightfully ! " said Ormond : " the most agree- 
able evening I ever passed in my life !" 

Then fearing that he had spoken with too much 
enthusiasm, and that the husband might observe that 
his eyes, as he spoke, involuntarily turned towards 
Mad. de Connal, he moderated (he might have 
saved himself the trouble), he moderated his expres- 
sion by adding, that as far as he could yet judge, he 
thought French society very agreeable. 

^' You have seen nothing yet — you are right not to 
judge hastily," said Connal; " but so far, I am glad 
you are tolerably well satisfied." 

^^Ah! oui, monsieur Ormond," cried mademoiselle, 
joining them, " we shall ^x you at Paris, I expect." 

'^ You hope, I suppose you mean, my dear aunt," 
said Dora, with such flattering hope in her voice, and 
i^ the expression of her countenance, that Ormond 
decided that he ''certainly intended to spend the 
winter at Paris." 
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Comnal^ satisfied with this certamty^ would hsre 
let Of nend gow But mademoiselle had many com- 
pfiinents to make him and herself upon his proaan- 
ci«tif«^ and his fluency in speakii^ the French 
guage — really like a Frenchman himself — the 
quis de Beanlieu had said to her: she was sure M. 
d'(>tnond ecnM not £eiil to succeed in Paris with that 
perfection added to all his other advantages. It was 
the greatest of all the advantages in the world — the 
greatest advantage in the universe, she was going on 
to say, hut M. de Ccmnal finished the flattery better. 

^' Yon would pity us, Ormond," cried he, inter- 
rupting mademoiselle, " if you could see and hear 
the Vandals they send to us from England with let- 
ters of introduction — ^barbarians, who can neither sit, 
stand, nor speak — nor even articulate the langus^. 
How many of these butors, rich, of good family, I 
have been sometimes called upon to introduce iatn 
society, and to present at court! Upon my honour 
it has happened to me to wish they might haog 
themselves out of my way, or be found dead in their 
beds the day I was to. take them to Versailles." 

'^It is re^ly too great a tax upon the goodAateeA* 
ing g£ the lady of the house," said Mad. de Con- 
nal, " deplorable, when she has nothing better to say 
of an English guest than that ' Ce monsieur la a un 
grand talent pour le silence.' " 

Ormond, conscious that he had talked away at 
a great rate, was pleased by this indirect compli- 
ment; 

*' But such personnages mu^ts never really see 
French society. They never obtain more than a sup* 
per— not a p^k souper — ^no, no, an invitatton to f 
great assembly, where they see nothing. Milwd 
Anglois is lost in the crowd, or stuck across a dear- 
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way by his own sword. Now^ what could any letter 
of recommendation do for such a fellow as that?" 

" The letters of recommendation which are of most 
advantage/' said Mad. de Connal, '^ are those whteh 
are written in the countenance." 

Ormond had presence of mind enough not to bow> 
though the compliment was directed distinctly to 
htm — a look of thanks he knew was sufficient. As 
he retired^ mademoiselle^ pursuing to the door^ 
begged that he would come as early as he could next 
moimtng, that she might introduce him to her apart* 
ment8> and explain to him all the superior oon* 
reniences of a French house. M. de Connal repre- 
senting^ however^ that the next day Mr. Ormond 
was to go to Versailles^ mademoiselle acknowledged 
that was an affair to which all others must yield. 

WeH iattered by all the trio^ and still more per- 
haps by his own vanity^ our young hero was at last 
suffered to depart. 

The first appearance at Versailles was a matter of 
great consequence. Court dress was theti an aH^tir 
of as much importance at Paris as it seems to be now 
in London^ if we may judge by the columns of birth- 
day dresses, and the honourable noiice of gentlemen's 
coats and waistcoats. It was then at Paris, however, 
as it is now and ever will be all over the world, 
essential to the appearance of a gent)eman> that 
whatever time, pains, or expence, it might have cost, 
he should, from the moment he is dressed, be, or at 
least seem to be, above his dress. In this as in most 
cases, the shortest and safest way to seem is to be. 
Our yoang hero being free from personal conceit, or 
overweening anxiety about his appearance, looked at 
ease. He called at the hotel de Cannal the day Tie 
was to go to Versailles, and mademoiselle was in 
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ecstasy at the sight of his dress^ exclaim ing> ** sa^ 
perbe !— magnifique !" 

M. de Connal seemed more struck with his air than 
his dress^ and Dora> perhaps^ was more pleased with 
his figure ; she was silent^ but it was a silence that 
spoke ; her husband heeded not what it said^ but, 
pursuing his own course, observed, that, to borrow the 
expression of Crepin, the valet de chambre, no con- 
temptible judge in these cases, M. Ormond looked 
not only as if he was ni coiff!^, but as if he had 
been bom with a sword by his side. *' Really, my 
dear friend," continued M. de Connal, " you look as 
if you had come at once full dressed into the world, 
which in our days is better than coming ready armed 
out of the head of Jupiter." 

Mdlle. OTaley, now seizing upon Ormonde whom 
she called her pupil, carried him off, to show him her 
apartments and the whole house ; which she did with 
many useful notes — pointing out the convenience 
and entire liberty that result from the complete sepa- 
ration of the apartments of the husband and wife in 
French houses. 

" You see, monsieur et madame with their own 
staircases, their own passages, their own doors in and 
out, and all separate for the people of monsieur, and 
the women of madame, and here through this little 
door you go into the apartments of madame." 

Ormond's English foot stopped respectfully. 

'' Eh, entrez toujours," said mademoiselle, as 
the husband had said before at the door of the bou- 
doir. 

^' But Mad. de Connal is dressing, perhaps," 
said Ormond. 

" Et puis ? — and what then? you must get rid as 
fast as you can of your English prljug^s— and she 
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18 not here neither/' said inademoiselle, opening the 
door. 

Mad. de Connal was in an inner apartment ; 
and Ormond, the instant after he entered this room 
with mademoiselle^ heard a quick step, which he 
knew was Dora's^ running to bolt the door of the 
inner room— he was glad that she had not quite got 
rid of her English prejudices. 

Mdlle. O'Faley pointed out to him all the aocom- 
modations of a French apartment: she had not at this 
moment the slightest malice <Nr bad intention in any 
thing she was saying — she simply spoke in all the 
innocence of a Frenchwoman — if that term be intel- 
ligible. If she had any secret motiye^ it was merely 
the Fanity of showing that she was quite Par^sienne ; 
and there again she was mistaken; for having lived 
half her life out of Paris^ she had forgotten^ if she 
ever had it, the tone of good society, and upon her 
return had overdone the matter, exi^ggerated French 
manners, to prove to her niece that she knew les 
usages, les convenances, les nuances — enfin, la mode 
de Paris! A more dangerous guide in Paris for n 
young married woman in every respect could scarcely 
be found. 

M. de Connal's valet now came to let Mr. Ormond 
know that monsieur waited his orders. But for this 
interruption, he was in a fair way to hear all the 
private history of the family, all the secrets that 
inademMselle knew. 

Of the amaeing communicativeness of French- 
women on all subjects our young hero had as yet no 
conception. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

It was during the latter years df the life of Louis 
the Fifteenth^ and during the reign of Mad. dn 
Barre, that Ormond was at Paris. The court of 
Versailles was at this time in all its splendour^ if not 
in all its glory. At le souper du roi Ormond beheld, 
in all the magnificence of dress and jewels, the 
nobility, wealth, fashion, and beauty of France. Well 
might the brilliancy dazzle the eyes of a youth fresh 
from Ireland, when it amazed even old ambassadors, 
accustomed to the ordinary grandeur of courts. When 
he recovered from his first astonishment, when his 
eyes were a little better used to the light, and he 
looked round and considered all these magnificently 
decorated personages, assembled for the purpose of 
standing at a certain distance to see one man eat his 
supper, it did appear to him an extraordinary spec- 
tacle ; and the very great solemnity and devotion of 
the assistants, so unsuited to the French counte- 
nance, inclined him to smile. It was well for him, 
however, that he kept his Irish risible muscles in 
order, and that no courtier could guess his thoughts 
— a smile would have lost him his reputation. No- 
thing in the world appeared to Frenchmen formerly 
of more importance than their court etiquette, though 
there were some who began about this time to sus- 
pect that the court order of things might not be co- 
existent with the order of nati^re — though there 
were some philosophers and statesmen who began 
to be aware that the daily routine of the courtier^s 
etiquette was not as necessary as the motions of the 
sun, moon, and planets. Nor could it have been 
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possible to convince half at least of the crowds who 
assisted at the king's sapper this nighty that all the 
French national eagerness about the healthy the looks, 
the words, of /e rot, all the attachment, le dSvcuement, 
professed habitually — ^perhaps felt habitually — for 
the reigning monarch, whoever or whatever he 
might be, by whatever name — notre bon roi, or simply 
notre roi de France — should in a few years pass 
away, and be no more seen. 

Ormond had no concern with the affairs of the 
nation, nor with the future fate of any thing he 
beheld : he was only a spectator, a foreigner; and his 
business was, according to mademoiselle's maxim, to 
enjoy to-day and to reflect to-morrow. His enjoy- 
ment of this day was complete: he not only ad- 
mired, but was admired. In the vast crowd he was 
distinguished : some nobleman of note asked who 
he was — another observed Tair nchle — another ex- 
claimed ^^ Le hel Anglais I" and his fortune was 
made at Paris ; especially as a friend of Mad. du 
•Barry's asked where he bought his embroidery. 

He went afterwards, at least in Connal's society, 
by the name of ^' Le hel Anglais" Half in a tone of 
raillery, yet with a look that showed she felt it to be 
just, Mad. de Connal first adopted the appellation, 
and then changed the term to " man bel Irlandais" 
.Invitations upon invitations poured upon Ormond 
— ^all were eager to have him at their parties — he 
was every where— -attending Mad. de Connal — and 
she, how proud to be attended by Ormond! He 
dreaded lest his principles should not withstand the 
strong temptation. He could not leave her, but he 
determined to see her only in crowds ; accordingly, 
-he avoided every select party : I'amie intime could 
never for the first three weeks get him to one petit 
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connti, tbou^b Mad. de Coniial anured him tfaatfaer 
friend's petit soupers ''were charming^ worth all the 
crowded assemblies in Paris." Still he pursued his 
plan, and sought for safety in a course of disBtpatioL 
I gire you joy/' said Gonnal to him one day^ 

you are fairly launched ! you are no distressed 
ressel to be taken in tow, nor a petty bark to sail in 
any man's wake. You have a gale, and are likely to 
have a triumph of your own." 

Connal was, upon all occasions, careAil to impress 
upon Ormond*s mind that he left him wholly to 
himself, for he was aware that in former days he had 
offended his independent spirit by airs of protectioii. 
He managed better now — he never even invited him 
to play, though it was his main object to draw him 
to his faro-table. He made use of some of his friends 
or confederates, who played for him: Connal oc«- 
casionally coming to the table as an unconcerned 
iipectator. Ormond played with so much freedom^ 
and seemed to have so genUemanlike an indiffereaoe 
whether he lost or won, that he was considered as an 
easy dupe. Time only was necessvy, M. de Connal 
thought, to lead him on gradually and without alarm, 
to let him warm to the passion for play. Meanwhile 
Mad. de Connal felt as fully persuaded that Or** 
raond's passion for her would increase. It was her 
object to Jix him at Paris; but she should be content, 
perfectly happy with his friendship, his society, his 
sentiments : her own sentiment for him, as she ooa^ 
fessed to Mad. de Clairville, was absolutely invin- 
cible ; but it should never lead her beyond the boimds 
of virtue. It was involuntary, but it should never 
be a crime. 

Mad. de Clairville, who understood her business* 
and spoke with all the fashiimable cant of sensibilitjr* 
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asked how it was possible that an involuntary senti* 
ment could ever be a crime ? 

As certainly as the novice among a band of sharpers 
is taught by the technical language of the gang to 
conquer his horror of crime^ so certainly does the 
cant of sentiment operate upon the female novice> 
and vanquish her fear of shame and moral horror of 
vice. 

The allusion is coarse — so much the better : 
strength^ not elegance^ is necessary on some occasions 
to make an impression. 

The truth will strike the good sense and good feel- 
ings of our countrywomen^ and unadorned^ they will 
prefer it to German or French sophistry. By such 
sophistry, however, was Dora insensibly led on. 

But Ormond did not yet advance in learning the 
language of sentiment — he was amusing himself in 
tiie worlds—and Dora imagined that the dissipation 
in which be lived prevented him from having time 
to think of his passion : she began to hate the dissi- 
pation. 

Gonnai one day, when Dora was present, observed 
that Ormond seemed to be quite in his natural ele- 
ment in this sea of pleasure. 

- *' Who would have thought it?" said Dora: " 1 
thought Mr. Ormondes taste was more for domestic 
happiness and retirement." 

" Retirement at Paris ! " said Ormond. 

^^ Domestic happiness at Paris !" said Conna). 

Mad. de Connal sighed-— -No, it was Dora that 
Sighed. 

" Where do you go to-night.^" said her husband. 

''Nowhere — ^I shall stay at home. And vou.'*" 
said she, looking up at Harry Ormond. 
. « To Mad. de la TourV 
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^' That's the affair of half an hour — only to ap- 
j)ear " 

" Afterwards to the opera," said Ormond. 

*' And after the opera — can't you sup here?" said 
Mad. de Connal. 

*' With the utmost pleasure — ^but that I am 
engaged to Mad. do la Brie's hall." 

*^ That's true," cried Mad. de Connal^ starting 
up — " I had forgot it — so am I this fortnight — I 
may as well go to the opera^ too^ and I can carry you 
to Mad. de la Tour's — I owe her a tire minutes' sit- 
ting — though she is un peu precieuse. And what can 
vou find in that little cold Mad. de la Brie — do you 
iike ice ? " 

'' He like to break de ice^ I suppose/' said made- 
moiselle. '* Ma foi> you must then take a hatchet 
there!" 

" No occasion ; I had rather slide upon the ice 
than break it. My business at Paris is merely^ you 
know^ to amuse myself," said he^ looking at Connal — 
" Glissez mortels^ n'appuyez pas." 

'* But if de ice should melt of itself/' said made- 
moiselle^ '^ what would vou do den ? What would 

m 

become of him^ den^ do you thinks my dear niece ? " 
It was a case which she did not like to consider — 
Dora blushed — no creature was so blind as made- 
moiselle, with all her boasted quickness and pene- 
tration. 

From this time forward no more was heard of 
Mad. de Connal's taste for domestic life and retire- 
ment — she seemed quite convinced, either by her 
husband, or by Mr. Ormond, or both, that no such 
thing was practicable at Paris. She had always 
liked le grand monde*— she liked it better now than 
ever, when she found Ormond in every crowded 
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9Ssembly> every place of public amusement — ^a con- 
tinual round of breakfasts, dinners, balls — court balls 
— bal masque — bal de Topera — plays — grand enter- 
tainments — ipetits soupers — fetes at Versailles — 
pleasure in every possible form and variety of luxury 
and extravagance succeeded day after day, and 
night after night — and Ormond, le bel Irlandois, 
once in fashion^ was every where, and every where 
admired ; flattered by the women, who wished to 
draw him in to be their partners at play — still more 
flattered by those who wished to engage him as a 
lover — most of all flattered by Dora. He felt his 
danger. Improved in coquetry by Parisian practice 
and power, Dora tried her utmost skill — she played 
off with great dexterity her various admirers to ex- 
cite his jealousy: the marquis de Beaulieu, the witty 
marquis, and the count de Belle Chasse, the irre- 
sistible count, were dangerous rivals. She succeeded 
in e xci ting Or mond's jealousy; but in his noble mind 
there were strong opposing principles to withstand 
his selfish gratification. It was surprising with what 
politeness to each other, with how little love, all the 
Kuitors carried on this game of gallantry and compe- 
tition of vanitv. 

Till Ormond appeared, it had been the general 
opinion that before the end of the winter or the 
spring, the count de Belle Chasse would be triumph- 
ant. Why Ormond did not enter the lists, when 
there appeared to all the judges such a chance of his 
winning the prize, seemed incomprehensible to the 
spectator, and still more to the rival candidates. 
Some settled it with the exclamation '' Inou'i ! " 
Others pronounced that it was English bizarrerie. 
Every thing seemed to smooth the slippery path of 
temptation— the indifference of her husband — the 
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imprudence of her aunt, and tlie sophistry of Mad. 
de Clainrille — the general customs ef French soeietj 
— the peculiar profligacy of the society into which 
he happened to be thrown — the opinion which 
he saw prevailed, that if he withdrew from the 
competition a rival would immediately profit by his 
forbearance, conspired to weaken his resolution. 

Many accidental circumstances concurred to in« 
crease the danger. At these balls, to which he went 
originally to avoid Dora in smaller parties. Mad. de 
Connal, though she constantly appeared, seldom 
danced. She did not dance well enough to bear 
comparison with French dancers; Ormond was in 
the same situation. The dancing which was very 
well in England would not do in Paris — no late 
lessons could, by any art, bring them to an equality 
with French nature. • 

" Ah, il ne danse pas ! — He dances like an 
Englishman." At the first ball this comforted the 
suitors, and most the count de Belle Chasse; but 
this very circumstance drew Ormond and Dora closer 
together — she pretended headaches, and languor, and 
lassitude, and, in short, sat still. 

But it was not to be expected that the comte de 
Belle Chasse could give up dancing: — the comte de 
Belle Chasse danced like le dieu de la danse, another 
Vestris; he danced every night, and Ormond sat and 
talkeft€o Dora, for it was his duty to attend madame 
when the little abb6 was out of the way. 

The spring was now appearing, and the spring is 
delightful in Paris, and the promenades in the Champa 
Elysees, and in the Bois de Boulogne, and the pro- 
menade in Long^Champ, commenced. Riding was 
just coming into high fashion with the French ladies; 
imd, instead of riding m men's dothes^ laid like s 
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jUnn, it was now the ambition de monter a cheral k 
l^Angloise: to ride on a side-saddle and in an English 
riding habit was now the ambition. Now Dora, 
tliough she could not dance as well, could ride better 
than any Frenchwoman ; and she was ambitious to 
^ow herself and her horsemanship in the Bois de 
Boulogne: but she had no horse that she liked. Le 
comte de Belle Chasse offered to get one broke for her 
3tt the king's riding-house — this she refused : but for- 
tunately Ormond> as was the custom with the English 
at that time> had, after his arrival, some English 
horses brought over to him at Paris. Among these 
was the horse he had once broke for Dora. 

For this an English side-saddle was procured — she 
was properly equipped and mounted. 

And the two friends, le bel Irlandois, as they 
persisted in calling Ormond, and la belle Irlandoise, 
and their horses, and their horsemanship, were the 
admiration of the promenade. 

The comte de Belle Chasse sent to London for an 
English horse at any price. He was out of humour 
—and Ormond in the finest humour imaginaUe. 
Dora was grateful ; her horse was a beautiful, 
gentle-spirited creature: it was called Harry — it 
Was frequently patted and caressed, and told how 
much it was valued and loved. 

Ormond was now in great danger, because he felt 
himself secure that he was only a friend — rami de 
ha nuttson. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Thkrb was a picture of Dagote's which was at this 
Aioment an object of fashionable curiosity in Paris. 
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It was a representation of one of the many charitable- 
actions of the unfortunate Marie Antoinette^ ** then 
dauphiness — at that time full of Hfe^ and splendour, 
and joy, adorning and cheering the elevated sphere 
she just began to move in;" and yet diffusing life, 
and hope, and joy, in that lower sphere, to which the 
radiance of the great and happy seldom reaches. The 
dauphiness was at that time the pride of France, and 
the darling of Paris; not only worshipped by the 
court, but loved by the people. While she was dau- 
phiness, and during the commencement of her reign, 
every thing, even disastrous accidents, and the rigour 
of the season, served to give her fresh opportunity of 
winning the affection and exciting the enthusiasm of 
the people. When, during the festivities on her- 
marriage, hundreds were cioished to death by the 
fall of a temporary building, the sensibility of the 
dauphiness, the eagerness with which she sent all her 
money to the lieutenant de police for the families of 
those who had perished, conciliated the people, and 
turned even the evil presage to good. Again, during 
a severe frost, her munificence to the suffering poor 
excited such gratitude, that the people erected to her 
honour a vast pyramid of snow — Frail memorial! — 
'^ These marks of respect were almost as transitory 
as the snowy pyramid." 

Ormond went with Mdlle. O'Faley one morning 
tasee the picture of the dauphiness; and he had now 
an opportunity of seeing a display of French sensi- 
bility, that eagerness to feel and to excite a sensation ; 
that desire to produce an effect, to have a scene; that 
half real, half theatric enthusiasm, by which the 
French character is peculiarly distinguished from the 
English. He was perfectly astonished by the quan- 
tity of exclamations he heard at the sight of thk 
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picture; the lifting up of hands and eyes^ the trans- 
ports, the ecstasies, the tears — ^the actual tears that 
be saw streaming in despite of rouge. It was real! 
and it was not real feeling! Of one thing he was 
clear — that this superfluity of feeling or exaggeration 
of expression completely silenced him, and made him 
cold indeed: like one unskilled or dumb he seemed 
to stand. 

" But are you of marble?" cried mademoiselle — 
'' where is your sensibilite then?" 

^' I hope it is safe at the bottom of my heart/' said 
Ormond ; " but when it is called for, I cannot always 
find it — especially on these public occasions." 

'^Ah! but what good all the sensibilite in the 
world do at the bottom of your heart, where nobody 
see it? It is on these public occasions too you must 
always contrive and find it quick at Paris, or after all 
you will seem but an Englishman." 

^' I must be content to seem and to be what I am," 
said Ormond, in a tone of playful but determined 
resignation. 

" Bon!" said a voice near him. Mademoiselle went 
off in impatience to find some better auditor — she 
did not hear the " Bon," 

Ormond turned, and saw near him a gentleman, 
whom he had often met at some of the first houses 
at Paris— the abbe Morellet, then respected as the 
most reasonable of all the wits of France, and who 
has since, through all the trying scenes of the revo- 
lution, through the varieties of unprincipled change, 
preserved unaltered the integrity and frankness of his 
character; retaining even to his eighty-seventh year 
all his characteristic warmth of heart and clearness 
of understanding — le doyen de la litt^rtUure Fran^oise 
•—the love, respect, and admiration, of every honest 
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heart in France. May he live to rieceive among all 
tiie other tributes, which hig countrymen pay puUidy 
and privately to hi» merit, this record of the impres- 
sion his kindness left on grateful £nglish hearts ! 

Our young hero had often desired to be acquainted 
with the abbe; but the abbe had really hitherto 
passed him over as a mere young man of fashion, 
a mere milord Anglois, one of the ephemeral race, 
who appear in Parisian society, vanish, and leave no 
trace behind. But now he did him the honour to 
(inter into conversation with him. The abb^ pecu- 
liarly disliked all affectation of sentiment and ezag« 
geration : they were revolting to his good sense, good 
taste, and feeling. Ormond won directly his good 
opinion and good- will, by having insisted upon it- to 
mademoiselle, that he would not for the sake of 
fashion or effect pretend to feel more than he really 
did. 

^^Bah!" said the abb6, ^'hear all those women 
now and all those men — they do not know what they 
are saying — they make me sick. And, besides, I 
am afraid these flattering courtiers will do no good 
to our young dauphiness, on whom so much of the 
future happiness or misery of France mil depend. 
Her heart is excellent, and they tell me she announces 
a strong character; but what head of a young beauty 
and a young queen will be able to withstand perpetual 
flattery? They will lead her wrong, and then will 
be the first to desert her — trust me, I know Paris. 
All this might change ^s quickly as the turn of a 
weathercock; but I will not trouble you with foi«« 
bodings perhaps never to be realized. You see 
Paris, monsieur, at a fortunate time," contiiroed he; 
** society is now more agreeable, has m(»*e freedom, 
mora life and variety, than at any other period that 
I can remember." 
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Ormond replied by a just compliment to the men 
of le^ters^ who at this period added so much to the 
brilliancy and pleasure of Parisian society. 

" But you have seen nothing of our men of litera- 
ture, have you?" said the abbe. 

*' Much less than I wish. I meet them frequently 
in society^ but as^ unluckily I have no pnetensions 
to their notice^ I can only catch a little of their 
conversation^ when I am fortunate enough to be near 
them." 

" Yes/' said the abbe^ with his peculiar look and 
tone of good-natured irony^ *' between tiie pretty 

things you are saying and hearing from Fear 

nothing, I am not going to name anyone, but — every 
pretty woman in company. I grant you it must be 
difficult to hear reason in such a situation — as difficult 
almost as in the midst of the din of all the passions 
at the faro-table. I observe, however, that you play 
with astonishing coolness — there is something still— » 
wanting. Excuse me — but you interest me, mon- 
sieur; the determination not to play at all " 

'< Beyond a certain sum I have resolved never to 
play," said Ormond. 

** Ah ! but the appetite grows-^Fapp^tit vient en 
mangeant — the danger is in acquiring the taste-*- 
excuse me if I speak too freely." 

''Not at all — you cannot oblige me more. But 
there is no danger of my acquiring a taste for play^ 
because I am determined to lose." 

'^ Bon!" said the abbe; " that is the most singular 
determination I ever heard: explain that to me^ then, 



monsieur." 



*' I have determined to lose a certain sum^-^snp^* 
pose five hundred guineas. I have won and lost 
backwards and forwards, and have been longer about 
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it than you would conceiTe to be probaUe; but it is 
not Jo6t yet. The moment it is I shall stop short. 
By this means I have acquired all the advantages of 
yielding to the fashionable madness, without risking 
my future happiness." 

The abb6 was pleased with the idea^ and with the 
frankness and firmness of our young hero. 

*' Really, monsieur," said he, '^ you must have a 
strong head — you, le be! Irlandois — to have prevented 
it from turning with all the flattery you have received 
at Paris. There is nothing which gets into the head 
-—worse still — into the heart, so soon, so danger- 
ously^ as the flattery of pretty women. And yet I 
declare you seem wonderfully sober, considering." 

'' Ne jurez pas," said Ormond; '' but at least in 
one respect I have not quite lost my senses; I know 
the value, and feel the want of a safe, good guide at 
Paris: if I dared to ask such a favour, I should, 
since he has expressed some interest for me, beg to be 
permitted to cultivate the acquaintance of M. I'abbe 
Morellet." 

'^ Ah 9a — now my head will turn, for no head can 
stand the dose of flattery that happens to suit the 
taste. I am particularly flattered by the idea of 
being a safe, good friend; and frankly, if I can be of 
any service to you, I will. Is there any thing I can 
do for: you?" 

Ormond thanked him, and told him that it was 
his great ambition. to become acquainted with the 
-celebrated men of literature in Paris — he said he 
should feel extremely obliged if M. Morellet would 
take occasion to introduce him to any of them they 
might meet in society. 

*'We must do better for you," said the abbe — 
*' we must show you our men of letters." He coo- 



•ORMomi. 351 

'duded by begging Ormond to name a day wben he 
could do him the honour to breakfast with him. *' I 
will promise you Marmontel^ at least; for he is just 
going to be married to my niece^ and of him we shall 
be secure: as to the rest I will promise nothings but 
do as much as I can." 

The men of letters about this period at Paris^ as 
the abb6 explained to Ormonde began to feel their 
own power and consequence^ and had assumed a tone 
of independence, as yet tempered with due respect 
for rank. Many of them lived or were connected 
with men of rank, by places about the court, by 
secretaryships and pensions, obtained through court 
influence. Some were attached by early friendship to 
certain great families ; had apartments to themselves 
in their hotels, where they received what friends they 
pleased; and, in short, lived as if they were at home. 
Their company was much sought for by the great; 
and they enjoyed good houses, good tables, carriages, 
all the conveniences of life, and all the luxuries of 
the rich, without the trouble of an establishment. 
Their mornings were their own, usually employed in 
•study; and the rest of the day they gave themselves 
to society. The most agreeable period of French 
literary society was, perhaps, while this state of 
things lasted. 

The abbe Morellet's breakfast was very agreeable, 
and Ormond saw at his house what had been pro- 
mised him, many of the literary men at Paris. Vol- 
taire was not then in France; and Rousseau, who was 
.always quarrelling with somebody, and generally with 
, every body, could not be prevailed upon to go to this 
breakfast. Ormond was assured that he lost nothing 
by not seeing him, or by not hearing his conversation, 
«for that it was by no means equal to his writings; 
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his temper was so susceptible and wayward, that be 
was not fit for society — neither capable (^ enjoying 
not of adding to its pleasures. Ormond heard> per- 
haps, more of Rousseau and Voltaire^ and learnt more 
of their characters, by the anecdotes that were related, 
and the bon-mots that were repeated, than he could 
have done if they had been present. There was great 
variety of different characters and talents at this 
breakfast ; and the abb6 amused himself by making 
his young friend guess who the people were, before 
he told their names. It was happy for Ormond that 
he was acquainted with some of their writings (this 
he owed to lady Annaly's well-chosen present of 
French books). He was fortunate in his fir^ giieas 
— Marivaux's conversation was so like the style of 
his writings, so full of hair-breadth distincdoiiSy 
subtle exceptions, and metaphysical refinement and 
digressions, that Ormond soon guessed him, and was 
af^auded for his quickness. Marmontel he disoa- 
vered by his being the only man in the room who 
had not mentioned to him any of ^'Les Contes 
Moraux." But there was one person who set all his 
tkiW at defiance: he pronounced that he was no 
author — that he was Tami de la maison : he was 90 
indeed wherever he went — but he was both a man of 
literature, and a man of deep science — ^no less a per- 
son than the great d'Alembert. Ormond thought 
d'Alembert and Marmontel were the two most agree- 
able men in company. D'Alembert was simple, GpeO' 
hearted, unpresuming, and cheerful in society. Far 
from being subject to that absence of mind with which 
profound mathematicians are sometimes reproached, 
d'Alembert was present to every thing that was going 
toward — every trifle he enjoyed with the zest of 
youth, and the playfulness of childhood. Ormond 
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^coalesfled that be should never hfl^ve guessed that be 
was a great aiatbematician and profound calculator. 
Marmontel was distinguisbed for combining in bis 
c^versation, as in bis character^ two qualities for 
wbicb there are no precise English words, ndSvet^ 
smijinesse. Whoever is acquainted with Marmon* 
tel's writings must have a perfect knowledge of what 
is meant by both. 

It was fortunate for oui* young hero that Marraon- 
. t^ wa$, at this time, no longer the dissipated man be 
: bad been duHng too great a period of .his life. He 

• had now returned to his early tastes for simple plea- 
sures and domestic virtues-^ had formed that attach- 
ment which afterwards made the happiness of his 

,li£&: he was just going to be married to the amiable 
MdUe. Montigny, a niece of the abhk Morellet. Sbe^ 
:and her excellent mother, lived with him; and Or- 
. me|id was most i^greeaUy surprised and touched at the 
. ud»e3(pected sight ai an amiable^ united, happy family, 
when he had expected only a meeting of literati. 

The sight of this domestic happiness reminded 
him of the Ansalys-^rbrought the image of Florence 
to bis mind. If she had been l^t sincere, how be 
-.sbould hare preferred her to all be had seen! 

It came upon him just at the right moment. It 

• contrasted with all the dissipation he had seen, and 
it struck bim the more strongly, because it could QOt 

, possibly havo been prepared as a moral lesson to make 
an impression. He saw the real, natural course of 
thii^gs — he ibeard in a few houcs the result of the 
experience of a man of great vivacity, great talents, 
who had led a Hfe of pleasure, and who had had 
opportnnities of ^eing and feeling all that it could 
posttbly afford, at the period of the greatest luxury 
and dissipation ever known in France. No evidence 

. 4S0uld be stronger than Marmontel's in favour of vir- 

2a » 
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tue and of domestic \ife, nor could any one express H 
with more grace and persuasive eloquence. 

It did Ormond infinite good. He required such a 
lesson at this juncture^ and he was capable of taking 
it — it recalled him to his better self. 

The good abbe seemed to see something of what 
passed in Ormond's mind> and became still more 
interested about him. 

** Ah, 9a/' said he to Marmontel^ as soon as Or- 
mond was gone> '* that young man is worth some- 
thing: I thought he was only le bel Irlandais, but I 
find he is much more. We must do what we can for 
him^ and not let him leave Paris> as so many do, 
having seen only the worst part of our society." 

Marmontel, who had also been pleased with him, 
was willing, he said^ to do any thing in his power; 
but he could scarcely hope that they had the means 
of withdrawing, from the double attraction of the faro* 
table and coquetry, a young man of that age and figure. 

" Fear nothing, or rather hope every thing," said 
the abbe: '' his head and his heart are more in our 
favour, trust me, than his age and his figure are 
against us. To begin, my good Marmontel, did not 
you see how much he was struck and edified by your 
reformation?" 

'^ Ah ! if there was another Mdlle. de Montigny 
for him, I should fear nothing, or rather hope every 
thing," said Marmontel : ^' but where shall he fin^ 
such another in all Paris ? " 

'^ In his own country, perhaps, all in good time," 
said the abb^. 

In his own country ? — True," cried Marmontel, 

now you recall it ta my mind, how eager he grew 
in disputing with Marivaux upon the distinction 
between aimahle and amiable. His description of an 
amiable woman, according to the English taste. 
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I recollect^ made con amore; and there was a sigh 
at the close which came from the hearty and which 
showed the heart was in England or Ireland." 

** Wherever his heart is^ c*€st bien placS," said the 
abbe. " I like him — we must get him into good com* 
pany— he is worthy to be acquainted with your amiable 
imd amahle Mad« de Beauveau and Mad. de Seran." 

'^True/' said Marmontel; ^'and for the honour 
of Paris, we must convince him that he has taken up 
false notions, and that there is such a thing as 
conjugal fidelity and domestic happiness here." 

*' Bon. That is peculiarly incumbent on the author 
of Les Contes Moraux," said the abbe. 

It happened, fortunately for our hero, that Mad. de 
Connal was, about this time, engaged to pass a fort- 
night at the country house of Mad. de Clairville. 
During her absence, the good abbe had time to put in 
execution all his benevolent intentions, and intro- 
duced his young friend to some of the really good 
company of Paris. He pointed out to him at Mad. 
Greoffrin's, Mad. de Tencin's, Mad. du Deffand's, and 
Mad. Trudaine's, the difference between the society 
at the house of a rich farmer general — or at the 
house of one connected with the court, and with 
people in place and political power — and the society 
of mixed rank and literature. The mere passing 
pictures of these things, to one who was not to live 
in Pai-is, might not perhaps, except as a matter of 
curiosity, be of much value; but his judicious friend 
led Ormond from these to make comparisons and de- 
ductions which were of use to him all his life afterward. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Onb morning when Ormond wakened, the first 
thing he heard was, that a person from Ireland Mas 
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be]o\r, who was very impatient to see him. It 
Patrickson^ sir Uiick 0*Shane*8 cmifidential mm of 
business. 

" What news from Castle Hermitage ?" cried Or- 
mond, starting up in his bed^ surprised at the sight 
of Patrickson. 

*' The best that can be — never saw sir Ulick in 
such heart—* he has a share of the loan, and ** 

'^ And what news of the Annalys?" interrupted 
Ormond. 

'^ I know nothing about them at all, sir^" said 
Patrickson, who was a methodical man of business, 
and whose head was always intent upon what he 
called the main chance. *' I have been in Dublin> 
and heard no country news.'' 

'' But have you no letter for me ? and what l»ing8 
you over so suddenly to Paris ? " 

" I have a letter for you somewhere here, sir— only 
I have 80 many 'tis hard to find," said Patridcson, 
looking carefully over a parcel of letters in his pocket- 
book, but with such a drawling slowness of manner 
as put Ormcmd quite out of patience. Patridcsen 
laid the letters on the bed one bv one. " That's not 

m 

it — and that's not it ; that's for monsieur un tel, 
marchand, rue ; that packet's from the Ham- 
burgh merchants— -—What brings me over? — ^Why, 
sir, I have business enough. Heaven knows !*' 

Patrickson was employed not only by sir Ulick 
O^Shane, but by many Dublin merchants and buikers, 
to settle business for them with difl^rent bouses on 
the continent. Ormond, without listening to the 
various digressions he made concerning the persons 
of mercantile consequence to whom the letters were 
addressed, or from whom they were answers, pounced 
upon the letter in sir Ulick's handwriting directed 
to himself, and tore it open eagerly^ to see if there 
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was an J news of the Anzud^s. None — they were in 
Devonshire. The letter was merely a few lines on 
business — sir Ulick had now the oppot'tunity he had 
foreseen of laying out Ormond's money in the loan 
most advantageously for him; but there had been an 
omission in the drawing up of his power of attorney^ 
which had been done in such a hurry on Ormond's 
leaving home. It gave power only to sell out of the 
Three per Cents.; whereas much of Ormond's money . 
was in the Four per Cents. Another power^ Patrick- 
8«n said, was necessary, and he had brought one for 
him to sign. Patrickson in his slow manner descanted 
up(m the folly of signing papers in a hurry, just when 
people were getting into carriages^ which was always 
the way with young gentlemen, he said. He took 
care that Ormond should do nothing in a hurry now; 
for he put on his spectacles^ and read the poM^er, 
sparing him not a syllable of the law forms and repe- 
titi<ms. Ormond wrote a few kind lines to sir Ulick, 
and earnestly besought him to find out something 
more about the Annalys. If miss Annaly were 
married, it must have appeared in the papers. What 
delayed the marriage ? Was colonel Albemarle dis- 
missed or accepted P Where was he ? — Ormond said 
he would be content if sir Ulick could obtain an an- 
swer to that single plain question. 

Ail the time Ormond was writing, Patrickson 
never stirred his forefinger from the spot where the 
signature was to be written at the bottom of the 
power of attorney. 

** Pray^" said Ormond, looking up from the paper 
he was going to sign, ^' pray, Patrickson, are you 
really and truly an Irishman?" 

''By the father's side, I apprehend, sir — but my 
mother was English. Stay, sir, if you please — I 
must witness it." 
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"Witness away/* said Ormond; and after baying' 
signed this paper, empowering sir Ulick to sell 
£30,000 out of the Four per Cents., Ormond laydown^ 
and wishing him a good journey, settled himself to 
sleep; while Patrickson, packing uphis papers, deliber- 
ately said, " he hoped to be in London in short; but that 
he should go by Havre de Grace, and that he should 
be happy to execute any commands for Mr. Ormond 
there or in Dublin/' More he would have said, but' 
finding Ormond by this time past reply, he left the 
room on tip- toe. The next morning Mad. de Connal 
returned from the country, and sent Ormond word 
that she should expect him at her assembly that night. 

Every body complimented Mad. de Connal upon 
the improvement which the country air had made in 
her beauty — even her husband was struck with it, 
and paid her his compliments on the occasion; but 
she stood conversing so long with Ormond, that the 
faro players grew impatient: she led him to the table, 
but evidently had little interest herself in the game. 
He played at first with more than his usual success, 
but late at night his fortune suddenly changed; he 
lost — lost — till at last he stopped, and rising from 
table, said he had no more money, and he could play 
no longer. Connal, who was not one of the players, 
but merely looking on, offered to lend him any sum 
he pleased. *' Here's a rouleau — here are two rou- 
leaus — what will you have?" said Connal. 

Ormond declined playing any more : he said that 
he had lost the sum he had resolved to lose, and 
there he would stop. Connal did not urge him, but 
laughing said, that a resolution to lose at play was 
the most extraordinary he had ever heard. 

''And yet you see I have kept it," said Ormond. 

*' Then I hope you will next make a resolution to 
win," said Connal, « and no doubt you ^-ill keep that* 
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as well— ^I propbesy that you will ; and you will give 
fortune fair play to-morrow night." 

Ormond simply repeated that he should play no 
more. Mad. de Connal soon afterwards rose from 
the table, and went to talk to Mr. Ormond. She 
said she was concerned for his loss at play this night. 
He answered, as he felt, that it was a matter of no 
Consequence to him — that he had done exactly what 
he had determined ; that in the course of the whole 
time he had been losing this money he had had a great 
deal of amusement in society, had seen a vast deal 
of human nature and manners, which he could not 
otherwise have seen, and that he thought his money 
exceedingly well employed. 

But you shall not lose your money," said Dora; 

when next you play it shall be on my account as 
well as your own — you know this is not only a com« 
pliment, but a solid advantage, but Ormond. The 
bank has certain advantages — and it is fair that you 
should share them. I must explain to you," con* 
tinned Mad. de Connal — " they are all busy about 
their own affairs, and we may speak in English at 
our ease — I must explain to you, that a good portion 
of my fortune has been settled, so as to be at my own 
disposal — my aunt, you know, has also a good fortune 
— we are partners, and put a considerable sum into 
the faro bank. We find it answers well. You see 
bow handsomely we live. Mr. Connal has his own 
share. We have nothing to do with that If you 
would take my advice," continued she, speaking in a 
very persuasive tone, '' instead of forswearing play, 
as you seem inclined to do at the first reverse of 
fortune, you would join forces with us ; you cannot 
imagine that / would advise you to any thing which 
I was not persuaded would be advantageous to you— • 
you little know how much V am interested." She 
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checked heraelf, blushed^ he8itated> and fenrried q&«-<-^ 
^^you have no ties in Ireland — ytm seein to like Paris 
-^where can yon spend your time more agreiealdy?'* 

''More agreeably — nowhere upon esfftiif" cHed 
Ormond. Her manner^ tone, and look, at this 
moment were so flattering, so bewitching, that be 
was scarcely master of himself. They went to the 
boudoir — the company had risen from the faro^taUe, 
and, one after another, had most of them departed. 
Connal was gone — only a few remained in a distast 
apartment, listening to some mnsic. It was late. 
Ormond had never till this evening stayed later than 
the generality of the company, but he had now an * 
excuse to himself, something that he had long wished 
to have an opportunity of saying to I>ora> when she 
should be quite alone ; it was a wotd of advice ab(Mit ' 
le oomte de Belle Chacsse-^her intimacy with binr was 
beginning to be talked of. I^ie had been invited 
to a bal par6 at the Spanish an^ssador's fot tbe 
ensuing night — but she had more incUnatrcm to go tO' 
a bal masqu^, as Ormond had heard her declare. Now 
certain persons had whispered that it was to meet 
the comte de Belle Chasse that she intended to go 
to this ball; and Ormond feared that such whispers 
might be injurious to her reputation. It was difficalt 
to him to speak, because the counseb of the frimid 
might be mistaken for the jealocK fears of a lever. 
With some embarrassment he delicately, timidly, 
hinted his apprehensions. 

Dora, though naturally of a tenfvper apt to take* 
alarm at the touch of b^ame, and offence at the tone' 
of advice, now in the most graceful manner thanked, 
her friend for h^ counsel ; said ske was flattered, 
gratified, by the interest it showed in her happbiess 
— and ^e immediately yielded her will, herfaniaime, 
to his better judgment. This compiiaaftce, and ^km, 
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I^ with which it was accompamed, convinced liim : 
of the absolute ^vrer he possessed orer her heart. ^ 
He was enchanted with Dora — she never looked so 
beautiflil ; never before, not even in the first days- of • 
hisearfy youth, had he felt her beauty so attractive. 

''Dear Mad. de Connal, dear Dora!'* he ex«- 
claimed. 

** Call me Dora," said she: ''I wish ever to be 
Dora to Harry Ormond. O Harry, my first, my 
best, my only friend, I have enjoyed but little real 
happiness since we parted.'' 

Tears filled her fine eyes— no longer knowii^ where . 
he was, Harry Ormond found himself at her feet. 
But white he held and kissed in transport the bemi**: 
tiflil hand, which was but feebly withdrawn, he 
seemed to be suddenly shocked by the sight of one of: 
the rings on her finger. 

''My wedding ring," said Dora, with a sigh. 
" Unfortunate marriage ! " 

That was not the ring on which Orraond's eyes 
were fixed. 

"Dora, whose gray hair is this?" 

" My father's," said Dora, in a tremulous voice. 

" Your father ! " cried Ormond, starting up. 

The full recollection of that fbnd father, that 

generous benefactor, that confiding friend, rushed 

upon his heart. » 

- " And is this the return I make ! — Oh, if he could 

see us at this instant!" ! 

" And if he could," cried Dora, "oh ! how he would 
admire and love you, Ormond, and how he woul d " 

Her voice failed, and with a sudden motion sioie 
kid her face with both her hands. 

"He would see you, Dora, without a guide, pwH 
teetor, or friend; surrounded with admirers, among 
profligate men, and women still more prodigate, yet/ 
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he would see that you have preserved a reputation of' 
which your father would be proud." 

" My father! oh, my poor father!" cried Dora: 
*^ Oh ! generous, dear, ever generous Ormond I" 

Bursting into tears — alternate passions seizing her 
-—at one moment the thoughts of her father, the next 
of her lover, possessed her imagination. 

' At this instant the noise of some one approaching 
recalled them both to their senses. They were found 
in earnest conversation about a party of pleasure that 
was to be arranged for the next day. Mad. de Con- 
nal made Ormond promise that he would come the 
next morning, and settle every thing with M. de C!on* 
nal for their intended expedition into the country. 
- The next day, as Ormond was returning to 
Mad. de Connal's; \iith the firm intention of adhering 
to the honourable line of conduct he had traced out 
for himself, just as he was crossing the Pont Neuf, 
some one ran full against him« Surprised at what 
happens so seldom in the streets of Paris, where all 
meet, pass, or cross, in crowds with magical celerity 
and address, he looked back, and at the same instant 
the person who had passed looked back also. An 
apparition in broad daylight could not have sur- 
prised Ormond more than the sight of this person. 
*' Could it be — could it possibly be Moriarty Carroll, 
on the Pont Neuf in Paris?" 

** By the blessing, then, it's the man himself-* 
master Harry! — though I didn't know him through 
the French disguise. Oh ! master, then, I've been 
tried and cast, and all but hanged — sentenced to 
Botany — transported any way — for a robbery I didn't 
commit— since I saw you last. But your honour's 
uneasy, and it's not proper, I know, to be stopping a 
jantleman in the street ; but I have a word to say that 
will bear no delay, not a minute." 
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Ormond's surprise and curiosity increased — he 
desired Moriarty to follow him. 
' *' And now, Moriarty, what is it you have to say?" 

" It is a long story, then, please your honour. I 
was transported to Botany, though innocent. But first 
and foremost for what consams your honour first." 

" First," said Ormond, ^' if you were transported, 
how came you here?" 

" Because I was not transported, plase your 
hbnour — only sentenced — ^for I escaped from Kil- 
mainham, where I was sent to be put on board the 
tender; but I got on board of an American ship, by 
the help of a friend — and this ship being knocked 
against the rocks, I came safe ashore in this country 
on one of the slides of the vessel: so when I knowed 
it was France I was in, and recollected miss Dora 
that was married in Paris> I thought if I could just 
make my way any hows to Paris, she*d befrind me 
in case of need. 

" But, dear master," said Moriarty, interrupting, 
** it's a folly to talk— I'll not tell you a word more of 
myself till you hear the news I have for you. The 
worst news I have to tell you is, there is great fear of 
the breaking of sir Ulick's bank!" 

" The breaking of sir Ulick's bank? I heard from 
him the day before yesterday." 

*'May be you did; but the captain of the American 
ship in which I came was complaining of his having 
been kept two hours at that bank, where they were 
paying large sums in small notes, and where there was 
the greatest run upon the house that ever was seen.'* 

Ormond instantly saw his danger — he recollected 
the power of attorney he had signed two days before. 
But Patrickson was to go by Havre de Grace — that 
would delay him. It was possible that Ormond by 
setting out instantly might get to London time 
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enoogh to save* his property. He went directly and 
ordered post horses. He had no debts in Paris^ . 
nothing to pay^ but for his stables and lodging. He 
had a faithful servant, whom he could leave behind, 
to make all necessary arrangements. 

** You are rights jewels to be in a hurry/' said 
Carroll. " But sure you won't leave poor Moriarty 
behind ye here, in distress^ when he has no friend 
in the wide world but yourself." 

'' Tell me^ in the first place^ Moriarty^ are you 
innocent?" 

'' Upon my conscience, master, I am perfectly 
innocent as the child unborn, both of the murder . 
and the robbery. If your honour will give me leave^ 
I'll tell you the whole story." 

*' That will be a long affair, Moriarty, if you talk 
out tf the face, as you used to do. I will, however, 
find an opportunity to hear it all. But, in the mean - 
time, stay where you are till I return." 

Ormond went instantly to Connal's, to inform him 
of what had happened. His astonishment was 
obviously mixed with disappointment. But to do- 
him justice, besides the interest which he really had • 
in the preservation of the fortune, he felt some per- 
sonal regard for Ormond himself. 

" What shall we do without you?" said he. " I 
assure you, madame and I have never been so ha|^y 
ti^ther since the first month after our marriage as • 
we have been since you came to Paris." 

Connal was somewhat consoled by hearing Ormond 
say that if he was time enough in London to save bis 
fortune, he proposed returning immediately to Paris, 
intending to make the tour of Switzerland and Italy. 

Connal had no doubt that they should yet be aUe 
to fix him at Paris. 

Mad. de Connal and mademoiselle were oat<««r. 
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Connal did not know where they were gone. Ormoad 
was glad to tear fiimself away with as few adieus as 
possible. He got into his trayelling cairiage, put his 
servant on the box^ and took Moriarty with him in the 
carriage^ that he might relate his history at leisure. 
^^ Plase your honour/' said Moriarty, " Mr. Mar*- 
cus never missed any opportunity of showing me ill- 
will. The supercargo of the ship that was cast away, 
when you were with sir Herbert Annaly, God rest 
his soul! came down to the seaside to lode fmr some of 
the things that he had lost: the day after he came, 
early in the morning, his horse, and bridle, and 
saddle, and a surtout coat, was found in a lane, near the 
place where we lived, and the supercargo was never 
heard any more of. Suspicicm fell upon many— the 
country rung with the noise that was made about this 
murder — and at last I was taken up for it, because 
people had seen me buy cattle at the fair, and the 
people would not believe it was with money your 
honour sent me by the good parson — ^for the parson 
was gone out of the country, and I had nobody to stand 
my friend; for Mr. Marcus was on the grand jury, 
and the sheriff was his friend, and sir Ulick was in 
Dublin, at the bank. Howsomdever, after a long trial, 
which lasted the whole day, a 'cute lawyer on my side 
found out that there was no proof that any body had 
be^ murdered, and that a man might lose his horse, 
his saddle, and his bridle, and his big coat, without 
being kilt: so that the judge ordered the jury to let 
me off for the murder. They then tried me for the 
robbery; and sure enough that went again me: for 
a pair of silver-mounted pistols, with the man's name 
^igraved upcm them, was found in my house. They 
Imew the man's name by the letters in the big coat. 
The judge asked me what I had to say for myself: 
^ My lard,' says 1, ^ those pistols were brought into 
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my house about a fortnight ago^ by a little boy^ oAe 
little Tommy Dunshaughlin^ who found them in a 
punk-horn^ at the edge of a bog-hole.' 

" The jidge favoured me more than the jury — ^for 
he asked how old the boy was^ and whether I could 
produce him? The little fellow was brought into 
courts and it was surprising how clear he told his 
story. The jidge listened to the child^ young as he 
was. But M'Crule was on the jury, and said that 
he knew the child to be as cunning as any in Ireland^ 
and that he would not believe a word that came out 
of his mouth. So the short and the long of it was, J. 
was condemned to be transported. 

^^ It would have done you good^ if you'd heard the 
cry in the court when sentence was given^ for I was 
loved in the country. Poor Peggy and Sheelah!-:- 
But lil not be troubling your honour's tender heaft 
with our parting. I was transmuted to Dublin, to 
be put on board the tender, and lodged in Kilmain- 
ham, waiting for the ship that was to go to Botany. 
I had not been long there, when another prisoner was 
brought to the same room with me. He was a hand- 
some-looking man, about thirty years of age, of tbe 
most penetrating eye and determined countenance 
that I ever saw. He appeared to be worn down with 
ill health, and his limbs much swelled: notwith- 
standing which^ he had strong hand-cuffs on his 
wrists, and he seemed to be guarded with uncommon 
care. He begged the turnkey to lay him down upon 
the miserable iron bed that was in the cell; and he 
begged him, for God's sake, to let him have a jug of 
water by his bedside, and to leave him to his fate. 

'' I could not help pitying this poor creature; . I 
went to him, and offered him any assistance in my 
power. He answered me shortly, 'What are you 
here for?' — I told him. * Well,' says he, 'whether 
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you are guilty or not, is your affair, not mine; but 
answer me at once — are you a good man? — Can you 
go through with a thing? — and are you steel to the 
back bone?' — ' I am/ said I. * Then/ said he, * you 
are a lucky man — for he that is talking to you is 
Michael Dunne, who knows how to make his way 
out of any jail in Ireland/ Saying this, he sprung 
with great activity from the bed. ' It is my cue/ 
said he, ' to be sick and weak, whenever the turnkey 
comes in, to put him off his guard — ^for they have ^11 
(H'ders to watch me strictly; because as how, do you 
see, I broke out of the jail of Trim ; and when they 
catched me, they took me before his honour the police 
magistrate, who did all he could to get out of me 
the way which I made my escape. ' Well,' says the 
magistrate, ' I'll put you in a place where you can't 
get out — ^till you're sent to Botany/ 'Plase your wor- 
ship,' says I, 'if there's no offence in saying it, there's 
no such place in Ireland.' — ' No such place as what?' 
' No such place as will hold Michael Dunne.' — 
* What do you think of Kilmainham?' says he. ' I 
think it's a fine jail — and it will be no asy matter to 
get out of it — but it is not impossible.' — 'Well, 
Mr. Dunne/ said the magistrate, ' I have heard of 
your fame, and that you have secrets of your own fo^ 
getting out. Now if you'll tell me how you got out 
of the jail of Trim, I'll make your confinement at 
Kilmainham as asy as may be, so as to keep you 
safe; and if you do not, you must be ironed, and I will 
have sentinels from an English regiment, who shall 
be continually changed: so that you can't get any of 
them to help you.' — ' Plase your worship,' said 
Dunne, ' that's very hard usage; but I know as how 
that you are going to build new jails all over Ireland, 
and that you'd be glad to know the best way to 
make them secure. If your worship will promise Hie 
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that if I get out of Kilmainfaam, and if I tell jim 
how I do it^ then you'll get x»e a free pardon. 111 try 
hard but what before three months are over Til be a 
prisoner at large/ — ' That's more than I can promise 
you/ said the magistrate; 'but if you will disdose 
to me the best means of keeping other people in, I 
will endeavour to keep you from Botany Bay/ — 
' Now, sir,' says Dunne, * I know your worship to be 
a man of honour, and that your own honour regards 
yourself^ and not me; so that if I was ten times 
as bad as I am, you'd keep your promise with me, as 
well as if I was the best gentleman in Ireland. So 
that BOW, Mr. Moriarty,' said Diyme, ' do you see, 
if I get out, I shall be safe ; and if you get out along 
wit^ me, you have nothing to do but to go over to 
America. And if you are a married man, and tired 
of your wife, you'll get rid of her. If you are not 
tired of her, and you hare any substance, ^e may 
seU it and follow you.' 

*' There was something, master Harry, about the 
man that made me have great confidence in him — 
and I was ready to follow his advice. Whenever the 
turnkey was coming he was groaning and moaning 
on the bed. At other times he made me keep bath- 
ing his wrists with cold water, so that in three or 
four days they were not half the size they were at 
'first. This change he kept carefully from the jailor. 
I observed that he frequently asked what day of the 
month it was, but that he never made any attempt to 
speak to llie s^itinels ; nor did be seem to make any 
preparation, ox to lay any scheme for getting out> I 
held my tongue, and waited qui'tely. At last, he 
took out of his pocket a little flageolet, and began to 
]^ay upon it. He asked me if I could play : I said I 
could a little, but very badly. ' I don't care boiw 
bad it is, if you can play at all/ He got off liie bed 
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where be was lyings and with tbe fitmost ^ase pulled 
hia hands out of his handcuffs. Besides the swelling 
of his wrists haring gooe down, he had some method 
of getting rid of his thumb that I never could under* 
stand. Says I, ' Mr, Duane^ the jailor will miss the 
fetters.' — 'No/ said he, 'for I will put them on again;' 
and so he did, with great ease. * Now/ said he^ * it 
is time to begin our work/ 

*^ He took off one of his shoes^ and taking out the 
in-^de^ he showed me a hole^ that was cut where the 
heel was^ in which there was a little small flat bottle^ 
which he tdd me was the most precious thing in life* 
And under the rest of the sole there were a number 
of saws, made of watch spring, that lay quite flat and 
snug under his foot. The next time the turnkey 
came in, he begged, for the love of God, to have a 
pipe and some tobacco, which was accordingly granted 
to him. What the pipes and tobacco were frn* I could 
not then guess, but they were found to be useful. 
He now made a paste of some of the bread of his 
allowance, with which he made a cup round the bot- 
tom of one of the bars of the window; into this cup 
he poured some of the contents of the little bottle^ 
which was, I believe, oil of vitriol : in a little time> 
ihis made a bad smell, and it was then I found the 
use of the pipe and tobacco, for the smell of the 
tobacco quite bothered the smell of the vitriol. 
When he thought he had softened the iron bar sufli* 
ciently, he began to work away with the saws, and 
he soon taught me how to use them ; so that we kept 
working on continually, no matter how little we did 
at a time; but as we were constantly at it, what I 
thought never could be done was finished in three or 
four days. The use of the flageolet was to drown the 
jtf>ise of the filing; for when one filed, the other piped. 

'^ When the bar was cut through^ he fitted the 
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parts nioely toge^er, and covered tli^m over with 
rust. He proceeded in the same maimer to cut out 
another kir ; so that we had a free opening tttxt of the 
window. Ottr cell was at the v«ry top of the jail', m 
that even to look down to the ground was terrible. ' 

" Under various pretences^ we had got an unoflual 
quantity of blankets on our beds ; these he eaaninei 
with the utmost care, as upon their strength our lives 
were to depend. We calculated with gteste coolness 
Hie breadth of the strips into which he aright cut tlw 
blankets^ so as to reaeh fVom the window to ^b 
ground ; allowing for the knots by which tiiey weme 
to be joined^ and for other knots that were to hinder 
the hands and feet from- slipping. 

' ' Now/ said he, * Mr. Moriarty> all l^is is qntee 
easy, and requires nothing but a determined heart 
and a sound head : but the difBcahy is to baffle die 
sentinel that is below, and who is walking badcwaid 
and forward continually, day and night, under the 
window ; and there isanother, you see, in a sentry-- 
box, at the do(Hf of the yard : and, fcfr all I kiMMv> 
there may be another sentinel at the other side of tlie 
wall. Now these men are neret twice on the 
duty : I have friends enough out of doors, who 
money enongh, and would • have talked reason to 
them ; but as these sentinels are changed every day^ 
no good can be got of tkerH: but st^y till to-morrow 
night, and we'll try what we can do/ 

'* I was determined to fbVlow him. The next nighty 
the moment that we were locked in fof the Aighti we 
set to work to cut the Uankets into slips^ and tied 
them together with great care. We put this rope round 
one of thefixed bars of the window ; and> pcdKng at each 
knot, we satisfied ourselves that every part vras suffici- 
ently strong. Dunne looked frequently out of the wi»> 
dow with the utmost anxiety — ^itAvasa moonlight night. 



***The moon/ s^ud he/ ^ will be down in an houv 
asd a half/ 

'^ In a little while we heard the noise of several 
firl9 silking at a distance from the windows^ and 
we could see, as they approached^ that they were 
dancing, and making free with the sentinels : I saw 
that they were provided with bottles of spirits, with 
which they pledged the deluded soldiers. By degrees 
the sentinels forgot their duty ; and, by the assistance 
of some laudanum contained in some of the spirits, 
they were left senseless on the ground. The whole 
of this plan, and the very night and hour, bad been 
arrai^ed by Dunne with his associates, before he was 
put into Kilmainham. The success of thi& scheme, 
which was totally unexpected by me, gave me, I 
suppose, plase your honour, fresh courage. He, very 
honourably, gave me the choice to go down first or 
to follow hinu I was ashamed not to go first : after 
1 had got out of the window, and had fairly hold of 
the rope, my fear diminished, and I went cautiously 
down to the bottom. Here I waited for Dunne, and 
we both of us silently stole along in the dark, for the 
moon had gone in, and did not meet with the least 
obstruction. Our out of door's assistants had the 
prudence to get entirely out of sight. Dunne led me 
to a hidiiig<-place in a safe part of the town, and com- 
mitted me to the care of a seafaring man, who pro- 
mised to get me on board an American ship. 

'* ' As for my part,' said Dunne, * I will go in the 
morning, boldly, to the magistrate, and claim his 
promise.' 

'^ He did so^-and the magistrate with good sense, 
and good faith, kept his promise, and obtained a ' 
pardon for Dunne. 

^' I wrote to Peggy, to get aboard an American 
ship. I was cast away on the coast of France — made 
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my way to the first religious house that I could hear 
of^ where I luckily found an Irishman^ who saved me 
from starvation, and who sent me on from convent to 
convent, till I got to Paris, where your honour met 
me on that bridge, just when I was looking for miss 
Dora's house. And that's all I've got to tell/' con- 
cluded Moriartv> *' and all true." 

No adventures of any sort happened to our hero in 
the course of his journey. The wind was fair for 
England when he reached Calais: he had a good 
passage; and with all the expedition that good horses, 
good roads, good money, and civil words, ensure in 
England, he pursued his way; and arrived in the 
shortest time possible in London. 

He reached town in the morning, before the usual 
hour when the banks are open. Leaving orders with 
his servant, on whose punctuality he could depend to 
waken him at the proper hour, he lay down, over- 
come with fatigue, and slept — yes — ^slept soundly. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

Ormond was wakened at the proper hour — went 
immediately to ****'s bank. It was but just open, 
and beginning to do business. He had never been 
there before — ^his person was not known to any of the 
firm. He entered a long narrow room, so dark at 
the entrance from the street that he could at first 
scarcely see what was on either side of him— a derk 
from some obscure nook, and from a desk higher than 
himself, put out his head, with a long pen behind his 
car, and looked at Ormond as he came in. 

" Pray, sir, am I right?— Is this Mr. •♦•»'s bank?" 

'' Yes, sir." ^ 

With mercantile economy of words^ and a motion 
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of his bead^ the clerk pointed out to Ormond the way 
he should go— and continued casting up his books. 
Ormond walked down the narrow aisle^ and it became 
iight as he advanced towards a large window at the 
farther end^ before which three clerks sat at a table 
opposite to him. A person stood with his back to 
Ormond, and was speaking eaiiiestly to one of the 
iClerks^ who leaned over the table listening. Just as 
.Ormond came up he heard his own name mentioned 
—he recollected the voice — he recollected the back 
of the figure — the very bottle-green coat — it was 
Patrickson — Ormond stood still behind him^ and 
waited to hear what was going on. 

" Sir," said the clerk, " it is a very sudden order 
for a very large sum.'* 

'* True, sir— but you see my jwwer— you know 
Mr. Ormond's handwriting, and you know sir Ulick 
O'Shane's " 

" Mr. James," said the principal clerk, turning to 
one of the others, ^'be so good to hand me the letters 
we have of Mr. Ormond. As we have never seen 
the gentleman sign his name, sir, it is necessary that 
we should be more particular in comparing." 

'^O sir, no doubt— compare as much as you please 
— no doubt people cannot be too exact and deliberate 
in doing business." 

It certainly is his signature," said the clerk. 
I witnessed the paper," said Patrickson. 
Sir, I don't dispute it," replied the derk ; ** but 
you cannot blame us for being cautious when such a 
i)ety large sum is in question, and when we have no 
Jetter of advice from the gentleman/' 

'^ But I tell you I come straight from Mr. Ormond ; 

I saw him last Tuesday at Paris " 

. ^' And you see him now, sir," said Ormond, 
advancing. 
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Patrickson'seouHteaaace changed beyond all power 
of control. 

*' Mr. Ormond !— I tiiougbt you were at Paris." 

*' Mr. Patrickson !— I thought you were at Harre 
de Grace — ^what brought you here so suddenly? " 

" I acted for another/' hesitated Patrickson : ** I 
therefore made no delay." 

'' And, thank Heaven!" said Ormonde ^'I have 
acted for myself ! — but just in time ! Sir,** con- 
tinued he, ad(^essing himself to the principal clerks 
^^ Gentlemen, I have to return you my thanks far your 
caution — it has actually saved me from ruin-^cHr I 
understand " 

Ormond suddenly stopped, recollecting that he 
might injure sir Ulick (yShane essentially by a pre- 
mature disclosure, or by repeating a report which 
might be iU-founded^ ' 

He turned again to speak to Patridksmi, but 
Patridcson had disappeared. 

Then continuing to address himself to tl^ clerks. 

Gentlemen," said Ormond, speaking careliilly, 

have you heard any thing of or from sir Ulick 
O'Shane lately, except what you may have heard 
from this Mr. Patrickson?" 

" Not from but of sir Ulick O'Shane we heard 
from our Dublin correspondent — in due course we 
have heard," replied the head clerk. '^ Too true, I 
am afraid, sir, that his bank had come to paying in 
sixpences on Saturday." 

The second clerk seeing great concern in OraMmd's 
^countenance, added, " But Sunday, yoa know, is im. 
their favour, sir ; and Monday and Tuesday 9Te holi- 
days: 80 they may stand the run, and recover yet^^ 

With the help of this gentleman's thirty thousand, 
.they might have recovered, perhaps— but Mr.Onnond 
would scarcely have recovered it. 
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: As t» the ten thousand pounds in the Three per 
C^nts.^ of which air Uiick had obtained possessiona 
BAontb a^> that was irreooverable^ if his bank should 
break**-'' If.** — -The clerks all spoke with due cau- 
tion ; biit their opinion was sufficiently plain. They 
were honestly indignant against the guardian who 
bad ihus attempted to ruin his ward. 
• Theugih aloaost stunjaed and breathless with the 
«enfle of the danger he had so narrowly escaped, yet 
OriBond's instinct of generosity, if we may use the 
expression, and hie gratitude for early kindness, 
•operated ; he would not believe that sir Ulick had 
been guilty of a deliberate desire to injure him. At 
aU e?ents, he determined that, insj^ead of returning 
to France, as he had intended, he would go imme- 
4iately to Ireland, and .try if it were possible to assist 
iskr Uliek, without materially injuring himselfl 

Having ordered Koraea, he made inquiry wherever 
'he thought he might obtain information with respect 
•to the Annalys. All that he could learn was, that 
they were 9Jt> mm^ sea-bathing place in the south of 
.England, and that miss Annaly was still unmarried. 
^A ray of hope darted into the mind of our hero — 
.and he began his journey to Ireland with feelings 
which every good and generous mind will know how 
:to. appreciate* 

He had escaped at Paris from a temptation which 

it W9» sioajrcely possible to resist. He had by decision 

and activity preserved his fortune from ruin — he had 

. uiNferUs protection an humble friend, whom he had 

saved from banishment and disgrace, and whom he 

. hoped to restore to hiis wretched wife and family. 

Forgetful of the designs that had been meditated 

. i^;ainat him by his guardian, to whoae necessities he 

' attributed his late conduct, he hastened to his imme- 

. diate assistance; deterjcuined to do every thing in his 
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power to sava sir Ulick from ruin^ if his difficolties 
arose from misfortune^ and not from criminality: if^ 
on the contrary^ he should find that sir Ulick was 
fraudulently a bankrupt^ he determined to quit Ire** 
land immediately^ and to resume his scheme of foreign 
travel. 

The system of posting had at this time been carried 
to the highest perfection in England. It was the 
amusement and the fashion of the time to squander 
large sums in hurrying from place to place, without 
any immediate motive for arriving at the end of a 
journey but that of having the satisfaction of boasting 
in what a short time it had been performed ; or, as it 
is expressed in one of our comedies, ''to enter London 
like a meteor, with a prodigious tail of dust." 

Moriarty Carroll, who was perched upon the box 
with Ormond's servant, made excellent observations 
wherever he went. His English companion could not 
comprehend how a man of common sense could be 
ignorant of various things which excited the wonder 
and curiosity of Moriarty. Afterwards, however, 
when they travelled in Ireland, Moriarty had as 
much reason to be surprised at the impression which 
Irish manners and customs made upon his companion. 

After a rapid journey to Holyhead, our hero found 
to his mortification that the packet had sailed with a 
fair wind about half an hour before his arrival. 

Notwithstanding his impatience, he learned that 
it was impossible to overtake the vessel in a boat, and 
that he must wait for the sailing of the next day's 
packet. 

Fortunately, however, the lord-lieutenant's secre- 
tary arrived from London at Holyhead time enough 
for the tide; and as he had an order from the post- 
oifice for a packet to sail whenever he should require 
it, the intelligent landlord of the inn suggested to 
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Ormond that be might probably obtain permission 
from the secretary to have a berth in this packet 

Ormond's manner and address were such as to 
obtain from the good-natured secretary the permis* 
sion he required; and, in a short time, he found him-* 
self out of sight of the coast of Wales. During the 
beginning of their voyage the motion of the vessel 
was so steady^ and the weather so fine^ that every 
body remained on deck; but on the wind shifting 
«nd becoming more violent, the landsmen soon retired 
below decks, and poor Moriarty and his English com- 
panion slunk down into the steerage, submitting to 
their fate. Ormond was never sea-sick; he walked 
the deck, and enjoyed the admirable manoeuvring of 
the vessel. Two or three naval officers, and some 
other passengers, who were used to the sea, and who 
had quietly gone to bed during the beginning of the 
voyage, now came from below^ to avoid the miseries 
of the cabin. As one of these gentlemen walked 
backwards and forwards upon deck, he eyed our 
hero from time to time with looks of anxious curiosity 
*-Ormond perceiving this, addressed the stranger, 
and inquired from him whether he had mistaken his 
looks, or whether he had any wish to speak to him* 
<' Sir/' said the stranger, " I do think that I have 
seen you before, and I believe that I am under con- 
siderable obligations to you — I was supercargo to 
that vessel that was wrecked on the coast of Ireland, 
when you and your young friend exerted yourselves 
to save the vessel from plunder. After the ship* 
wreck, the moment I found myself on land, I has- 
tened to the neighbouring town to obtain protection 
and assistance. In the mean time, your exertions 
had saved a great deal of our property, which was 
lodged in safety in the neighbourhood. I had pro- 
' cured a horse in the town to which I had gone^ and 
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}mA ridden back to the shore with the i»tmofit eacpe* 
ditioQ. Along with the yessel which had been sbifH 
(Wrecked there had sttiled aaother Amm'icaii skxip. 
We were both bousd from New York to Bourdeaux. 
In the morning after the shipwreekr oiur conaort hove 
in sight of the wrecks and sent a boat on shore^ to 
jiii^uire what had become of the erew^ and cf the 
eazgo^ but they found not a human creatope 4m the 

•shore^ except myself. The plundevers had escaped 
to their hiding-places, and all the rest of the inha^ 
bitants had accompanied the poor young gentiemaa, 
who had fallen a sacrifice to his exertions in our fitvoor. 
*' It was of the utmost consequence to my .employers 
that I should arrive as soon as possible at Bourdeaux, 
to give an account of what had ha]^ned. I ther&- 

.fore> without hesitation, abandoned my hMrse, with 
its bridle and saddle, and I got on board the Ame- 
lican vessel without delay* In my hurry I forgot my 

.gieat coat on the shore, a loss which proved extremely 
inconvenient to me-— as there were papers in the 
pockets which might be necessary to produce befoxe 
my employers. 

c( I arrived safely at Bourdeaux, settled with my 

. principals to their satisfiiction, and I am now on my 
way to Ireland, to reclaim such part of my property, 

.and that of my employers, as was saved from the 

^ savages who pillaged us in our distress." — This detail, 
which was given with great simplicity and precision, 

. excited considerable interest among the persons upon 

. the deck of the packet. Moriarty, who was pretty 

. well recovered from his sickness, was now summoaed 
upon deck. Ormond confronted him with the Ane- 
rican supercargo, but neither of them had the least 
recdlection of each other. '^ And yet," said Ormond 
to the American, " though you do not know this raaa, 

. he is at this moment under sentence of transportaftiaii 



lor liavifig robbed you, and he very narrowly escaped 
being hanged for your murder. A faite from which 
^he was saved by the patience and sagacity of the 
judge who tried him." 

JVIoriarty's surprise was expressed with such 
strange contortions of delight, and with a tone, and 
in a phraseology, so peculiarly his own, as to astoni^ 
<ind entertain the spectators. Among these was the 
Irish secretary, who, without uiy application being 
made to him, promised Moriarty to procure for him 
a free pardon. 

^ On Orra(Hid's landing in Dublin, the first news he 
•heard, and it was repeated a hundred times in a 
•quarter of an hour, was that '' Sir Ulick O'Shane 
was bankrupt'— ^that his bank shut up yesterday." 
It was a public calamity, a source of private distress, 
that reached lower and farther than any bankruptcy 
had ever done in Ireland. Ormond heard of it from 
every tongue, it was written in every face — in every 
house it was the subject of lamentation, of invective. 
In every street, poor men, with ragged notes in their 
hands, were stopping to pore over the names at the 
.back of the notes, or hurrying to and fro, looking up 
•at the shop-windows for " half price given here far 
'(ySfmne's notes" Groups of people, of all ranks, 
gathered — stopped — dispersed, talking of sir Ulick 
■ O'Shane's bankruptcy— theirhopes— their fears— their 
Josses — their ruin — ^their despair — their rage. Some 
'said it was all owing to sir Ulick's shameful extrava- 
gance: ^' His house in Dublin, fit for a duke! — Castle 
Hermitage full of company to the last week— balla — 
dinners — the most expensive luxuries — scandalous!" 

Others accused sir Ulick's absurd speculations. Many 
'pronounced the bankruptcy to be fraudulent, and as- 
serted that an estate had been made over to Marcus, 
iwho would live in affluence on the ruin of the creditors. 
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At sir Ulick's house in town every window-shatter 
was closed. Ormond rang and knocked in yain — ^not 
that he wished to see sir Ulick — no^ he would not 
hare intruded on his misery for the world; but Or- 
mond longed to inquire from the servants how things 
.were with him. No servant could be seen. Ormond 
went to sir Ulick's bank. Such crowds of people 
filled the street that it was with the utmost difficulty^ 
and after a great working of elbows^ that in an hour 
or two he made his way to one of the barred win* 
dows. There was a place where notes were handed 
in and accepted, as they called it« by the clerks^ who 
thus for the hour soothed and pacified the sufierer^ 
with the hopes that this acceptance would be good« 
and would stand in stead at some future day. They 
were told that when things should come to a settle- 
ment^ all would be paid. There was property enough 
to satisfy the creditors^ when the commissioners 
should look into it. Sir Ulick would pay all honour- 
ably — as far as possible — fifteen shillings in the 
|M>und, or certainly ten shillings — the accepted notes 
would pass for that any where. The crowd pressed 
closer and closer^ arms crossing over each other to 
get notes in at the window, the clerks' heads appear- 
ing and disappearing. It was said they were laugh- 
ing while they thus deluded the people. 

All the intelligence that Ormond, after being 
nearly suffocated, could obtain from any of the clerks, 
• was, that sir Ulick was in the country. "They 
believed at Castle Hermitage — could not be certain- 
had no letters for him to-day — ^be was ill when they 
heard last — so ill he could do no business — confined 
to his bed.*' 

The people in the street hearing these answers 
replied, " Confined in his bed, is he? — In the jail, 
.it should be, as many will be along of him. lU, is 
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he, sir Ulick?— Sham sickness^ may be — all his life 
a sham.*' All these and innumerable other taunts 
and imprecations, with which the poor people vented 
their rage, Ormond heard as he made bis way out of 
the crowd. 

Of all who had suffered,. he who had probably lost 
the most, and who certainly had been on the brink 
of losing the greatest part of what he possessed, was 
the only indiridual who uttered no reproach. 

He was impatient to get down to Castle Hermitage, 
and if he found that Sir Ulick had acted fairly, to be- 
some comfort to him, to be with him at least whea 
deserted by all the rest of the world. 

At all the inns upon the road, as he went from 
Dublin to Castle Hermitage, even at the villages 
where he stopped to water the horses, every creature, 
down to the hostlers, were talking of the bankruptcy 
— and abusing sir Ulick O'Sbane and his son. The 
curses that were deep, not loud, were the worst — and 
the faces of distress worse than all. Gathering round 
his carriage, wherever it stopped, the people questioned 
him and his servants about the news, and then turned 
away, saying they were ruined. The men stood in 
unutterable despair. The women crying, loudly be- 
wailed " their husbands, their sons, that must waste 
in the jail, or fly the country; for what should they 
do for the rents that had been made up in sir Ulick's 
notes, and no good now ? " 

Ormond felt the more on hearing these complaints, 
from his sense of the absolute impossibility of re-«> 
lieving the universal distress. 

He pursued his melancholy journey, and took 
Moriarty into the carriage with him, that be might 
not be recognised on the road. ' 

When he came within sight of Castle Hermitage, 
he stopped at the top of the hill at a cottage, whera 
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many a time in hk b(^ish days Ite had rested with 
sir Ulick out hunting. The mistress of the houses 
now an old woman^ came to the door. 

" Master Harry dear !" cried she^ when she saw 
who it was. But the sudden flash of joy in her old 
face was over in an instants 

''But did you hear it .'^" cried she^ " and the great 
change it caused him-— poor sir Ulick 0*Shane? I 
went up with eggs on purpose to see him^ but could 
only hear-^he was in his bed^ — ^wasting with trouble 
•*— nobody knows any thing more — all is kept hiaefa 
and close. Mr. Marcus took off all he could rap and- 
ran, even to " 

" Well, well, 1 don't want to hear of Marcn^-'i-can 
you tell me whether Dr. Cambray is come home ? " 

'' Not e3:pected to come till Monday.'' 

" Are vou sure ? " 

'' Oh ! not a morning but I*m there the first thing, 
a^ing, and longing for th^n.*' 

''Lie back, Moriarty, in the carriage, and pull 
your hat over your face/' whispered Ormond: " pos- 
tilions, drive on to that little cabin, with the trees 
about it, at the foot pf the hill :'* this was Moriarty 's 
cabin. When they stopped, poor Peggy was called 
out. Alas! how altered from the dancing, sprightly, 
blooming girl, whom Ormond had known so few years 
since in the Black Islands ! How different ^m the 
happy wife, whom he had left, comfortably settled m 
a cottage suited to her station and her wishes ! She 
was thin, pale, and haggard — her dlress was neglected 
— ^an ill-nursed child, that she had in her arms, she 
gave to a young girl near her. Approaching the car- 
rii^, and seeing Harry Ormond, she seemed ready 
to sink into the earth : however, after having drank 
some water, she recovered sufficiently to be able to 
answer Ormond's inquiries. 
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'• What do you iiHend to do, Peggy ? " 

" Do, sir !-*-go to America, to join my husband 
sure; every thing was to hare been sold, Monday last 
-—but nobody has any money — ^and I am tould it will 
cost a great deal to get across the sea." 

At this she burst into tears, and cried most 
bitterly; and at this moment the carriage door flew 
open — Moriarty*s impatience could be no longer re- 
strained — he flung himself into the arms of his \rife. 

Leaving this happy and innocent couple to enjoy 
their felicity, we proceed to Castle Hermitage. 

Ormond directed the postilions to go the back way 
to the house. They drore down the old avenue. 

Presently they saw a boy, who seemed to be stand* 
in-g on the watch, run back towards the castle, leap- 
ing over hedge and ditch with desperate haste. Then 
came running from the house three men, calling to 
one another to shut the gates for the love of God ! > 

They all ran towards the gateway through which 
the postilions were going to drive, reached it just uA 
the foremost horses turned, and flung the gate full 
against the horses' heads. The men, without looking 
or caring, went on locking the gate. 

Ormond jumped out of the carriage— —^t the sight 
of him, the padlock fell from the hand of the man who 
held it. 

''Master Harry himself f — and is it you?— We 
ask your pardon, j'our honour." 

The men were three of sir Ulick's workmen— Or- 
mond forbad the carriage to follow. " For perhaps you 
are afraid of the noise disturbing sir UHck?"said he* 

" No, please your honour," said the foremost man, 
" it will not disturb him — as well let the carriage 
come on — only," whispered he, ''best to send the 
hack postilions with their horses always to the inn, 
afore they'd learn any thin^." > 



Ormond Wtdked oh quickly^ and as sodn us h€ was 
out of hearing of the postilions again asked the men, 
*' What news? — how is sir LTHck ? " 

" Poor ^ntleman ! lie has had a deal of trouble— 
and no help for him," said the man. 

"Better tell him plain/' whispered the nesLt. 
'^ Master Harry, sir Ulick O'Shane's trouble is over 
in this world, «ir/* 
. «Ishe-r-." 

"Dead> he is, and cold, and in his coffin — ^this 
minute — and thanks be to God, if he is safe there 
even from them that are on the watch to seize on his 
body J — ^In the dread of them creditors, orders were 
given to keep the gates locked. He is dead since 
Tuesday, sir,— but hardly one knows it out of the 
castle — except us." 

;. Ormond walked on silently, while they followed^ 
talking at intervals. 

^^^ There is a very great cry against him, sir, I hear, 
in Dublin, — ^and here in the country, too," said one. 

** The distress, they say, is very great, he caused; 
but they might let his body rest any way — ^what 
good can that do them ? " 

**Bad or good, they sha'n't touch it,** said the 
other: "by the blessing, we shall have him buried 
safe in the morning, afore they are stirring. We 
shall carry the coffin through the under ground 
passage, that goes to the stables, and out by the lane 
to the churchyard easy — and the gentleman^ the 
clergyman, has notice all will be ready^ and •the 
hoijsekeeper only attending." 

" Oh ! the pitiful funeral," said the eldest of the 
men, "the pitiful funeral for sir Ulick O'Shane, 
that was born to better." 

" Well, we can only do the best we can," said the 
other, "let what will happen to ourselves; for sir 
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MBicm said ke wouldn't Uike poe of Ub father'$ 
vMes.fnm ^f of tis*'* . . 

Qnntnid kvroluiiUrily felt for liis puree. 

'/ Ob ! don't be bothering the gentlemaB^ don't be 
tfdkiiig/' saSd the old num. 

*f This way> mast^ Harry^ if yon please^ air^ the 
under ground way to th^ biick yitfd* We keep all 
doee till after the burying^ for fear — ^that was the 
housekeeper's order. Sent all off to Oubliu when 
sir .Ulick' took to his bed, and lady Norton went off." 

Ormond rtfrained from asking any queations about 
his lilnesd, foarii^ to inquine into the maUner of his 
death* He Walked on. more quickly^ and silently* 
When they were going through the dark passage, one 
of the men, in a low Toioe^ observed to Mr. Ormond 
that the' housekeeper would tell him all about it. 

: When they got to the house, the housekeeper and 
sif Ulick's maniappeared, seeming juuch surprised at 
the sight /of Mr. Ormond. They said a great deal 
9k(Hit the unfarbmate event, and their own sorrow 
and diHre^s; but Ormond saw that theirs were only 
tbe long iaces, dismal tones, and outward show of 
g^ef. They wet^ just a Gommon housekeeper and 
gsntleman's gentleman, neither worse nor better 
than Ordinary servants in a great Jiouse. Sir Ulick 
had only treated them as such. 

The housekeeper, without Ormond's asking a single 
question, went on to tell him that '^ Castle Hermit* 
age was as full of company, eren to the last week, as 
ever it could hold, and all as grand as ever; the first 
people in Ireland— champagne and burgundy, and 
ices, and all as usual — and a ball that very week. 
Sir Ulick was very considerate, and sent lady Norton 
off to her other friends ; he took ill suddenly that 
night with a great pain in his head : he had been 
writing hard, and in great trouble, and he took to 

2 c « 
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his bed> und never rose from it — ^he was found by 
Mr. Dempsey^ his own man> dead in his bed in the 
morning — died of a broken hearty to be sure 1 — Poor 
gentleman I — Some people in the neighbourhood was 
mighty busy talking how the coroner ought to be sent 
for; but that blew over, sir. But then we were in 
dread of the seizure of the body for debt, so the gates 
was kept locked ; and now you know all we know 
about it, sir." 

Ormond said he would attend the funeral. There 
was no attempt to seize upon the body; only the 
three workmen, the servants, a very few of the cot- 
tagers, and Harry Ormond, attended to the grave 
the body of the once popular sir Ulick CKShane. 
This was considered by the country people as the 
greatest of all the misfortunes that had befallen him ; 
the lowest degradation to which an O'Shane could be 
reduced. They compared him with king Corny, and 
" see the difference !" said they; *' the one was the 
tf*ue thing, and never changed — and after all, where 
is the great friends now? — the quality that used to 
be entertained at the castle above? Where is all 
the favour promised him now? What is it come to? 
See, with all his wit, and the schemes upon schemes, 
broke and gone, and forsook and forgot, and buried 
without a funeral, or a tear, but from master Harry." 

Ormond was surprised to hear, in the midst of 
many of their popular superstitions and prejudices, 
how justly they estimated sir Ulick's abilities and 
character. 

As the men filled up his grave, one of them said, 
" There lies the making of an excellent gentleman — 
but the cunning of his head spoiled the goodness of 
his heart." 

The day after the funeral an agent came from Dub- 
lin to settle sir Ulick O'Shane's affairs in the country. 
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On opening his desk^ the first thing that appeared 
was a bundle of accounts^ and a letter, directed to 
H* Ormond, esq. He took it to his own room and read — 
'^ Ormond> 

^^ I intended to employ your money to re-establish 
my falling credit, but I never intended to defraud 
you. Ulick O'Shank." 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Both from a sense of justice to the poor people con.* 

cemed, and from a desire to save sir Ulick O'Shane's 

memory as far as it was in his power from reproach, 

Ormond determined to pay whatever small debts 

were due to his servants, workmen, and immediate 

dependents. For this purpose, when the funeral was 

over, he had them all assembled at Castle Hermitage. 

Every just demand of this sort was > paid, all were 

satisfied; even the bare-footed kitchen-maid, the 

drudge of this great house, who, in despair, had looked 

at her poor one guinea note of sir Ulick'fi» had, that 

note paid in gold, and went away blessing master 

Harry. Happy for all that he is come home to us, 

was the general feeling. But. there was one man, a 

groom of sir Ulick's, who did not join in any of these 

blessings or praises: he stoo4 silent and motionless, 

with his eyes on the money which Mr. Ormond had 

put into his hand. 

" Is your money right?" said Ormond. 

" It is, sir; but I had something to tell you." 

When all the other servants had left the room, the 

man said, " I am the groom, sir, that was sent, just 

before you went to France, with a letter to Annaly: 

there was an answer to that letter^ sir^ though you 

never got it," 

2 c 2 
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''There was an answer!" cried Ormonde nnger 
flashing, but an instant afterwards, joy sparkling in 
his eyes. " There was a letter ! — From whom ? — 1*11 
forgive you all, if you will tell me the wh<de truth." 

" I will — ^and not a word of lie, and I beg your 
honour's pardon, if—" 

'' Qo on--Hstraight to the fact, this instant, or you 
shall never have my pardon." 

" Why then I stopped to take a glass coming home; 
and, not knowing how it was, I had the misfortune 
to lose the bit of a note, and I thought no more about 
it till, please your licmour, after you was gone, tt was 
found." 

" Found I" cried Ormond, stepping hastily up to 
him — " where is it?" 

*' I have it safe here," said the man, opening a sort 
of pocket-book: '' here I have kept it sale till your 
honour came back." 

Ormond saw, and seized upon a letter in lady 
Annaly's hand, directed to him. T<H*e it open-^ 
two notes — one from Florence. 

" I forgive you!" said he to the man, and made a 
sign to him to leave the room. 

When Ormond had read, or without reading, bad 
taken in, by one glance of the eye, the sense of the 
letters — he rang the bell instantly. 

Inquire at the post-office," said he to his servant, 
whether lady Annaly is in England or Ireland?— 
If in England, where? — ^if in Ireland, whether at 
Annaly or at Herbert's Town? Quick — an answer." 

An answer was quickly brought, " In England — in 
Devonshire, sir: here is the exact direction to the 
place, sir. I shall pack up, I suppose, sir?" 

" Certainly— directly." 

Leaving a few lines of explanation and affisction f<Mr 
Dr. Cambray, our young hero was aff^ itg^in, to the 
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surprise ancl regret of all who saw faim driviiig awa^ 
as fast as horses could carry him. His serrant^ fromr 
the box, however, spread as he went, far the comfort 
of the deploring village, the assurance that '^ Master 
and he would soon be back again, please Heaven !-— ' 
and happier than ever." 

And now that he is safe in the carriage, what was 
in that note of miss Annaly's which has produced such 
a sensation ? No talismanic charm ever operated with 
more magical celerity than this note. What were 
the words of the charm? 

That is a secret which shall never be known to the 
world. 

. The only point which it much imports the publie 
to know is probably already guessed — that the letter 
did not contain a refusal, nor any absolute discourage- 
ment of Ormond's hopes. But lady Annaiy and 
Florence had both distinctly told him that they could 
not receive him at Annaiy till after a certain day^ 
on which they said that they should be particularly 
engaged. They told him that colonel Albemarle was 
at Annalv-^that he would leave it at such a time — 
and they requested that Mr. Ormond would postpone 
his visit till after that time. 

Not receiving this notice, Ormond had unibr* 
tunately gone upon the day that was specially pro* 
hibited. 

Now that the kneeling figure appeared to him as 
a rival in despair^ not in triumph, Ormond asked 
himself how he could ever have been such an idiot as 
to doubt Florence Annaiy. 

" Why did I set off in such haste for Paris? — 
Ck>uld not I have waited a day?— -Could not I have 
written again?— Could I not have cross-questioned 
the drunken servant when he was sober? — Could not 
I have d<Hie-any thingj^in 9h<Mt^ but what I did?" « 
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Clearly as a man^ irhen bis anger is dissipated^ sees 
what he ought to have done or to have left undone 
while the fdry lasted ; rividly as a man in a different 
kind of passion sees the folly of all he did^ said^ or 
thought, when he was possessed by the past madness; 
so clearly, so nvidly^ did Ormond now see and feel 
«— and vehemently execrate^ his jealous folly and mad 
precipitation; and then he came to the question, could 
his folly be repaired? — would his madness ever be 
forgiven? Ormond, in love affairs, never had any 
presumption — any tinge of the Connal coxcombry in 
his nature : he was not apt to flatter himself that he 
had made a deep impression ; and now he was, per* 
haps from his sense of the superior value of the object, 
more than usually diffident. Though miss Annaly was 
still unmarried, she might have resolved irrevocably 
against him. Though she was not a girl to act in 
the high-flown heroine style, and, in a flt of pride 
or revenge, to punish the man she liked, by marry- 
ing his rival, whom she did not like; yet Florence 
Annaly, as Ormond well knew, inherited some of 
her mother's strength of character; and, incircum* 
stances that deeply touched her heart, might be 
capable of all her mother's warmth of indignation. 
It was in her character decidedly to refuse to connect 
herself with any man, however her heart might in<* 
cline towards him, if he had any essential defect of 
temper; or if she thought that his attachment to her 
was not steady and strong, such as she deserved it 
should be, and such as her sensibility and all her hopes 
of domestic happiness required in a husband* And 
then there was lady Annaly to be considered — how 
indignant she would be at his conduct! 

While Ormond was travelling alone, he had full 
leisure to torment himself with these thoughts. 
Pressed forward alternately by hope and fear, «ac1| 
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urging expedition, he hastened on— reached Dublin 
^-crossed the water^-^and trarelling day and night, 
lost not a moment till he was at the feet of his fair 
mistress. 

To those who like to know the how^ the when, and 
the where, it should be told that it was evening when 
he arrived. Florence AnnaJy was walking with her 
mother by the seaside, in one of the roost beautiful 
and retired parts of the coast of Devonshire, when 
they were told by a servant that a gentleman from 
Ireland had just arrived at their house, and wished to 
See them. A minute afterwards they saw — " Could 
it be?" lady Annaly said, turning in doubt to her 
daughter; but the cheek of Florence instantly con* 
vinced the mother that it could be none but Mr. Or- 
mond himself. 

'^ Mr. Ormond \ " said lady Annaly, advancing 
kindly, yet with dignified reserve-^'' Mr. Ormond, 
after his long absence, is welcome to his old friend." 

There was in Ormond's look and manner as he 
approached something that much inclined the daugh- 
ter to hope that he might prove not utterly unworthy 
of her mother's forgiveness ; and when he spoke to 
the daughter, there was in his voice and look some^ 
thing that softened the mother's heart, and irresistibly 
inclined her to wish that he might be able to give a 
satisfactoryexplanationof his strange conduct. Where 
the parties are thus happily disposed both to hear 
reason, to excuse passion, and to pardon the errors to 
which passion, even in the most reasonable minds, is 
liable, explanations are seldom tedious, or difficult 
to be comprehended. The moment Ormond produced 
the cover, the soiled cover of the letters, a glimpse 
of the truth struck Florence Annaly; and before he 
had got farther in his sentence than these words, 
*' I did not receive your ladyship's letter till withia 



these fetr dMjs/*- slLUn reierte of lady Amnfl/v 
nftanner was dispelled: her smiles relieved hisappre-* 
hensioDs^ and enooutaged liim to proceed in his story 
with happy fluency. The carelessness of the dnmken 
senrant, who had occasioned so much miaehief^ was 
talked of for a few minutes with great satisfaction. 

Ormond took his own share of the blame so frankly 
and with so good a grace, and deserihed with sadi 
truth the agony he had been thrown into by the sight 
of the kneeling flgui^ in i^gimentals, that lady An-< 
naly could not help comforting him by the assurance 
that Florence had^ at the same moment, been sufo 
Jidently alarmed by the rearing of his horse at the 
sight of the flapping window-blind* 
- *' The kneeling gentleman," 6»d lady Annaly> 
** whom you thought at the height of joy and g](»7i 
was at that moment in the depth's ot despair. So ill 
do the passi(ttis see what is even before their eyes I *^ 

If lady Annaly had had a mind to moralise, she 
might have done so to any length, without fear of 
interruption from either of he^ auditors, and with the 
most pcorfect certainty of unqualified submission and 
dignified humility on the part of our hero, who was 
too happy at this mofiient not to be ready to acknow< 
ledge himself to have been wrong and absurd^ and 
worthy of aily quantity of reprehension or indign»* 
tion that could have b^n bestowed upon him. 

Her ladyship went, however, as far f^oin morality 
as possible-^to Pluis. She spoke of the 9uccetM Mr* 
Ormond had had in Parisian society — she spoke of 
M. ahd Mad* de Connal, and various pers<ms with 
whom he had been intimate^ am<mg others of the 
abbe Morellet. 

Ormond rejoiced ta And that lady Annaly knew 
be had been in the abb6 Morellet's distinguished 
sodety. The happiest hopes fyt the fbtut« roee in 
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Ins'iBind, from perceiying that her ladyahipy by 
wiiateirer means, knew all that ha had been doing in 
Paris. It seems that they had had accounts of him 
from several English trayellers, who had met him at 
Paris, and had heard him spoken of in different 
companies. 

Ormond took care-^give him credit for it all who 
hare ever been in loye— ^ven in these first moments; 
wkh the object of his present affection, Ormond took 
care to do justice to the absent Dora, whom he now 
serer expected to see again. He seised, dexterously, 
an opportunity, in reply to something lady Annaly 
said about the Connals, to obserre that Mad. de 
Connal was not only much admired for iier beauty at 
Paris, but that sdie did honour to Ireland by hairing 
preserved her reputation; young, and without a 
guide, as she was, in dissipated French society, 
with few examples of conjugal virtues to preserve in 
her mind the precepts and habtts of her British 
education. 

He was glad of this opportimity to give, as he now 
did with ail the energy of truth, the result of his 
feelings and reflections on what he had seen of the 
modes -of living among the French ; their superior 
pleasures of society, and their want of our domestic 
happiness. 

While Ormond was speaking, both the mother 
and daughter could not help admiring, in the midst 
of his moralizing, the great improvement which had 
been made in his appearance and manners. 

With all his own characteristic frankdess, he 
acknowledged the impression which French gaiety 
and the brilliancy of Parisian society had at first 
made upon him : he was glad, however, that he had 
now. seen all that the imagination often paints as far 
more detightful than it really is. . £U had> th9pk 
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Heairen^ passed through this course of dissipation, 
without losing his taste for better and happier modes 
of life. The last few months, though they might 
seem but a splendid or feverish dream in his 
existence, had in reality been, he beliered, of essen- 
tial service in confirming his principles^ settling his 
character, and deciding for ever his taste and judg- 
ment, after full opportunity of comparison, in favour 
of his own country— -and especially of his own 
countrjTWomen. 

Lady Annaly smiled benignantly, and after 
observing that this seemingly unlucky excursion^ 
which had begun in anger, had ended advantageously 
to Mr. Ormond; and after having congratulated him 
Upon having saved his fortune, and established his 
character solidly, she left him to plead his own cause 
with her daughter— in her heart cordially wishing 
him success. 

What he said, or what Florence answered, we do 
not know; but we are perfectly sure that if we did, 
the repetition of it would tire the reader. Lady 
Annaly and tea waited for them with great patience 
to an unusually late, which they conceived to be an 
unusually early, hour. The result of this conversa- 
tion was, that Ormond remained with them in this 
beautiful retirement in Devonshire the next day, and 
the next, and — how many days are not precisely 
recorded ; a blank was left for the number, which the 
editor of these memoirs does not dare to fill up at 
random, lest some Mrs. M^Crule should exclaim 
^' Scandalously too long to keep the young man there! 
—or scandalously too short a courtship, after all!" 

It is humbly requested that every young lady of 
delicacy and feeling will put herself in the place of 
Florence Annaly — ^then, imagining the man she most 
approves to be in the place of Mr. Ormond, she wiU 
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be pleased to fill up the blank with what niimber of 
days she may think proper* 

When the happy day was named, it was agreed 
that they should return to Ireland, to Annaly; and 
that their kind friend. Dr. Cambray, should be the 
person to complete that union which he had so long 
foreseen and so anxiously desired. 

Those who wish to hear something of estates, as 
well as of weddings, should be told, that about the 
same time Ormond received letters from Marcus 
O'Shane, and from M. de Connal ; Marcus, inform- 
ing him that the estate of Castle HermitagQ was to 
be sold by the commissioners of bankrupts, and 
beseeching him to bid for it, that it might not be 
sold under Falue. M. de Connal also besought his 
dear friend, Mr. Ormond, to take the Black Islands 
off his hands, for they encumbered him terribly. No 
wonder. Hying, as he did, at Paris, with his head at 
Versailles, and his heart in a faro bank. Ormond 
could not oblige both the gentlemen, though they 
had each pressing reasons for getting rid speedily of 
t;^eir property, and were assured that he would be 
the most agreeable purchaser. Castle Hermitage 
was the finest estate, and by far the best bargain. 
But other considerations weighed with our hero. 
While sir Ulick O'Shane's son and natural repre- 
sentative was living, banished by debts from his 
native country, Ormond could not bear to take pos- 
session of Castle Hermitage. For the Black Islands 
he had a fondness — they were associated with all the 
tender recollections of his generous benefactor. He 
should hurt no one's feelings by this purchase — and 
he might do a great deal of good, by carrying on his 
old friend's improvements, and by farther civilizing 
the people of the Islands, all of whom were warmly 
attached to him. They considered prince Harry as 
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the lawfitl representative of their dear king Comy^ 
and actually offered up prayers for his coming agenn 
to reign over them. 

To those who think that the mind is a kingdom of 
yet more conseqnehce tiban even that of the Black 
Islands^ it may be agreeable to hear^ that Ormond 
continued to enjoy the empire which he had gained 
over himself; and to maintain that high character, 
which in spite of his neglected education^ and of all 
the adverse circumstances to which he was early 
exposed^ he had formed for himself by resdute 
energy. 

Lady Annaly> with the pride of affection^ gloried 
in the full accomplishment of her prophecies; and 
was rewarded in the best manner for that benevolent 
interest which she had early taken in our hero's 
improvement^ by seeing the perfect felicity that 
subsisted between her daughter and Ormond. 



THE END. 
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